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INTRODUCTION 


For more than 25 years I have been working on the project of a Corpus of the Seals of 
Medieval Bulgaria which aims to record all seals with reference to the history of medieval 
Bulgaria. 

Working on the seals of the strategy of Preslav, I was forced to adduce their parallels 
from Bulgaria and overseas. Thus, I came up with the idea to document all Byzantine seals 
found on the territory of modern Bulgaria. 

In 1998 all hitherto discovered seals from Bulgaria were documented (more than 2500 
lead seals, 700 lead blanks, 20 moulds and 2 boulloterions). The result was one of the 
reasons to organize the VI" International Symposium of Byzantine Sigillography in Bul- 
garia and especially in Preslav. 

Our next task was to publish this overwhelming manuscript of more 1500 pages and 
almost 4000 photos. Together with Agato Publishers, I decided to publish it in English. 
This ambitious plan turned out to be impossible to carry out for two main reasons. 

The first problem is of financial nature. The translation into English and the publication 
expenses demand significant funds which in the present state of affairs in Bulgaria are 
impossible to amass. That is why it was decided to publish the manuscript in stages, in 
which there is some progress, i.e. the text was translated which includes the seals with 
geographical names, namely the provincial administration (secular and ecclesiastical) ac- 
cording to the model adopted by Dumbarton Oaks and already demonstrated in four vol- 
umes. 

Another difficulty is connected with the dynamic social and economic processes taking 
place in this country. Every day new seals are being found in Bulgaria mostly by individu- 
als who try to sell them for profit. In the past year the finds number more than several 
hundred. 

Thus, after the publication in 2001 of the Corpus of Seals from Medieval Bulgaria, which 
included all seals of the medieval Bulgarian state, now we offer to the attention of the 
experts and readers a Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria, volume 1: Byzantine Seals 
with Geographical Names. 

It includes 1 boulloterion, 422 lead seals belonging to 82 titularies from the Byzantine 
provincial administration (secular and ecclesiastical). 

The seals are listed according to the names of the individual administrative units written 
on the seals and grouped in alphabetical order (according to the Greek alphabet) by topo- 
nyms but not according to the territorial areas and their smaller subdivisions, some of 
which are also presented here by sphragistic materials. In the cases when several toponyms 
are inscribed on the seal as united administrative areas, the list includes the first toponym, 
which has to be assumed as a centre of unification where its ruler resided. 

Some short information is provided for the present locality, time of foundation, duration 
of existence of every administrative unit. As regards those on the territory of present-day 
Bulgaria, the names of other holders of the office are listed etc. 

After providing the data of the seal, commentary is included on the person of its owner, 
other known evidence about it extracted from narrative sources or from other seals, as well 
as information on his relatives. 

This analysis aims to determine the chronological framework of seals, i.e. the time when 
this administrative centre was ruled by the owner of the respective seal (or seals). The 
information obtained by sphragistic data occupies a special place. The seals reflect some 





dynamic processes and they are the only sources for information about lots of settlements 
and especially these situated in the Bulgarian lands. 

Most of the seals bear toponyms from Western Byzantium and most of them came from 
Bulgarian cities and regions. There are also some seals which belonged to the rulers of the 
East, although they are few in number. The latter are chronologically and territorially isolated 
from another and they attest the accidental character of the exchanged correspondence. Some 
of the owners of the seals are known to have taken part in military expeditions to the West 
while others just visited their relatives or friends. And, vice versa, the seals which came 
from the West, especially these from the Bulgarian lands, witness a regular correspondence 
with reference to concrete events and persons, whose names had been written on the seals, 
and these persons were active “actors” in this historical “theatre”. 

At the end of volume there are indices of personal and family names, geographical loca- 
tions, titles, offices and iconographical images on the seals. 

The writing of this book would have been impossible without the cooperation of col- 
leagues and institutions in Bulgaria and abroad. 

First of all, I would like to thank my colleagues in Bulgaria who provided me with 
materials, the people who excavate Pliska, Preslav, Silistra, Veliko Turnovo and other set- 
tlements of medieval Bulgaria and who keep these seals: Dr. Vladimir Penchev from the 
National Museum of History; Dr. Dochka Aladzhova and Zhenia Zhekova from the Shou- 
men Museum of History; Dr. Dimitur Draganov from the Yambol Museum of History; Dr. 
Ivan Karayotov from the Bourgas Museum of Archaeology; Krasimir Velkov from the 
Nova Zagora Museum of History; Dr. Boris Borisov from the Radnevo Museum; Dimitur 
Yankov and Mariana Minkova from the Stara Zagora Museum of History; Rositsa Moreva 
from the Plovdiv Museum of Archaeology; D. Aladzhov from the Haskovo Museum of 
History; Dr. Ilya Prokopov from the Kujstendil Museum of History; Dr. Hristo Haritonov 
from the Veliko Turnovo Museum of History and many, many others whose names are 
impossible to mention. 

I am grateful to a number of Bulgarian collectors who supplied me with materials: N. 
Nikolov from Razgrad; V. Panteleev from Varna; St. Bilik from Sofia; Al. Peikov from 
Veliko Turnovo; Ivan Yotov from Yambol and many others whose names I cannot disclose 
because of their expressed wish. 

Special thanks are due to our sigillographic body whose few but close-knit representa- 
tives assisted me in tracing parallels of the Bulgarian seals in their collections. I must 
mention the names of the late Nikos Oikonomides; Valentina S. Shandrovskaia; Werner 
Seibt; Jean-Claude Cheynet; John Nesbitt; Nikolay Alexeenko, etc. 

I owe special gratitude to the governing body of Dumbarton Oaks and the Byzantinistics 
Committee in Vienna where on several occasions I have had the opportunity to work and 
discover parallels of the seals from Bulgaria. 
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1. Αβύδος 


The sity of Abydos, at the entrance of the Hellespont, has always been of great importance as a point of 
control of the straits. Because of this fact, there was a comerkiaria in it from the VIII" to the XI" century. 
The military governor of the fortress in the IX" century is paraphylax. At some point he acquires the 
office of kommerkiarios. Abydos belonged to the naval theme of Aigaion Pelagos and seems to have 
been the seat of tourmarchos. 

From the earliest period Abydos was a suffragan bishopric of Kyzikos. It became a metropolitanate 
during the reign of Alexios I Komnenos and retained this rank until the Turkish conquest in the XIV" 
century (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 622; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, 73-74). 


1.1. Νικήτας B'oxpóxop, τουρμάρχης καὶ παραφύλαξ ᾿Αβύδος (mid. IX" century). 


Kept in a private collection (N. Nikolov from the town of Razgrad provided it for documentation). It is of unknown prove- 
nance and in all probability originates from Southern Bulgaria (the southern regions of the Nova Zagora or Stara 
Zagora districts). D. 29-29.9 (28) 3 mm. The imprint on the obverse side is lighter and more shallow. The molybdo- 


bull has been perfectly preserved. 
Unpublished. No parallels known. 
Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.3). In the quarters: T@-CQ||A8-AQ. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

NIKHTA | R'CTPA'T8 | PMAPX'SIIAP | DVA'ARVA' 

Θεοτόκε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Νικήτᾳ β᾽στρά(τορι) τουρμάρχ(η) (καὶ) 

παρ(α)φύλ(ακι) ᾿Αβύδ(ου) 

The name of Nichetas features on several groups of seals with close datings and offices connected 
with Abydos: 

a) paraphylax of Abydos and kommerkiarios (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 40.16); 

b) hypatos and paraphylax of Abydos (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 40.33); 

c) imperial strator and paraphylax of Abydos (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 40.32); 

d) imperial strator, tourmarches and paraphylax of Abydos (see below). 

Because of their close datings, offices connected with Abydos and an identical name, one can 
surmise that all seals belonged to one and the same person - Nichetas. In reality he took all possible 
offices in Abydos: not simultaneously, of course, but successively, i.e. a considerable period of his 
career was spent in this town. 


1.2. Νικόλαος Αβύδος 


Museum of History, Shoumen, πο. 14714. Find-spot - uncertain. D. 20-23 (19 7) 5 mm. A partial and obtuse imprint. 


Unpublished. 
Parallels: Two other copies imprinted with the same boulloterion are kept in the collections of: DO 58.106.3589 (see 


Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 40.39); Zacos, III, no. 1149 (the latter is unpublished). 
Obv. Metrical inscription of five lines, preceded by an ornament: 

- * -| CDPA | .ICAOT"| ..€I8C | T8NI. |- A8 - 
Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines, preceded by an ornament: 

- 4-| EKTHC | ARVASC | ΠΕΝΙΧΡΊ PAc€ | WC 

Σφρα[γ]ὶς λόγ(ους) [κλ]αίουσ(α) Νι[κ(ο)]λ{ά)ου 

ἐκ τῆς ᾿Αβύδους (καὶ) πενιχρ(οῦ) γραφεως 

The publishers of the Dumbarton Oaks copy hesitate in interpreting the text - whether ᾿Αβύδους 
connects this Nikolas with the town as a monk or a clergyman residing in it or it is simply a family name 
disclosing his descent from this town. Finally, they include it under the chapter of Abydos seals. 


2. Αγχιάλου 


The medieval city of Αγχιάλου was situated to the southwest of the present town of Pomorie between 
the salt-water lagoon and the large Bay of Burgas in the Paleokastro locality. Its importance was significant 
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regarding the Byzantine strategeia in the Balkan Peninsula and specifically the region of the Black Sea. It is 
no accident that ᾿Αγχιάλου took second place after the city of Adrianoupolis amongst the cities of the 
Hemimont province. Therefore the Byzantine government focused its attention on it during the VI^ centu- 
ry when a fortress was built there. 

Its significance increased considerably during the time of the barbarian invasions and especially after 
the establishment of the Bulgarian state. The city of Anchialos was also an important boundary city in the 
relations between Bulgaria and Byzantium. Many expeditions of the Byzantine army against Bulgaria 
started and finished in Anchialos. The city was included administratively and militarily into the Thrace 
theme in 679-680 and it was included within the boundaries of the Bulgarian state in 812. Byzantine domina- 
tion was restored in 863 but not for a long time. During the so-called *commercial wars" of Tsar Simeon or 
soon after that (perhaps in 904) it was recaptured and permanently reentered the Bulgarian kingdom. 

Similar to the other cities of the Black Sea region and the whole Eastern Bulgaria, Anchialos was 
destined to be seized by the Byzantine emperor John I Tzimisces in 971 but nothing in particular is known 
about its history after that until the second half of the XI" century, when this city acquired strategic impor- 
tance equal to that of the VI^ -VII" century and related to new invasions of nomadic tribes. 

A navy resided in Anchialos which had to maintain the connection between the Black Sea coast and the 
cities on the Danube reaches and to defend the western border of the empire, the river Danube, from the 
sudden attacks of the barbarians which were coming in their thousands. 

In 1087 a Seljuk Turk called Siaous was nominated as duke of the city. A seal of the same person in his 
capacity of protonobelisimos has been found in Sozopol (see Mopaanos, M. Hosoorkpur neuar Ha 
ΠΡΟΤΟΗΟΘΟΠΜΟΗΜα Απεκομῆ Cuayc. - HAM 9, 1993, 219-223). During his rule Anchialos and its 
surroundings became an important stronghold of the empire in the war against the Pechenegs and Cumans. 
Emperor Alexius I Komnenos (1081-1118) and his army have sojourned several times in the city of Anchialos. 

The city maintained its strategic military and cultural role during the XII^ century, too. The city is one of 
the earliest Christian centres. As early as the II" century it had a bishopric which was elevated to the rank 
of archbishopric in the VH" century. The archbishop of Anchialos Nicholas was present at the Constanti- 
nople council of 879. After that date the name of Anchialos disappeared from the diocese lists and it was 
included again only in the late XI" century. This fact is due to its conquest by the Bulgarians and its 
inclusion in the ecclesiastical administration of Bulgaria. 

A list of the bishops of Anchialos is presented by Stamoules (see Stamoules Θρακικα 14, 1940, 68-71). 
I have added the prelates known from their surviving seals: 

1. Jacob, bishop of Anchialos, during the time of patriarch Tarasius (784-806). 

2. Nicholas, a participant in the Constantinople council of 879. 

3. Theodore or Theodosius, archbishop of Anchialos, according to his seal of the XI" century (see 
Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 854). 

4. Nicephorus, archbishop and proedros of Anchialos (1070s-1090s). 

5. Stephanos, archbishop of Anchialo between 1160-1170. 

6. John, archbishop of Anchialos, participated in the synodal meeting of February 1197 (PG, 119, col. 
888A; Grumel, Regestes, no. 1185). 

One of these bishops was probably the addressee of the correspondence sealed with the molybdobulls of 


different people and most of all bishops of Messembria (see here under no. 47.8); Drustur (see here under 
no. 23.10) etc. 





Bibliography: Laurent, Corpus, V.1, 663-664; l'io3eaeB, Auxuajto, Hece6sp, 356-363; Gregoriou-Ioanidou, p. 7; As- 
dracha, Thrace, 244-246; Mopaanos, Auxuazo, 46-48. 


2.1 Βάρδας πρωτοπαπίας Καὶ βΚουράτωρ ᾽Αγχιάλου (XI century) 
à. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, πο. 17215. D. 25-26 (19) 2 mm. W. 8.06 g. A partial imprint, reused on another 
molybdobull. 


b. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 16685. D. 14-26 (19) 3.6 mm. Half of a good imprint also reused on another 
molybdobull. 


c. In a private collection. It has been probably found in Preslav. An excellent imprint and a well preserved specimen. D. 26- 
28 mm. 


d. Collection V. Panteleev, Varna. It has been probably found in Preslav. An excellent imprint and a well-preserved speci- 
men. This allows some corrections in the previous reading of the monogram. D. 21-25 (19) 3 mm. W. 6.10 g. 
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All four specimens are from the same boulloterion. 

Ed. a-b: Hopaanos, J7pecaae, No 197-198; c-d: Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). In the quarters: Τ()-ΟΦΙΙΔδ-Λλῶ. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


a)... AP |. . ATIAIT |... R'K8PA| TOPIAXE | AOV 

b)... AP|. . . HAN | ... KSBPA| . ..AX€| . .V 

c) +RAP | AAATTIAII |ASR’K8PA | TOPIAX€ | AOV 

d) - RAP | AAA’TIATI JASR'K8PA | . OPIAX. | AOV 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βάρδᾳ (πρωτο)παπ(ί)ᾳ (kat) 

B’kovpatopt Άχελου 

The new seal corrected the deciphering of the homonym which has not been preserved on the 
previous specimens. . 

In his review W. Seibt has assumed that the toponym AXEAOV actually means 'AxeAQoc, which 
had been situated near to the town of Nikopolis on the Mesta River (see T/B, 3, S.101) but this is mere 
guesswork. Lots of cases are known when ᾽Αγχιάλου is inscribed in the same way (see TIB, 6, 
S.175; Laurent, Corpus, V, 1, p. 663). 


2.2 Νικηφόρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾿Αγχιάλου (1070s-1090s) 


A. ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Αγχιάλου καὶ ὁ τοῦ ᾿Αντιοχείας 


National Museum of History, Sofía, no. 28140. Find-spot - Sozopol. D. 19-24 (21) 2.5 mm. The imprint is partial. The 
last line of the text has remained outside the seal. 
Ed. Ytopnanos, Auxuaso, 37-38. 
Parallels: There is another copy in the DO collection (DO 58.106.1389) imprinted with the same couple of dies (see 
Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no. 1823; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 73.3). 
Obv. St Michael standing en face and holding a labarum (r. hand) and a globe (l. hand). 
Inscription in two columns: M-I || X-A . 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


+ KER’O’| TWCWASA.| NIKH®OP.. |..APX.€IT.| CKOTIOCATXIA|....()T8A. le . 
+ Κώρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ[ῳ] Νικηφόρ[ει τῷ ] ἀρχ[ηεπ[ί]σκοπος Αγχιά[λου τῷ 
τοῦ ᾿Α[ντιοχείας] 
Some discrepancies crop up in the commentaries on the person of this bishop of Anchialos. 
The initial publication (Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no. 1823) accepted that the archbishop of Anchialos 
Nicephorus was a nephew of the Antiochean patriarch having the same name. The latter occupied the 
patriarchal throne after 1079/1080. By using the phrase ὁ τοῦ Αντιοχείας, the archbishop of Anchia- 
los proclaimed himself as a relative of a prelate who occupied a prominent place in the church hierarchy. 
In the next (last for the time being) publication of Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 73.3, some 
corrections are introduced in the reading of the first four letters of the fourth line which I have accepted 
as well, but an attempt is also made to correct the commentary of the text. The editors surmise that 
Nicephorus was not a nephew but a protégé not of the patriarch of Antioch but of one of bishoprics of 
Antioch situated in Kareia, Poisidia or Isauria. This assumption of the authors is based on the absence 
of the epithet μέγας in front of the toponym Αντιοχείας. l 
This line of thought betrays some contradiction. An archbishop of a autocephalous archbishopric 
at that would hardly advertise the fact that he was the protégé of the bishop of one of the many 
Antiochs. Evidently we should return to the first interpretation, all the more since, as it will become 
clear below, it does not contradict the whole impression provided by the groups of seals of Nicephorus 
of Anchialos. 


B. πρόεδρος Αγχιάλου 


a. National Museum of History, Sofia. Placed in the exposition. I have come across some contradiction in the information 
about its discovery. The initial publication pointed out that the copy originated in the ruins of the old city of Pernik 
(see Laurent, Corpus, V.3, 165-166. The information of the author was provided by J. Jouroukova). The same source 
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of information told me that this is not true. The molybdobull belonged to a private person and the find-spot was 
unknown. D. 15.5-17 (13) 2 mm. A good imprint and a well preserved specimen. 

b. Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 13505. Found in the region of Pomorie. D. 12-14 (13) 2 mm. The imprint is 
comparatively complete in spite of the small seal. The molybdobull is well-preserved. 

Both specimens have been imprinted with an identical boulloterion. 


Ed. a: Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no. 1824; b: Ñopaanos, Auxuano, 37-38. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Inscription of four lines: 


a) + | ADXIAA'| A’EAPON | ΦΠΡΟΤ. | CTAT’ 
b) t| .... AA | . CAPON | . ΠΡΟΤΟ | .TAT 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


a) CK€IT | MICONNI | . HOOP’ | OVT’ 

b) ΟΚΕΠ᾽ | MICONNI | KH®OP’ | OVT’ 

᾿Αγχιάλ(ου) (πρό)εδρον ὦ προτόστατ(α) 

σκέπ(οις) Μιχ(αὴλ) Νικηφόρ(ον) θύτ(ην) 

Before commenting on the information about these two groups of seals, I shall add the data of a 
representative of a third group: 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a sceptre (r. hand) and a globe (1. hand). 
Inscription in two columns: M-I || X-A. 


Κεν + | KER'O' | NIKH®O | POTOAP | XICIIICKO | IIOCATXI| AAOV 

Kept in the Dumbarton Oaks collection (DO 58.106.5236) (see: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 732). 
What is common to these three groups of seals? 
a) that an identical archbishopric is referred to - Anchialos; 
b) that the name of the archbishop is identical - Nicephorus; 
c) that in the three cases the patron of Nicephorus is St. Michael (in the second group the effigy 
of the St. Michael is indeed missing but the invocation for protection is directed to him). : 
d) that there is a chronological continuity between the groups: earliest is the one with the bust of 
St. Michael, followed by the one in which the figure of St. Michael is full-length and kinship 
with the Antiochean patriarch is emphasized, while last is the group with the metrical text. 


The conclusion to be made from the above remarks is that the three groups of seals belong to one 
and the same archbishop of Anchialos. They witness the fact that Nicephorus was prelate of Anchia- 
los for a longer period of time. 

The fact that only a single group of seals proclaimed his kinship to the Antiochean patriarch 
means that during the time of the other two, this high-ranking relative of his did not occupy the 
Antiochean seat. It is known that Nicephorus Mauros held the patriarchal throne of Antioch and the 
whole East after 1079/1080, but the duration of his patriarchal office remains a mystery. But there is 
evidence that in 1091 the titular was another person (see Laurent, Corpus, V. 2, no. 1525; Zacos 
Seals, Il, no. 57; Seyrig, no. 235). ' ' 

The conclusion which can be made from the above argument is that the three groups of seals of 
the archbishop of Anchialos could be arranged according to the following chronology: first group - 
before 1080; second - after 1080 but before 1091; the third group with a metrical text - after 1091. 

The information of the seals presented confirm that Nicephorus was archbishop of Anchialos for 


a considerable length of time and that his molybdobulls found in Constantinople, Sozopol, Anchialos 
and elsewhere illustrate his various contacts. 


2.3 Στέφανος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Αγχιάλου (XII^ century) 


In a private collection (Al. Peikov from Veliko Turnovo). Find-spot not precisely known, found somewhere between 
Aitos and Bourgas. D. 24-24.5 mm. Excellent well-preserved specimen. 
Unpublished. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Michael standing en face, holding a labarum (r. hand) and a globe (1. hand). No titles. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
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+APXI. | ΠΙΟΚΟΠΟ | AFXIAAOV| .TE®A.. | .. ΕΠ. 

Ε᾿Αρχι[ε]πισκόπο Αγχιάλου [Σ]τεφάν[ου σκ]έπ[ε] 

An archbishop of the city by the same name participated in a meeting of the synod in 1166 and 
signed several of its documents (see Grumel, Regestes, no. 1059). The name of this same archbishop 
also appears among the participants in another synod meeting on January 30, 1170 (see Petit, Docu- 
ments, 480.16, 486.4, 489.7; Grumel, Regestes, no. 1109). 

The iconography of the seal and its text date it at the earliest to the second half of the XI 
century. But we cannot be certain whether the owner of the seal is identical with archbishop 
Stephanos (1166-1170). 


th 


3. ᾽Αδριανούπολεως 


This was the main city of the Macedonia theme established in the period between 789 and 802, 
whose main task was to defend the capital from the attacks of the Bulgarians. A turma of the theme 
also resided there. The role of the city was strategic for Bulgarian-Byzantine relations throughout 
the Middle Ages. During the first quarter of the IX" century a commerciaria was established in 
Adrianoupolis with regard to the new frontier between Bulgaria and Byzantium and their trade 
contacts. 

According to the data of the Escurial Tactic, in 975 Adrianoupolis became the main city of a duke- 
dom which connected the themes of Thrace and Macedonia militarily, and thus favoured the expan- 
sive policy of the Empire. Probably this was the reason because of which the iconographical subject 
of almost all seals which belonged to the rulers of the city was connected with St. George. 

During the first half of the XI" century, Adrianoupolis maintained its strategic position as a duke- 
dom and later as a katepanate. Its importance increased substantially after the mass invasions of the 
new nomadic tribes. During a certain period (1060s-1070s), the city of Mesembria joined it, which 
can be seen on the seals below. 

The city of Adrianoupolis was again the centre of a dukedom around the late XI" century in con- 
nection with the new administrative reorganisation implemented by Alexius I Komnenos. The city 
maintained its significant military and administrative role during the XII" century. 

Bibliography: Cka6anauosuu, Bus. zocydapcmeo, 224-225; Oikonomides, Listes, 348, 349, 354-355; ΚΟΠΕΠΒΡΟΒ, 
Maxedounun, 52-69; Gregoriou-Ioanidou, 68, 70, 77; Kühn, Armee, 206-207; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 123-124. 

The town was an episcopal center already at the time of Constantine I the Great and is mentioned by 
the ecclesiastical organization in the province Hemimont from the IV" century. It is attested in almost 
all references as an increase was observed in the number of episcopal centers subordinate to it. 
Bibliography: Laurent, Synodicion, 1-34; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, 543-544; Asdracha, Rhodopes, 137-148, 190-193; 
Asdracha, Thrace, 258-259, 274-277. 


3.1 Χριστοφόρος ὕπατος Καὶ Κουμμερκιάριος ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (822-823) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 25915. Found in the medieval stronghold near the village of Matochina, 
district of Svilengrad (Boukelon). D. 26.8-28.9 mm; field over 27 mm; thickness 3 mm. The blank is too small 
for die and therefore the imprint is incomplete. Some portions of the representation and inscription are out of the 


» blank. A very well preserved specimen. 

Ed. MopaanoB-Aa;mkoB, Xackoso, I, Ne 8. 

Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, no. 283. Republished by: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 44.5. 

Obv. Busts of two emperors of equal height (Michael II with rounded beard on 1. and Theophilos 
beardless on r.) both wearing crowns surmounted with a cross and a chlamys; a cross in the field 
between them, and the sign of indiction A beneath. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

+ XP.. | TOMOP’..| SKOMMEP. |AAPIANO| ΠΟΛΕΟ 

+ Χρ[ισ]τοφόρί(ου) [ὑπ(άτου)] (kai) koppep[k(taprov)] ᾿Αδριανο(υ)πόλ.εο(ς) 

This seal gives important information for Bulgarian-Byzantine relations during the first half of 
the IX" century. It is the earliest seal of the commerciaria in Adrianoupolis that attests the official 
determination of the boundaries between Bulgaria and Byzantium after the signing of the peace treaty 
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in 815. The seal of Λέων διοικητής καὶ Κουμμερκιάριος ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως which has been dated 
by its publishers to 838-839, reveals the later development of the kommerciaria of Adrianoupolis (see 
Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 44.6). 


3.2 ΘεοδωροΚάνος πατρίκιος Καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (1000-1006) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17601. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 29-33 (25) 3.5 mm, W. 22.70 g. 
Incomplete imprint. Because of the loosing of the dies and the boulloterion, there is a space of about 5 mm 
between the image and the text. The imprint itself has been perfectly preserved. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Πρεζπαθ, Ne 194 
Parallels: Auction, Gorny&Mosch, no. 118, 14-15.X.2002, no. 2589. Struck in a different boulloterion or a replaced die. 
Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and shield (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: ©-T- € || Ο-Ρ-ΓΙ-Ο’. 
A circular inscription along the dotted border: +K.ROHOITWCWAOVAW 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


. OEO |. OPOKAN'| .ATPIKIOC | KCAOVZA | ΔΡΙΑΝΟΠ | OAIS 

[-]Θεο[δ]οροκάν(ος) [π]ατρίκιος kè δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανο(υ)πόλἰς 

We would like to add the following new data: 

1. Three seals - one of them is found in Syria (see Chapot, V. Antiquites de Syrie. Plombs 
byzantines, REA, 6, 1904, p. 33); a second, unpublished one from the Fogg A. M. collection, no. 2093 
and a third one is unpublished from MK Berlin no. 975 (1922) - are inscribed with the following texts: 


Obv. +KER’O’ | TOCWAS | AWOEOA | POKANO) | A'CITAOAP'| 
Rev. €IIIT8 | XTPIKA | IN8SCTP | .THI OTS | APT. | 


= + Κύριε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοδ(ω)ροκάνῳ (πρωτο)σπαϑαρ(ίῳ) ἐπὶ τοῦ 

χρ(υσο)τρικλίνου (Καὶ) στρ[α]τηγῷ τοῦ ᾿Αρτίζε] 

2. In the collection of Athens Numismatic Museum a specimen is preserved inscribed as following 
(see Konstantopoulos, no. 594): 


Obv. + KCR'O'| ΤΘΟΩΔ8 | ΘΕΟΔΩΡ | KAN'A'CII | AOAPT 
Rev. | ΕΠΙΤΕ | XTPIKA. | .SAPXIT. | THTHCA | NATOA’ 

= + Κύριε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοδ(ω)ροκάν(ῳ) (πρωτο)σπαϑαρί(ῳ) ἐπὶ tod 

χρίυσο)τρικλ[ίν(ου)] (kai) ἀρχιγ[έ]τῃ τῆς ᾿Ανατολ(ῆς) 

3. A marginal note which appears in an Armenian gospel book informs us that it was written in 
1006-1007 in the Macedonia theme and particularly in the city of Adrianoupolis by order of Ἰωάννης 
β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ πρόξιµος to the duke of T’ot’oraxan (see Stoimenov, D. Quand le pa- 
trice Theodorokanos a-t-il ete duc d'Adrinople.- Etudes Balkaniques, 2, 1990, 107-111). 

How can this new information be useful for the identification of the owner of the seal from 
Preslav together with the previous ones? 

The two groups of seals are dated generally to the late X'^ century or to the early XI" century. The 
similarity between them gives us reason to suggest that the owner was one and the same person. 

The first group of seals presents their owner as strategos of “Apte. The name of this strategeia 
is mentioned only in the Escurial Tactic and it concerns the present village of Artzi (or Ardi) located 
55 km from the city of Theodosioupolis. The Byzantine authorities have dominated it for a short 
period between 975 and 979 and again after 1000, but we do not know if it was still a strategeia (see 
Oikonomides, Listes, p. 363) 

The second group of seals presents the owner already as ἀρχιγέτης τῆς ᾿Ανατολῆς. The office 
of ἀρχιγέτης is a departure point for discussion. Some researchers have assumed that it concerns the 
hoplitarchos, i.e. the head of the infantry during a military campaign or particular military operations, 
while others have explained it as a technical term which just means a commander (see Oikonomides, 
Listes, p. 353). It is clear that this inscription is not just a technical term but concerns a concrete 
person related to the East. And probably this person was the commander of the eastern infantry. 

If the owner of these two groups of seals is assumed to be our Theodorokanos, then they proba- 
bly reflect an earlier stage of his career when he served in the East. Initially he was a strategos of 
᾿Αρτζε in Georgia and after that he commanded the eastern infantry. Finally he was awarded the 
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higher title and rank of patrician and he was transferred to the western military line. Then he became 
duke of Adrianoupolis and our seal in question dates just to this time. It is difficult to define any exact 
dating. There are two possibilities. The first one is that the seal dates from the period of 975-979. The 
second one suggests that it was used just before the time when its owner took part in the conquest of 
the Bulgarian lands (after 1000). 

The two groups of seals give further information about this particular commander who has sud- 
denly appeared on the historical scene. 

The marginal note from 1006-1007 confirms the text of the seal from Preslav. The proximious of 
the duke Theodorokanos ordered the gospel in 1006-1007 and if this Theodorokanos was the person 
in question whose correspondence had been received in Preslav, then his service as a duke of 
Adrianoupolis finished about 1006-1007. 


3.3 Θεοφύλακτος ἀνδύπατος, πατρίκιος, βέστης Καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 
(X^-XI" centuries) 


In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, probably Preslav. D. 17-17.5 mm. Blank too small for die and therefore 
the imprint is incomplete. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 44.1. 

Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines and followed by ornament: 
sth et | AK’ANO. | ITTIAT’REC | T’SA8EAA | PIANSIT| 
[+Oe0gvA]ak(tog) ἀνϑ[ύ](ατος) πατ(ρίκιος) βέστ(ης) (kai) δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπ(όλεως) 
Probably Theophylaktos was a predecessor of Theodorochanos. 


3.4 Νικόλαος μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (970s) 


Private possession of a Veliko Turnovo collector (Al. Peykov). A cast of the original was sent to me by my 
colleague K. Dochev. Later I examined the original in the collection of St. Bilik from Sofia. According to its 
first owner, Mr. Peykov, the molybdobull originated in Silistra. D. 25-26 (18) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Entire 
fields of the dies have not appeared. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Inscription in two columns: 
wa [| K-0- A? 

Rev. Inscription of five lines and followed by ornament: 
+NIKO | A'MITPO | HOA A.. | IAN. | ΠΟ. 

+ Νικόλ(αος) µιτροπολ(ίτης) ᾿Α[δρ]ιαν[ου|πό[λεως] 
In the collection of IFEB, πο. 507, another molybdobull is kept which has the same iconographic 
subject and text but the letters in it are arranged otherwise: 


Rev. + NI | KOAAMI | .POIIOA' | AAPIAN | 8ITOA’ (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 717). 


Its editor supposes that he is the same bishop of Adrianopolis present at the passing away 
of John Tzimiskes who died on 11 January 976 r.: *He called the proedros of Adrianopolis 
Nicholas, a venerable and holy man, and revealed to him the sins of his life" (see Jles /Inakon, c. 
94; the discussion about the exact date of death of John I Tzimiskes is also presented there). 

This is the same Nicholas from the Chrysoverg family who later occupied the patriarchal throne 
between 979 and 991. 

The discovery of the molybdobull in Silistra point to correspondence being received here. To 
whom was it addressed? It's not impossible that Nicholas was a confessor of the emperor and ex- 


'changed correspondence with him when the latter, heading the Byzantine army, conquered Dristra. 


This explanation is quite probable if one takes into account the piety of John I Tzimiskes after his 
enthronement. 
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3.5 Γρηγόριος or Πανθεριος μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (χι century) 


In private possession (coll. of Zhelyazko Dimov, Burgas). I received a plaster impression of this seal from my colleage 
Ivan Karayotov. Find-spot: district of Elhovo (probably the village of Melnitza). D. 18-21 (over 22 ?) ? mm. 
Weakly imprinted which makes its reading difficult. The completion of the homonym is somewhat uncertain. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitza, no. 14. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. In the centre of the image one can see part of a standing figure of the Virgin on a subpedaneum 
holding before her a medaillon with a likeness of Child Christ. On both sides, there are partial 
figures of two standing saints (St. Peter and Paul) who are reaching out toward her hands. At the 
left of the Virgin one sees the letter € perhaps from the name of St. Peter. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


OK.. | OHO'T... | ΟΡΙΩΜΗΤΕ. | AITHAA. |..ΝΟΥΠ. |. EWC 
[+]O(eotó)k[e β]οήϑ(ει) Γ[ρηγ]ορίῳ or Π[ανθ]ερίῳ μητρ[οπο]λίτη ᾿Αδ[ρια]νουπ[όλ]εως 
If the reading of the first name as l'[pny]opío is correct, such an archiereus of Adranopolis is 
unknown from the narrative sources. If we read Π[ανθ]ερίῳ, the metropolitan could be the one at- 
tested in March 1072 (see Oikonomides, Decret synodal, 57, n. 22; 60, 66). 


3.6 Seals of a metropolitan of Adrianopolis ? (XI? century) 


In private possession (coll. of Zhelyazko Dimov, Burgas). My colleague Ivan Karayotov sent me a plaster copy of the 
same seal. Find-spot: district of Elhovo (village of Melnitza). D. 19-20 (16) ? mm. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitza, no. 15. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. In the field above is a representation of the bust of Christ. Beneath it there are two standing 
saints, St. Paul on the left and St. Peter on the right. They are half-turned toward the bust of 
Christ above. Their hands are turned toward him. 

Vertical inscription between them: II-A-V-A- || Π-ε-Τ-Ρ᾽ 


This essentially anonymous seal bears the same iconographic subject as the seals of Gregory/ 
Pantherios, Eusthatios and Nicephorus, metropolitans of Adrianopolis. Since the seal was recovered 
together with that of Gregory not far from Adrianopolis, it is possible to assume that it was affixed to 
correspondence from the metropolitan during that period. 


3.7 Seals of a metropolitan of Adrianopolis ? (XI^ century) 


In private possession (coll. of Ivan Simeonov, Burgas). A plaster impression of this seal was given to me some twenty years 
ago by my colleague Kamen Dimitrov. Its find-spot was likely the same as the previous specimen. D. 17-18 mm. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitza, no. 16. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Standing figure of the Virgin, with a nimbus, maphorion and hymation, en face. It is impossible 
to discern the details of the representation and the inscription with an epithet. 

Rev. In the field above probably the bust of Christ. Beneath it two standing saints (St. Paul and St. Peter). 
They are turned half-way toward Christ represented above. Their hands are turned toward him. 


It cannot be excluded that this anonymous seal was also affixed to correspondence of the metro- 
politan of Adrianopolis. 


3.8 Εὐστάθιος μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (XII" century) 


In the private possession of a collector in Novi Pazar. It was offered for sale to the Historical Museum of Shoumen 
where it was documented. It was later returned to the owner because he did not agree to the purchase price 
offered. D 42-43 (32) 3 mm. A superbly preserved seal. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Peter (1.) and St. Paul (r.) standing in profile; St. Peter with head raised toward a small bust of 
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Christ in upper field; St. Peter holding a long cross (r. hand) and extending a l. arm toward 
Christ, a gesture repeated by St. Paul, who holds a book (1. hand). Two vertical inscriptions 
between them: 
G-IT-€-T-P-O-C1|O-TI-A- V-A-O-C- O ἅ(γιος) Πέτρος || ἄ(γιος) Παῦλος 
Rev. Inscription of six lines. There is a six-pointed star engraved in the field below the inscription: 
EVTAOI | ΟΝΠΑΝΑΓΝΕ | KAIMVTAIAOIS8 | THCAAPIANS | TONOVTHNCKE | 
ΠΟΙΟΜΕ 
Εὐστάθιον, Πανάγνε, καὶ µυσται Λόγου τῆς ᾿Αδριανου τὸν θύτην, σκέποις, µε 
The seal is dated to the XII" century. The synodic list of the metropolite Adrianopolis indicates 
three metropolitans (nos 20-22), one of whom is Εὐστάθιος. They are not known from other sources. 
According to Laurent, Eustathios took the throne in the last quarter of the XII" century (see Laurent, 
Synodikon, 8-9, 21). 


3A.9 Συμεὼν βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως Καὶ Μεσημβρίας 
(the 70s of the XI" century) 

a. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 24593. D. 18-19 (18 ?) 3 mm. W. 6.5 g. A good but incomplete imprint. 

b. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 29630. D. 10-18 (18 ?) 3 mm. W. 6.5 g. Half of an imprint which was 
sometimes good. l ` 

Both specimens were imprinted with the same boulloterion. 

Ed. Mopaanos, /7pecaca, Ne 195-196. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. St. Nicholas standing, blessing (r. hand) and holding the Gospels (1. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: O-A-TT-O-C || N-I-KO-A-A-O 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
a) . KER’O’| .VMEMNRE |..APX’SKATE | .ANAAPIANS j.DACOSME | .HMRPIA 
b) . .. ROJ. ... QNRE€J..... ΚΑΤΕΙ.. .. . PIANS|. ... SMC€|.. . .PIA 
[+] Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) [Σ]υμεὼν βε[στ]άρχ(ῃ) (koi) Κατε[π]άν(ω) 
᾿Αδριανου[π]όλεο(ς) (kai) Με[σ]ημβρία(ς) 
An analysis of this seal is done with the commentary of Mesembria. 


4. Αἰγαίον πελάγους 

This seaside theme was established in the first half of the IX" century. It was reported for the first 
time in the Tactic of Uspenski, which indicated its titular as δρουγγάριος τοῦ Αιγαίου πελάγους 
(Oikonomides, Listes, U 53.18). The other tactics (including the Escurial one) also mentioned it but 
they showed its titular as στρατηγὸς τοῦ Αἰγαίου πελάγους. 
Bibliography: Pertusi, De tem., 154-155; Ahrweiler, Le Mer, p. 75; Oikonomides, Listes, 46-47, 353, 358; Nesbitt- 
Oikonomides, DOS, 2, no. 40. 


4.1 Φίλιππος P’rpwtoonadvapios Καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Αἰγαίου πελάγους 
(X" century) 
Plaster cast from the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov made in 1956 in Burgas. Find-spot of the original: probably the region 
of Burgas. The current place where the original is preserved is unknown. Half of a whole specimen. D. 17-28 mm. 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Along dotted border circular inscription beginning on l.: 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
„IAIN | ...CIIA | ..CTPA |..T8€T |.. AAT" 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)]ϑει [τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Φ]ιλίπ(π)[ῳ β᾽(πρωτο)]σπα[ὑ(αρίφ) 
(kai)] στρα[τ(η)γ(ῷ)] τοῦ Ey(atov) [πε]λάγ(ους) 
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The seal has been generally dated to the X" century and this fact, as well as its discovery in the 
region of Burgas, attests that there was some movement of units from this theme to the cities in the 
Black Sea region. This process accorded with the naval character of the theme. 


5. ᾿Αἶνιος 

Ainos, modern Enez in Turkish Thrace on the right bank of the Maritsa estuary was originally a 
suffragant bishopric of Traianoupolis. It is mentioned in the ekthesis of Pseudo-Epiphanios (dated to 
the IV" century) as an archbishopric (in 640) and in 1032 it was already a metropolitanate whose rank 
it kept until the end of the empire and also during the Ottoman period (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, 614- 
615; Asdracha, Thrace, 242-243). 


5.1 ᾿Ανδρόνικος ᾿Αἶνιος (XI^-XII^ centuries) 


Museum of History, Pernik, no. 939. Found during the excavations of the medieval city. D. 19-21 (15-16) 2.6 mm. 
Well centered but not sharp specimen. 

Ed. IOpykosna, IIepuux, c. 129, ra6n. IV.3. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands raised before her. Sigla: M || © 
Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines: 
-AP |. NIKQAE| .ITOINATO. | TBAIN'C .| HOIC 
[ -᾽Αν]δρ[ο]νίκῳ Δέ[σ]ποινα τὸ[ν] tot’ Aiv(ov) σ[κ(έ)]ποις 
Andronikos is an unknown prelate of Ainos. 


6. Αντιοχείας 


Anthiocheia was an ancient and medieval city. After being recaptured by Byzantium on October 28, 
969, it became the main city of a dukedom. The duke of Antioch had a high rank and only the domes- 
tikos of the schools was higher than him. The duke commanded elite units of the eastern provinces. 


Bibliography: Laurent, Gouverneurs d' Antioch, 221-254; Kühn, Armee, 170-182 about the significance of this duke- 
dom and list of its titulars. 


6.1 Μιχαὴλ Ἰασίτης μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ ᾽Αντιοχείας (?-1047) 


Museum of History, Yambol. no. 6023. Found near the village of Melnitza in the Gradishteto locality by Dimitar 
Neychev from Elhovo in 1992, D. 29.34 mm. 

A fragment having a triangular shape. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitza, no. 39. 

Parallels: Cheynet, Zacos, HI, no. 40; Cheynet, J.-Cl. Les ducs d’ Antioche sous Michael IV et Constantin IX, Novum 
Millenium. Studies on Byzantine History and Culture dedicated to Paul Speck, 19 December 1999, Ashgate 
2001, 53-63. ο 

Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of eight lines: 

.€R. | .COA. | ..AHA | ...CTP() | ..CTP@ | .SK'ANT |..HACT. | .ACITH 

[* K(ópu]s β(οή)[ϑ(ει) τῷ] σῷ δ[ού(λῳ) Μιχ]αὴλ [μαγ(ύ]στρῳ [(kai) 8ovk(1) ᾿Αντ(υ[οχ]ήας 

τ[ῷ ᾿Πασίτῃ 

Due to the fragmentary character of the specimen, the complete text cannot be read. This chiefly 
concerns one or more toponyms. The reading given above is rather influenced by the parallel speci- 


men in the collection of Zacos. The same collection also contains another seal similar to the one 
presented (see Zacos, III, no. 1470): 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Around the representation 
there is a circular inscription with invocation. 

Rev. ...... IMATICT. |... T'SA..].. CHCAV.J|OCTOHA|CIT' 
- [* Μιχαὴλ] μαγίστ[ρῳ βέσ]τ(η) (καὶ) 8[ovk(i) πά]σης Δύ[σε]ος τῷ Ἠασίτ(η) 


34 





ο... ' ““ώ 








The IFEB collection has preserved a specimen with the following description: 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios as above. Remains of a vertical inscription:....|T-PI-()-C 
Rev. MIX...|CIAOA..|JAASCTP.|THI TOH|ACHT' 


It could be supposed that all three groups of seals belonged to the same person. 

Who was Michael lasites? His name is reported several times by Skylitzes. Information concerning 
him can also be found in the chronicle of Aristakes Lastivertzes which has reported someone Ἰασίτης 
as a katepanos of Ἰβερίας in 1037 (see Skylitzes, 402.7). 

After conquering the capital of the Armenian Bagratidians in 1045, Μιχαὴλ. βέστῃ τῷ Ἰασίτη 
was appointed duke of the city (see Skylitzes, 435.1). The name of the same person had surfaced 
again related to the invasion by the Amir Dvin Abdul Sevar called Aplesphares by the Byzantines but 
then Michael Iasites was already βεστάρχης (see Skylitzes, 437.37). 

The latest report on Iasites locates him in the Balkans and it is connected with the rebellion 
headed by Leon Tornicius in 1047. After the latter was repulsed and driven from the capital Constan- 
tinople, he returned to Arkadioupolis and set up his camp there. He soon laid siege unsuccessfully to 
Redesto, and returned again to Arkadioupolis. “As soon as the troops of the east had crossed into 
Thrace from Chrysopolis and Abydus the Emperor sent them into action against the apostates with the 
magistros Michael Iassites (Μιχαὴλ μάγιστρον τὸν Ἰασίτην) in command. He concentrated his 
forces in one body and encamped near the apostates, but did not let battle commence; he treated the 
prisoners with kindness and discreetly sent a letter to [the apostates] announcing an amnesty of mis- 
deeds and generous distribution of benefits" (see Skylitzes, 441.61-69). As a result of this far-sighted 
policy of Michael Iasites, which continued during the winter of 1047 and 1048, the followers of Leon 
Tornicius gradually abandoned his camp and defected to the side of the emperor. This is how that 
rebellion was finally suppressed. 

If we assume that the seals presented above belonged to the same person, then their texts supple- 
ment our knowledge about this commander. 

In the seal from IFEB, he is a spatharokandidatos and strategos. Obviously, these were his posi- 
tions before 1045. 

But how can we comment on his office reflected on the specimens from the stronghold near the 
village of Melnitza and of the collection of Zacos, III? According to the publisher of the specimen, 
this was the position of Michael lasites after the crushing of the rebellion of Leon Tornicius. This 
assumption would appear acceptable but how then can we explain that his correspondence was re- 
ceived in the stronghold of Melnitza in his capacity as a duke of Antioch? It is possible that Skylitzes 
had in mind the position of Michael lasites as a duke of Antioch when he mentioned "the troops of the 
east". As was written above, these elite units from the eastern provinces were under the command of 
the duke of Antioch. It could be assumed that Michael lasites arrived in the Balkans with that appoint- 
ment and in that capacity wrote to the commander of the garrison in the stronghold near the village of 
Melnitza. 

The third group of seals, if they indeed do relate to him, reflects best his position during the 
period of the Tornikios rebellion. He had been put in charge of all the armed forces of the Empire for 
a concrete military campaign, i.e. δοὺξ πάσης Δύσεως. 

Of course, it is possible that he was appointed duke of Antioch, a prominent position in the 
empire, after the events in the Balkans and that he wrote to an acquaintance or relative who was in the 
garrison stationed in the stronghold near the village of Melnitza. 


7. Ανατολῆς 


From the administrative point of view, the term Ανατολῆς was used until the X^ century to indi- 
cate the territories that had previously belonged to the praefectura pretorio per Orientem, i.e. themes 
of Asia Minor together with those of Thrace and Macedonia or the territories situated to the east of 
Constantinople, that is Asia Minor. In the X" century, the army command of the Orient was separated 
from that of the West (that is Europe, see here). According to the seals of the X" and XI" century, 
the entity called Ανατολῆς comprised only military commands (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 


3, p. 172). 
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7.1 Ἰωάννης σεβαστός kai μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Ανατολῆς Καὶ Δύσεως 
(first half of the XII^ century) 


In private possession. It was offered for purchase to the Museum of Archaeology in Bourgas and my colleague Kara- 
yotov sent me a cast. It was found in the vicinity of the village of Rouen, region of Bourgas. D. 38-40 (30) ? mm. 
A magnificent imprint. Its upper part was holed and it was probably worn as an icon. 

Unpublished. 


Parallels: In the collections of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 58.106.3227 and 55.1.2423) and the Istanbul Museum 
there are copies of the same reverse with the same text but with another arrangement of the letters (see 
Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 942). 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r.hand) and a shield (1. hand). 
Inscription in two columns 9-A-H-MH || T-PI-OC 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


IMCE | RATOCKAI | ΜΕΓΑΟΔΟΜΕ | TIKOCIIACHC | ANATOAHC | KAIAVCE | WC 

Ἰω(άννης) σεβαστός Καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης ᾿Ανατολῆς Καὶ Δύσεως 

The publisher of the parallels specified above, V. Laurent, identifies the owner of the seal with 
Ἰωάννης ᾿Αξοῦχος who was mentioned in this capacity by various narrative sources. 

He was Turkish by birth and was captured during the takeover of Nikaeia by Bohemund of Tar- 
ent on June 19", 1097, after which he was sent to Alexius I Komnenos. Being of the same age as the 
heir John II Komnenos, he enjoyed his protection and they became friends. In 1118 he was introduced 
to the rank of the sebastos and appointed as a grand domesticos. His situation in the palace was so 
high that the members of the emperor's family never hesitated to descend from their horses and to 
render homage when meeting him. 

But according to the words of Choniates, this military officer had a meek heart full of good deeds 
and he was loved by everybody. In 1119 he had a brilliant opportunity to prove his humanity. When 
Anna Komnena was involved in a plot to bring down her brother, the grand domesticos who had 
received from the emperor all prerogatives to conduct the investigation, remembered the good which 
the cesaressa bestowed on him. 

He died between 1151 and 1154 (for excerpted information about his life see Guilland, Recher- 
ches, 1, 407-408; Gautier, /talikos, nos. 8, 41-44). 


7.2 Ἰωάννης σεβαστός Καὶ μέγας δομέστικος πάσης ᾿Ανατολῆς 
(first half of the XII^ century) 


In private possession. A photo of it was sent to me by my colleague Valeri Yotov from the Museum of History in 
Dobrich on September 17", 1996, According to him. the original was unusual and as if made from a white metal 
(argyrobull?). It was offered for purchase but a deal was never struck. Even if itis a copy of an original seal, it 
copies one unknown. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. A full-length figure of a saint without a nimbus or a ruler, caesar with ruler's insignia (he has a 
diadem or caesar's crown on his head and he is dressed in a divitission which is girded with a 
loros). In his r. hand he holds a globus crusiger and supports his 1. hand on a long labarum. An 
inscription on the left has not survived but the one on the right is in vertical lines: O€-OA-POC-C. 
If the figure belonged to a saint, the left inscription would have been O-A-T-I-O-C. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


IQ). | .ATOCKA. | METACAOME | CFKOCTACC | A.ATOA. | ..ON 

[+] Ἰω(άννης) [σεβ]αστός kali] μέγας δομέστ(ι)κος πάσ(η)ς ᾿Α[ν]ατολ[ικ]ὸν 

The inscription and the text are unusual. Often the letter T seems to substitute T, sometimes 
II and perhaps T. The unusual image on the reverse left aside, I would accept that this is a seal 
of an ordinary sebastos and grand domesticos of the East whose seal was made in a provincial 
studio and perhaps refers to the one represented above. 
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7.3 ᾿Αδράλεστος πατρίκιος, δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Καὶ τῆς Ανατολῆς 
th 
(X century) 
In a private collection (Sofia). Of unknown provenance but probably originates from northeastern Bulgaria. D. 23- 
23.5 mm. A good imprint and a well-preserved molybdobull. 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. The field is divided by four diameters into eight equal parts decorated with dots. On the circum- 
ference two letters are inscribed in each part, forming the following inscription: KC-RO-HO- 
€I-T@-CW-A8-AQ. This decoration could be a combination of two crosses, a regular Greek 
cross and a Saint Andrew's cross. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

+ AA PA. | MATPIK’S | AOMECT’T’ | €z8RIT']| SANATO | A’ ; 

Κύριε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ᾿Αδρα[λ(έστῳ)] πατρικ(ίῳ) (koi) δομεστ(ίκῳ) τ(ῶν) 

ἐξκουβίτ(ων) (καὶ) ᾿Ανατολῆς 

The seal is generally dated according to its iconography (quite similar to the seals of Symeon 
magistros and logothetos tou dromou, see Mopzanos, Mpecnae, Ne 128-129) and text to the last 

quarter of the X^ century. m , ; S 
The owner of the seal is ᾿Αδράλεστος δοµέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων, i.e. commander ofa 

tagma corpus which was second in importance. In the Escurial Tactic (975), the excubites, like the 

corpus of the schools, are divided not in two but three parts: the first under the command of δοµέστικος 
τῶν ἐξκουβίτων τῆς Ανατολῆς (Oikonomides, Listes, S. 265.16); the second of δομέστικος τῶν 
ἐξκουβίτων τῆς Δύσεως (Oikonomides, Listes, S. 265.17); and the third which was stationed in the 
capital and whose commander is only called δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων (Oikonomides, Listes, 

. δε that this division was done some time before the Escurial Tactic because, according to 

Kekaumen, Nikoulitsas Delphinas was appointed by emperor Roman II (959-963) as a domesticos of the 

excubites in Hellas (δομέστικον τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Ἑλλάδος, see JInraspun, Kexasmen, 280-281). 
The text of the seal points out that Adralestos was not only a domesticos of the eastern excubites 

but also a domesticos of the East. No such combination of both offices is known from other sources. 

One may guess that the domesticos of the excubites sent to this part of the empire was also entrusted 

with the command of all military units dispatched to the East, i.e. he was supreme commander of the 

army forces found here during a particular military operation. 
On the earlier period of his career when he was ἐκ προσώπου of the strategos of the Thrace and 

Ioannopolis theme, see here under no. 35B.19. 


8. ᾽Ανατολικῶν 


Anatolikon was one of the most significant themes in Central Asia Minor. The earliest evidence of 
its strategos dates from 669. Generally this theme has included the lands of ancient Phrygia, Lykao- 
nia, Pissidia and Lydia. The strategos of Anatolikon occupied one of the first places in the list found 
in the Escurial Tactic ahead of the domestikos of the schools of the East and of the West (Oikonomides, 
Listes, S. 263.22-24). During the XI" century the ruler of this theme, in contrast to the other themes, was 
still called strategos and tended to be appointed as duke (Cheynet, Du stratege au duc, 187-188). 


8.1 Βαλάντιος βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν 
(IX*- X" centuries) 


National Museum of History, Bucharest, Romania. Found in the Region of Silistra. Good, even though incomplete 
imprint. D. 25-26 mm. 

Ed. Banescu, O colectia, no. 6. 

No parallels known. | 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding book (l. hand). Vertical inscription in INS 
columns: O-A-T"|| N-I-K’. Along dotted border circular inscription: +KEROHOHTWCWAOVA 
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Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


ΚΑΛΑ. | THOR'A'C |.AG'SCTPA |.HTOT’AN | ATOAIKO | NAMI. 

+ Κ(ύρυε βοήϑη τῷ σῷ S0vA(w) Βαλα[ν]τήῳ βἴπρωτο)σ[π]αϑ(αρίῳ) (Καὶ) στρα[τ]ηγο 

τ(ὸν) ᾿Ανατολικον ἀμὶν] 

This seal is dated according its inscription and suffix ἀμὴν generally to the IX'*- X*^ century, but 
the X" century is the more probable. 

The collection of the Athens Numismatic Museum (see Konstantopoulos, no. 151 and Shaw, 
no. 655) contains similar specimens bearing the same inscription and subject of representation but 
they are related to a strategos of Cappadocia. It is obvious that one and the same person is concerned 
but in the different stages of his career. 

The Museum of Istanbul has also preserved a seal with the same depiction on the obverse and on 
its reverse the name of Βαλάντιος is inscribed who is anthypatos, patrikios and strategos (see Eber- 
solt, Constantinople, no. 290). Unfortunately, there is not any illustration or transcription to prove the 
aforementioned. Therefore, we cannot definitely confirm that the person in question was one and the 
same during the latest period of his career. 

It is difficult to identify the owner of the seal Βαλάντιος with some person known from the 
narrative sources. Some Arabian sources report the name of a Byzantine general called Balantes from 
the X" century who should be the owner of the seal according to its first publisher. In this case, the 
problem is again posed of explaining the sojourn of this person in Dristra during the X" century. 


8.2 Διογένης πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν (971-?) 


à. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 22194. D. 24-24.5 (19) 3 mm, 10.62 g. Incomplete imprint, parts of the dies 
with the image and the text have not survived. A well-preserved imprint but covered with lead oxides. 

b. Private collection. It was offered for purchase by the Museum of History in Stara Zagora where I documented it. 
D. 23-23 (19) 2.5 mm. An incomplete imprint having irregular round or rather rhomb-like form. 

The two specimens have been struck with the same die. 


Ed. lfopianos, Ipecaae, Ne 199-200. No parallels known. 

Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps; on either side, fleuron arising from the base. Along dotted 
border circular inscription: + KOROHOIT()C()ABSA" 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


a) |+ AHO | TEN'A'CTIA | O’SCTP... | TONANA . | AHR’ 

b) |+AHO|. . N'A'CIHA | . .CTPAT’?) .ONANAT^ | AHK’ 

+K(dprje βοήϑ(εγι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Δηογέν(ῃ) (πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ) (kai) στρατ(ηγῷ) τὸν 

᾿Ανατ(ο)ληκ(ῶν) 

The remark could be added to what is written in the quoted literature that the title of Diogenes 
was too low for his position, strategos of the East during the X"-XI" century. He probably occupied 


this office when the imperial protospatharios Peter was domestikos of the schools of the West (about 
the last mentioned, see here no. 26.1A). 


8.3 Λέων Μελισσινός πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾽Ανατολικῶν 
(the 70s-80s of the X" century) 


Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 13578. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 24-28 (over 25) 1.5 mm. The blank and 
the imprint were rather thin and the molybdobull is poorly preserved. 

Ed. Mopaanor, I7peczae, No 201. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
Εν | „EIT | .COA | .AQ 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
.. QN. | ΠΑΤΡΙΚ.. | SCTPATHI | TANAT... | ΤΜΕΛ... |.. 
[*K(ópu]e [βοήϑ]ει τ[ῷ] σῷ δ[ού]λῳ Λέ]ων[τ(ι) πατρικ[ίῳ] (kai) στρατηγ(ῷ) τ(ῶν) 
᾿Ανατ[ολ(ι)Κ(ῶν)] τῶ) Μελ[ισηνῷ] 


About Leon Melissinos see here, πο. 26.4, presenting the latest stage of his career. 
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9, ᾽Αντωνίου 


9.1 Λαύρας τοῦ Kop ᾽Αντωνίου (XIc.) 
Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia. Find-spot: Pliska during archaeological excavations in 1931-1937 con- 


ducted by K. Miatev. D. 25-25 (20) 2 mm. A well-centered but incomplete imprint. Parts of the image and 


some of the letters are missing. , 
Ed. Pepacumos, ITnucxa, Ne 5; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 1139; Mopaanos, [Inucxa, Ne 25. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands raised before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines preceded by decoration: 


|- THC | AAVPAC | T8K’VAN | ONI. 

+Tic λαύρας tod κ(υρίο)υ ᾿Α[ν]τωνί[ου] - 

In his publication Fr. Laurent suggests that this laura was identical with the μονῆς τοῦ KUP 
᾽Αντωνίου known since the reign of Isaac II Angelos (1185-1195), which was situated in the capital 
of Constantinople. Probably this laura had some material interests in Pliska (properties), in connec- 
tion with which he wrote to an addressee unknown to us, a secular clerk or a church representative. 


10.) Αρκαδιούπολεως 


Lule Burgas in Turkish Thrace today. This was an important strategic center and the residence of 
the strategos of the Thrace theme after its division into two parts in 800. The specimens from Preslav 
have given the first concrete information about the military and administrative development of the 
city and its surroundings. The unearthing of the seals in Preslav was the reason to suggest that there 
was a direct administrative connection between the cities of Preslav and Arkadioupolis, but what its 
character was has not been answered specifically. Now, in the light of the latest information that 
Arkadioupolis was a residence of the strategos of Thrace, these connections appear quite natural. 

Around 640 Arkadiopolis was an autocephalous archbishopric and its titulars participated in a 
number of ecumenical councils and patriarchal synods. In a notitia from the time of Isaac II Angelos 
(1185-1195), it already has the rank of a metropolitanate. There are suspicions that its rank was low- 
ered to an archbishopric in the early XIV" century. It is last mentioned as a metropolitanate in 1359. 
Bibliography: Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 640; Bemesanes, J72peo6saeapcku, Ne 26; Asdracha, Thrace, 231-233, 
279-280; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, p. 155. 


10.1 Λέων β᾽σπαδαροκανδιδατος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν Καὶ βασιλικὸς ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως 
(the third quarter of the ΧΙ” century) 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Veliki Preslav. no. 22979, D. 22.5-23 (15) 3 mm, 6.89 g. The reverse and obverse sides do 


not coincide due to loosening of the boulloterion. a 
b. Museum of Archaeology. Veliki Preslav, no. 20281. D. 21-25 (15) 2 mm. W. 6.89 g. The reverse and obverse sides 


do not coincide due to loosening of the boulloterion. - τ 
c. Museum of Archaeology, Veliki Preslav, no. 26476. The imprint is badly preserved and it is rolled up or it is tubular 
with an upper piece cut. W. 5.20 g. 
All three specimens are struck with the same die. 
Ed. Vopaanos, /7peczae, Νο 202-204. 
No parallels known. uu 
Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical inscription in 
two columns: Ο-Α-ΓΙ N-I-KO' 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ ACON | R'CITAGKA | NA’ ENITO | K'SR'AP | KAAI | IT 
+ Λέων β᾽σπαῦ(αρο)Κκανδ(ιδᾶτος) ἐπὶ τ(ῶν) o(i)k(erak@v) (kat) β(ασιλικὸς) 
᾿Αρκαδι(ου)π(όλεως) 












[+ Aye] Νικώ[λαε βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Στεφ[άν]ῳ ἀρχι[ε]π(ι)σκόπ(ῳ) 
[Αρ]καδιο(υ)πόλεοί(ς) 


Stephanos is not present in the bishops’ lists of the city. 


10.2 Κατακαλὼν σπαϑαροΚανδιδᾶτος Καὶ τουρμάρχης ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως 
(the third quarter of XI" century) 


Museum of Archaeology, Veliki Preslav, no. 101. D. 25-27 (24) 3 mm. W. 14.75 g. The reverse and obverse sides do 
not coincide due to loosening of the boulloterion. 

Ed. Mopaanosg, /7pecaae, Ne 205. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands raised before her. Sigla: MP || OV. Along dotted border 
circular inscription: ........ TOCOA..O 

Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded by decoration: 

| KATA Κ᾿ | ΠΘΑΚΑΝΔ᾽ | ..TOK’T@ | MAPAPK’ | AISITO' 

ΣΘ(εοτό)Κκε βοήϑει τ]ο co δ[ούλ]ο Κατακ(α)λ(ὼν) [σ]παὑ(αρο)Κκανδ(ι)[δά]το k(ai) 

τωρμάρχ(η) ᾿Αρκ(α)διουπό(λεως) 

The information obtained from this seal clarifies to a certain extent the number and the names of 
the turmas in the Thrace theme. Nesbitt and Oikonomides in DOS, 1, p. 155, assumed that the Thrace 
theme consists of three turmas: Thrace, Byzia and Sozopolis. The data received from two groups of 
seals, presented by the authors, testify that a turmarches ruled Thrace. According to the opinions of 
the same authors, this turmarches commanded part of the army of the theme situated near to the resi- 
dence of the strategos or to Arkadioupolis itself. The presence of a seal which belonged to the tur- 
marches of Arkadioupolis, though at a later period, refutes this assumption. The Thrace theme actual- 
ly consisted of three turmas. During a certain period these were Arkadioupolis, Byzia and Sozopolis. 
Their number and significance were in accordance with political developments. When the city of 
Sozopolis was within the borders of the Bulgarian state, it was replaced with another one. In that case 
the presence of a seal which belonged to the turmarches of Thrace can be explained (see Nesbitt- 
Oikonomides, DOS, 1, p. 155, no. 71.39). 


11, ᾽Αρμενιακοὶ 


One of the four original themes of Asia Minor. By the X" century the Armeniakoi included the 
western regions of the Pontos (see Nesbitt, McGeer and Oikonomides, DOS, 4, p. 54). 


11.1. Κωνσταντῖνος Ανεμᾶς σπαϑάριος kai ἐπισκεπτίτης ᾿Αρμενιακοῦ 
(X"-XI]^ century) 


Private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-20 (18) 3.5 mm. W. 8.2 g. Incomplete imprint 
which has been perfectly preserved. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: DO 55.1.2904 (see Nesbitt, McGeer and Oikonomides, DOS, 4, no. 22.14). Imprinted with the same boul- 
loterion. Two other copies are known in which the title of spatharios is missing. One is kept at the Athens 
Numismatic Museum (see Konstantopoulos, Stamulv, no. 66) while the other has been found in the fortress near 
the village of Nufarul, dictrict of Tulcea. Romania (see Barnea, Pontica, 16, 1983, 267-268, no. 4). 





DLL MBL< LAB ALAA ALMA LALA RUE 


Oby. Inscription of five lines, preceded and followed by decorations: 
-ᾱ-].. €R'O'] ..COAY | .QONCTA | .TINCII | OAPI. | - + - 
Rey. Inscription of five lines, a decoration above: 
--[S€IIIC | KCITAPM | ENIAK. | TOAN. | - ? - 
[Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οήγϑ(ει) [τῷ] σῷ δού(λφ) [Κ]ωνστα[ν]τίν(ῳ)] σπἰα]ρί[ῳ] (kai) ἐπισκεπίτίτῃ) 
᾽Αρμενιακ[οῦ] το ᾽Αν[εμᾶ ] 
One may ask what motivated this clerk in the administration of the Armeniakoi theme to write at 
least twice to what is now northeastern Bulgaria. 


10.3 ᾽Αντρόνικος διοικητὴς Καὶ £k προσώπου ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως Καὶ Μεσημβρίας 
(the third quarter of the XI" century) 


12. ᾿Ασίας 
12.1 ᾿Αποϑήκης τῶν ἀνδραπόδων ᾿Ασίας (694-695) 
In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-29 (?) 6 mm. Incomplete imprint but well-preserved. 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Veliki Preslav, no. 20176. D. 26-27 (21?) 3-4 mm. W. 9.85 g. A good imprint but badly 
kept. It is deeply corroded and broken. 

b. Museum of Archaeology. Veliki Preslav. no. 18559. D. 20-22 (21?) 2.5 mm. W. 6.95 g. Incomplete imprint. The 
blank was smaller than the diameter of the dies. 

The two specimens are from the same boulloterion. Find-spot: the strategeia of Preslav. 

Ed. Aopaanos, /7peczae. Ne 206-207. 

No parallels known. 





Obv. Justinian H standing, wearing a stemma, divitision and chlamys, and holding an orb with a cross 
i in r. hand. Inscription around the presentation: 


ΓΕΩΡΓΙΟΥ ATIWVITATON = Γεωργίου ἀπὸ ὑπάτων 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


JIOOH | .HCTWN | ANAPATI |.AQNACH |... 
[Α]ποϑή[κ]ης τῶν ἀνδραπ]ό]δων ᾿Ασή[ας ....... 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 


a) +KER. | HO'TO CO | A'ANTPO | NIK'A8 | K.. 
b) .KER.| .. TO. .|. . NTPOJ. . KA8| .. 
Rev. Vertical inscription in five lines: 
a). K.€K | ILOCOI)IT | APKAAIS | ΠΟΛ ΜΕ | CHMRPI |.. 
b) sez |.. OCOIT |.. KAA..|] . OA'SM.|CHMR.. |. 3 BK id 
+K(dpvle β[ο]ήϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) ᾿Αντρονίκ(ῳ) δ(ιουκ[ήτ(ηῃ)] κ[αὶ] ἐκ [π]ροσώπ(ου) Α seal with a similar inscription and image has been published by Zacos, Seals, I, no. 187. It 
᾿Αρκαδιουπόλ(εως) (kai) Μεσημβρί[ας] concerns αποθήκης (a store), in which the goods made by the captives, mainly Slavs, were kept. 
Zacos pointed out a similar store in Phrygia. The inscription of our specimen is not well-preserved but 
available letters show that it could be attributed to Asia. 





10.4 Στέφανος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως (X"-XI" c.) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 15030. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24-26 (18) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. The 12 ^ À A , ΄ 
blank is well centred but the imprint is shallow and obtuse. i à Ta βασιλικά Κομμέρχια Ασίας (755-756 m 770-771) 
Ed. Hopananos, Cunncrpa, IT, No 13. i Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 12. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-28 mm. Blank too small for die, 
No parallels known. ; therefore the imprint is incomplete. 
Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Along dotted border circular Ed.: Schlumberger, Inedite, no. 149; JInxawes, Jaruposanupie, c. 203; ΜΥΠΙΜΟΒ, HHeuaru, Ne 5; Zacos, Seals, I, p. 166, no. 8. 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Two imperial busts: Constantine V (1.) bearded and Leo IV beardless (r.), both wearing chlamyses 
and crowns; no remains of inscription. 


inscription: ....NIKQ.... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


CTE® |..(QAPXI | IPCKOII | .KAAIO | IIOA€O' 
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Rev. Bust of Leo HI wearing a crown. divitision and loros: the upper part of the reverse is out of the 
blank: below an inscription of four lines: 

.NBACIAL |. NKoMME.. LGONINACT τ... 

[Τῶ]ν βασιλι[κῶ]ν kouue[pki]ov ᾿Ασίας Ivótkziovi ?7] 

In the. publication which includes the description of V. Dobruski, the emperors are considered to 
he Theophilos, Michael and Constantine and the seal is dated to the IX century. But in the later 
publications the emperors are assumed to be Constantine V, his father and his son. and this is more 
acceptable. Unfortunately, the indiction, which could be conducive to a more precisely dating, is not 


inscribed on the specimen. 


13. Αχριδός 


An unidentified settlement in the Rodopi Mountains southeast of Asenovgrad (Stenimachos). The 
name of this bishopric is not present in any diocese lists but it is included in the XII^-XIHIT^ century 
sources, One cannot say to which metropolitan it was subservient but it is suggested that Achrida, 
Moreia and Philippoupolis formed a single theme and the bishop of Achrida was subordinate to the 
Philippopolis metropolitan. The seals presented below are the only information for its existence: 

1. Θεόδωρος ἐπίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (see below); 

2, Κωνσταντῖνος επίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (XI" century) after a specimen from the collection of 
the MK in Vienna, no. 197, which probably originated from Istanbul (see Laurent, Corpus, V. 1, 
no. 691), 


13.1. Θεοδωρος επίσκοπος Αχριδοῦ (XI-XIÍf c) 

Kept in the Museum of History in Kurdzhali, no, 5483. Found in the vicinity of the village of Chiflik. Plovdiv Region. 
D. 22-24 mm. A well-kept but incomplete imprint. 

Unpublished. 

No pa 





Tels known, 
Oby, Bust of St. Stephanos holding a martyr’s cross (r. hand), 
Insription in two columns: 9-C-T€ ΠῴΦ-ΑΝ-Ο 
Rev. Inscription of six tines: 
+ ATIE | CTEMANE | ROHO'OEO} AQP(OE?I | ΟΚΟΠ..Ι XPL 
+ Aye Στέφανε βοήθ(ει) Θεοδώρῳ ἐπίσκόπ[ῳ Alypt[dod| 
Both bishops have St. Stephanos as their patron. This testifies that the cathedral church of this 
bishopric was probably named after of the great martyr St. Stephanos. 


14. Βαασπρακανίας 


This theme was established as a Byzantine one after 1021 when the King of Vaasprakan Senecher- 
im Artzruni and his successor and associated ruler Derenik ceded their possessions to the empire. 
According to Yahia of Antioch, these possessions had been transformed into an unusual type of katep- 
anate (Poaen, c. 62) which remained within the borders of the empire until 1071 when it was lost 
by Byzantium after the battle of Manzikert. 

The following rulers of Vaasprakanias are known from different written sources (the list is com- 
piled according to the chronology of ApyrionoBa-GDnansn, Bacnvpakan, ο. 93): 


l. Βασίλειος “Apyupog πατρίκιος 1021-1022 
2. Νικηφόρος Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσπαδάριος 1022-1026 
3. Νικόλαος Χρυσήλιος πατρίκιος 1032-1033 
4. Νικήτας Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος 1033-1034 
5. Κωνσταντῖνος Καβάσιλας πατρίκιος 1034-1035 
6. Γεώργιος Μανιάκης πατρίκιος 1035-1037 
7. Στέφανος Λειχούδης πατρίκιος from 1042 to 1045 
8. Ααρὼν βέστης 1047-1049 
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ΝΕ, 


9. Γρηγόριος (Pachlavunis), μάγιστρος, ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος καὶ δοὺξ 1051 
10. Παγκράτιος (uncertain title) δοὺξ 1059 


The following rulers are known from sphragistic information: 

1. Στέφανος πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ YPVGOTPIKAIVOD καὶ κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας(74- 
cos, Seals, I, πο. 1046), dates to the mid-XI^ century. It could be identified with no. 7 of the preceding 
list. The lack of a patronym is an obstacle but it is surmountable. One should remember that there is 
some doubt whether Στέφανος was son of Constantine Leichoudes or of his sister. 

2. Γεώργιος Μανιάκης πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας, mid-XI" century (see 
IHanaposckas, Bacnypaxan, 155-156; SBS, 3, p. 189). 

3. Γεώργιος Μονομάχος πατρίκιος Καὶ Κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας, dates to the mid-XT^ cen- 
tury, according to an unpublished specimen of the collection of Zacos, IIT, no. 1590: 


Obv. The Virgin standing on subpedaneum and holding the Child Christ on l. arm. 
Rev. +OKER’O’ | TWCWA8A’ | ΓΕΘΡΓΠΡΙ | ϑΚΑΤΕΠΑΝ | RACIIPAKN | TWMONOM |.. 


4. ᾽Ααρὼν βέστης, ἀντύπατος, πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας (Zacos, Seals, I, 
no. 352) dates to the mid-XI" century and could be identified with no. 8. 

5. Γρηγόριος ᾿Αρσακίδης μάγιστρος ἐπὶ tod κοιτῶνος Καὶ δοὺξ Βαασπρακανίας Καὶ 
Ταρῶνος (Seibt, ᾿Αρσακίδης, πο. 1). Dates to the period of 1050-1058 and he can be identified with 
no. 9 of the preceding list. 

6. Βασίλειος ᾽Αποκάπης βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας (?-1064), see below. 

7. Μιχαὴλ N.,[A(K?)A(IDI] βεστάρχης Καὶ δοὺξ Βαασπρακανίας (Schlumberger, Sig., 431- 
432; JIuxayes, Boeomumepu, c. 25, Ne 2, pl. VID. Dates to the 1060s-1070s. 

It is noteworthy that a large number of the listed rulers of Vaasprakanias were related to the Bulgarian 
lands by birth, by office and, last but not least, by the correspondence sent to them there. 
Bibliography: ApyrionoBa-Ouaausin, Bacnypakan, 85-93; Ozaman, Apmanckue, 179-183; Seibt, Vaspourakan, 
49-66 ; Kühn, Armee, 192-195; HIaunposckas, Bacnypakan, 152-161. 


14.1 Βασίλειος ᾽Αποκάπης βεστάρχης koi Κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας (?-1064) 


a. Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Shoumen, no. 394. Found during archaeological excavations at the "Krumov 
dvoretz", sq. 178, depth 0.20 m, above the brick flooring on April 28", 1979. D. 33.5-34 mm; field 28 mm; 
thickness 5 mm. Incomplete imprint because the blank slipped off the boulloterion. 

b. Museum of History in Silistra, no. 77. Found near the village of Malka Popina, district of Silistra, in 1988. D. 17- 
36.5 mm; field 28 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. A half from probably originally a good specimen. 

c. In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, probably northeastern Bulgaria. D. 29-31 mm; field 28 mm; thickness 
3 mm. Incomplete imprint. About a third is out of the blank. 

The three specimens are struck with the same die. 

Ed. a. Mopaanos, TIancka, Ne 6; b-c. Unpublished. 

Parallels: Two others specimens from same die are preserved in the collection of: the Hermitage (M-2897, see 
IHaunposckas, Bacnypakan, 157-158, 3am. 36; Zacos, HI, see: Grünbard, Apokapes, 35-36; Cheynet, Za- 
cos, III, no. 116. In the same Zacos' collection is preserved another specimen, struck with the diferent boullote- 
rion or die. See Grünbard, Apokapes, S.36. 


Obv. St. Basil standing, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription in 
two columns: O-A-TT-O-C || R ...... 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
a) .€R'O'|..IA€IQ]..CTAPXHS |..TEMANQRA |.CITPAKAN’| ΑΟΤΦΑΠΟ ΙΚΑΠΟΙ 
b) .€R’O’|RACIAE.. |.CCTAP... |..ΤΕΠΑΝ... |..ΠΡΑΚ.. | .CT@A.. | KATI.. 


C) is | RACI.. |.ECTA.... | ..€IIAN... |..ΡΑΚ.. | .CT@A.. | .... 
[-K(ópu)]e β(οήγϑ(ει) Βασιλείῳ [β]εστάρχῃ (καὶ) [κα]τεπάνω Βα[α]σπρακαν(ί]ας τῷ 
᾽Αποκάποι 


Basil Apokapes was katepanos of Vaasprakanias before taking part in the expedition against the 
Guzes and he came to the Balkans perhaps holding such a position. This conclusion has been also 
drawn by HlIanaposckas, Bacnypakan, c. 160. She based it on the following report of Mathew of 
Edessa: ^The emperor mustered an army from all inhabitants of the realm; he called the Arme- 
nian volunteer forces and put Basil, son of Abukaba in charge of them; then Basil set out to the 
Danube". His successor or assessor was perhaps Μιχαὴλ. N., [A(K?)A(IDI] βεστάρχης kai δοὺξ 
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Βαασπρακανίας whose patronym is vague and illegible, but available letters prompt certain close- 
ness with the one of Apokapes. Perhaps this person was his relative. Probably he was duke Michael, 


father of magistros Basil and vestarches Pharesmanus, mentioned in the ascription of the testament of 


Eustatius Boilas (Lemerle, Le Testament, 49-50). 

He arrived on the Balkans in the capacity of vestarches and katepanos of Vaasprakanias. In the 
region of the Lower Danube he was promoted to the rank of magistros and was appointed dux of the 
emperor's army, sent there with the task to stop the Guzes in their crossing the Danube. 

Βασίλειος Αποκάπης is known both from the narrative sources and sphragistic monuments, 
They describe the following cursus honorum: 

1054-1055 : πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς [Μανζικίερτε] (see Apuicrakec JlacruBeprun, Γη. 
XVI c. 101: Attaleiates, Historia. p. 46; Skylitzes, 462.61-62). 

before 1064/1065 :βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας. according to five lead seals 
found in Silistra, Pliska and Istanbul (See: Hopaanos, Baciuiuii Auokan, c. 107. o6p.2: Grünbard, 
Apokapes, 35-36). 

1064-1065 : ἔπαρχοντος τῶν κατὰ τὸν Ἴστρον πόλεων (see Attaleiates, p. 83: Skylitzes, 
Continuatus, VA3-114). 

1064-1065 - ?: μάγιστρος βέστης καὶ δοὺξ. according to five lead seals from the same boul- 
loterion, three of which have been found in the region of the Lower Danube (see VYiopaauosn, Bacwuiuit 
Arno, c. 108. o6p. 3: Grünbard, Apokapes. 37-38). 

(1066-1083) : πρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ Εδέσης. according to three lead seals (see Vopaanon, 
Baci Anora, 108-109, o6p. 4: Grünbard. Apokapes, 38-39). 

πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ δοὺξ Ἐδέσης, according to three lead seals (see Grünbard. Apokapes, 
ο, 39: DOC, 4. no. 73.1). 

πρωτονωβελλίσιµος καὶ δοὺξ Ἐδέσης, according to a lead seal (see Grünbard. Apokapes, S. 40). 

σεβαστὸς καὶ δοὺξ Ἐδέσης, according to a lead seal from Antioch, no. 2349 (see Cheynet, 
Antioche et Tarse, no. 53). 
ormation by the already quoted Mathew of Edessa “Basil, son of Abukab. gover- 
nor of Edessa, died in 1083 and was buried in the Armenian church Gotevor Surb Georg" (Mathieu 
d'Edesse. 180-181). 

The discussion regarding the person of Basil Apokapes has taken several disrections: 

One of the problems is whether the evidence quoted refers to the same person. Some scholars 
tend to accept that he is an identical person (Guilland. VR, XIII, 1-2), others admit the possibility that 
two men having identical names existed (Kaokaan, Apuane, 18.2: 18.8), while still others claim that 
there it is more likely to identify these persons than differentiate between them (Hlaiiposckas, 
Baenypakau. c. 158). These questions were discussed in my summary article quoted above, as 
well as in the article which appeared after it by Grünbard, Apokapes, 29-41. 
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According to in 











15. Βαρνας 


Today the city of Varna (ancient Odessos). Little is known about the medieval town of Varna. 
According to the archaeologists, the first signs of life in the former Odessos date to the late 1 X^ or rather 
the X" century when a small Bulgarian settlement was created here, of which two or three dug-outs have 
been unearthed. A new period began with the inclusion of Varna within the borders of Byzantium 
after 971 when city life was revived. During archaeological excavations in the city, more than 120 
separate coin finds have been discovered which date between 976 and 1081. They confirm that unlike 
many of the towns in northeastern Bulgaria which fell into decay or were even destroyed and deserted 
forever because of the devastating Pecheneg invasions, Varna remained untouched and developed as a 
thriving city. Nothing is known about the place and role of the medieval city of Varna in the Byzantine 
administration. The name of Βάρνας is mentioned for the first time in 1043 in connection with the 
victory of Katakalon Kekaumenos over the Russian troops which returned from Constantinople. 
"ωεΚοτακαλὼν βέστης ὁ Κεκαυμένος. ἄρχων ὧν τῶν παρὰ τὸν Ἴστρον πόλεων καὶ χωρίων, 
κατὰ τὸν αἰγιαλὸν τῆς λεγομένης Βάρνας..." [The vestes Katakalon Kekaumenos, gouvernor 
of the Danubian cities and lands, intercepted them near the so-called Varna (see Skylitzes, 433.27- 
29)]. The seal of a Varna strategos presented below is the first one bearing the name of the city or the 
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region. It confirms that the region was fortified and defended and it is hardly accidental that the Russian 
troops were routed here. Probably after 1043 a strategos was appointed here. i 
Bibliography: Ky3es, A. Bwieapcku cpeónoeekoanu epaðose u kpenocmu, Bapua, 1981, 293-315; Motos, B. 
MonerHara uupkydamus BbB Bapua npes X-XI Ε.- Numismatic and Sphragistic Contributions to the History of 
the Western Black Sea Coast, Varna, 12-13.09.2001. 


15.1 Aowtns ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Βάρνας (?-1064) 

In private possession (coll. Dr. D. Theodoridis from Munich). Originated from Bulgaria. D. 25-29 (22.5) mm. A full 
and well kept imprint. 

Ed. Seibt, Geographie Bulgariens, no. 1. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. A full-length figure of a warrior saint (St. Procopius) with a nimbus. His right arm rests on 
a long lance while his left one holds a shield resting on the ground. 
Vertical inscription: Ο-Α-ΓΙ-Ο-ς || II. P-OK-O-IT 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. 


+ KEROH | ΘΕΙΑΟΟΤΗΩ | HPIANOVIIA | TOSCTPATT" | RAPNAC 
+ Κώρι)]ε βοήδει Ασοτήῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) ἀνθυπάτῳ (kai) στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) Βάρνας 


16. Βελεβουσδίου 


This was the Slavic name of modern Kyustendil which was a suffragan bishopric of Ochrid. The 
name of this bishopric was provided in the first charter of Basil II from 1019. It is ranked eight in the 
diocese of the archbishopric of Bulgaria. Its importance probably rose because during the time of 
Manuel I Komnenos (1143-1180) it was already ranked second in the same diocese. The correspond- 
ence and negotiations between Kaloyan and Pope Innocent III disclose the name of the Latin archbish- 
op of Kyustendil - Anastasio archiepiscopo Belebusdiensi. l m 

The names of the following bishops of the city from the period of Byzantine domination are known 
mainly from sphragistic monuments: 

1. Nicephorus Apelatus evidenced by a colophon dated to 1071-1072. A group of seals is connected 

with this person (Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 2019; Zacos, Seals, Il, no. 630; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 

DOS, 1, no. 31.2). 

2. John, according to a molybdobull dated to the second half of the XII" century (see below). 

3. Gabriel. brother of the archbishop of Bulgaria, known from his seal dated to the second half of 

the XII century (Laurent, Corpus, V. 2, no. 1502; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 31). 

4. An anonymous bishop of the city from the late XI" or the early XII" century (Zacos, Seals, II, no. 676). 


Bibliography: Laurent, Corpus, V.2, 329-330; 3aarapcku, Mcmopus, HI. 155, 183, 195-197, 203. 


16.1 Ἰωάννης ἐπίσκοπος Βελεβουσδίου (second half of the XII" century) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 86. Discovered during excavations of Hisarluka near Kyustendil. D. 
28-32 (27 2) 3 mm. The imprint is incomplete. Almost all first letters are missing. The poor availability of some 
letters and especially these of the second line impede reading. 

Ed. Manos, M. Paskonku na Χμοβρπτκα πο Kiocrengun.- MBA, 7, 1919-1920, 112-113, o6p. 93; Laurent, 
Corpus, V.2, no. 1502. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Virgin Hagiosoritissa with a nimbus, chymation and maphorion is represented full-length en face 
with her head turned half-way to the left and hands lifted to God's hand represented on the 


left above. Sigla: MP || OV 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ | CKEMOICIC | T€EK8..IMAIS8 | VIAPOENERE | ACROVCAISIIOI | MENAIO A |NNHN 
+ Σκέποιςισ ........... v Παρθένε Βελεβουσδίου ποιμένα Ἰωάνην 


The fragmented text and the lack of information about this bishop of Belebouzdion prevent us 


from commenting. 
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17. Βελικίας 


This is a bishopric whose situation is being discussed because it may refer not to a name of a city 
but to a region populated by Slavs which is situated between the metropolitanes of Philippi and Philip- 
poupolis. According to Laurent, its connection with Philippoupolis may be due to a mistake in writing. 
Other authors are inclined to accept that it passed from the first diocese to the second one, depending 
on the movement of the Slavs during the various seasons. 





Bibliography: Lemmerle, Philippes, 258-260; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, 540-541; Peri, V. Velika (Dragvista) e il primo 
vescovo della chiesa Bulgara, Boll. Gror., 1992, 159-187, 


17.1 N., πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Ber ικίας (7) (last quarter of the X ^ century) 


In a private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Originates from the region of Smyadovo. D. 19-20 (over 20) 3.8 mm. 
W. 9.04 g. Incomplete imprint. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross with fleurons on three steps, which seems to be inverted and the steps are 
above. Partial inscription around the image: ........... COAOVA. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
yas |- TIP. | .CHASC | AT REA |... 
+K(vpue βοήϑ(ει) τῷ]σῷ δούλ[λῳ ..... Ιπρ[ωτο[σπα(θαρίῳ) (Καὶ) σ[τρ]ατ(ηγῷ) 
λελ[ικί(ας)] 


A ---- 


The imprint is partial and reading is problematic. This refers to the homonym and patronym. The 
first two letters of this toponym are surely R€, but only half of the third one has survived. It could be 
A, A or A. Most of all it looks like A. This enables me to suggest that it refers to Βελικίας. There is 
really no evidence that Βελικίας has ever been an administrative centre but, by and large, very little 
is known about this bishopric. The seal is dated to the time of John I Tzimiskes when all kinds of 
temporary military-administrative units became possible. 








17.2 Στέφανος ἐπίσκοπος Βελικίας (X"-XI" centuries) 


Museum of History, Kardzali, no. 5490, D. 23-23 (17) 2.3 mm. Findspot - Kardzhali Region. 

Unpublished. I would like to thank Dr, Nikol: u Ovsharov for the opportunity to publish the specimen. 

Parallels: another specimen imprinted with the same boulloterion is kept in the collection of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 
58.106.137) and probably originates from Istanbul. See: Laurent, Corpus, V.L. no. 714: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS. 1, no. 38.2, 





Obv. Bust of the Virgin, hands raised before her breast. Title: || OV. 
Rev, Inscription of five lines, the final letter between two bars: 

+ OKE | RECTED ΕΠΙΟΚῚ REAL | -K- 

*O(co:ó)ke βίοήθει) Στεφ(άνῳ) & πίσκ(όπῳ) Βελικ(ίας) 


18. Βερόης 


This city was a successor to the ancient city of Augusta Trayiana in the field of the Bul garian- 
Byzantine relations. The stronghold was restored by Empress Eirene in 784 and it was renamed Eire- 
noupolis. It was permanently annexed to Bulgaria by Khan Krum during his campaigns in 812-813. 
The city was seized again by Byzantium in 970 or 971. A strategos mentioned in the Escurial Tactic 
resided there (975). The seals presented below belonged to the strategoi of the city from the same 
time. Βερόης was recaptured by the Bulgarians in 986 and in 1000 it again became a possession of 
Byzantium within the limits of the Philip poupolis theme. It was meaningless for Βερόης to become 
the main city of a strategeia after the final conquest of Eastern and Western Bulgaria because of the 
proximity of Philippoupolis and rin is. Nevertheless, it maintained its strategic role as a signifi- 
cant economic and probably administrative centre in the countryside. The city of Βερόης again came to the 
attention of the official authorities during 1080s when it was an imperial stronghold against the Pechenegs 
and Cumans. Emperor Alexius I Komnenus and the commanders of his troops stayed there several times. 
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About twenty seals found there prove, albeit indirectly, the strategic importance of the city. 
The following persons were strategoi of Beroe: 

1. 'Avópóvikog πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Βερόης (970/971-?), see below. 

2. Ἰωσὴφ β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρἰκλίνου kai στρατηγὸς Βερόης (?-986), see 

Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 64.1. 

Several attempts have been made to identify the seals of turmarcheses which are inscribed with the 
toponym: REPOOIC, R€POIAC, etc., but these seals can not be satisfactorily ascribed to Beroe (Βερόης). 
More probably they belong to Bereia (Βέροιας), the city located soutwest of Thessalonica. 

The bishop's chair in Beroe existed as early as the IV" century and it was soon promoted to the rank 
of archbishopric. The name of the bishopric was present in the Byzantine diocese lists until the IX" 
century when it was conquered by the Bulgarians and was included in the Bulgarian ecclesiastical 
structure. It is an intriguing fact that its name is no longer found after the permanent conquest of 
Bulgaria by Byzantium in 1018. Its name is absent among the bishoprics subservient to the Ochrid 
archbishopric or among those directly subordinate to the Constantinople patriarchate. 

Bibliography: Laurent, Corpus, V.3, p. 155; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 361; Mopaanos, bepoe, 57-69; Nesbitt-Oikono- 
mides, DOS, 1, p. 149. 


18.1 Ανδρόνικος πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς Βερόης (970-971-7). 


Α) στρατηγὸς Βερόης 
a-e. Find-spot: the strategeia of Preslav (see Ñopaanos, Πρεσπας, Ne 208-212). 
f. Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Shoumen, no. 22252. Found in the embankment of the southern inner city of 
Preslav on April 4^, 1984. D. 25-27 mm; field 17 mm; thickness 3 mm. Entire imprint but badly preserved. 
All six specimens are struck with the same die. 
Ed. a-e: Mopaanoe, /Tpecaae, Ne 208-212; f: Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.3). In the quarters: TW-C()||A8-A@ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+AN | APONH | KOCTPA | TITMRE | POIC 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ᾽Ανδρωνήξῳ στρατιγῷ Βερόις 


Β) πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Βερόης 

a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17640. D. 26-26.5 (21) 2 m. W. 7.26 g. Incomplete imprint but well-pre- 
served. 

b. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 18080. D. 23-26 (21) 3 mm. W. 10.75 g. Incomplete imprint. Almost half of 
the text is missing but the imprinted letters are sharp. In the middle the blank has been perforated by corrosion. 

The two specimens were struck with the same die. 

Ed. Mopnanop, /7pecaae, Ne 206-207. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription in two 
columns: € NK] ....= Ὁ ἁ(γιος) N(Uk(ó)[Aao(oc)]. Along border of dots circular inscription: 


Rev. Vertical inscription in four lines: 


ANAPON | .KOA'CIIAO | APSCTPAT | TREPOH " 
[-Κ(ύρι)]ε[ βοήδει] τῷ [σῷ δούλῳ] ᾽Ανδρον[ί]κο (πρωτο)σπαϑαρ(ίῳ)(καὶ) στρατ[η]γ(ῷ) 
Βερόη(ς) 


18.2 Χριστοφόρος πρόεδρος Βερόης (XI-XII B.) 
Α) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no 31916. Unknown provenance. Among the seals which Emil Kosev collected 
and brought to Sofia for sale and later returned them to Vasil Vasilev. He did not give back the original ones but 
others of which V. Vasilev is not aware where they come from. The seals of V. Vasilev originated from the region 
of Bourgas. D. 20-25 (17) 3 mm. A well-preserved but incomplete imprint. The first letters of almost all lines 
have remained outside the blank. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 
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SELES εμνωνωωννηνομμρηνώναµαήηη 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
- + - |.PICTO | .PONIIA | .. (NERE | POHCCKE |TIOIC 
+ [X]pioxo[66]pov Πά[να]γνε Βερόης σκέποις 


Β) 

Museum of History, Yambol, no. 5467. Found on the land of the village of Maluk Izvor, district of Harmanli, in the 
Gradishteto area some 1-1.5 km north of the village. It was found by Hristin from Yambol. D. 19-20 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no. 1812; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 64.2. Imprinted with a boulloterion 
identical to our specimen. Victoria Bulgakova has informed me about another specimen, probably struck in the 
same boulloterion and discovered during archaeological excavations in the Russian medieval town of Novgorod. 
She states that the seal is authentic and was found during excavations. I have a more cautious opinion, because 
according to the same informant a seal of the Bulgarian patriarch Vissarion was also found in Novgorod (see 
Vopaanos, Kopnyc. 129-131). From the description given me I believe this is a contemporary forgery. I also am 
personally familiar with its engraver. It has recently become a practice to verify and legalize forged specimens 
supposedly "uncovered" during archaeological digs. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || ©. 
Rey. Inscription of four lines: 

ΧΩΦΟΡΟΝ | IIANATN€ | REPOHC | CKCTIOIC 

Χ(ριστ)ωφόρον Πάναγνε Βερόης σκέποις 





Both groups of seals clearly belonged to one and the same person. One may ask which group is 
earlier and what the reason was for the change of seal of this prelate. The iconographic subject of 
Virgin enthroned is usually dated to the late XI" century and seems to be later than the type of full- 
length Virgin. 

Some differences are observed regarding the commentary on the rank of the chair. According to 
Laurent. Corpus, V.3, no. 1812 it refers to an archbishopric while Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, | 
no. 64.2, accepts that it stands for a bishopric. In any case, this seal is new evidence for the church 
administration of Βερόης. 





, 


One cannot be exhaustive as regards the eventual question about the addressee of the corre- 
spondence of Christophoros of Beroe. The seal from Maluk Izvor probably belonged to the diocese of 
Beroe, while there is no satisfactory answer about the seal discovered in the Bourgas region. 


19. Βουλγαρίας 


This theme was established after the final conquest of Bulgaria by Byzantium in 1018. It stands to 
reason that during different periods it included different territories and its significance was different. 
Its main city was Skopia. A question arises: when sources reported some doux of Skopia during the 
last quarter of the XI" and early XH" century, did that also mean that he was doux of Bulgaria? Other 
strategic cities of Bulgaria were Nisos, Serdica, as well as smaller strategia and strongholds like 
Ochrid, Kastoria, Ostrov, Pelagonia, Moglena, etc. 

The borders of the Bulearia theme (and later on Bulgaria katepanate and dukedom) were variable 
but as a whole they were the following: northward - the Danube River: northeastward - the Para- 
dounavon katepanate: eastward - the Adrianoupolis dukedom and katepanate (the Macedonia theme); 
southeastward - the Thessalonica dukedom and katepanate (Strymon and Hellas themes); westward 
and southwestward - the Dyrrachion and Nikopolis themes: northwestward - Zeta and Rashka. 

The sphragistic materials obtained from Bulgaria are scanty for illustrating its structure, scope and 
development. The bibliography has accumulated enough empirical materials about different rulers of 
Bulgaria, but it is necessary to review critically the proposed list of these rulers in accordance with the 
available written sources, chiefly the sphragistic ones. 

The following persons were rulers of Bulgaria themes according to the written sources (see Banescu, 
Duches, 11, 8-170, 173-174; Kühn, Armee. 228-233): 


1. Δαβὶδ ᾿Αρειανίτης πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς-αὐτοκράτωρ 1018 
2. Κωνσταντῖνος Διογένης πατρίκιος Καὶ δοὺξ B. 1022-1025 
48 











i 
1 





3. Βασίλειος Mova óc σύγκελλος ἡγεμών/προνουτής B. 1048-1053 
4. Νικηφόρος Πρωτεύων 1054-1055 
5. Ανδρόνικος Φιλοκάλης Κατεπάνω B. 1066-1067 
6. Νικηφόρος Καραντηνός δοὺξ Σκοπίων 1071-1072 
7. Δαμιανός Δαλασσηνός δοὺξ Σκοπίων 1072 
8. Νικηφόρος Βρυέννιος δοὺξ τῶν Βουλγάρων 1074-1075 
9, ᾿Αλέξανδρος Καβάσιλας δοὺξ Σκοπίων 1078 
10. Niketas dux et princips Bulgarorum 1096 
11.Ἰωάννης Ταρωνίτης δοὺξ Σκοπίων 1101-1106 


The following seals belonged to Bulgarian rulers: 
1. Βάρδας πρωτοσπαϑάριος, στρατηγὸς Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας (1020s), see Zacos, Seals, 
II, no. 370. A 
2. Χριστόφορος πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ ypvaotpikAivov Καὶ Κατεπάνω Θεσσαλονίκης kat 
Βουλγαρίας (1020s), see Zacos, Seals, II, no. 969. l 
3. Ἰωάννης ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ νοτάριος τῆς Βουλγαρίας (1020s), according to unpublished speci- 
men from DO 58.106.3732. ; 
4. Βασίλειος Μοναχός σύγκελλος kai ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας (1048-?) 
5. Κωνσταντῖνος (1050s-1060s) 
a) πατρίκιος AP dum Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας, see Schlumberger, MA, 227-228, no. 50; 
Zacos, Seals, H, no. 423. 
b) ἀνδύπατος, πατρίκιος Καὶ δοὺξ Βουλγαρίας (Schlumberger, Sig., p. 240, no. 1). "" 
c) ἀνδύπατος, πατρίκιος Καὶ δοὺξ Θεσσαλονίκης Βουλγαρίας kai Σερβίας (Swiencicky, 
Lwow, no. 11). D ; , 
d) βέστης, ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος, λογαριάστης Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς πάσης Βουλγαρίας 
(represented by five specimens, see: Laurent, Vatican, no. 95; Suemoth- Wasilewski, Varsov- 
ie, πο. 48; Touratsoglou, Ritsos, 273-274; Zacos, Seals, I, no. 422; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS, 1, no. 29.1). l 
e) βεστάρχης Καὶ προνοητής πάσης Βουλγαρίας (Schlumberger, Sig., p. 240, no. 2). 
6. Λέων Δρίμυς βέστης kai Κατεπάνω Βουλγαρίας (the 50s of the XI" century). Represented by 
a single specimen: Μορδτμανν, Εὐρώπης, o. 145.2; Laurent, Bulletin, 611-613; Banescu, Douch- 
es, p. 115: Wopnauos, Πεοη /Ipuw, 146-147. , " 
7. ᾽Ανδρόνικος Φιλοκάλης βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω (1060s-1070s), see Mopganos, //pecaae, 
Ne 323. ο 
8. Μιχαὴλ Σαρονίτης βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω Βουλγαρίας (1070s), see Μορδτµανν, Εὐρώπης, 
c. 145.2 and one unpublished of the Zacos collection, III, no. 1606. 
9, Νικηφόρος Βατάτζης πρόεδρος Καὶ δοὺξ Βουλγαρίας (the 70s of the XI" century), represent- 
ed by two specimens: the Hermitage (M-2950), see Wangposckas, ΜΟΠΜΒΠΟΒΥΠΡΙ, c. 148; DO 
58.106.5695, see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, Ι, no 29.3. 
10. Ἰωάννης πρόεδρος, κρητής τοῦ βήλου Καὶ προνοητής Βουλγαρίας (1070s), see Schlum- 
berger, Sig., p. 241, no. 3; Zacos, Seals, II, no. 988. 
11. Θεόδουλος Τριακοντάφυλλος πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s). - 
a) κρητῆς τοῦ βήλου Καὶ τῆς Βουλγαρίας (see Μορδτμανν, Εὐρώπης, o. 145.5). 
b) Καὶ πραίτωρ Βουλγαρίας (Μορδτμανν, Εὐρώπης, o. 145.5). 
12. Ἰωάννης Τριακοντάφυλλος (1080s); 
a) πρωτοπρόεδρος kai προνοητής Βουλγαρίας (see Schlumberger, Sig., P. 241, no. 4). 
b) πρωτοπρόεδρος kai πραίτωρ Βουλγαρίας, represented by four specimens (Mopdtpavy, 
Εὐρώπης, o. 145; Schlumberger, Sig., p. 241, no. 5; Gray-Birch, Catalogue, no. 17780/17782; 
Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 29.4). 
13. Γρηγόριος πρωτοπρόεδρος kai δοὺξ Βουλγαρίας (1080s), see Laurent, RESEE, 7, 1966, 
148-150; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 29,2. 
14. Νικήτας Καρίκης πρωτοπρόεδρος kai δοὺξ Βουλγαρίας (1080s-1090s). 
15. ᾿Αλέξανδρος Καβάσιλας νωβελίσσιμος /πρωτονωβελίσσιμος (1080s-1090s), see Seibt, 
Bleisiegel, no. 125. 
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19.1 Βασίλειος μοναχὸς, σύγκελλος Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας (1048-?) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 15028. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 30-31 mm; field 25 mm; thickness 3 mm. 


_A well-preserved specimen, but imprint is incomplete. i 
Ed. Hopaanos, Cunncrpa, I, Ne 4, 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, ΠΠ, no. 959. 
Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+ OKER'O'| TOOCOAS' | RACIAECI() | MONAX 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
.VT€AA'| .ANATP' | .CIRSA | .APIAC 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δο(ύλῳ) Βασιλείῳ μοναχ(ῷ), [σ]υγ(Κ)έλλ(ῳ) [(koi)] 
αναγρ(α)[φ]εί Βουλ[γ]αρίας 
In our publication cited here we have identified the owner with Βασίλειος 0 Μοναχὸς 
σύγκελλος, ἡγεμών [προνοητής] Βουλγαρίας (1048-1053), who is known from chronicles. 
The information obtained from this seal either reflects an earlier period of his career or presents 


one of the functions of this sovereign proxy of the emperor in the Bulgaria theme, i. e. προνοητής, 
which was connected with the fiscal policy. 


19.2 Νικήτας Καρίκης πρωτοπρόεδρος Καὶ 8000 Βουλγαρίας (1080s) 


Museum of History, Haskovo, no. 385. Found in the area of Svilengrad. D. 20.5-21 mm; field 20 mm: thickness 3.1 mm. 
A good imprint but on the obverse it is slightly struck off center because of the slipping of the blank. A very 
well-preserved specimen. 

Ed. Mopaanos-Ananxos, Xackoncko, I, Ne 13, 

Parallels: Other three specimens struck with the same boulloterion are preserved in the collections of Istanbul and 
Vienna (MK no. 191) (see Μορδτµανν, Μολυβδόβουλλα, αρ. 35; Hunger, Zehn, no. 9) and unpublished from 
Zacos, III. no. 1436. 

Obv. Metrical inscription of five lines: 

ΡΑΦΑΟ | .PPATIZ 1.8A8KOC | ΙΒΛΓΑΡΊ AC 
Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines: 
+ HP® | TOMPOE | APSNIKH | TATSKA | PIKN’ 
[Γ]ραφὰς [σ]φραγίζ(ω) [τ]οῦ δουκὸς [Β]ουλγαρ(ίῦας πρωτωπροέδρου Νικήτα τοῦ 
Καρικν 
In the O'Hara collection, no. 33, a specimen is preserved that could be related to the same person. 


Obv. - o - ΗΚΕΚΟΗΙΘΗΤΩΟΩΔΙΛΩΝΙΚΗΙΤΑΠΡΙ 
Rev. ΚΑΙΔΟΙΜΕΟΤΙΚΩΙΤΟΝΑ.ΑΝΙΤΟΝΤΩΚ.ΙΡΗΚΗΙ - ο - 


This seal generally dates to the time after the 1050s-1060s. Is the person in question the same 
Niketas Karykes during an earlier period of his career? According to this seal, he was δομέστικος 
τῶν ᾿Αϑανάτων, i.e. commander of the elite units of the personal imperial guards, called immortals. 
These corps were formed by John I Tzimisces (969-976) and later on they were restored by Michael 
VII (1071-1078) (see Oikonomides, Listes, 332-333). 

If the person in question was Niketas Karykes, this means he was commander of the personal 
guards of the emperor (Michael VII?) and during a later period (when he was appointed subequently 
or skipping the ranks of anthypatos, vestes, vestarches, magistros and proedros), he was honoured 
with the title of protoproedros and occupied the position of doux of Bulgaria. 

There are two possibilities for identifying the person of Niketas Karykes: 

a. Niketas dux et principem Bulgarorum, well-known from the western chronicles, who met the 

participants in the First Crusade at Belgrade in 1096 and accompanied them to Adrianoupolis 

(this is the suggestion of 3zarapcku, Zcmopua, Il, 224-226; Banescu, Douches, 149-150); 

b. the doux of Crete Καρίκης revolted in 1092-1093. He was killed when the dispatched army 

repressed the rebellion (see Skoulatos, Personnagues, no. 100). 


If this information is analyzed, then it seems that it is inconsistent. The person of Niketas Karykes 
cannot be identified as doux of Bulgaria in 1096 because of the following obstacles: 
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a. not a single western chronicle reports the patronym of Niketas; 
b. the title of princeps cannot be equated with the one of protoproedros. 


The seal which belonged to the protoproedros and doux of Bulgaria Niketas Karykes dates to the 
1080s according to its inscription and metrical form. This makes possible his identification as the 
rebel Καρίκης in 1092-1093. Furthermore, other representatives of this family from the XI? century, 
except someone called Λέων Καρίκης πρωτοσπαϑάριος, ταγματοφύλαξ Καὶ στρατηγὸς Χιοῦ 
are not known, who had his own seal. Published by Schlumberger, Sig., p. 196, no. 2, but the patro- 
nym is wrongly read. Our correction of the reading is due to W. Seibt. 


19.3 Ἡσαΐας ἐπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (864-866). 


In a private collection (St. Bilik, Sofia). The owner bought it in the club of the Sofia Numismatic Society. The seller 
claimed that the specimen was from Shoumen. Additional enquiries made it clear that it had been discovered by 

Vasil Vasilev from Shoumen. According to him, it had been found in the area of Smiadovo near a settlement with 

a basilica and necropolis from the IX"- X" century. D. 23-26 (16) 2 mm. W. 8.45 g. Good imprint. 

Ed. Bunuk, C. ΜΟΠΗΒΠΟΒΥΠ ua neusbecren ΕΠΗΕΚΟΠ na Bosirapna ot IX Β.- Mpodseau ia npa6wieapckama 

ucmopus u apxeo.ioeua, 3, ΠΥΜ6Η, 1997, 363-366; Mopaauos, Κύρηνς. Ne 132. 

No parallels known. 
Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (Pl. 1.8 = Κύριε βοήθει). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

+HCAIA | €IIICKOTI | OROVPI A | PHAC 

«Κύριε βοήθει Hoaia(c) ἐπισκόπο Βουργαρήας 

The text of the seal announces the name of a hitherto unknown bishop of the Βουργαρήας 
diocese. Evidently it refers to Bulgaria. Other cases of consonantism and transition of p into X in 
Greek while writing the ethnonym Βουλγάρων or the toponym Βουλγαρία are also known (see 
bemes.ues, /Topeoówieapcku, Ne 466. 87). Especially close is the parallel with the inscription on 
the chalice of the joupan Sibin (contemporary with the seal) where one notices the same paleography 
of B=R (see Bemesanes, /Topeoóvaeapcku, No 87). 

The seal offers new and unknown information about the church administration in Bulgaria, which 
is hardly surprising. 

Taking into account the paleography of the letters, the cross-like monogram and the absence of 
T(-CQ) || A8 - AQ), the dating of the molybdobull should not go further than the IX" century and it is 
quite possible that this sphragistic monument could be dated to the middle of the same century. If we 
accept the text as authentic, the logic of things leads one to the following analysis. 

The official conversion of Bulgaria began in 864 when a Byzantine mission headed by a bishop 
was sent to Bulgaria, but this act did not remain unique. The Bulgarian church structure is not known 
but one may guess that this country formed a new bishopric of the Constantinople patriarchate. 

In 866 the Bulgarian ruler Boris I turned to the Roman church, which sent a Catholic mission. It 
reconfirmed the people and chased away the Greek clerics. In 870, the autocephalous status of the 
Bulgarian church was acknowledged and its head received the rank of archbishop, which he kept until 
ca. 944. Therefore, the bishopric of Bulgaria could have existed between 864 and 866. The dating to 
an earlier period - before 864 is hypothetical. 

The owner of the seal in question Isaias was probably the first prelate of the newly converted 
country. Nothing is known about his personality. This name turns out to be very rare and it is not 
included in the lists of the bishops who took part in the councils during the IX" century. 

A curious fact is that a seal has been discovered in Aphrodisia having the following text on its 
obverse: + HCAI | ΑΕΠΙΟΚΟ | TOR... | ATAC. Its editor considered the owner to be Hoaia 
£riokóno Βριουλίας (see Nesbitt, J. W. Byzantine Lead Seals from Aphrodisias. - DOP, 37, 1983, 
159-164, no. 4). The latter is a bishopric subordinate to the metropolitan of Ephesus and mentioned in 
the diocese lists. The dating of the seal is similar to that of our molybdobull and it is still a bit later. 

Two hypotheses are possible in interpreting the last part of the inscription: 

a) Instead of Βουλγαρίας it was somehow mistakenly written: R.. VAIAC; 

b) The reading of the editor Βριουλίας is correct and refers to one and the same prelate which, 

after he was evicted from Bulgaria, was sent to rule the chair of Βριουλίας in Asia Minor. 
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ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας 
Two or three chronological periods are differentiated in the existence of the archbishopric of Bulgaria: 


I. Covers the period of 870-944 from the establishment of the Bulgarian church having the rank of 
an autocephalous archbishopric to its promotion to the rank of a patriarchate. Until 893 its archbish- 
ops resided in Pliska and after that in Preslav or Dristra. The archbishop of Bulgaria was included in 
the rank lists of Byzantium until 934-944 and very often its titulars were by origin Greek. Because of this 
reason, their seals are published here although they are formally connected with the Bulgarian state. 

Thus, we must address the question about the date when the patriarchal rank of the Bulgarian church 
was recognized. There are differences about this question. Some authors accept 927 when a peace treaty 
was signed between Bulgaria and Byzantium confirmed by the marriage of Mary Lacapena and the 
Bulgarian ruler Peter I (see 3aarapcku, Hcmopua, I. 2, c. 504; bakaatoB, Bwieapcku eaa0emea., 
c. 119) but this claim is not supported by any arguments. Furthermore, in the so-called Tactikon 
of Beneshevich about the ranks in Byzantium dated between 934 and 944, the archbishop of Bul- 
garia is also present (see Oikonomides, Listes, B.245.1 7). It is logical to surmise, as is done by most 
foreign researchers, that in 944 the rank of a patriarchate was bestowed on Bulgaria (see Seibt, 
Bulgarischen Erzbischofs, S. 57, n. 8; Hukostopa, b'wieapekama npaeocaaena uopkea, 44-47). As re- 
gards the seat of the Bulgarian patriarch, there are also differences among the various scholars but most 
adhere to the opinion that it was in Dristra where in 971 the Byzantines found the Bulgarian patriarch. 

II. This period is hypothetical. It covers the period of 971-1019 from the conquest of Eastern Bul- 
garia by the Byzantines until its final takeover. The analysis of some written monuments enables one 
to deduce that the conquered Eastern Bulgarian lands were put under the jurisdiction of a single 
archbishop of Bulgaria who resided in Dristra (see Georgiev, Au sujet, 123-129; Idem, L'organisation 
religieuse, 146-156). 

HI. It is connected with the final conquest of the Bulgarian lands by the Byzantines and the estab- 
lishment of church administration in them. Its beginning is connected with the charters of emperor 
Basil II (976-1025) and the separate archbishopric of Bulgaria whose centre was Ochrid. The auto- 
cephalous Ochrid Bulgarian archbishopric, later called Justiniana Prima, existed until 1767. The list 
of its bishops, extracted from various written sources. is augmented or illustrated by the seals dated to 
the XI"-XIV century which are published below. 

According to the charters of Basil II, the archbishopric of Bulgaria covered the territory of the 
Bulgarian patriarchate. The new archbishopric was autonomous as regards the Constantinople patri- 
archate. The so-called notitia (Σύγγραμμα) of Nilus Doxopatres of 1143, compiled in 1142-1143 at 
the orders of the Sycilian King Roger II, says the following: *...It, the Bulgarian church, remained 
autocephalous and when by imperial power it was wrested from the hands of the Bulgarians, it never 

joined the Constantinople church. Therefore until today Cyprus and Bulgaria receive their archbishops 
from the basileus. But they are ordained by their own bishops, as it was said, and are called archbish- 
ops because they are independent". 
Bibliography: Gelzer, H. Der Patriarchat von Achrida. Leipzig, 1902; Cnerapos, M. Hemopus na Oxpuóockama 
apxuenuckonus, 1, Codus, 1995; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, 317-318; Haxososga, b. Yempotcmeo u ynpasaenue na 
Ówteapckama npaeocnaena wopkea (IX-XIV 6.). C., 1997, 44-47, 


A chronological list of the Bulgarian archbishops (XI * -XII" century) 


John the monk (1018-1037); 

Leo (1037-1056); 

Theodulos the monk (1056-1065); 
John the monk (1065-1078); 

John the monk (1078-1084); 
Theophylaktos of Ochrid (1084-1107); 
Leon Mungos (1108-1120); 

Michael (1120-1143) 

Adrianos-John (1143-1156-1157); 
Constantine (before 1160 - after 1170); 
Anonymous (1183); 

John Kamateros (after 1183 - until 1215). 
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19.4 Γεώργιος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (?-893). 
The seals of this Bulgarian prelate are divided into two main groups: 


A. 

à. Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 66. Discovered during excavations in Madara in buildings on the terrace under 
the so-called Daul Tash. D. 23-24 (18) 3 mm. A well centred and well made imprint but the molybdobull is badly 
preserved. Its upper part is holed and it probably hung from a document or it used to be worn as an icon or medallion. 
When it was pulled, the opening was torn and the first two lines of its inscription were damaged. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Kopnyc, Ne 133. ΜῊΝ 
b. Institute of Archaeology, Shumen, no. 70. Discovered on May 135, 1975 during excavations of the Great Basilica in 
Pliska, sector North, sq. 162, depth 0.70 m. D. 21.5-22.5 (18) 3.5 mm. A very good imprint and a well-preserved 
molybdobull. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Kopnyc, Ne 134. 

c. Institute of Archaeology, Shoumen, no. 71. Discovered on May 12", 1975 during excavations of the Great 
Basilica in Pliska, sector North, sq. 179, depth 0.80 m. D. 19.8-22.5 (18) 3 mm. It was probably a good imprint in 
the past but now the molybdobull is badly preserved. It was broken in two parts which were stuck together during 
the conservation. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Kopnyc, Ne 135. 7 

d. Institute of Archaeology, Shoumen. Discovered in the summer of 1990 in Pliska in the area of the Great Basilica or, 
to be more precise, 35 m east of the northeastern corner of the monastery fence. D. 20-20 (18) 3-4 mm. W. 9.5 g. 
Incomplete imprint. Made a little upward, owing to which parts of the inscription on the reverse and obverse have 
remained outside the blank. 

Ed. Mopnanos, Kopnyc, Ne 136. 

e. Place of storage and origin unknown. According to information from VI. Penchev from the National Museum of 
History in Sofia, a molybdobull of this dignitary was offered in 1990 to the evaluation committee of his museum but 
after a dispute about the price its owner retracted it. 

Ed. Hopnanos, Kopnyc, Ne 137. 

f. Kept in a private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Origin unknown, generally from Pliska-Preslav. D. 25-25 
(18) 3 mm. A well-centred and well-preserved imprint. 

Ed. Mopnanos, Kopnyc, Ne 140. 

8. A molybdobull of George, archbishop of Bulgaria, was sold at the auction of Dieter Gorny GmbH, Munchen, 96, 7. 
Juni 1999 under no. 704. D. 23 mm. W. 8.62 g. 

Ed. Dieter Gorny GmbH, Munchen, 96, 7. Juni 1999 , no. 704. 

h. Kept in a private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Findspot - uncertain. D. 13-23 mm. A half of the specimen 
is missing. 

Unpublished. 

i. Kept in a private collection (M. Gospodinov, Shoumen). Findspot - uncertain. D. 22-23 (20) 3 mm. A well- 
centred and well-preserved imprint. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Other two copies are kept in the collections of the Athens Museum of Numismatics (Konstantopoulos, 
Stamulv, no. 77) and the Fogg Art Museum, no. 5 (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 29.5). 

All eleven copies were imprinted with the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ before her. To 1. and r., a small cross. No sigla. Circular inscrip- 
tion along circumference: 


-OKCROHO' TOCQOASAQ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. 
ἘΓΕΩ | ΡΓΙΘΑΡΧ |ΙΕΠΙΟΚΟΠ | QROVATA | PIAC 
Σθ(εοτόκ)ε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γεωργίῳ ἀρχιεπισκόπῳ Βουλγαρίας 


Β. 


a. Kept in a private collection (G. Galabov, Sofia). Probably originated from Pliska. D. 29-29 (24) 5 mm. W. 17.05 g. 
A masterfully centred imprint. The border of the blank was additionally cut with a sharp knife in order to receive 
a correct round form. 

Ed. lfopaanos, Kopnyc, Ne 141. 

b. Kept ina private collection (N. Nikolov, Razgrad). According to its owner, it was discovered on the bank of the dam 
near the village of Ovcharovo, region of Turgovishte where, in fact, the northern wall of the fortress was situated, 
D. 27-29.5 (26) 4 mm. The imprint was good in the past, although some letters have remained outside the blank, 
but later it was strohgly damaged. 

Ed. lVtopnauos, Kopnyc, Ne 142. 
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Parallels: A third specimen imprinted with the same bulloterion has been found at Castel Hill near to Zalavar in 
Hungary. See Paradisum plantavit. Benedectine Monasteries in Medieval Hungary. Exhibition at the Benedic- 
tine Archabbey of Panonhalma, 21 March-11 November 2001. Ed. by Takacs Imre. Panonhalma, 2001, p. 61. 

Obv. The Virgin standing frontally, holding Christ in her l. arm. No sigla. Circular inscription along 
the dotted border: 


+OETOK EROHOEITWOCWABAM 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

*T€O | ΡΓΙΘΑΡΧ | HEMICKO | MMROVA | TAPIAC 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Γεωργίῳ ἀρχηεπισκόπῳ Βουλγαρίας 

It is evident that the two groups of sphragistic monuments belong to an identical person - George, 
archbishop of Bulgaria. 

The seals of this Bulgarian prelate became first known via the Madara find. Over the last 70 
years, their interpretation underwent several significant corrections which concern their dating and 
the ethnic identity of this prelate. Two diametrically opposed opinions emerged: 

a) dating them to the last quarter of the IX" century and connecting them with a Bulgarian 

archbishop whose seat was in Pliska; 

b) dating them after 971 and connnecting them with the person of a Byzantine archbishop of 

Bulgaria after its conquest by the Byzantines. 


During the past 80 years, both the hypotheses and molybdobulls found grew in number which 
enabled more correct dating and attribution to a specific political period. 

The iconographic, paleographic and archaeological evidence of the seals leads to the conclusion 
that the owner of the seal who affixed them on his correspondence to Madara, Pliska, Constantinople, 
Greece, was one of the first Bulgarian archbishops in the late IX" century. He could be identified as 
the Bulgarian bishop George, mentioned several times in the letters of Pope John VIII, who ordained 
a certain Sergius as Bishop of Belgrade. 

The second group of seals which have a different iconographic subject offer new evidence about 
this Bulgarian prelate. 

Interesting is the observation that both groups followed an iconographic subject of the Constan- 
tinople patriarch Photius (December 858 - 255 September 867; 26 October 877 - 295 September 886) 
and his successor. This was probably due to political motives and is a proof of recognition of supremacy 
of the Constantinople patriarchate and loyalty to it. During the first stage of patriarch Photius' career 
(858-867), his seals featured an image of the Virgin Hodeghetria in full-length while those made 
during his second patriarchate (877-886) show a bust of the Virgin holding the Child in front of her 
(see Zacos, Seals, Il, nos. 7a-b) 

What is the chronological range of the seals of George? 

He became archbishop of Bulgaria in 878 at the earliest, according to a letter by Pope John VIII, 
and the same effigy featured on the seals of Photius from the 877-886 period, i.e. a bust of the Virgin, 
is present on his seals as well. 

In 886 Photius was brought down from the patriarchal throne and Stephanos, brother of emperor 
Leo VI (18^ December 886 - 17/18 May 893) was installed in his place. On the patriarchal seals he 
restored the image of the Virgin Hodeghetria in full-length holding the Child on the left (see Zacos, 
Seals, H, nos. 8a-b). On the basis of the second group of seals of George, archbishop of Bulgaria, 
one can deduce that this iconographic subject was adopted in Bulgaria as well. Therefore. the 
first group should be dated to 877-886 and the second one - after 886. The Bulgarian archbishop 
affixed the latter seals to his correspondence for a short period which is confirmed by their small 
number. One should not forget that in 889, Bulgaria had a new ruler - Vladimir-Rasate. He attempted 
a sharp turn in the political and religious orientation of Bulgaria and a Bulgarian prelate who followed 
strictly the Byzantine church policy was unwanted. 

Therefore the first group of seals is dated to 877-886 and the second one to 886-889. 

Interesting is the range of diffusion of the seals of this Bulgarian prelate: Pliska - 4, Madara - 1, 
the village of Ovcharovo - 1, Constantinople - 1, Athens - 1. 

Of special interest is the find of a molybdobul in Zalavar in Hungary. If it had been found in its 
natural true surroundings, it would be evidence for contacts between the Pliska archbishop George 
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and the Moravian archbishop Methodius or his pupils who later arrived in Pliska. This view is developed 
in an*article by Imre Tot (Pismo do Metodii, Bulgarski Pisatel, 27, Sept. 18, 2002, p. 10). Unfortu- 
nately I cannot establish with certainty that the seal was found in its true natural surroundings. After 
long and fruitless attempts to locate authentic information on the circumstances regarding the discovery 
of this seal, I accidentally met Anna Kuznetsova from the Institute for Slavic Studies in Moscow, a 
graduate of the University of Budapest. She had participated in archaeological excavations in Zalavar. 
She contacted her Hungarian associates and according to them, the molybdobul was presented by a 
villager who claimed he had found it in the fortress. Le. once again we cannot trust the information 
regarding the authenticity of the seal and whether it was found in its natural surroundings. And in this 
case too, I wonder whether we may be dealing with an attempt to legalize a find from Bulgaria or its 
copy in an archaeological artefact. 


19.5 Ἰωάννης μοναχὸς καὶ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας 
(second half of the XI" century). 


Private possession. I learnt about it from Al. Peykov from Veliko Turnovo. The molybdobull was found somewhere in 
the district of Haskovo. D. 25-26 mm. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Three specimens are kept in the collection of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 58.106.5308; Fogg 1053; DO 55.1.4701). 
They probably originate from Istanbul. A fourth copy was offered at Auction Hirsch (Munchen, 186, 10-12.05. 
1995, no. 1642). Dr Peter Prohaska from the National Museum of History in Budapest informed me about a fifth 
specimen found in Esztergom. I wonder whether this may be a case of legalizing of a find from Bulgaria on its 
way to Europe. 


Obv. The Virgin seated on a high-backed throne with a round cushion, holding a medallion of 


Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


+ OKCR'O'|TOCQAS A" |IDMONAX'|SAPXICITIC|K ITOTIACH'RSAT AP" 

+O(sotó)ke β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Ἰω(άννῃ) μοναχ(ῷ) (καὶ) ἀρχιεπισκ(ό)πῳ 

πάση(ς) Βουλγαρί(ίας) 

It is difficult to be specific about whom this seal belonged to. As is correctly noted by the editors 
of the specimens from Dumbarton Oaks (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 29.6), during the 
XI century there is information on at least three men called John who were archbishops of Bulgaria. 
Aside from the two included in our list, they also add the last Bulgarian patriarch before the conquest of 
Bulgaria by the Byzantines - John, also called David, whose rank was lowered by Basil II to archbishop. 





19.6 Κωνσταντῖνος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (second half of the XII" c.) 


In a private collection (I. Yotov from Yambol). Uncertain provenance but it is suggested that it comes from southeastern 
Bulgaria. D. of the fragment 16-34 mm which is smaller than a quarter of a formerly brilliant imprint. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Zacos, Seals, II, no. 410. Imprinted with the same bulloterion as our specimen. 

Ovb. Part of the Annunciation scene. Part of the figure of Archangel Gabriel who approaches the 
Virgin seated on a throne. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


|. AED | ...... THC | s CHC | ........ AC | ........ HC | ^us: [aces 

[+ Κων(σταντῖνος) ἐ]λέῳ [Θ(εο)ῦ ἀρχι]επίσ[κοπος πά]σης [Βουλγαρί]ας [τοι 

πρώτ]ης [Ἰουστινιανῆς] 

Who is this archbishop? 

At least two prelates of Bulgaria are known by the same name: 

Constantine (1): Appointed by emperor Manuel I Komnenos (1143-1180) as archbishop of Bul- 
garia. He participated in a meeting of the Synod in 1170 (Grumel, Regestes, nos 1109, 1112, 1116). 

Constantine (II) Cabasilas. He was born in Illyria. Before occupying the Ochrid throne, he was 
Bishop of Strumitza and later metropolitan of Dyrrachion. In this capacity he received 29 canonical 
answers from Demetrius Chomatianos about questions tabled by himself. It is not known exactly 
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when he became archbishop of Bulgaria and Prima Justiniana but it is accepted that this happened 
during the reign of Emperor Theodore II Lascaris (1256-1258) (Cuerapos, Oxpuo, I, c. 211; Papa- 
dopoulos attributes to him a decision of the Ochrid archbishopric dated to the 8" indiction and 
thinks that he was enthroned around 1250, see: Ἱερυλ. Σταχ., 474). Emperor Theodore II Lascaris 
arrested the Archbishop of Ochrid Constantine Cabasilas because he suspected him of sympathy to 
the Despotes of Epirus Michael II (Akropolites, Migne, 140, col. 1196). When Michael VIII became 
emperor, he liberated Constantine Cabasilas and allowed him to take his seat again (Cuerapos, Οχριιὸ, 
I. c. 157). 

When choosing an owner, there is a greater probability to connect the seal with Constantine (D 
from the XI" century when the title of the Bulgarian Archbishop also included πρώτης Ἰουστινιανῆς. 


19.7 Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (XIV^ century) 

Museum of Archaeology, Plovdiv, no. 583. The inventory book notes that it was found in Ochrid but bought in Thes- 
salonica and became property of the Plovdiv Museum of Archaeology in 1914. D. 41-43 (35) 5.5 mm. Probably 
it was a good imprint in the past but it is now in a pitiful state. It has almost degenerated because of corrosion. 

Ed.: There are some inaccuracies in the various publications: MBanoB, SCM, c. 37, Ne 6; Petrovic, J. Olovni pecat 
Grugura nadbiskupa Justiniane prime i ciele Bugarske.- Glasnik Hrvatskih zemaljskih muzeja, 1941, 25-29; 
Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 1498 [he notes that it was part of the Petrovic collection in Zagreb and is now in the 
Museum of Archaeology in Sofia, which is clearly wrong]. 

No parallels known, 

Obv. The Annunciation. The left half shows the figure of Archangel Michael in half-face and turned 
to the left. He has a nimbus and wings which barely touch the ground. With his left hand he holds 
a sceptre on his shoulder and he extends his right one as a sign of greeting to the Virgin, who 
occupies the right half of the seal. She is turned half way to the right and sits on a throne. 

The whole image is surrounded by a dotted circle. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


+ FPHFO | PIOCEAEWOV | APXIENICKON | OCTHCHPWTHC | ISTINIANHC | 

KAITIACHCB | δΑΓΑΡ᾽ 

+ Γρηγόριος ἑλέῳ Θ(εο)ὺ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος τῆς πρώτης Ἰουστινιανῆς καὶ πάσης 

Βουλγαρίας) 

While attempting to identify the owner of the seal with any of the Bulearian archbishops, one 
faces the difficulty that more than one person has this name (two from the XIV" century and one from 
the XVI" century). 


Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (1) 

His name is mentioned in a metrical brick inscription on the western facade of St. Sophia's 
church in Ochrid dated to 1317. The four monograms from the ambo of the same church offer the 
following inscription: Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγάρ(ων sic!) (Apanos, BCM, 34-35: 
CnerapoB, Oxpuo, I, c. 231, Nel). 

According to John Cantacuzenos, Archbishop Gregory was an eloquent, wise and educated person. 
In 1326 he was entrusted with a special mission by emperor Andronicus II Paleologus during the 
rebellion of his grandson (Cantacuzene, |, 46 (266.11). Three letters of Michael Gabras dated to 
1327 have survived addressed to: τῷ χρηματίσαντι ἀρχιεπισκόπῳ Βουλγαρίας κυρῷ Γρηγορίῳ 
(Gabras, Briefe, nos. 103, 112, 447) 

He did not die while in office in Ochrid. It is suggested that he left his throne before the end of 
the reign of Andronicus II Paleologus, i.e. before 1328 (Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 326). After that date 
he is known to have endowed a monastery in Constantinople which became dependent on the Vatopedi 
monastery in 1347 when Gregory was already dead (Dólger, Schatzkammern, 120-123). 

A dedication to Gregory by Theodore Metochites has survived from the time when the archbishop 
had already left his seat (Byzantion, 3, 1926, p. 267). 


Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (II) 
His name is mentioned for the first time in a dated inscription (1364-1365) above the door to the 
northern wing of St. Clements cathedral in Ochrid where there was a chapel named after St. Gregory 
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the Theologian. His title is: Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος τῆς πρώτης Ἰουστινιανῆς (sanos, 5CM, 
c. 39, Ne 9). 

He was invited by the Constantinople patriarch St. Philotheus Kokkinos to take part in a church 
council. On this occasion Gregory wrote him a statement against church union with the Roman Catho- 
lics (Cnerapos, Oxpuo, I, c. 342, 6.3). His name is mentioned in a chapter of the Despotes Ugle- 
sha regarding a dispute between the Zograph monastery and David, Bishop of Hierissos 
(Cuerapos, Oxpuo, I, ο. 342, 6.1). 

The last evidence about him dates from July 1378 in an inscription over the southern door of 
the small Ochrid church in the Bolnitsa neighbourhood. His title is: Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος 
τῆς πρώτης Ἰουστινιανῆς καὶ πάσης Βουλγαρίας (Aspanos, ΡΟΜ, c. 42, Ne 17). 


Γρηγόριος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας (IIT) 

He is only known by his signature on a parchment in Greek which is not exactly dated but which, 
according to scholars, is from the XVI" century and its dating is 1537 or 1590. His deciphered signa- 
ture contains the following: + Ἑλέῳ Θεοῦ πάσης Βουλγαρίας καὶ τῆς πρώτης Ἰουστινιανῆς 
᾿Αχριδῶν ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Γρηγόριος (HBanos, SCM, ο. 41, Ne 15; Cuerapos, Oxpuo, II, ο. 188). 

It is problematic to attribute the molybdobul to one of the three archbishops called Gregory. Its 
previous publishers exclude dating to the 165 century which may not be so categorical because this 
type of seal, as well as the patriarchal ones, preserve one and the same text and iconographic subject 
for a long time. It is doubtful whether the third Gregory existed (it is hardly incidental that he was 
excluded from the list of archbishops of Bulgaria compiled by Geltzer and has been taken into account 
by Laurent). 

While contemplating the possibility of choice between the two XIV" century men called Gregory, 
it seems that the arguments are in favour of the latter. His title almost coincides with that of the seal 
and, as Fr. Laurent commented, the title ἀρχιεπίσκοπος τῆς πρώτης Ἰουστινιανῆς was introduced 
by the princely archbishop John ( Adrianos) Komnenos but it was later dropped in order to be take up 
again after the mid-XIV" century (Laurent, Corpus, V.2, 326-327). 

In view of these arguments, it is interesting to know why the author preferred Gregory (I). 


20. Βρύσεως 

The archbishop of Brysis for the first time was represented at the church council of 879. He was 
directly subordinate to the Constantinople church. Some difficulty in analyzing the written sources 
about it is the fact that at some point (during the XII" century) the sources announce μικρὰ καὶ 
µεγάλη Βρύσεως. The former is an archbishopric and the latter is a bishopric. 


Bibliography: Asdracha, Thrace, 241-242, 286-287. 


20.1 Νικηφόρος ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βρύσεως (X"-XI" century) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 22187. D. 19-22 (16) 2.1 mm. W. 5.90 g. Unsuccessful imprint, parts of the 
blank are missing. The molybdobull has been holed by corrosion. 

Ed. Hopaanos, I7pecaae, Ne 387. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (PI. 1.4): in the quarters: T(0-C() || A8-A. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+..KI | $..OA. | XICIIIC. | .ΠΟΒΡ. | CEO’ 
+ Θ(εοτόκ)ε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ[ῳ Νι]κιφ[όρ]ο ἀ[ρ]χιεπισ[κό]πο Βρ[ύ]σεοίς) 


21. Δαφνί 


A monastery and church with this name, devoted to the Assumption is located 10 km from Athens 
in a small gorge above the so-called Holy Way. We have evidence from the V-VI" century of the 
existence of some kind of Christian religious structure at that spot, but the monastery is first attested 
in the Life of St. Melctios the Younger (died ca. 1105) and may well have existed earlier - at the end of 
the XI^ century. i] 
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Bibliography: Millet, G. Le monastere de Daphni. Histoire, architecture, mosaiques, Paris, 1899; Laurent, Corpus, 
V.2, 166-167: Janin, Grands centres, 311-312; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 2. p. 54. 


21.1 Ἡ Θεοτόκος τὸ Δαφνίν (XI-XII c.) 


In a private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 15-15 (14.5) 4 mm. W. 4.7 g. Despite its 
small size, the core is well formed and the seal is almost full, and the lines of the text are underlined, something 
rarely encountered in practice. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Other five specimens from the same boulloterion are kept in: Vienna, no. 93; Athens, nos. 183 and 
183a; Dumbarton Oaks (DO 58.106.5216 and 55.1.5056). See: Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 1244; Nesbitt- 
Oikonomides, DOS, 2, no. 11.1. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion of Christ before her. On either side titles: M || 6. 
Border of dots: 
Rev. Inscription of three lines, a cross above and a decoration below: 


- *-| HOKOC | TOAA | ΦΝΙΝ 

+ H Θεοτόκος τὸ Δαφνίν 

It would be interesting to learn to whom the correspondence from the Daphni Monastery and 
church was sent in northeastern Bulgaria at the time. 


22. Δεβελτός 


This city was a successor to the Roman Colonia Flavia Deultum. From the time of emperor 
Justinian I (527-565) Develtos was included within the boundaries of the Hemimont province. Its 
significance increased largely after the establishment of the Bulgarian state. It was one of the Byzan- 
tine strongholds and bases rebuffing the Bulgarian campaigns against Constantinople. There was a 
garrison and the city was the main centre of an administrative and military structure. According to 
sphragistic evidence, Develtos was ruled by an archon. 

After the devastating campaign of the Byzantine emperor Nicephorus (802-811) against Bulgaria 
which ended catastrophically for the Byzantines and the emperor himself, a counter offensive of the 
Bulgarians followed. 

In the spring of 812 the Bulgarian Khan Krum (803-814) undertook a general campaign. The first 
strike was directed at the nearest boundary city of Develtos which he captured after besieging it for a 
short time. The residents of the city and its bishop George were taken captives and deported to the 
Bulgarian lands. The Byzantine garrison headed by the archon Gregoras came over to the side of the 
Bulgarians. They were probably included in the left flank of the Bulgarian army commanded by the 
kaukhanos Irtais. 

After the dead of Khan Krum, his successor Khan Omurtag (814-831) signed in 815-816 the Bul- 
garian-Byzantine 30-year treaty which set up the boundaries and the institutions concerning them. 
Until then (815-816) the Bulgarian-Byzantine relations (commercial and diplomatic) had been served 
by the commerciaria of Messembria (Tà βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια Μεσιμβρία). But after the signing of 
the peace treaty, the aforementioned commerciaria was moved to the inner area of Bulgaria. Develtos 
became a mediator in Bulgarian-Byzantine relations because of its location at the intersection of sea 
and land routes. 

The border was the bed of the Sredetzka River. On Byzantine territory a new commerciaria had 
been established as proven by the archaeological and sphragistic data. Its name was Δεβελτός 
Ῥομανίας, according to Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, p. 172, in contradiction to the Bulgarian 
Develtos. This is reasonable to a certain extent, all the more that so since toponym is inscribed on 
several seals which belonged to the commerciarios of Develtos. But it is necessary to remember that 
only a Byzantine commerciaria is attested by the archaeological and sphragistic data. It is just an 
assumption that there were Bulgarian commerciaria but their name and location are yet unknown. 

Three stages of development and activities of the commerciaria could be outlined on the basis of 
the seals found there: the first one, from 815-816 to the 840s; the second one, from the 850s to 913- 
917; the third one is the XI" century. 

The areas and the buildings of the commerciaria from the first and the second periods are already known. 
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Seals bearing the toponym Δεβελτός: 
a) ἂρχων: Γρηγορᾶς β’σπαδάριος Καὶ ἂρχων Δεβελτοῦ (see IIanueuko, Karanor, Ne 389; 
liopaanos, /[eeezmrn, II.1). ! 
b) μας Κωνσταντῖνος επίσκοπος Δεβελτοῦ (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 429). 
ο) βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια Δεβελτοῦ (832-833). 
d) Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ. 
First period (from 815-816 to 840s): 
1. Βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια Δεβελτοῦ (832-833); 
2. Κοσμᾶς Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (830s); i 
3. Χριστοφόρος β᾽κανδιδᾶτος Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (8305-8405). 


Second and third period (from the 850s to the XI^ century): l 
I find great difficulty in arranging chronologically the seals of this group and the next one from the 
years of Byzantine domination. Therefore I shall first present those which are clearly dated to the 
second half of the IX" century and then, I shall present the rest of the X" century according to the 
alphabetical list of the names of the owners, and lastly those dated to the X'-XI" century which 
should belong to the third period. 
ο DE ους Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (second half of the IX" century), 
see Mordmann, Εὐρώπης, no. 16; Zacos, Seals, II, no. 159 bis; Mopzianos, /Jeeeam, 26-27.3. 

5. Δαβὶδ β'σπαδάριος Καὶ ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (877-893), see below. woke 

6. N., σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (IX"-X" century), see Nesbitt-Oikono- 
mides, DOS, 1, no. 76.2; Mopganos, Jesenm, 27-28. 5. 

7. Εὐστράτιος Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X" century), see below. 

8. Θεόγνωστος P’onataproc Καὶ ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ ({Χ'- X" century), see Llanaposckaa, 
Πεβεπντα. 149-150, M-6066. ; 2 . : 

9. Θεόδωρος β᾽πρωτοσπαϑάριος, ἐξάκτωρ, χαρτουλάριος τοῦ γενικοῦ λογοδετοῦ kat 
kouuegpki&piog Δεβελτοῦ (X^ century), see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 76.1; Mopyanos, 
Jleeenm, c. 30. 10. l 

10. Ἰωάννης kouuepkiápioç Δεβελτοῦ Ῥομανίας (X* century), see Schlumberger, Sig., p. 113, 
no. 2; liopaanob, Jleeezm, 29-30. 8; Wanaposckas, /Iesezpra, c. 152, M-8456. 

11. Ἰωάννης ? ἀσηκρῆτης ? καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ x? century), see below. 

12. Μιχαὴλ σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X^ century), see Wanaposckas, 
Πεπεπρτα, 152-153, M-8834. l : 

13. N., ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X" century), see Schlumberger, Sig., p. 113, πο. 1; Mop/tanos, 
Jleeenm, c. 30. 9; Ulanaposckaa, /Ieserbpra, c. 152, M-7652. 

14. Βασίλειος ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X^-XI^ century), see below. l 

15. Ἰωάννης N., kai ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X*-XI" century), see Schlumberger, Sig., p. 113, 
no. 3; Mopaanos, /Teeeam, c. 29.7; Wanyposexan, Πεπεπρτα, 150-151, M-8834. 

16. N., N., Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X"-XI" century), see Hllaunponckas, Πεβεπρτα, 148-149, 
M-321. i 

. 17. Κωνσταντῖνος Συροπουλος σπαδαροΚανδιδᾶτος kai Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X"-XI" 
' century), see below. 

: Bibliography: The information about Develtos and the archaeological excavations carried out there, as well as the list 
of the dignitaries who headed various departments and resided there are presented in the general review of Mopyanos, 
Jleeeam, 1-33; Tamanos, C. Tawoxxeunbiii ΠΕΗΤΡ XI B. B paitone Πεθεπτα. IlpenpaputenbHoe coobuienne.- Bul- 
garia Pontica medii aevi. Nessebre, 1985. Codus, 1992, 247-251; Dimitrov, Chr. Die Frühmittelalterische Stadt 
Debeltos zwischen Byzanz und Bulgarien vom achten bis ins zehnte Jahrhundert.- Schriften der Balkan: Komission. 
Antiquarische Abteilung, Wien, 18, 1992, 35-45; lllaunposckas, Πεβεπρτᾶ, 148-153. 


22.1 Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια Δεβελτός (832-833) 
Archaeological base, Develt, no. 205. Found during archaeological excavations in sector A-I, sq. 11. D. 15-25 
mm; field 22.5 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. A half probably from an originally well-imprinted specimen. 


Ed. Mopaanos, eserim, Ne 53. l "ep: 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I, nos. 285 a-b. All specimens come from the same boulloterion. We recovered the inscription 


of our half by using these specimens. 
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Obv. Visible is half of the bust of emperor Theophilus facing and wearing a crown, divitision and 
loros. Inscription beneath: = Ἰνδικτιων τα” (indiction 11). Along border of dots circular in- 
scription ...... || PAS... [Θεόφιλ(ος)] βασ[λε(ὺς) 


Rey. Inscription of four lines: 
+ T..| BKOM... | KION... | EA.. 
+ Tlov] βασιλικῶν) Κομ[μερ]κίων [Δεβ]ελ[τοῦ] 


22.2 Κοσμᾶς kouuepki&piog Δεβελτοῦ (8305-8405). 


Archaeological base, Develt, no. 276. Found during archaeological excavations in the area of the commerciaria, sector 
A-II, sq. 73 in house no. |. D. 24-26 mm; field 26 mm; thickness 3.1 mm. W. 12.56 g. The imprint was original- 
ly excellent and now the specimen is well preserved but one edge was damaged by a pick strike during the 
excavations. 

Ed. Mopaanor, /Ieseam, No 54. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.3). In the quarters: TXQ-CQJIA8-AQ). 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

*KOC | MAK8M.. | KIAPIMAE | REAT’ 
* Kopie βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κοσμᾶ κουμ[ερ]κιαρίῳ Δεβελτ(οῦ 


22.3. Χριστοφόρος β᾽Κανδιδᾶτος Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (8305-8405). 


In a private collection (Dr. D. Theodoridis from Munchen). It probably orginates from the commerciaria. D. 25-26 
(23-24) mm. The imprint on the obverse is not complete. The blank has slipped in the bulloterion. The molybdo- 
bul has been perfectly preserved. 

Ed. Wassilliou-Kyriaki, Neue Siegel, no. 1. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). In the quarters: TW-CW||A8-AW. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


.-CTO| .OPOB'KAN | AIA'SKOM€ |. AEBEAT’ 
Θεοτόκε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [Χρι]στο[φ]όρῳ β᾽κανδιδ(άτῳ) (καὶ) Κομερ(κιαρίῳ)] 
Δεβελτο(ῦ) 


22.4 Δαυὶδ βΡσπαϑάριος kai ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (870-893) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Shoumen, no. 321. Found in 1985 during archaeological excavations of the 
Great Basilica in the town of Pliska, sector north, second northern courtyard. D. 21-22 mm; field 20 mm; thick- 
ness 2.5 mm. The specimen is badly preserved and dissolved along the line of the channel. Struck off-centre 
probably because of the loosened boulloterion. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Ππµοκα, No 12; Viopananos, Zesenm, VIA. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscripsion between two borders of dots: 

+ KEROHOHTWCWAOVAQ) 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+AAAR’ | CIIAOAP. | KOVME | P..P^A€ | .AT8 

ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήϑη τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Aa(vi)d β(ασιλικῷ) σπαϑαρ[ί]ῳ [(kai)] Κουμερ[κια]ρ(ίῳ) 

Δε[βε]λτοῦ 

In the area of the commerciaria Develtos a specimen has been found which belonged to Δαβὶδ β᾽ 
πρωτοσπαδάριος ἐπὶ τῶν οἰκειακῶν who was probably its former ruler (see Mopaanos, /Ieseam, 
39-40.8). 

The seal of Δαβὶδ β’σπαδάριος kai ΚομμερκΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (870-893), found in Pliska, has 
affixed his correspondence intended to an unknown addressee from the chancellery of the Bulgarian 


archbishop or perhaps to the archbishop himself, and thus he had been informed about some consign- 
ment or emissary. 
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22.5 Εὐστράτιος ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (X century). 


Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 14718. Find-spot uncertain. D. 17-20 (17) 2.5 mm. A complete and well-preserved 


specimen. 
Ed. lVtopaanos, Πεβεπτ, Addenda et corrigenda, no. I.7. 
Parallels: Mordtmann, Εὐρώπης, no.17; Barnea, I. Sceaux byzantins de Dobroudja, SBS, 1, p. 82, no. 5. They have 


been imprinted by the same boulloterion as our copy. 
Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

OKER’ | O’TWMCW | AP'€V | CTPAT 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

I+ K8ME|PKA’P’ ΔΕΙΒΕΛΤῚΝ ΙΔΙΚΔΙ - o- 

= Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Εὐστρατ(ίῳ) ΚουμερΚ(ι)αρ(ίῳ) Δεβελτ(οῦ) 

Ἰνδικίτιων) δ᾽ 

My previous publication recognized that it referred to someone called Εὐστράτιος Δικαῖος 
from the XI" century. He is attested by three molybdobulls. The first two were published as early 
as 1886 by Mordtmann. The publications of this author lack illustrations or at least there is a 
drawing. The third specimen is of poor quality, it was discovered in Northern Dobrudja and it 
was published by Ion Barnea. I agreed with the readings made before me. 

But in 1998 I had the opportunity to examine the specimens from the Mordtmann collection 
kept in the Numismatic Cabinet in Vienna. A fourth copy was recently found in Bulgaria. 

When checking the text of the specimens seen by me, I established that the family name is not 
Λικαῖος but in fact is written on the seal: Ἰνδικίτιων) δ᾽. Using appropriate calculations, one can 
suggest a more concrete dating within the X* century. 


22.6 Ἰωάννης} &onkpritnc? καὶ ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (XI^ century) 


Museum of History, Yambol, no. Π 3861. Found during archaeological excavations of the medieval stronghold near 
the village of Karavelovo, district of Yambol, sq. 27 on October 7*, 1983. D. 18-19 mm; field over 18 mm; 
thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint, badly damaged. Holed and perhaps secondarily used as a weight. Surface quite 
effaced. Visible are only some of the letters or their contours. The deciphering of the inscription is problematic. 

Ed. Mopaauos, /Jeceam, VI.6. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 


KER.. | n... | CWAS.. 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
ιο ant | ME.. | AER.. 


*K(ópue β[οήϑει τῷ] σῷ δού[λῳ "T]o(&vvn) [ἀσηκρήτῃ (καὶ) Κου]με[ρκ(ιαρίῳ)] Δεβ[ελ(τοῦ)] 


22.7 Βασίλειος ? κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ (XI^ century) 


Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 13587. Offered for purchase by N. Georgiev from Shoumen who provided informa- 
tion that the specimen was found in Silistra. D. 25-26 mm; field 22 mm; thickness 4 mm. Incomplete imprint and 
badly preserved specimen. 

Ed. Hopaanor, /Iesezm, VI.11. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (l.hand). Inscription in two 
columns: Ο-Α-ΓΙ-Ο || .-.-M' 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

ACI | .€I(9.. | .€PKIA | AEREA | -T8 - 
[Β]ασι[λ]είῳ [κομ]ερκια[ρ(ίῳ)] Δεβελτοῦ 


22.8 Κωνσταντῖνος Συρόπουλος σπαϑαροΚανδιδᾶτος Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 
(X"-X]J" centuries) 


a. In a private collection (a plaster cast from the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov). On the reverse it is noted that the 
original was owned by Dr. V. Haralanov from Shoumen. Probable find-spot: Silistra (from where most seals in 
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the collection of Dr. Haralanov come). D. 17-20 mm: field over 20 mm. Incomplete imprint. Blank too small 
for die. 


b. Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 12389. Offered for purchase by Al. Boev from Silistra. D. 19-20 mm: field over 


20 mm; thickness 3 mm. It may be assumed that this specimen is the same as the former one but it is just quite 
similar to it. Incomplete imprint. Many letters are out of the blank. 

c. Museum of History. Pomorie. Found in the city area. Offered for documentation by the curator of the museum on 
June 14^, 1989 during my stay in the city of Burgas. D. 22-23 mm; field (?); thickness 3 mm. Weakly imprinted. 
Struck off-centre. Many letters are out of the blank. 


d. [n a private collection (Ivan Yotov from Yambol). Find-spot: probably somewhere in the region. Most of the seals of 


this collection are from the stronghold near the village of Melnitza, district of Elhovo or from the village of Zlati 

voivoda, district of Sliven. D. 20-21 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

e. In a private collection ( Vurban Vurbanov from Elhovo). Delivered to the National Museum of History in Sofia by 
the police, Most of the seals of this collection are from the stronghold near the village of Melnitza, district of 
Elhovo. D. 21-22 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

f. In a private collection (N, Nikolov from Razgrad). Before being sold it was given to us. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19- 
18.5 mm; field (7); thickness 3 mm. The imprint is incomplete like the latter specimens. Some of the letters are 
out of the blank. 

g. In a private collection (coll. of N. Nikolov from Razgrad. now in the collection of Regional Museum of History in 
Shoumen). Find-spot: uncertain. D.18-20 mm. Incomplete imprint like the specimens mentioned above. 

h. [n a private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain, D. 20-21 mm. W, 6.60 2. Incomplete imprint 
like the specimens mentioned above. 

The eight specimens are struck by the same die. They are preserved to a different extent and the quality of their 
imprints is poor. 

Ed. a-c: Hopaanos, Jeseam, ΝΙ.12 (1-3); d-h: Mopaanos, Addenda et corrigenda. 1.17. 

Parallels: Wanaposckas, Jlenenpra, c. 150. M-6141. Imprinted by another boulloterion. 

Oby. Inscription of four lines: 
+KON | CTANT | ΠΑΘΑΡ | KANAA' 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

SKOME | ΚΗΛΡΓΔΕ | EAT OCV | .[I8A^ 

ἜΚονσταντ(ῖνος) σπαϑαρ(ο)κανδ(ι)δ(ᾶτος) (Καὶ) Κομε[ρ]κηάρι(ος) Δε[β]ελτ(οῦ) ὁ 

Συ[ρό]πουλ(ος) 

The presence of the seals of commerciaria of Develtos in Dristra during XI" century (as 
in the above-mentioned cases) looks quite natural. At this time Dristra was a residence of the 
catepanate of Paristrion and boundary city of the empire, and it facilitated the imperial con- 
tacts with the countries north of the Danube. It is noteworthy however that there were seals 
of this commerciaria along the former Bulgarian- Byzantine frontier line. The wide distribu- 
tion of the seals of Constantine Syropulos proves the activity of the commerciaria during that 
period. 


23. Δοροστόλου / Δρίστρας 


Dristra or Dorostolon (modern Silistra on the Danube). It was a strategic administrative and eco- 
nomic centre of the Bulgarian state, as well as of Byzantium after the conquest of Bulgaria. But 
concrete information is rather scanty. 

The name of the strategeia of Dristra was twice reported in the Escurial Tactic (975) and in 1017 
with reference to the letter of the strategos of Dorostolon Tzotzikios. son of the patrician Teudatos the 
Iberian, concerning the alliance between Krakra and the Pechenegs (Skylitzes, 356.27-28). 

The situation of the sources increases the significance of the sphragistic evidence related to the 
history of this city. 

Two groups of sphragistic materials could be established: 

A) seals bearing the toponym Δοροστόλου / Δρίστρας 

a) κατεπάνω Δρίστρας: 

1. Λέων Δρύμις ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Δρίστρας (1050-30), according to his 
lead seal from Auction Münz Zentrum, Köln, 100, 8-10 Sept. 1999, no. 105. 

«Κωνσταντῖνος N., πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Δρίστρας ? (1030s- 1040s), according to his lead 
seals from Fogg A. M. no. 3400 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 65.1). 


to 
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b) στρατηγὸς: : 
. Λέων ΣαραΚινόπουλος β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου, 566 below. | 
.Λέων XapakivónovAoc βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως Καὶ Δοροστόλου, 
see below. . . ] 
. Βασίλενης / Βασίλακης} B’xpwtoonadvapros kai στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας, see below. 
. Δαβὶδ πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Opakns kai Δρίστρας, see below. 
. Θεόδωρος πριµικήριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας, see below. 
. Πέτρος β᾽πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας, see below. 
c) Κομμερκιάριος: | | 
9. ᾽Ανδρόνικος β᾽σπαϑάριος Καὶ ΚομμερΚιάριος Δρίστρας, see below. 
10. Διονύσιος σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας, see below. 
11. Ἰωάννης Κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας, see below. 
12. Ἰωάννης Σπονδύλης Κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 65.2). 


4A W 
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B) The Byzantine lead seals found in Dristra: 

Over 230 seals found in the town of the Silistra. They illustrate the other side of the every day life 
of the city; the institutions and persons who wrote to the local representatives of the administration 
that exercised the policy of the empire, see Jordanov, I. The Byzantine Administration in Dobrudja 
(X"-xi* century) According to Sphragistic Data.- Dobrudja, 12, 1995, 1998, 204-224. 

The comparison between the information obtained from the sphragistic data and from other narra- 
tive sources enables one to define the following scheme, chronology and transformations of this ad- 
ministrative centre: 

After the conquest of the city by the Byzantines in July or August 971, its former name of Dorosto- 
lon was restored and Leon Sarakenopulos was appointed as its first strategos. At some point which 
cannot be exactly defined, Leon Sarakenopulos sent at least two letters to Preslav (Ioannoupolis) and 
an administrative reorganisation took place. The cities of loannoupolis and Dorostolon were united 
and as strategos of this new unit Leon Sarakenopulos was appointed again. Although the main city 
was loannoupolis, its strategos resided in Dorostolon. Only thus could the receipt in Ioannoupolis of 
more than 20 letters of his be satisfactorily explained. The strategeia of Dorostolon, as well as the 
newly unit of Ioannoupolis and Dorostolon, were under command of doux of Thrace and Mesopota- 
mia which is known only from sphragistic evidence (see here no. 35.14). l 

At the time mentioned by the Escurial Tactic (?-975), a new administrative transformation was 
implemented. The city of Ioannoupolis was included in Thrace and Dristra was given an independent 
status. e 

This administrative order was probably maintained until 986 when the Byzantine domination was 
eliminated. l 

What the administrative structure was after the recapturing of Eastern Bulgaria in the year 1000 is 
unknown. The Danube River became the permanent frontier of Byzantium and this fact practically 
meant that the katepanate of Mesopotamia did not yet exist. Dristra was transformed into a strategic 
centre of the border military-administrative unit. Undoubtedly, the strategeias Ioannopolis (Preslav) 
and Dristra were again restored but one may pose the question: which one replaced the katepanate 
Mesopotamia? And what was this big military unit that unified the above-mentioned strategeias? Probably 
it was the dukedom of Adrianoupolis south of the Haemus mountain and the unit of Thrace and Dris- 
tra north of it whose strategos was the protospatharios David known from his seals. 

It could be assumed that after the year 1000, the administrative and military structure of present 
Eastern Bulgaria was temporary until the final conquest. The traditional administrative and military 
centres became heads of strategeias (Preslav and Dristra) and they were subordinate directly to the 
emperor. 

A lasting adminstrative reorganization took place after 1018 when, according to some researchers, 
all conquered Bulgarian lands were united in a single administrative unit called Bulgaria (see 
3narapcku, Mcmopua, Il, 1-12), but, according to others, the Bulgarian lands were divided into sev- 
eral administrative units. Some territories were included in the old Byzantine themes while others 
entered the newly established catepanates of Bulgaria and Paristrion (see JIuraspum, Bozzapua u 
Busaumua, 195-215; ΒΟΚΗΠΟΒ-ΓΙΟ3ΘΠΘΕΒ., Zcmopua, 344-364). 
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The evidence of the seals introduces some corrections in these hypotheses but at the same time they 
create a number of problems and contradictions with the sources. 

Let us pose the question: what was the relationship between the catepanate of Dristra and the catepanate 
of Paradounavon (Podounavie)? Did they refer to an identical administrative unit which in some cases 
bore the name of the city and in others was called after the district, or did they exist at different times? 
According to the evidence of sphragistics, the name of Paradounavon appeared on Byzantine seals 
after the 1050s at the earliest. Therefore Dristra after 1018 enjoyed the status of a strategela. During 
the 1040s it was already a catepanate. It is impossible to determine whether it included only the region 
of the city or entire Northern Bulgaria. It can be safely said that after the 1050s this catepanate had the 
name of Paradunavion and included the territory between the Danube and Haemus. 

The kommerkiarios of Dristra was established in the city after 1000 when the Danube River be- 
came the permanent frontier of the empire and the city was transformed into a border town. Perhaps 
the commerciaria also existed at the time when the city was a centre of the Paradounavon catepanate. 

Dristra (Durostorum) was an ancient Christian centre whose chair was established as earlv as the 


period when Christianity struggled to survive. Known are the names of a considerable number of 


martyrs (over 11) and bishops who gave their lives for the triumph of the Christian faith (Zeiller, J. 
Les origines chretiennes dans les provinces Danubenes de l'empire Romain, Paris, 1918, 110-116; 
Barnea, I. Christian art in Romania, Bucuresti, L, 1979, 7-9). The last known bishop of the city from 
the VI"- VII" century before the invasions of the new peoples was Dulcisimos who fled to Odessos 
where he reposed (Besevliev, Spürgriechischen, no. 107). 

The city also kept its importance as a Christian centre during the period of the Bulgarian state and 
especially after the conversion of the country. It is a known fact that the last Bulgarian patriarch 
Damianos resided in Dristra (Aranacon, Γ. Apperpp n narpiapumnisia Ha IIb psoro 6»sJtrapcko 
uaperBo.- B: /Iypoemopyai/lpvcmsep- Cuaucmpa, C., 1988, 133-134). 

After the takeover of the city by the Byzantines in July 971. Damianos was overthrown and the 
patriarchal seat was reduced to the rank of an archbishopric. But what it really included and what its 
structure was are still disputed questions. Some scientists suppose that the archbishop of Bulgaria 
resided in Dristra and his jurisdiction included all dioceses in the Eastern Bulgarian lands conquered 
by Byzantium (Georgiev, Au sjuget, 120-129; Idem, L'organisation, 147-154). Others surmise that 
after the conquest of Eastern Bulgaria in 971, the status quo before 927-944 was restored (arapcku, 
Hcmopus. 1, 2, 596-597). 

After the final conquest of Bulgaria in 1018, the church structure was firmly established as well. 
From the second charter of Basil II. dated to 1020. one learns that the seat of Dristra was reduced to 
the rank of a bishopric subordinate to the Ochrid archbishop. “... Thus we command that the bishop 
of Dristra should have in the towns of his diocese and in the other towns about 40 clerics and 40 
parics. Because during the reign of Peter in Bulgaria this diocese shined with its archbishop dignity, 
but after that the archbishops moved from one place to the other, one in Triaditza, the other in 
Vodena and Moglaina, and after that we found the present archbishop in Ochrid. Therefore we 
command that Ochrid itself is to have un archbishop and a bishop to be ordained for Dristra” (see 
PHBH, 6, c. 45). 

For how long this situation lasted is not possible to ascertain but in 1054 the list of the participants 
in the Synod of the Constantinople patriarchate includes an anonymous metropolitan of Dristra as 26" 
(see Oikonomides, Decret synodal, 60-61, 62, n.1). Other sessions of the Synod on 6" November 
1071 and 14" March 1072 also mention the name of this metropolitan of Dristra - Leontius (Oikono- 
mides, Decret synodal, p. 57.29, 60-61). In the diocese lists from the time of Alexius I Komnenos 
(1081-1118) Dristra is a metropolitanate subservient to the Constantinople patriarchate (see Darrouzes, 
Notitae, 11.73). 

Dristra kept its importance as a metropolitan centre in the XII" century as well and it forms the 
basis of the church structure of the restored Bulgarian state under the Assen dynasty. One of the 
hypotheses is that the archbishop seat in the new capital of Turnovo was, in fact, a successor to the 
Dristra metropolitanate (see Myradunes, /Ipscrep, 89-91). 

Bibliography: Wopaanos, M. BusauTuitckH neuarsM c uMero Ha Cunucrpa.- 100 eodunu ucmopuuecku Myseù 
Cuaiucmpa, 2002, 80-91. 
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23.1 Λέων ΣαραΚινόπουλος βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου 
(971-2) 

a. Museum of Archaeolology, Preslav, πο. 17589. D. 27-28 (21) 3 mm. W. 14.20 g. Imprinted twice at angles of 90°, 

b. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 18521. D. 24-25 (21) 3.6 mm. W. 14.10 g. Partial imprint made by a weak 


strike on the boulloterion or because of poor cohesion between the bulloterion and the blank. Some of the letters 
were probably destroyed later by corrosion. 

The two specimens are struck by the same die. Find-spot: Preslav. 

Ed. Vopaauos, IIpecazae, ΝΟ 215-216. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
a)-e-| FAC. | RA'CIT. . | SCTP.. | HT. | -e- 
b) |. ΕΟΙ R'A'CIHAO' | SCTPAT | ... 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
a) - e - | AOPOC|.OAOV | .. APAK | .NOTI8 
b) | AOP . . | TOAOV | OCAPAK |... Π8 
+ Aéo(v) βἴπρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) (kai) στρατηγ[ὸ(ς)] Δοροστόλου ὁ Σαρακ[ι]νόπου(λος) 


23.2 ᾿Αρκάδιος β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος kai στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου (971-7) 


Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 22172. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 11-20 (20?) 4 mm. Half a specimen 
which is cut and not broken. It is interesting that the inside of the blank is hollow. 

Ed. Ďopaanosg, [Tpecaae, Ne 217. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
κ... ..[:.Η...1|.09Δ.....|ΑῬ..:..]1.. 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

sae HA ooe ΟΤΙ... SCTI].. OCT. |... 

+ Κ[ύριε βο]ή[ϑ(ει) τῷ σ]ῷ δ[ούλφ] ᾿Αρ[καδίῳ B'(1po10)o]na[9ap(io) (koi)] 

στ[ρα]τιγ[ῷ Δορ]οστ[όλου] 

The main problem with the commentary of this seal is that its inscription is not explicit. In 
the last two lines on the reverse other letters could be proposed. We are also not sure what 
letters are available. Besides the proposed ..OCT. |... - ..€CI. / ... is also possible and thus, some 
other varieties for reading of the toponym or patronym could be supposed. 


23.3 Βασιλιανης / Βασιλάκης ? β᾿πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας 
(X"-XI" centuries) 


In a private collection (Z. Byulbyulev from Harmanli). Find-spot: the information obtained claims that it was in 
Silistra. D. 24-27 mm; field 21 mm; thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. Struck off-center and also opened in 
the low half along the line of the channel. 


Unpublished. 
Parallels: Another specimen in the collection of Zacos, HI, no. 1660 is struck by the same boulloterion. It is more 


complete and better preserved (see Seibt, Bulgarische Geschichte, no. 1). We quoted above his text for comparison. 
Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Inscription in two columns: 

© || NI-K. Circular inscription ..... COAOVAO 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

-RAC.. |. NIA'CIITAO |. IL. SCTP' |... CTP 

.RACIA | .NIA'CIIAO | PIoSCTP'| TPICTP (Zacos collection) 

[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήδει το] oo δούλο Βασιλ[.]νι (πρωτο)σπαϑαρίο (kai) στρ(ατιγῷ) 

Τρίστρίας) 

Two problems could be settled with the deciphering of the inscription: 

The homonym. It is written in the first and second lines. According the opinion of Seibt, it is 
RACIA. what means the name Βασιλ[ί(ῳ)]. It is necessary to note that the inscriptions of the seal 
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from the Seibt collection and of this one from Silistra contain two or three letters [. NI. in the second 
line before the title protospatharios. Obviously they are part of the homonym. We do not know any 
homonym comprised of the letters RACIA |.NI. Probably it is RACIA ΙΑΚΙ, but this is just an as- 
sumption. It is certain that it does not concern Basil. 

The toponym. It is written with the letters TPICTP and the first letter is illegible. Either it is a 
badly preserved A or indeed it is T. In the two cases we logically assume that it concerns Dristra. 

The seal is generally dated to the late X" century or the early XI century. This is the probable 
time when this strategos of Dristra ruled, unknown from other sources. 





23.4 Θεόδωρος πριµιΚκήριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (X"-XI" centuries) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology. Sofia. no. 73. Found in Pliska by Russian archaeological expedition in 1899. D. 
27-29 mm: field 22 mm: thickness 3 mm. A well-preserved specimen but incompletely imprinted. 
Ed. Hanyenxo, Αδοδα-ΓΠπποκα, 296-297, Tada. LVITE3: Hopaanos, ΓΠπποκα, Ne 19, 
Parallels: Another specimen struck by the same die has been found in Istanbul (see Flanaenko, Katasor, Ne 66 ). Γι 
is preserved in the Hermitage (M-2338). 
Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Inscription in two columns: 
-. |JA-0)-P’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
[.€OAQ | .PIMIK | SCTPA |.ITAIC | TPAC 
+ Ἰθ]εόδω( poc) [π]ριμικ(ή)[ρ(ιος)] (Καὶ) στρα[τ]ιγ(ὸς) Δίστρας 
A specimen found in Silistra has the same iconographical subject and inscription but without the 
position and toponym (see Hopaanos, Οπππιστρα. 1, Ne 16). It is possible that it concerns the same 
person who wrote letters before or after his appointment as strategos of Dristra. 
Theodore had the title of a πριµικήριος held by eunuchs and probably he was an eunuch. This 
title was equal to πρωτοσπαῦάριος given to non-eunuchs during the X"-XI* century. The seal dates 
precisely to that period. 


23.5 Πέτρος β πρωτοσπαῦάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας (ΧΙΙ ΧΙ centuries) 

a. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav. no. 17345. D. 23-25 (19) 3 mm. W. 10.30 g | 

b. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 17630. Half a specimen. 

The two specimens are struck by the same die. 

Ed. Hopganos, //ροςταα. No 218-219. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription: 
-*KCROHOIT()COASA' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ἘΠΕ | TPR'A'CHA | €'SCTPAT | AICTPA | C 
*K(pi)e Ponv(e)t τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Πέτρ(ῳ) B'(xpoto)ona[0(apio) (kai) στρατ(ηγῷ) 
Δρίστρας 


25.6 Ανδρόνικος β᾽σπαδάριος ? Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (XI" century) 


Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 14205. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 22-23 mm: field over 22 mm; thickness 2 mm. The 
imprint was originally good but the specimen is badly preserved. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Cuauempa. Hl, Ne 1. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of an unidentified military saint who is beardless with short curly hair holding a spear over 
his shoulder in r. hand and a shield in l. hand. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.AP.N |.KO.CII | .OAP'SKO | MEPKHAP’ | AP’CTP 
[Αν]δρ[ο]ν[]κῳ [βἼ/(πρωτο)]σπ[α]ϑαρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) ko[u]epknap(to) Ap(i)otp(ac) 
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23.7 Διονύσιος σπαθαροκανδῖδατος καὶ κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (XI" century) 


Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-24 (22.5) 2.5 mm. Well preserved speci- 
men, but incompletely imprinted. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of an unidentified military saint who is beardless with short curly hair, holding a 
spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: ||. -OI-C 

Rev. Inscripton of six lines: 
-KER’.. | AIONVC.. | CIIAOKAN | KOMEPKI | AP'API | .TP 
[+] Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)[θε(ι)] Διονυσ(ί)[ῷ] σπαθ(αρο)καν(διδάτῳ) (καὶ) κομερκιαρ(ίῳ) 
Δρί[σ]τρ(ας) 


23.8 Ἰωάννης Κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας (XI" century) 


Find-spot: uncertain. Plaster cast from the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov from Sofia. On the reverse it is noted that 
the original was in the collection of engineer Takov and it was made in 1963. D. 24-24 mm. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Inscription in two columns: 
@-N-I || K-O-AA' 

Rey. Inscription of four lines: 


+ IMKO | MEPKHA | PH@AP | CTPAC 

+ Ἰω(άννῃ) Κομερκηαρήῳ Δρίίστρας 

In the Dumbarton Oaks collection (DO 55.1.3333) a specimen is preserved which belonged to 
Ἰωάννης Σπονδύλης Κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας. The following is its description by Nesbitt-Oikono- 
mides (DOS, 1, no. 65.2): 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas as last. Along border of dots circular inscription: 

K€ROHO' TOCOASA' 
Rev. + {Φκοι.εΡΚΙΑΡΊ.ΡΙΟΤΡΑΟΙΩΟΠΟΝΙΔΝΛΗΙ 

An assumption based on the identical subject of iconography, homonym and title could be made 
that the owner of the two groups of seals was one and the same person, namely, Ἰωάννης Σπονδύλης. 


Probably another unpublished seal of the Dumbarton Oaks collection (DO 55.1. 3332) belonged to the 
same person: 


Obv. «KCR'G'|TO COAS'|]IQXAPTS|AAPIQ! 
Rev. AIOIKH|T'SQPECIJAPTTOCI|TONAV|-A'"- 


23.9 Λέοντιος μοναχός καὶ ἐπίσκοπος Δρίστρας (50s of the XI century) 


a. Museum of History, Silistra, no. 83. Found in 1988 during excavations of the medieval Dristra in the successive 
buildings along the northern fortress wall. At depth 14.19 m and at 1.85 m east of building no. 7. D. 29-31.2 
(27) 2.1 mm. The engraving of the dies is of high quality. The imprint itself is very successful and the relief is 
clear and high. 

b. Private collection. A cast of it was sent to me by my colleague K. Velkov from Nova Zagora. The original was 
discovered in the vicinity of the village of Boyadzhik, region of Yambol. D. 28-30 (27) 3 mm. W. 21.06 g. 
Incomplete imprint. 

Both specimens imprinted by the same boulloterion. 

Ed. a: Mopaanos, Apxuepen na Jlpscr»p, 163-168; b: Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin facing, holding Christ in l. arm. Sigla: MP || OV. Circular inscription along 
border of.dots: -OKCROHO' TWCWAS8A’ 


Rev. Inscription of four lines preceded and followed by an ornament: 
-X- | +AEWN | TIMA’X’S | E£ITICKOIT | AP.CTP' | - 
Θ(εοτό)κε βοήθ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Λεωντίῳ (μον)αχ(ῷ) (καὶ) ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) Δρ[ί]στρ(ας) 
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The owner of the seal which affixed the document or correspondence was Leontius, monk and 
bishop of Dristra. 

The main questions are: who is this Leontios, is he known from other sources and when did he 
occupes the chair of Dristra? 

During sessions of the Synod on 6^ November 1071 and 14 March 1072 which discussed prob- 
lems connected with the appointment of bishops in vacant dioceses, the metropolitan of Dristra Leon- 
tios was also present (see Oikonomides, Decret synodal, 57-60). 

Is he one and the same person? 

The seal is generally dated to the XI" century but it could be pinpointed to its middle, i.e. the 
1050s. As was shown above, Dristra was a bishopric between 1020 and 1054. Therefore Leontios 
could have been bishop of the city during that time. 

The coincidence of names, places of service and continuity of his offices would make us believe 
that the bishop of Dristra from the seal and the metropolitan of Dristra with the same name from the 
sessions of the Synod in 1071 and 1072 are identical. The seal reflects the time immediately before 
the promotion of the bishopric to a metropoltanate when Leontios was the last bishop and the first 
metropolitan of Dristra at the same time. 

The elevation of Dristra to the rank of metropolitanate coincides with the time when the 
city was proclaimed to be the centre of the Paradunavon catepanate (see here at no. 58). i.c. the 
representatives of the Byzantine provincial secular and church administration were gathered in 
one city. 

Is it possible that one and the same person occupied the chair of Dristra from the 1050s until 
1072. Taking into account that some prelates were connected with given seats all their life for several 
decades. our case should not be considered an exception. But a simple coincidence of the names of 
two different persons is also possible. The former may have been bishop of Dristra during 1020-1054 
and the latter may have been metropolitan with the same name after 1071. 

It is an interesting question to whom in the vicinity of the present village of Boyadzik, Leontios, 
bishop of Dristra, sent his correspondence? 


23.10 Χριστοφόρος μητροπολίτης Δρίστρας καὶ πρωτοσύγκελλος 
(80s of the XI century) 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 22436. Discovered in 1984 during excavations of the Preslav archbishopric 
south of the Palace Basilica. D. 19-20 (22?) 2 mm. Thickness above the relief 4 mm. Unsuccessful imprint. The 
blank was smaller than the size of the dies, because of which the inscription remained outside it. 

b. National Museim of History, Sofia. no. 13142. Originates from Silistra. D. 19-20 (22) 3 mm. In this case too the 
imprint is incomplete. The relief of the image is worn out, as well as the letters. 

c. Museum of History, Bourgas. Originates from Pomorie, D. 19-22 (22) 4 mm. The imprint and especially the inscrip- 
tion is not complete. The molybdobull itself is in a better condition than the former one but it is holed twice. 

|. Museum of History, Silistra. Discovered on the bank of the Danube River. D. 20-21 (7) 3 mm. Badly preserved 
specimen, in which the images and the text could hardly be identified. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Apxuepeu na JIppersp, 163-168. 


a 


No parallels known. 


Obv. Circular inscripton between border of dots: 


a) ones O'XPVCTOqd ..... 

2) ne caute a OO... 

c)...€R'O'X ..C.. DOP'MPO 

Oe d oh RR OP 
In the centre the Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding a medallion of Christ before her. 
Sigla: MP || OV. 


Rev. Circular inscripton between border of dots: 
8).... PACSA’CVIKE... 


D κο ο. €AAQ) 

ο). PIC . VFK€AAQ): 
ο 
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[+ [Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)θ(ει) Χρυστοφόρ(ῳ) μ(ητ)ρο(πολίτῃ) [A]pto(t)pac (καὶ) 

(πρωτο)συγκελλ(ῳ) 

In the centre there is a bust of St. Symeon holding the Child Jesus (Χριστοφόρος) with a nim- 
bus, chymation, long hair, beard and moustaches en face with his head turned to the left. On the right 
he holds the Infant wrapped in swaddling clothes. There is a nimbus over the head of the latter. On 
both sides of the composition in vertical lines: 9-C-V || Μ-ΕΩΘ-Ν. 

It is noteworthy that the embossed image of the Virgin is high and it stands out over the rest. 

In my publication quoted above a suggestion is made that the owner of the seal which was af- 
fixed on correspondence to Anchialos, Preslav and Dristra was Christophoros, metropolitan of Dris- 
tra, who took part in the meetings of the Synod on March 20" and 21*, 1082. His seal perhaps reflects 
a later stage in the career of this prelate because it contains the title of protosynkelos which is not 
mentioned in the protocols of the synodal sessions (see Goullard, Proces, 137.6, 141.76). 


24. Δρουγουβιτείας 


The name of this theme could be related to the Slavonic tribe of the Dragovites, Δρο(υ)γο(υ)βίται 
or Δραγουβίται, which inhabited the area north of Thessalonica. They were initially federates of the 
empire and later on became Byzantine subjects. The bishop of Δρουγουβιτείας Peter attended the 
so-called "false council" held in 879 and headed by patriarch Photius. The name of this bishopric 
subordinate to the metropolitan of Thessalonica is mentioned in the diocese lists from the IX"- X'^ 
century (see Darrouzes, Notitiae, 7299; 185; 10218; 13328). 

The name of the Δρουγουβιτείας strategeia was written for the first time in the Escurial Tactic (?- 
975, see Oikonomides, Listes, S. 267.6). It was situated north of Thessalonica and in the east it 
bordered on the Strymon theme. The name of this administrative unit is also reported in the docu- 
ments of the Ivirion monastery from 995-996 signed by Νικόλαος κριτῆς Στρυμόνος, Θεσσαλονίκης 
Καὶ Δρουγουβιτείας (see Ivirion, nos. 9-10) and in a letter of Michael Pselos addressed to: τῷ κριτῇ 
Δρουγουβιτείας (Pselos, SM, 2, πο. 118.24). It is necessary to give a new meaning to the presence of 
the seals of this administrative unit in the Bulgarian lands. Its significant activity is apparent. 


The Δρουγουβιτείας toponym is written on the following seals: 


1. Πέτρος σπαϑάριος kai ἄρχων Δρουγουβιτείας, according to his seal dated to the first half of 
the IX" century (Wassiliou-Kyriaki, Neu Siegel, no. 4). 

2. Πέτρος Μόσχος σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος kai ἄρχων Δρουγουβιτείας, according to his seal dated 
to the XI" century and preserved in the collection of DO 58.106.1752 (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 
1, no. 21.2). 

. Ἰσαάκιος β'πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς Δρουγουβιτείας (see below). 

. Θεόδοτος ἀσηκρῆτης kai κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας (see below). 

«Βασίλειος Τζιρίδων ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου Καὶ Δρουγουβιτείας (see below). 

«Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωάννης πρωτοσπαδάριος,κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ Δρουγουβιτείας 
(see below). 

7. Ἰωάννης Ἐλεσβαάμ ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος Καὶ κριτὴς Δρουγουβιτείας, according to his 
seal dated to the second half of the XI* century (see JIuxauea, Poeowamepu, ο. 27, tabl. VII.12; 
Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 43.8). 

8. Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου ..... καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς 
Δρουγουβιτείας (see below). 

9. Λέων N., πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας (see below). 

10. Μιχαὴλ. Σκληρός πρωτοπρόεδρος kai ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτεία (see below). 

11. Νικόλαος β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ κριτὴς Στρυμόνος Καὶ Δρουγουβιτείας (995-996, see 
Oikonomides, Dated, πο. 72). 

12. Χριστόφορος πριµικήριος Καὶ ....... Δρουγουβιτείας (see below). 

13. Θεόδουλος πρωτοσπαϑάριος-ὕπατος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 

(see below). 

Bibliography: Dujcev, I. Dragivista-Dragoviti.- REB, 22 [1964] 215-222; Oikonomides, Listes, 357-358, nos. 388- 

390; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, I, p. 84; Peri, I. Velika (Dragivista) e il primo vescovo della chiesa Bulgara, Boll. 

Grot., 1992, 159-187. 
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24.1 Βασίλειος Τζιρίδων ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος, κριτῆς τοῦ βήηλου Καὶ 
7 - th 
Δρουγουβιτείας (505-605 of the ΧΙ century) 

In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-37 mm; field 30 mm; thickness 7 mm. Well imprinted on a large 
and thick blank, of which no more than half is preserved. This hampers the deciphering of the inscription and 
especially its fourth line where some extra office of Basil Tzirithon might be inscribed. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. The Virgin standing and holding Christ (1. arm). 

Rev. Inscription of eight lines: 

.QER'Q97|...(ASAQ |... ACIOTIPII | ....ITATOKPI | ........... |... APS8I8R | .IACTO. | .PIOQN 
[+ Θ(εοτό)κ]ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) [τῷ σ]ῷ δούλῳ [Βασι]λείῳ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) [ἀνθυ]πάτῳ κρι[τῇ τοῦ 
βήλου ... [kei] Δρουγουβ[ιτ]είας τῷ [Τζηρίϑων 

Basil Tzirithon is known from narrative sources and his seals. They define his cursus honorum as: 


1. πρωτοσπαδάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ β᾿νοτάριος τοῦ 
εἰδικοῦ λογοδέτου (1045), see MM, 5, no. 1, p. 2. 

2. ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου Καὶ Δρουγουβιτείας (1050s). 

3. ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου Καὶ γηροτρόφος (1050s-1060s), see Konstantopou- 
los, Stamules, no. 812. 

4. πρωτοβεστάρχης κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου Καὶ τῶν Κιβυρρειωτῶν (10605-10708), see Nesbitt-Oikono- 
mides, DOS, 2, no. 59.7. 

5. πρωτοπρόεδρος. δικαιοφύλαξ kai ἐξισωτῆς τῆς Δύσεως (1080s), see Illauaponckas, 
Coparucruxa, No 721. 

6. ἐξισωτὴς τῆς Δύσεως (1082), see Lavra, I, no. 44.16-17. 

7. πρωτοπρόεδρος Καὶ ἔπαρχος (1080s), see Konstantopoulos, no. 483; Hlanaposckas, 
Οφραγμοτηκα, Ne 747; Laurent, Corpus, H, no. 1032. 

8. πρωτοπρόεδρος (October, 1089), see Lavra, I, no. 49.14. 
The text of the seal presented here reports a new and unknown period of the career of Basil 

Tziriton, as well as the name of a new judge of the Drougoubiteia theme. 


24.2 Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωάννης πρωτοσπαδάριος, κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ 
Αρουγουβιτείας (ΧΙ 3 century) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 30424. Formerly in a private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). Found in the 
Gradishteto locality near the town of Lyubimets, district of Haskovo. D. 26-26 mm; field 21-22 mm; thickness 2.8 mm. 
A good imprint and a well-preserved specimen which enables some corrections to be made in the previous publication. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: In the Dumbarton Oaks collection another specimen struck by the same die is preserved (DO 58.106.2195), 
see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 21.3. 

Obv. Bust of a bearded bishop with a nimbus and short hair blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. 
hand). Vertical inscription: ....... || O-OA-MA-T”. The available letters of the name of this saint 
give us reason to suggest that he is ὁ ἅγιος Γρηγόριος ὁ Θα(υ)µατ(ουργός). 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines preceded by an ornament: 
| ΓΡΗΓῸ | PAA'CITAO' | KPIT'CIIIT | ITITIOAPoM | STHCAPST" | RHTIAT. | CAVAOI() 
Γρηγορᾶ (πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ) Κριτ(ῇ) ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) ἱπποδρόμ(ου) kai τῆς Δρουγ(ου)βητίας 
τ[ῷ] Σαυλοιω(άννη) 

The incomplete imprint prevented the publishers of the seal from DO (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS, 1, no. 21.3) from interpreting its images and inscriptions. They considered the saint on the 
obverse to be St. Nicholas and the patronym is [Χρ(υσ)]υλοίῳ. but the homonym, i.e. the name of the 
owner of the seal, is not specified. The specimen presented here shows that the owner of the seal who 
sent his correspondence to unknown recipients in the stronghold near to the town of Lyubimets in the 
district of Haskovo and Constantinople was Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωάννης πρωτοσπαϑάριος, κριτὴς 
ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου καὶ Δρουγουβιτείας. The seal generally dates to the first half of the XI^ 
century. A person bearing such a name is not known from the narrative sources. We are not aware of 
other representatives of this family. 
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24.3 Θεόδοτος ἀσηκρῆτης Καὶ κριτής Δρουγουβιτείας (XI century) 


Museum of History. Radnevo. Found during archaeological excavations of the medieval settlement near the village of 
Polski Gradetz. D. 23-24 mm: field 22 mm; thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. The first letters of all lines are 
missing. This made the full reading of the inscription difficult. Besides the above proposed reading, there are 
two other possibilities and one of them was presented in the previous publication: KIPT.| ΔΡΒΓ.Ι -.. = 

-Κπρυμηκίρ(ίῳ) (ñs) δρουγ(α)[ρίῳ]. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Mapuua M3tox, Ne 18. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Inscription of five lines: 

.K€RO | .G€ITO) | .WAOVA’ |. €COAQ |- T - 
Rev. Inscription of four lines. preceded and folowed by an ornament: 


-o -| ACH | KPHTI | .KIPT | APST. | - ο - 
[+] Κ(ύρι)ε βο[ή]δει τῷ [σ]ῷ δούλ(ῳ) [Θ]εοδώτ(ῳ) ἀσηκρήτι [(kai)] κιρτ(ῇ) 
Δρουγ[ουβίιτείας)] 


24.4 N., ....... Καὶ κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας (XI^ century) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 30438. Formerly in a private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). Found in 
the Gradishteto locality near the town of Simeonovgrad. D. 26-29 mm. Incomplete and badly preserved imprint 
which prevents the full reading of the inscription. We cannot be sure what the name of the owner and his title is. 
It is close to the latter but is still different. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+KERO | ΗΘΕΙΤΩ | CODA... | -IIA.- 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


..IC ΡΗΤΗ |..8TOV | ΤΗΑ 
+K(bpie βοήϑει τῷ σῷ 8[00X0].............. (Καὶ) κ]ρητῇ [Δρ]ουγου[βι]τήα(ς) 


24.5 Ἰσαάκιος β'πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρουγουβιτείας (X"-XI" c.) 


a-c. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

d. In a private collection (Ilyan Zhekov from Shoumen). Find-spot: uncertain. This specimen was placed at our 
disposal before being sold. According to its owner, it was found in Silistra or somewhere in northeastern Bulgaria 
but perhaps it was taken from Preslav. D. 20.5-20.5 mm; field 19 mm: thickness 2.5 mm. An excellent imprint 
and a very well preserved specimen. 

e-f. In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. Probably they originate from Preslav or Silistra. D. 22-25 mm; field 
19 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. D. 20-21 mm; field 19 mm; thickness 3 mm. The two specimens are preserved to a 
different extent and the quality of their imprints is different. 

The six specimens are struck by the same die. 

Ed. a-c: Mopaanos, Πρεζπαθ, Ne 220-221, 2216; d-f: Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps, on either side fleuron. Along border of dots, circular inscription: 
+KEROHOEITWCWAOVA(D 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+HCA | KHOR’A’ | CITA©’S | CTPAT’ | APOI'8 | RHT' 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε Ponder τῷ σῷ δούλῳ 'Hoakno B'(xpoto)onod(apío) (koi) στρατ(ηγῷ) 
Δρο(υ)γουβητ(είας) 
For more about the person in question, the strategos of Drougoubiteia, see no. 46.9, where the 
final stage of his career is presented. 


Τί 











24.6 Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου ..... Καὶ 

ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας (X"-XI" centuries) 

Museum of History, Shoumen. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav, D. 12-24 (21) 1.5 mm. Half of a previously very good 
imprint which makes reading difficult. 

Ed. Hopaanos, /7peciae, Ne 477. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Part of decorative cross. In the field on the right: XC, Remains of a circular inscription: 


ON WMCWAOVA’ 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+K.... | IIAOS.... | PHPK..... | AKMA..... | NATP.... | APO... 


[Π-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήθει τ]ῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Κ[ων(σταντίνῳ) (xpoto)o]xa (apto) (koi) [ἐπὶ τ(οῦ) 

χρίυσο)τ]ρηγκ[λίνου ... (kai) ἀ]ναγρ[αφεὺ(ς)] Δρο[υγουβ(ιτείας)] 

Of course, the filling in and deciphering of the text of this seal remains questionable until the 
appearance of an imprint which is better preserved. 


24.7 Λέων N., ἀσηκρῆτης Καὶ κριτὴς ....Δρουγουβιτείας (X"-XI" centuries) 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 5986. D. 20-22 (26?) 3.5 mm. W. 7.23 g. Incomplete imprint. 

b. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 21539, D. 24-25 (267) 3 mm. W. 11.00 g. Incomplete imprint. 

The two specimens are struck with the same die. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

Ed. Hopaanon, /7peciae, No 222-223. 

Parallels: In the collection Orphanidi-Nikolaidi of the Numismatic Museum of Athens another specimen is preserved 
which is probably struck with the same die. It provides a correction to be done to the rcading of the specimens 
from Preslav but not the whole text of the seal. See Koltzida-Makre, no. 45. 


Obv. Bust of St. Michael holding a sceptre with a trefoil (r. hand) and a globe (1. hand). Sigla: M- 
I || .-A. Between two borders of dots :....... WA ACONTIACH..... 

Rev. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Inscription in two columns: 
© -.. || K-O- A". Between border of dots inscription continuing from the obverse: 
re APSTSRITIAC.... 
[+ K(ópi)e βοήϑει τῷ σ]ῷ δ(ούλω) Λέοντι ἀση[κρήτῃ Καὶ ....] Δρουγουβιτείας.... 





24.8 Μιχαὴλ Σκληρός πρωτοπρόεδρος Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 


(80s of the XI” century) 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Shoumen. no. 19752. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

b. Museum of History, Stara Zagora, no. 10. C3-8. Find-spot: Stara Zagora. D. 24-25 mm; field 20 mm; thick- 
ness 3 mm. Almost the whole surface is damaged. 

c. Museum of History, Shoumen. Found by treasure-hunters in the stronghold near the village of Kipilovo, district of 
Sliven, together with coins. D. 21-22 mm: field (?); thickness 3.5 mm. At present the specimen is badly pre- 
served with a missing fragment and an effaced surface. 

d. In a private collection (Yanko Todorov from Shoumen). Found in 1993 in the stronghold near the village of Zlati 
Voivoda, district of Sliven, D. 21-21 mm; field (Ον thickness 3 mm. An incompletely imprinted but well- 
preserved specimen. 

e. In a private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). Found by him in the stronghold near Simeonovgrad. D. 23-25 mm; 
field (7): thickness 4 mm. Good imprint. 

f. In a private collection (M. Lakov from Sofia). Find-spot: Akhtopol. D. 24-25 mm; field (?); thickness 3.6 mm. 
Complete imprint. but badly preserved. 

g-i. We documented four specimens from several private collections. They belong to the same bulloterion as the last 
one. Find-spot: uncertain. Probably some of them are stolen from Preslav and others come from the same places 
as the last one or from different places. All these specimens are preserved to a different extent and their diameter, 
field and thickness are similar to the last. 

j. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: Uncertain. D. 20-21(?) 4 mm. W. 8.00 g. Well-centered but 
incomplete imprint in a boulloterion different from the above specimens. 

Unpublished. 

No paralells known. 

The ten specimens are struck with the same die. 

Ed. a: Hopaanon, /7peciae, Ne 224; b: Ἱορπαποπ, bepoe, Ne 8; c-j. Unpublished. 
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Parallels: Three other specimens struck with the same die are preserved in DO 55.1.3313; DO 58.106.2360; Fogg 
A.M. 1503 (see their edition: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS. no. 21.1). 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin with a medallion of Christ on her breast. Sigla: MP || OV. Circular inscrip- 
tion along border of dots: + OKEROHO’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

a-i: - MIXAHA | A ΠΡΟΕΔΡΩ | KAIANATPA | G€VCAPSTS | RITIACTO) 


CKAHP' 
+O(eotd)ke βοήϑ(ει) Μιχαὴλ (πρω)τ(ο)προέδρῳ Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτίας τῷ 
Σκληρ(ῷ) 

JET “νο |..ΕΛΡΩ5 | .ATPA®EVC |.. 8FSRITIA |..CKA |. 


The career of Michael Skleros is presented with the publication of the seal from Preslav. 
Undoubtedly the discovery of ten specimens which belonged to Skleros in the lands of present-day 
Bulgaria in his capacity as ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας is curious. Naturally, one may ask about 
the reasons for the intensive correspondence of this noted dignitary. According to our information, 
this correspondence was sent to five or more addresses. 

Some suggestions are possible. It is almost impossible that this correspondence was only official 
because these lands were not in the jurisdiction of ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας. It could be as- 
sumed that Michael Skleros wrote to his colleagues residing in these places about mutual activities in 
connection with their official obligations, such as inventorying the lands, coordination or "sharing 
experience". It is also possible that the recipient or recipients were friends or relatives of Michael 
Skleros. 


24.9 Χριστοφόρος πριμικήριος kai ....... Δρουγουβιτείας (XI^ century) 


Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 12340. Found in Silistra on the bank of the Danube River by Al. Boev. D. 18-22 mm. 
Incompletely imprinted and badly preserved specimen; holed here and there. About a third is broken. Perhaps it 
was used as a button or something else. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
ρους Ρο | CTO® | .IKPI | 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


yen | APST8.. | TIACS.. |...... | 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οήγϑ(ει)τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Χρίι)]στοφ(όρῳ) πρ]ι(μι)Κιρί(φ)..... Δρουγου[βι]τίας 
(καὶ)... 


24.10. Θεόδουλος πρωτοσπαϑάριος-ὕπατος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς 
Δρουγουβιτείας (mid. of XI" century) 


a. Private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-23 (23) 3 mm. Half of a previously very 
good imprint. Cut not along the channel but slantwise. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

b. Private collection (V. Stankov from Batak), Find-spot: region of Plovdiv or Pazardgik. D. 25-27 mm. Good imprint, 
out of which a small portion is chipped or broken. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Both specimens are struck in the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Virgin orans standing to front a suppendion. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+OKER’O’| TIOCQAS8A'| OEOAOVAWA’| ΟΠΑΘΑΡΙΩΝ |..TOKPIT | .S8RHA'SAP | 
.SRITIA 
+O(eotd)Ke β(οή)θ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Θεοδούλῳ (πρωτο)σ]παϑ(αρίῳ) ὑ[πά]τῳ κριτῇ 
[τ]οῦ βήλ(ου) (Καὶ) Δρ(ου)[γ]ουβιτ(ε)ία(ς) 


78 





. 
P 
T 
T 














25. Δυρράχιον 


The sources noted this city as Δυρράχιον, Δουρράχιον. Δορράχιον or Δοράη and located it in 
the land of the present city of Durras (Albania) on the shore of the Adriatic. During the entire exist- 
ence of the empire it was an important administrative and strategic centre of this region of the Bal- 
kans. The city of Dyrrachion was a capital of the theme having the same name. The earliest informa- 
tion about its ruler (otpatnyog τοῦ Δυρραχίου) is provided in the Tactic of Uspensky dated to 842- 
843 (Oikonomides, Listes, U 49.17) but there is an assumption that the Dyrrachion theme was estab- 
lished before 826 and even before 815 (Ferluga, Byzantium, 215-224, 225-244). The mentioned Tac- 


tic also presents the ἄρχοντες τοῦ Δυρραχίου (Oikonomides, Listes, U 57.11) but on a quite lower 


level in the hierarchy. It is possible that this person was a civil officer similar to the archons of Cher- 
son at this time. 

The city achieved certain autonomous status in connection with the transfer of the Bulgarian capital 
to the West Balkan Peninsula. During the period 995/996-1005 it was captured by the Bulgarians but 
soon after that Byzantine power was restored. 

Until 1042 the theme was headed by strategos and later on by katepano and doux. The importance 
of the theme increased significantly in the late XI" century and during the XII" century due to the 
invasions of the Normans and the loss of the Italian provinces. 

The narrative sources have reported the names of many rulers of Dyrrachion but their enumeration 
here is not possible because of the scanty data from Bulgaria. 

Bibliography: Cka;ra6anonsuu, Busanmutckoc, 220-221; 3aarapenn, Hemopus, 1.3. 646-689: Ferluga, Byzantium. 
215-244: Oikonomides, Listes, p. 352: Gregoriou-Ioanidou, 50, 70-71, 77; Kühn, Armee, 236-238: Nesbitt-Oikono- 
mides, DOS, 1. p. 40. 


25.1 Νικήτας Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δυρραχίου (1018) 

Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 22913. D. 21-22 (over 22 7) 5 mm. W. 9.60 g. Incomplete imprint, the blank was 
smaller than the seal. The surface of the molybdobull is covered with thick oxide. 

Ed. Vopnanon, TIpecaa6, No 225. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. No sigla visible. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
E | ww. | -PPATH. | .VPAX'T. | HIDTON'T 
[Νικήταᾳ πατρικ(ίῳ) (kai) σ]τρατη[γ(ῷ) Δ]υραχ(ίου) τ[ῷ] Πιγον(ύτ(η) 


25.2 Μιχαὴλ Μαύριξ βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω Δυρραχίου (1065-1068) 


National Museum of History, Sofía. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 22-24 mm: field (?); thickness 3 mm. Incompletely imprinted 
_and badly preserved specimen. The first two lines of the inscription are out of the blank. 

Ed. Mopaanon, Οι πηρα. 1, Ne 12. 

Parallels: Three other specimens struck with the same boulloterion or die are preserved in the collections of the 
Numismatic Cabinet in Vienna (MK 173); Dumbarton Oaks (DO 58.106.4234) and Fogg A. M. no. 1908. 
About their publication see MK 173 (Mordtmann, Grece, no. 26; Schlumberger, Sig., p. 204, no. 1; Seibt, 
Bleisiegel, S. 169, n. 7); DO and Fogg A. M. (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS. 1, no. 12.5). 

Obv. Bust of St. George with a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). On either side vertical inscrip- 
tion: .-T-€-@ || P-I" 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

id |... | RECTA... | EHAN | AVPPAX'TO | MAVPIK’ 

[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) Μιχαὴλ] βεστά[ρχη (Καὶ) Κατ]επάν(ω) Avppay(iov) τῷ Μαύρικ(ι) 

The career of this dignitary is well known from sphragistic data, see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 58. 

Μιχαὴλ Μαύρηξ βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω Δυρραχίου sent his correspondence to the re- 
gion of the Lower Danube and especially to Dristra where the katepano of Paristrion resided and at 
that time (1064-1065) the great power of the empire was concentrated there to stop the invasion of the 

Guzes. Just at that time military units led by the magistroi Basil Apokapes and Nikephorus Botaniates 

were dispatched there. The correspondence concerning these military operations was probably ex- 

changed between their commanders. 
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25.3 Ανδρόνικος τουρμάρχης Ῥαχιλάου, Αραχιλαβης or Δυρραχίου (XI*^ century) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia. no. 76. Find-spot - uncertain. D. 25-29 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Seibt. Geographie Bulgariens, no. 2. 

Parallels: A second specimen imprinted with the same bulloterion is kept in the IFEB collection, no. 879. Although we 
use it to fill some missing letters of our inscription. its imprint is also incomplete (see Laurent, V. Sceaux 
byzantins inedits, EO. 32. 1933, 37-38. HI: Seibt, Geographie Bulgariens, no. 2). 


Obv. Inscription of four lines preceded by decoration: 
---[-KER'OTTOCOAS' | ΑΝΔΡΟ | NIK 
Rev. Inscription of four lines preceded by decoration: 


-4-| ΤΟΡΙΜΑΡ. |. PAX. | AA. 

+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ ᾿Ανδρονίκ(ῳ) τουρμάρ[χι] Ῥαχιλάου / 

ΓΑ]ραχ[ι]λα[β(ης)] or [ Δυ]ραχ[ίου τῷ] ah.. 

In spite of the two copies available, reading is difficult because of the unusual name of this 
tourma and the lack of the key first letter in the third line of the reverse, for this reason there are 
differing readings: 

According to V. Laurent, the name of this tourma is Ῥαχιλάου or [Τ]ραχιλάου. 

He accepts the first possibility and finds a similarity between the name of the tourma and Ῥάκηλος 
in Macedonia or Ῥακηλανῶν according to one inscription from Nicomedia. 

According to W. Seibt, the text there should be read [ Α]ραχ[ι]λα[β(ης)] which he connects with 
the name of Rjahovo and he suggests that it should be localized at the present village of Rjahovo, 
region of Rousse, ancient Apiaria. 

Of course, this is only a suggestion. Others are also possible. For instance, it may be tourmarchos 
of Dyrrachion and patronym. In this case too a categorical reply can be provided if a new and better 
imprinted and preserved copy is found. 


26. Δύσις 


The Byzantine Empire was traditionally divided into East and West. 
Until the mid-X" century, the supreme command of the army, in the absence of the emperor, was in 


the hands of the commander of the most important Constantinopolitan cavalry regiment (tagma), the ` 


domestikos of the schools. But under emperor Romanos II (959-963), the command of the schools, as 
well as the supreme command of the army, was divided: two domestikoi of the schools are attested - of 
the East (τῆς ᾿Ανατολῆς) and of the West (τῆς Δύσεως); they are at the head of two distinct tagmata. 
[n the absence of a domestikos, these general functions could also be entrusted to a stratopedarches 
(“of the East", as well as “of the West"). This situation is reflected in the Escurial Tactic. 

First deputy of δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως was τοποτηρητὴς τῶν δομέστικος τῶν 
σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως. 

During the first three quarters of the XI^ century, the commanders of the major expeditionary forces 
are called, if not domestikoi, dukes or katepanoi of the East or the West (see commentary to no. 27.1) 

The same distinction between East and West also occurs in other tagmata of the empire, the exkubi- 
toi (see here no. 7.3), hikanatoi (see no. 26.10) and others. 

The tagmata of the schools disappear from the sources before 1082 as a consequence of the disaster 
at Mantzikert. After that, the definition "of the schools" also disappears from the seals of the domes- 
tikoi who are now qualified simply as “of the East" and “of the West" (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS, 1, 1-2 and bibl. quoted). The epithet of μέγας appears as if to compensate, like other offices of 
that time. Their office of commanders of the army forces of the empire in the East, West or the whole 
empire is preserved during the XII" century as well. 

Bibliography: Bury. System, 49-57; Brehier. Institutions, 295-297; Guilland, Domestique, 1-13; Ahrweiler, Recher- 
ches, 24-36: Oikonomides, Listes, 329-330; Idem, Evolution, 142-143; Kuhn, Armee, 135-146; Nesbitt-Oikono- 
mides, DOS, 1, 1-2. 
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26.1 Πέτρος πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων 
σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (971-?). 


A. β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 

a-d: Find-spot; Preslav. Imprinted with an identical pair of dies. 

Ed. Mopzauon, 77pecaae, No 148-151. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. O is represented in the middle. Four short and four long radial rays come out of it. The short ones 
end with a sphere and on top of the long ones are written letters which, if joined, provide the 
beginning of the invocation: KVPIECR'O'. In the fields formed between the four long rays we 
read: T(0-CO) || A8-AQ). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


+ ΠΕΤΡΟ | .A'CTIAG'S | AOMECT’TO | NOEO®’CKO | A’TICAY | CE 
ἘΚύριε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Πέτρῳ [β](πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ) (kai) δομεστ(ίκῳ) τὸν 
θεοφ(υλάκτων) σκολ(ῶν) τις Δύσε(ως) 


Β. πατρίκιος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως. 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 18501. Discovered during excavations in the area of the strategeia in sq. 173/ 
135, 13^ May 1980. D. 26-26 (227) 3 mm. W. 11.11 g. Incomplete imprint. 

b. In a private collection (N. Georgiev from Shoumen). Found in Preslav but it is not certain whether the area of the 
strategeia was concerned. D. 23-25 (7) 3 mm. W. 10.34 g. Incomplete imprint as above. It was additionally holed 
in the middle and was probably used as a weight. 

c. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 20784. Discovered during excavations of the Palace, southern sector. sq. 161/ 
76. depth 0.40 m. D. 29-29 (25) 2.5 mm. It was a successful imprint in the past but now the molybdobull is 
attacked by corrosion and there is a missing piece at one end, 

d. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 24774. Discovered during excavations of the Palace, southern sector, 
sq. 161/214, depth 0.80 m. 20^ September 1985. D. 17-25 (?) 2.5 mm. It was a good imprint in the past but 
now almost half of it is missing. It was broken along the line of the channel. 

e. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 24798. Discovered during excavations of the Palace, southern sector, 
sq. 161/84, depth 0.80 m, 25" September 1985. D. 24-29 (227) 4 mm. Incomplete imprint. Whole fields of the 
dies have not been imprinted. 

f. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 26457. Discovered during excavations of the Palace, southern sector, 
sq. 161/235, depth 0.40 m, 7^ September 1987. D. 27-28 (23) 2.5 mm. An incomlete imprint as well. The 
molybdobull itself has a well preserved blank and surface. 

In a private collection (J. Byulbyulev from Haskovo). Legend has it that the seals of this collection come from 
Silistra but it is not impossible that they are connected with Preslav because they have been repurchased. D. 23- 
26 (22) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

h. As above. D. 23-25 (?) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint but well-preserved molybdobull. 

The eight copies are imprinted with the same pair of dies. 

Ed. a-c: Mopaganos, /7pecziae, Ne 152-154; d-h: Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


oe 


Oby. © is represented in the middle. Four short and four long radial rays come out of it. On top of the 
short ones are the letters ΠΕΤΟ which, if combined, provide the name Πέτίρ)ο. At the same 
distance from the centre a knot is engraved on the long rays. If invisibly connected, these knots 
form an internal circle together with the ends of the short rays. Starting from the upper centre 
(12 o’clock), the following letters are written on top of the long rays and above the letters of the 
internal circle: KERT (0COA'. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

*HATPIJK'SAOM€'T'|TOOCOQDVAA [|KT'CKOA'|TICAVC€ 
*K(opue B(on)8(e1) τῷ oo δ(ούλῳ) Πέτ(ρ)ο πατρικ(ίῳ Καὶ) δομε(σ)τ(ίκῳ) τὸ(ν) 
θεοφυλάκτ(ων) σκολ(ῶν) τις Δύσε(ως) 


C. πατρίκιος kai δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως. 


a-c. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 
d. Museum of History, Dobrich. Discovered in the medieval fortress near the village of Odurtsi. D. 26-27 (24) 3 mm. 


The imprint was not well centred and is incomplete but, compared to those above, it is much more successfull. 
e-g. Private collections. I checked them in various collections before they were resold. The information about their 
origin is uncertain but probably Preslav is involved. Their state of preservation is different and their size is 


closer to these above. 


76 


ο Οὗ,» 7; 








The seven copies have been imprinted with the same pair of dies. 
Ed. a-c: Mopaanos, ITpecaae, No 155-157; d-g: Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines preceded and followed by an ornament: 
-+-|+KERO |. ΘΕΙΤΩ |. AOVA | OTIETP'| - +: - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by an ornament: 


-e- | MATPH | KIMKAIA | OMECTIK® | TONCXO | A'AVC€!| g 
+K(ópı)e βο[ή]ϑει τῷ [σ]ῷ δούλῳ Πέτρῳ πατρηκ(ίῳ) kai δομεστίκῳ τῶν σχολ(ῶν) (τῆς) 
Δύσεί(ως) 


26.2 Ν., πατρίκιος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως. 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 19203. Find-spot: strategeia Preslav. D. 23-26 (25?) 3 mm. W. 10.65 g. Incom- 
plete imprint. The blank was smaller than the seal. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Ipecaae, Ne 158. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Between its upper arms there is part of the invocation: IC-X. || ..-.. 
Along border of dots part of circular inscription: +K€....©.... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines, of which the first one is outside the blank: 


*IIATPI | K'SAOM€'T'| ΤΟΘΕΟΦΝΛΑ | KT’CKOA’| TICAVCE’ 

......[| K°SAOME . |ΤΟΘΕΟΦ. . .| . TC. . A] T. VCEOC 

^ K(ópue [βοή]δ(ει) [τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] N., [πατρι]κ(ίῳ Καὶ) δομε(σ)[τ(ίκῳ)] τὸ(ν) 

θεοφ[υλάκ]τ(ων) σ[κο]λ(ῶν) ts) [Δ]ύσεος 

The quoted publication and a particular study of the seals of the domestikoi of schools from 
Preslav (Jordanov, Domestiques, I, 1-4) made the following conclusions and suggestions: 

These three (the fourth one is still incomplete) groups of seals belonged to a single person. 

It was suggested that he is identical with the eunuch and stratopedarchos Peter who was killed in 
977 and is known from the sources. 

The time when Peter was domesticos of the Western schools coincides with the campaign of 
John I Tzimiskes in northeastern Bulgaria, i.e. the spring of 971. The discovery in Preslav of at least 
19 letters of his testifies that it was necessary for him to coordinate his activities with some military 
and administrative functionary in Preslav. Who was he? The unearthing of most seals in the Palace 
suggest that he resided there after the takeover the Bulgarian capital. This functionary could be the 
emperor himself and his deputy for these lands. 


26.3 Στέφανος ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 
(17.08.986-?) 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 18997. Find-spot: strategeia Preslav. D. 22-24 (23?) 2.5 mm. W. 6.35 g. 
Incomplete imprint, part of the dies have remained outside the blank. The reverse of the surviving molybdobull 
is better preserved but the obverse has been destroyed by corrosion. 

b. Museum of History, Shoumen. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 11-24 (?) 3 mm. About half of the molybdobull has survived. 

Ed. Mopaanos, /Tpecaas, Ne 159-160. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Procopius holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription in two 
columns: (9-Π-.Ο || K-()-?1-O' Remains of a circular inscription: ...RO.... ABA? 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

a). ΤΕΦ..|. ΝΘΥ.Π. | TPIK.A. | MEC.TO. | CKOA’TI | AVC 

b) CT.... |AN..... LP. eee. IMEC....| CKO... ή 

[+K(bpre] βο[ήϑ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ] δούλ(ῳ) Στεφ[άν(ῳ)] ἀνθυ[π(άτῳ)] π[α]τρικ(ίῳ) [(Καὶ)] 

δ[ο]μεσ[τίκ(ῳ)] to[v[ σκολ(ῶν) tig Δύσί(εως) 

The publication quoted above made the suggestion that the owner of the seals presented could be 
identified with Stephanos Kontostephanos who until August 185, 986 was δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν 

τῆς Δύσεως (see Skylitzes, 331.33). 
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26.4 Λέων Μελισσηνός μάγιστρος. ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν 
σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (17^ August 986-?) 


A. ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος kai δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 

a. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 17211. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 13.5-22 (23 3) 3 mm. Half of an 
incomplete imprint. The blank was smaller than the dies. 

b. Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 13633. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 18-29 (25) 3 mm. About half of a imprint which 
was good in the past has survived. lt is not the other half of the former molybdobull. 

Ed. a: opaanon, /7peciae, Ne 161: b: Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Although both copies have survived in halves, they have been imprinted with an identical couple of dies. Their com- 
parison led to the following reconstructed text. 

Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+ KER. | HOIT()CO) | MAEONT.| AN.VII. |.. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
-TPI | .SAOME | CTIK'TONC | XOA'THCAVC | TOME..CIN. 
+K(upoe Blolno(e) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Λέοντ[ι] ἀν[θ]υπ[άτῳ xo]tpik(to)] (καὶ) 
δομεστίκ(ῳ)] τῶν σχολ(ῶν) τῆς Λύσίεως) το Με[λι]σιν[ῷ] 

Β. μάγιστρος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 

Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 17093. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 30-33 (25) 3 mm. W. 14.75 g. The 
imprint is not very successful. The last letters of the die are missing. The molybdobull is split and almost cut in 
half along the line of the channel, 

Ed. Vopaanos, /7pecaiae, Ne 162. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Inscription of four lines preceded and followed by ornaments: 
-+ -| +KVPIE | ROH O€ITO) | COAOVA. | CONT. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by ornaments: 
-- -| MATIC | .POSA(QM'|] .(QONCXOA' T 1..C] TOME LICH.) - - 
* Kopie βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλ[ῳ Λ]έοντ[ι] μαγίσ[τ]ρῳ (kai) δωμ(εστίκῳ) [τ]ῶν σχολ(ῶν) 
[τῆ]ς Δύσ(εως) τῷ Με[λ]ιση[ν]ῷ 








26.5 Λέων Περηνός μάγιστρος Καὶ δοὺξ πάσης Δύσεως (third quarter of the XI" century) 


Kept in Romania [MIRSR, 48/41]. Before that it was part of the Papahadji collection. Originates from Silistra. D. 35. 
25 mm. A badly preserved specimen covered with lead oxide. The lower end of the obverse ix strongly damaged 
or seems to have been retouched on the photograph. 

Ed. Barnea, Durostorum, no. 6; Barnea, I. and Seibt, N. Byzantinische Bleisiegel aus Rumiinien eine Nachlese zu 
Stücken mit Familiennamen.- JOB, 49, 1999, 92-93, no. 4. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Visible bust of the Virgin holding a medallion before her. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: Zacos, III, 1586 and 1706 
+KEROH | O€IACONT'| ΜΑΓΙΟΤΡΩ | KAIAOVK | HACHCA'C | TOOTIEPH|-N'- 
ἘΚΕΚΟΗ |ΘΕΙΛΕΟΝ ΙΜΑΓΙΟΤΡΩΙ . AIAOVK |. ACHC. o db otHe P: ue 
*K(oópue Ponder Λέοντ[τ(ι)] μαγίστρῳ [κ]αὶ δουκ(ὶ) [π]άσης [Δ(ύ)σίεως) τῷ Περ[ηνῷ] 
Probably due to the seals’ poor state of preservation, the first publisher suggested the reading: 

*K(ópue βοήδει Λέοντ[τ(ι)] μαγίστρῳ [Κ]αὶ 8ovx(i) ᾿Ασίας and dated it to the X^ century. Such 

a dukedom is not attested in the sources of that time. 

The filling in of the missing letters and the complete deciphering has been made thanks to the 
specimens in the G. Zacos collection, III. It is difficult to say whether they have been imprinted with 
the same bulloterion because there is additional retouching on the photograph from Bucharest. These 
specimens still enable a correction to be made in the reading of the seal from Silistra which can be 
connected with the person of Leon Perenos. 

He is unknown from the narrative sources. 
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The name of a representative of this family (Περηνός) is reported during the wars against the 
Normans in 1068. He was doux of Dyrrahium (see Anonyme de Bari, p. 152) and Italy (see Skylitzes, 
Cont., p. 169). 

A seal of Leon Perenos as τοποτηρητής Ὀψικίου has been found on the territory of Bulgaria 
and is generally dated to the XI" century (see no. 56.2). 

A molybdobull of Leon Perenos in his capacity as a private person from the late XI^ century is 
kept in the collection of the Numismatic Cabinet in Vienna (MK, no. 465). 

If we accept that an identical person is referred to, his career seems logical. In the mid. XI^ 
century Leon Perenos was a topotiritos of the tagma dislocated in the Opsikion theme. During the 
Norman invasions of 1068 he was doux of Dyrrachion and Italy and at a later stage (1070s-1080s), 
quite logically, he was entrusted with the command of the Byzantine forces stationed on the Balkans. 
Finally, he retired from active service into private life. 

The seals announce the names of: 

1. Αλέξιος Περηνός πατρίκιος (second half of the XI^ century; see Seyrig, no. 49) 

2. Κωνσταντῖνας Περηνός πρωτοσπαθάριος (XI century), according to an unpublished 
lead seal from the Hermitage collection (M-6360): 


Obv. Eight rays cross in the centre of the circle. Each one ends with a letter which together form the 
invocation. 


Rev. ...N.| TANTIN | R'A'CIIA | .AP'OIT| €P€NO | 
3. Νικήτας Περηνός πατρίκιος kai ἄρχων (second half of the XI century), according to an 
unpublished lead seal from the Zacos collection, III, no. 1590: 


Obv. St. Nicholas standing. 


Rev. *K€R'G' | TOCWAS | NIKHTIIPI | SAPXONTI | TOMEPIN|-@- 


[t is not possible to suggest a direct link between the persons noted. Obviously they are repre- 
sentatives of the same family who most probably lived during the second half of the XI" century. 


26.6 Αδριανός Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσέβαστος Καὶ μέγας δοµέστικος πάσης Δύσεως 
(1087-1105) 


L. National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 28682. Our information is that its place of origin is Kazanluk. D. 19-33 mm. 
About half of an imprint which was once good. 

Unpublished. 

2. Private collection (Valentin Dimitrov from Haskovo). Find-spot: on the land of the village of Tsareva Poliana, 
Haskovo Region. D. 34-35 mm. Well-centered and complete imprint but surface covered with lead oxides. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 639. no. 4; Konstantopoulos, nos. 337-338; Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 2709; Laurent, 
Corpus, IL, nos. 939-940: Barnea, RESEE, XXIII, 1, 1985, 29-32, no. 1; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 
no. 1.13 a-c; Lanz Auktion, 64, 07.06.1993, no. 1040. As far as one can compare the illustrations of these 
publications with our specimen, it belongs to a different bulloterion or another couple of dies. 

Obv. St. George standing frontally, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand on a round shield resting 
on the ground. Inscription in two columns:.....|| ΓΕ-(0Ρ-Γ]Ι-Ο-ς 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


+KER’.| TWCWAOV..| AAPIANQ...| Αοτω»ΝΙ...Ι..κώῦ)....[......]...... 

ἜΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)[ϑ(ει)} τῷ σῷ δού[λῳ] ᾿Αδριανῷ [(πρωτο)σεβ]αστῷ (kai) μ(ε)γ(άλῳ) 

[δομέστι]κῳ π[άσης Δύσεως τῷ Κομνηνῷ 

Adrianos Komnenos is the fourth child of John Komnenos and Anna Dalasina. He was born 
between 1060 and 1065. Married Zoe, a daughter of emperor Constantine X Dukas and Eudo- 
cia (1059-1067). 

Here is in short his career and the events, in which he took part (see Gautier, Blachernes, II.1; 
Barzos, Komnenoi, I, no. 16; Skoulatos, Personnagues, no. 3): 


1081: His name appears for the first time in connection with the new titles introduced by his brother 
emperor Alexius I. The title of περιφανέστος πρωτοσέβαστος was bestowed on Adrianos; 
1083-1084: he participated in the war against the Normans in Thessaly; 
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1087 (spring): he was appointed as μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Δύσεως probably after the death of 
Gregory Pakurianus and was involved in a number of decisive battles; 

1087 (spring): he contributed to the routing of Chelgou; 

1087 (Autumn): he participated in the expedition against the Pechenegs headed by the emperor. 
During the decisive battle at Dristra he was conimander of the Latin mercenaries; 

1091 (March-April): immediately before the battle at Levounion he was charged to protect the left 
bank of the Maritsa River next to the newly built bridge in his capacity of μέγας δομέστικος 
πάσης Δύσεως; 

1092-1093 (winter): he participated in the investigation and court action in Philippoupolis against 
John Komnenos, who was accused of conspiracy. The accusation proved to be false and the 
father of the accused sebastocrator Isaac Comnen threatened to pull off the beard of Adrianos 
because of this calumny; 

1094: he was entrusted the delicate mission of uncovering the plot, organized by his brother-in-law 
Nikephoros Diogenes; 

1094: he participated in the sessions of the Blachernae synod in his capacity of πρωτοσέβαστος kai 
μέγας δομέστικος: 

1105 (19" ApriD: he died probably after an illness having taken a new monastic name of John. 
There are seals which disclose not only his office of πρωτοσέβαστος Καὶ μέγας δομέστικος 

πάσης Δύσεως but also his capacity as a private person (see IHauuenko, Karagor, Ne 197) and an 

unpublished tessara from Zacos, III, no. 1772. 


Obv. Ornamented cross with fleurons. Between arms: IC || XC. 
Rev. . CROHO | ΤΩΟΩΔΥ | AWAAPIA | NWTOKO | MNHNO) 


His correspondence to an unknown addressee in the Kazanluk Region and the fortress near to the 
village of Tsareva Poliana was sent during the period of 1087-1105. 


26.7 Συνέσιος σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος Καὶ τοποτηρητὴς τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 
(third quarter of the XI^ century) 

Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 28623. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav, D. 27-29 (26) 2 mm. It was once a good 
imprint but it has been cut in half during the excavations and a piece is missing. 

Ed. Hopaanos, pecias, Ne 167a. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist blessing (r. hand) and holding a cross (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: ©-IQ)-o || ThA, Along border of dots a circular inscription: -KCROHO..... 

Rev. Inscription of six lines preceded and followed by decorations: 
| CVNEC | ΟΠΑΘΑΡῚ KANA'STO | ΠΟΤΗΡΗΤῚ TONCXOA' ..CAVC 
*K(opue βοήθ[ει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Συνεσ(ίῳ) σπαθαρ(ο)κανδ(ιδάτῳ) (καὶ) τοποτηρητῇ 
τὸν σχολ(ῶν) [τῆ]ς Δύσε(ως) 





26.8 Δραζιμιρ) πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος Καὶ ἄνθροπος or πρωτονοτάριος τοῦ 
κουροπαλάτου καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως (1057-1067) 

In a private collection (Pavlin Stoinov from Trojan). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-30 (3) 2-3 mm. The imprint is com- 
plete (with the exception of some peripheral letters) and it is well preserved. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. St. George standing, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand on a round shield resting on the 
ground. Vertical inscription in two columns: .-ΓΕ-()Ν-ΓΙ-Ο’ || O.AATI€-AI-T 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines followed by an ornament: 
? FKER'O'| APAZIMHP | A’CITA@’VITAT | SANO'T8KS. | IIAAAT'SAOM | CTHKOTHC 
| AVCEOC | 
*K(ópue β(οή)θ(ει) Δραζιμηρ (πρωτο)σπαθ(αρίῳ) ὑπάτ(ῳ) (καὶ) ἀνθρώπῳ) τοῦ 
κου[ρ(ο)]παλάτ(ου) (kai) δομεστήκο τῆς Δύσεος 
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I have not seen the original copy but the seal is rather unusual: 

First of all, I am not aware of such an epithet of St. George: Ο.ΛΑΠΕ-ΛΙ-Τ᾽. The letters are not 
sufficiently clear to provide any reading. 

The personal name of the owner of the seal is also unusual. The first letter in it is not well 
preserved but probably refers to Δραζιμηρ, i.e. a Slavonic or Bulgarian name which so far has not 
been attested in such an early period. 

The office of this Δραζιμηρ is not clear either. It consists of the following letters: SANO. In 
fact, the third letter is crucial. It could be O but © as well. If the first reading is accepted, Δραζιμηρ 
is (πρωτο)νοτ(άριος) of the kouropalates and domestikos of the western schools. I am not aware that 
the kouropalatoi had protonotaroi. Therefore I suggest that it refers to ἄνθροπος of the kouropalates 
who was at the same time domesticos of the western schools. Such a kouropalates and domestikos of 
the western school is known - John Komnenos, brother of emperor Isaac Komnenos (1057-1059). His 
seals are also known (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 1.18). It is quite acceptable that a do- 
mestikos of the western schools who was brother of the emperor should have his own ἄνθροπος. 
Interesting is the coincidence between the seal represented here and the one of John Komnenos. Both 
their reverses feature St. George. 


26.9 Βρυένιος Βατάτζης πατρίκιος-ὕπατος Καὶ στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως 
(mid. XI" century) 


Evidenced by an iron boulloterion kept in the Museum of Archaeology in Sofia. Discovered in 1926 in a field near the 
village of Yablanovo, municipality of Kotel, district of Sliven. 

The bulloterion has the form of two-arm pliers whose flat arms end with two biconical thick shapes and are connected 
with a hinge bolt. They are 315 mm long. The bulloterion weighs 2506 g. The operating jaws are arch-shaped 
and form two cyllindrical dies whose diameter at the lower end is 26 mm. One of them is reverse and since its top 
was struck with a hammer, this surface is flattened. It is 92 mm in height. The other one is obverse and took the 
strike which was softened by the lead blank put between the two dies. It is 68 high. 

D. of the die: 

Obv. Diameter of the whole field 26 mm and of the dotted circle 25 mm. Small parts have crumbled probably during 
work with seals. 

Rev. Diameter of the whole field 26 mm and of the dotted circle 23 mm. 

Ed. Mymwos, H. Oruer ua ΗΥΜΗΏΜΒΘΤΗΗΗΜΗ ΟΤΠΕΠ.- OBAH, 8, 1927, 1-8; Mouchmov, N. Un nouveau boullotirion 
byzantin.- Byzantion, 4, 1927 (1928), 189-190; Hopaanos. M. Owe ΒΟΠΗΈΧ 3a 6ynoTupuonua oT 
Apxeonoruueckus My3eň B Codus.- FHM, 8, 1992, 387-393. 


A description of the image and text: 
Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her.Sigla: MP || OV. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

OK€R'O'| RPVEN'TIIPI | VIITAT'SCTP'| TIAAT'THC | AVC'TORA | TATS 

Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)θ(ει) Βρυεν(ίῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) ὑπάτ(ῳ) (kai) στρ(α)τιλάτ(ῃ) τῆς 

Δύσ(εως) τῷ Βατάτζ(η) 

My publication just quoted introduced not only a better reading of the text and the dating of the 
seal but also suggested that Bryenius Batatzes together with his corps participated in the military 
expedition against the Pechenegs near Preslav in 1053 which ended disasterously for the Byzantine 
army. He is unknown from the narrative sources. 

The name of Bryenius Batatzes features on two or three groups of seals: 

a) ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος kai κατεπάνω, dated to the 1050s-1060s (see Jordanov, Mel- 
nitza, no. 11); 

b) βεστάρχης ἐπὶ τοῦ κοιτῶνος Καὶ κατεπάνω, dated to the 1060s according to unpublished 
seals from Zacos collection, HI, no. 1482. 

Obv. The Virgin standing, holding Christ in 1. arm. 
Rev. ...€NIQ | ..CTAPXH | .ITKOITON | SKATEIIAN | ..RATA | -TGH- 

C) as a private person, dated to the second half of the XI^ century (see Mopaanos, I7pecnae, Ne 
398; Jordanov, Melnitza, no. 12). 
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They add new evidence about the person of Bryenius Batatzes: 

Most probably after the catastrophe near Preslav in 1053, when Bryenios Batatzes lost his boullo- 
terion, he also lost the unit he used to command. It is likely that after that he was placed at the disposal 
of the command of the imperial army to be sent where they deemed necessary. During a later period he 
resigned from his military career, which is witnessed by his seals as a private person. 

Some remarks about the office of στρατηλάτης τῆς Λύσεως. Stratilates is a usual and often 
encountered rank. In the beginning it was used to translate the Greek-Latin term of magister militum, 
a title which spread during the VI" century and disappeared during the VIII"-1X'^ century (see Bury, 
System, 23-24: Oikonomides, Listes, p. 296). 

It acquired a new and exact meaning in 970 when John I Tzimiskes (969-976) bestowed this title 
on the former domesticos of the eastern schools - Bardas Skleros. From that time on the sources began 
to mention a tagma called στρατηλατῶν. 

The Escurial Tactic (975) presents στρατηλάτης as the 8" in the hierarchy (Oikonomides, Listes, 
5 263.27; p. 303). His first aid and deputy was τοποτηρητὴς τοῦ στρατηλάτου who is also attested 
there (Oikonomides, Listes, S. 273.22). 

The XI" century sources mention many stratilatoi who are often specified as of the East or West 
but it is not easy to understand whether a leader of a particular tagma is concerned (in the case of the 
seals the answer must be positive) or it is a general literary convention for a commander. A final 
differentiation was made in the sources of the tagma of the schools of the East and West during the 
reign of Romanos IV (1067-1071). See Bury, Svstem, 23-24; Ahrweiler, Recherches, p. 58; Guil- 
land, Recherches, 1, 385-392; Oikonomides, Listes, 332; Idem, Evolution, p. 143. 


26.10 Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος B' πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων 
καὶ Δύσεως (975-2) 

a-g. All seven copies with the possible exception of g have been struck with the same pair of dies. 

Ed. Mopaanos, /7pecaiae, No 168-174. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

*A€O | ΚΑ ΟΠΑΘῚ .AOME | CTIK’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

*TONH | KANAT'| .AVC€O | .CAPA | KIN 

* Aéo(v) f (πρωτο)σπαθίάριος) [(καὶ)| δομέστικ(ος) τὸν ἠκανάτ(ων) [(xoi)] Δύσεο(ς) 

ὁ Σαρακιν(όπουλος) 

In the light of the seal of ᾿Αδράλεστος πατρίκιος, δοµέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Καὶ τῆς 
᾿Ανατολῆς presented above, the offices of Leon Sarakinopoulos should be similar: δομέστικος τῶν 
ἱκανάτων καὶ Δύσεως. 

Some brief remarks about the hykanates: 

They were corps of the imperial guard created by Nikephoros I Genikos (802-811) in 809 as 
private guards of his son and co-emperor Staurakios. In the beginning only members of the most 
aristocratic families participated. During the campaign of Nikephoros I and Staurakios in Bulgaria, 
the corps of the hykanates were exterminated. Their name is included in later sources which enable 
one to conclude that they became ordinary cavalry corps of the tagma. 

Commander of the corps was δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων. He is present in all tactics, including 
the Escurial one, together with his first aid the topoteretes (see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 332). In the 
XI" century the significance of these corps and their commander diminished and his name disappears 
after the reign of Emperor Basil II (976-1025). See Bury, System, 63-64; Oikonomides, Listes, 332; 
Idem, Evolution, p. 143: Kühn, Armee, 116-119. 

Therefore, Leon Sarakinopoulos as P’ πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων was 
entrusted with the leadership over the army forces located in the West during a particular military oper- 
ation. When exactly and against whom? This should be considered in the context of his entire career: 

a) B' πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου: 

b) 8' πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου: 
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c) B, πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης Kai ΙἸωαννουπόλεως; 

d) B' πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων καὶ Δύσεως (975-7); 
e) πατρίκιος καὶ κόμης τοῦ σταύλου: 

Ὁ πατρίκιος. κόμης τοῦ σταύλου καὶ πρωτοστράτωρ. 


Thus arranged, his carrier looks more logical and ascending. 


26.11 Χριστοφόρος πριμικήριος Καὶ χαρτουλάριος τοῦ δρόμου τῆς Δύσεως 
(X"-X[" centuries) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 15032. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 20-21 (20) 2.3 mm. Unsatisfactory imprint, the 
blank has not been centred properly in the boulloterion. The molybdobull itself is badly preserved, especially its 
reverse. 

Ed. (Ίορπαποπ. Cunncrpa, H. Ne 17. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Inscription of five lines. Circle of pellets within two border of dots: 

.K€.. |]. (0C. AOV | A'X..CTO | 'A'MIK' | PIQ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. Circle of pellets within two border of dots: 
+KAI | XAPT8AA | PICOTSAPO | MBTHCAV | σεως 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε [β(οή)δ(ει) τ[ῷ σ[ῷ] δούλ(ῳ) Χ[ρι]στοφί(όρῳ) (πρι)μικ(η)ρίῳ Καὶ 
χαρτουλαρίῳ τοῦ δρόμου τῆς Δύσεως 


27. Ἑλλάδος 


It was first mentioned as a strategy in 695 and kept its significance until the XI" century inclusive. 
Owing to a tradition unknown to us, the corps of the western excubites was stationed in it. 


27.1 Μιχαὴλ Δρύμις πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς τῶν ἐλαδικῶν. 
ἐξκουβίτων (XI century) 


National Museum of Archaeology. Sofia, no. 93. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 19-21 mm. Incomplete imprint and badly 
preserved molybdobull. Its upper part is holed. 

Unpublished, 

No parallels known, 

Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription in two 
columns: ©-@€-O || ........ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

MIXAHA | .CIIAO'STO | ..T€P'T'TO. | CAAAIK' ΕΞ | KSRITONO | APVMIC 

Μιχαὴλ [(πρωτο)|σπαθί(άριος) (καὶ) το[πο]τερ(ητὴς) τὸ[ν] ἐλαδικ(ῶν) ἐξκουβίτων ὁ 

Δρύμις 

Brief commentary about the excubites and their command. 

Δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων is a commander of the second most important corps of the tagma. 
This name is mentioned for the first time in 765. In the Escurial Tactic (975) the excubites are divided. 
like the corps of the schools, not in two but in three parts: the first one under the command of 
δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων τῆς Ανατολῆς (Oikonomides, Listes, S. 265.16); the second under 
the δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων τῆς Δύσεως (Oikonomides, Lisres, S. 265.17); and the third, 
garrisoned in the capital, whose commander was only called δοµέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων (Oikono- 
mides, Listes, S 271.18). 

But it seems that this division was carried out some time before the Escurial Tactic because, 
according to Kekaumenos, Nikoulitza Delphinos was appointed by emperor Romanos II (959-963) to 
be domestikos of the excubites in Hellas (δομέστικον τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Ἑλλάδος: see JImraspuu, 
Kexaemen, 280-281). The seal of Michael Drymis, presented above informs about a similar case in 
the XI" century as well. 

Michael Drymis is unknown from the narrative sources. 
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The ΧΙ century knows the following representatives of this family: 

Ι.Ν. Δρύμις who lived in the mid-XI" century. The letters of Michael Pselos leave the impres- 
sion that he was an aristocrat and maybe a land owner (see Pselos, SM, II, p. 69.17). 

2. Λέων Δρύμις is evidenced only by his seals which form the following cursus honorum (see 
Vopaanos, Jleon /lpuw, 145-149): 

a) σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ στρατιγὸς (1030s), according to his unpublished lead seal kept 
in Vienna (MK, no. 383): 

b) πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατιγὸς (1040s), according to two lead seals of his from the same 
bulloterion kept at IFEB (no. 164) and Vienna (MK); 

c) πρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ στρατιγὸς (10408-10505), according to 
his unpublished lead seal from collection of L. Zarnitz, no. 153. 
Obv. ......ΘΕΙ͂Τ | CCOA8A | AEON | -T- 
Rev. A'CIIAOA | P’SENNT’X| SCTPAT | ΓΤΔΡῚΜ 
c) ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Δρίστρας (1050-?). according to his lead seal from Auc- 

tion Münz Zentrum. Köln, 100, 8-10 Sept. 1999, no. 105. 
d) βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω Βουλγαρίας (1050s- 10605), according to his lead seal from Vienna (MK, 

no. 194), see Mordtmann, Εὐρώπης, p. 145, no. 4: Laurent, Bulletin, I, 611-614. 





28. Εὐξείνος Πόντος 


A commerciaria with such a name was reported in the VIE" century in connection with Synop (see 
Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 2894). 

For the first time a strategeia thus named was noted in 963 by Leo the Deacon in his History (see 
Diaconus, Bonn. 44; 168 /Iakon, c. 27. np. 25). Later the name of this strategeia was mentioned 
in the Escurial Tactic (975). Oikonomides considered it to be a sea theme which had the task of 
defending the basin of the Black Sea against the Russians. The main post of this defense was the 
Bosporus in Thrace and therefore the above-mentioned author assumed that the strategos of EvEsivog 
Πόντος had resided there, too (see Oikonomides, Listes, S 267.10; p. 358). 


28.1 Τὰ βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια tod Εὐξείνου Πόντου (783-784) 

Institute and Museum of Archaeology. Sofia. no. 14. Find-spot: uncertain (Istanbul ?). D. 27-33 mm. 

Ed. Myuimos, Meuarn, No 7. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Two imperial busts: Constantine VI (L), beardless, wearing chlamys and crown with a cross, and 
his mother Eirene (r.), wearing a crown with a cross and four triangular projections. Between the 
figures, in the upper field. a cross. 

Rev. Three imperial busts above an exergual line: Constantine V (1.), Leo IIl (centre) and Leo IV (r.); 
all wearing chlamyses and crowns with crosses. Indiction sign visible in the field: Z (indiction 7). 
Below the exergual line, inscription of three lines: 

ΤΩΝΒΚΟΜΜΕ | .K’TSEVEH | NOVIIONTI .. 
[Ἰνδικτὼν] G Τῶν B'kouue([p]k(tov) τοῦ Εὐξήνου Πόντ[ου] 


28.2 Μιχαὴλ πρωτοσπαϑάριος-ὕπατος kai στρατηγὸς τοῦ Εὐξείνου Πόντου 
(mid. XI" century) 

Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 14. Find-spot: uncertain, probably Istanbul. D. 27-27 mm: field 24 mm: 
thickness ? mm. Good but illegible imprint. 


Ed. Myurwon, Flevatu, No 51. 
Parallels: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3. no. 72.5, 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (τ. hand) and holding a book (J. hand). linscription in two columns: 
O-A-T-.. |] N-I-KO-A-A’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+KER’O’ | ΜΙΧΑΗΛ | A’CIAOAP | VITATSCTP | TIT T 8€V | ΞΗΝΠΟΝ 
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ΥΕ; 


+K(vpve β(οή)ϑ(ει) Μιχαὴλ (πρωτο)σπαϑαρ(ίῳ) ὑπάτ(ῳ) (kai) στρ(α)τιγ(ῷ) τοῦ 

Εὐξήν(ου) Πόν(του) 

The publisher of the seal from the Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, has not deci- 
phered the last two lines. He thought that the family name of TQ) AVZHNWN = τῷ Δυζήνων is 
inscribed after the office of strategos. The dating of the seal to the XII^-XIII" century provided by the 
same author 1s also quite questionable. 

We have to proceed from the title and office included in the text in order to date the seal. The 
strategeia of Εὐξείνος Πόντος was earlier reported in 975 and the title πρωτοσπαϑάριος-ὕπατος 
became known after the 1030s-1040s. Therefore the seal is dated to the mid-XI" century. 

The information obtained by the seal which is presented here proves that this naval unit existed 
during the XI^ century, too, or it was restored in relation to the renewed danger from a Russian sea 
invasion. It is well known that in 1043 the Prince of Kiev Yaroslav dispatched 20 000 warriors against 
Constantinople with 400 ships (see Jluragpun, Γ. Boiiua Pycu ΠΡΟΤΗΒ BuasauTHH B 1043 r.- 
Hccaeóoeanus no ucmopuu caaesiuckux u óankanckux napoooe, M., 1971, 194-196). 


29. Εὐθυμίου 


29.1 Τῆς λαύρας τοῦ ἁγίου Εὐθυμίου τοῦ Μεγάλου 


Its ruins are situated at Khan-el-Ahmar, some three hours of walking distance from Jerusalem towards 
the Dead Sea. The Monastery was founded in 425 by St. Euthymius and the church was built in 428/429 by 
patriarch Juvenalus. After the demise of the saint it adopted his name. The frequent political changes and 
perturbations failed to end its existence until the late Middle Ages. During the Crusades between 1099 and 
1187 it was taken over by the Arabs and later fortified. There are two pieces of information about it from 
this period: the travel account of the Russian monk Daniel who found in 1106 that the cloister was “de- 
stroyed by the infidels” (see Khitrowo, Itineraires, p. 35) and the pilgrim John Phocas in 1177 who re- 
marked that life behind the high walls of the laura went on much as usual (see PG, 133, col. 949A). 
Bibliography: Vailhe, S. Saint Euthyme le Grand.- ROC, 13, 1908; Laurent, Corpus, V.3, 412-413. 

National Museum of History, Bucharest. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24-25 (21) ? mm. Good imprint and well-preserved 
molybdobul. 
Ed. Banescu, O Colectie. no. 7. 
Parallels: Two other specimens, printed with the same bulloterion. are kept in the collection of IFEB, no. 1183 (see Schlum- 
berger. Monuments byzantins, p. 568, no. 18; Laurent, Corpus, V.3, no. 1581) and Zacos (Seals, Il. no. 462). 
Obv. Bust of St. Euthymios with a long beard; wears a chymation and holds a cross in r. hand. Vertical 
inscription in two columns: 9-€ V-OV || M-I-OC. 
Rev. Metrical inscription of four lines: 
+| CDPATIC | TOVME€TPA | AOVEVOV | MIOV 
+ Σφραγὶς τοῦ Μεγάλου Εὐθυμίου 
N. Banescu suggested to date it to the XI"-XII^ century and connected the seal with the reien of 
the Komnenoi while Fr. V. Laurent categorically insisted on the XII" century. The Byzantine seals 
discovered in Silistra belong only to the XI" century, although some exceptions of the early XII" 
century are available, which makes the dating of Banescu. The seal itself does not invite dating to the 
late XII^ century when the correspondence should have been received in Dristra, if the dating of 
Fr. Laurent is accepted and if one takes into account the information, quoted above, about life 
in the monastery between 1106 and 1177. 


30. Εὐχάΐτα 


Today Avhat, a village some 55 km east of Amasia in Asia Minor. Veneration of St. Theodore 
centered there as early as the I‘ century. In the beginning it was a bishopric and later a archbishopric 
but became a metropolitanate in 880-886. It was elevated to this rank by patriarch Photius. His sup- 
porter Theodore Santabaren was sent there. 

According to John Skylitzes the town was renamed Theodoropolis during the military campaign of 
John Tzymiskes in Eastern Bulgaria in 971 in remembrance of the help which St. Theodore the Stra- 
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tilates rendered the Byzantines during the conquest of Dristra (όν Καὶ ἀντὶ Εὐχανεία Θεοδωρόπολιν 
κατωνόμασεν. see Skylitzes, 309.32-33). 

As a metropolitan centre Euchaita survived until the mid-XIV" century when it was taken over by 
the Turks. 

While analyzing this passage by Skylitzes one encounters a number of contradictory facts which do 
not help in solving the problem: 

a) it is evident that there are two different neighbouring towns Εὐχάΐτα and Εὐχανεία. The 
first one is a focus of the cult of St. Theodore the Tyronos which formed as early as the IV century, 
and the second one venerated St. Theodore the Strathilates whose cult sprang up around the [X^ 
century. The status of both in the church administration was equal (sce Oikonomides, N. Le dedou- 
blement de S. Theodore et les villes d'Euchaita et d'Euchaneia.- Analecta Bollandiana, 104, fasc. 3- 
4, 1986, 327-335); 

b) not a single metropolitan of Euchaneia or Euchaita, renamed Theodoroupolis, is known; 

ϱ) the seals of Sisinius the catepano of Theodoroupolis are connected with a town on the lower 
Danube (about them see here at no. 33.1); 

d) the cases, included below, which mention the names of Theophilus or Philotheus doubtless refer 
to Euchaita. 


30.1 Φιλόθεως σύγκελλος καὶ μητροπολίτης Εὐχαΐτων (70s of the X” century) 


Museum of History, Silistra, no, 9. Find-spot: Silistra, D. 17-18 (17) 1.5 mm. Once it was a good and complete imprint 
but later it was cut around the periphery and the ensuing form is more rhombus-like than circular. The images are 
not damaged, 

Ed. Mopranos, M. TTeuar na Φποτεῖ. cuke H ΜΗΤΡΟΠΟΠΗΤ Ha Epxaitra. pbKOBOZUHTO Ha ZLHILTOMA THUeCKH 
MücHH B boarapis.- l/punocu Kou oveapcekama apxeoad00u2. 1, C., 1992, 120-25. 

Parallels: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 4. 16.7. 


Obv. Bust of St. Theodore the Tyron holding a martyr's cross in front of his chest. Vertical inscription 
on either side: © || O-C-O-A' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines followed by a decoration: 
*OIA. | OC MHT.. | ΠΟΛΕΓῈΝ. | ATONSC. | ΚΕΑ. | 
ΣΦιλ[ό]θείως) μητ[ρο|πολείίτης) Εὐ[χ]αῖΐτον καὶ σ[ύ]κελ[ο(ς)] 





The collection of Fogg A. M. keeps a molybdobull of the same person but in his capacity as 
metropolitan of Euchaita (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 766). 

The name of this bishop is mentioned by the narrative sources on the following occasions: 

When Nikephoros Phocas rebelled in Caesareia in the summer of 963, his messenger to the 
capital was "the bishop of Euchaita Philotheus". But instead of being met as a envoy, he was chained 
and thrown into prison (168 /Inakon, 27-28). 

In the summer of 969 a delegation was sent to Bulgaria in order to strengthen "the understanding 
and friendship between Romans and Scythes”. The delegation was headed by the patrikios Nikepho- 
ros nicknamed Erotikos and the proedros of Euchaita Philotheus (Jleg /Imakon, c. 45). 

The name of the bishop of Euchaita is mentioned later in connection with the ending of the 
Russian-Byzantine war in 971. According to the author of the "/Josecmbo epeaennbix aem” (p. 53), 
the peace treaty was signed "during the reigns of Svetoslav, the great Russian Prince, and Svenald. it 
was written by Philotheus the synkelos". 

The name of the same bishop was mentioned by Skylitzes but it is connected with the following 
events: "The Emperor also conceded this at Svetoslav's request: that a delegation be sent to the 
Pechenegs inviting them too to become friends and allies; allies who would not cross the Danube to 
prey on the Bulgars but who would allow the Russians to pass through their lands unharmed on their 
way home. It was Theophilus, bishop of Euchaita (Θεόφιλος ὁ τῶν Εὐχαΐτων ἀρχιερεύς), who 
discharged this mission" (see Skylitzes, 309-310.45-50). 

Because of the fact that the text refers to envoys and negotiations about closely connected events, to 
prelates of an identical diocese whose names sound similar, almost all scholars agree that this bishop of 
Euchaita and the one from the earlier period are one and the same person - Philotheus (see Laurent, Corpus, 
V.L p. 587; Boxnjiog, Capaiunnortyjt, c. 108, 6. 53; Caxapos, ZIuno vamus Ceamociasa, c. 192). 
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The question the existence of this molybdobul raises is: when was the correspondence to which 
it was affixed received in Dristra? 

The analysis of the evidence quoted makes it clear that in 963 Philotheus was a bishop (?); in 
968-969 he was called proedros which usually means bishop or metropolitan while Skylitzes calls him 
simply a prelate. On his seal from the Fogg A. M. he is a metropolitan and in our case he is a synkelos. 
If it refers to one and the same person, the question may be put: why in the chronicles quoted is he 
called a bishop and why is he a metropolitan on the seals? 

For us it is more important that he is also a synkelos on our seal. This title was probably be- 
stowed on him by the new emperor John Tzymiskes. The correspondence of this prelate of Euchaita 
was probably received in Dristra in connection with the negotiations mentioned above or with his 
mission to the Pechenegs. His task was to tell Svetoslav the results of his visit to the Pechenegs. The 


seal is an additional proof of the identity of Philotheus with Theophilus from the sources quoted 
above. 


31. Edac 


31.1 Φιλάρετος Βραχάμιος πρωτοσέβαστος kai δομέστικος Ἐῴας (?-1084) 

Private collection (G. Gulubov, Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-27.5 (over 27) 3.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. The 
relief of the letters is erased. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Seyrig, no. 192; Cheynet, Zacos, l, nos. 124-126. The last three seals are imprinted with a different 
boulloterion. 


Obv. St. Theodore standing frontally, holding a spear (τ. hand), 1. hand resting on a shield placed on 
the ground. 
Rev. Metrical inscription of seven lines: 


is | IKON€()A. | ΑΘΛΗΟΚΕΠ | OICITPOTON.. | RACTONGI | AAPETON | RPAXAM 

[Δομέστ]ικον Ἐῴα[ς] ἀθλήτ(α) σκέποις πρωτον[σε]βαστῶν Φιλάρετον Βραχάμ(ην) 

The seal is dated to the late XI* century where a man so named did live. Information about him 
which is sometimes rather extensive found in the narrative sources and sphragistic monuments (see 
Kazan, Apmane, No 7.7; Cheynet, Brachamioi, no. 13). 

We are interested in the period when Philaretus Brachamios was a πρωτοσέβαστος kai 
δομέστικος Ἐῴας (between 1081 and 1084) and sent his correspondence to an unknown addressee 
in Bulgaria. It is impossible to tell which events were concerned and to whom it was sent. There is no 
direct evidence. It is possible that the eastern army was dispatched to the Balkans in order to repulse 
some danger for the empire, for instance the invasion of the Normans headed by Robert Guiscar. The 
correspondence of Philaretus Brachamios may also have been sent to a relative or friend of his who 
participated as an army officer in the military expeditions of the empire in the present-day Bulgarian 
lands. 





32. Θεοβουλεία 


A bishopric attested only by the seal presented below. Its localization and dependence are a matter 
of discussion. 


32.1 Νικόλαος ἐπίσκοπος Θεοβουλεία (second half of the IX" century) 


a. Kept in the Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Shoumen, no. 323. Discovered on May 12", 1974 during regular 
archaeological excavations of Great Basilica object in Pliska, northern sector, sq. 124, depth 0.60 m. D. 25-26 
(22?) 2 mm. The blank is thin. The imprint is well centred but still rather shallow and unclear. The reverse and 
obverse of the dies are identical, as is the case with coins. The surface of the molybdobull is poreous and slightly 
destroyed by corrosion. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Kopnyc, Ne 149. 

b. Private collection. According to my colleague V. Yotov another copy, probably imprinted with the same die, was 
offered for purchase to the Museum of History in Dobrich, but after disagreement about the price it was returned 
to its owner. I have unproven evidence that it was discovered in the region of Shoumen. 
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Ed. Μορπαμοπ. Kopryc, Ne 150. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Circular inscription along 
the border of dots: + AU'NIKOA'B'T'AO. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines. In the field above and below, tendril ornaments: 


NIKOJIAQ | €TIICKOTIO | OCOBOY | AEIAC 

+ “Ay(ie) Νικώλίαιε) β(οήθει) τῷ σῷ) δο(ύλφ) Νικόλαῳ ἐπισκόπῳ Θεοβουλείας 

The seal was originally published by me in 1992 together with the other seals from Pliska. The 
bishopric of Θεοβουλεία is unknown from other sources - diocese lists and sphragistic monuments, 
which made its localization problematic. 

Still, the following observations were made: 

|. Dating the seal according to its iconography, the paleography of some of the letters and 
most of all the closed B should not exceed the last quarter of the IX" century but an earlier origin 
is possible. 

2. The dating of the molybdobull is also supported by the stratum where it was found. The other 
seals of the same place are generally attributed to the period of 870-893. This should be the date of the 
molybdobull in question. 

3. The discovery of one of the molybdobulls in Pliska and the other in an unspecified settlement 
in northeastern Bulgaria connects them with the newly created Bulgarian church structure. 

4. New bishoprics and dynamic changes in them (connected with the name) are much more pos- 
sible in a recently converted country than in Byzantium. 

5. A Greek inscription, found in Silistra and dated to 870, tells the name of bishop Nicholas who 
was probably a Bulgarian prelate. 

These observations enabled me several years later to put forward the hypothesis based on the 
connection between the toponym Θεοβουλείας and the town of Devol known from various sources 
(Δεάβολος, Διάβολος, Diabolos, AvkRoan). 

This assumption relied on the close pronunciation of both toponyms Θεοβουλείος and 
Δεάβολεος, as well as the etymology of the name of Δεάβολος, Διάβολος, Diabolos, connected 
with the swift and torrential river called “devilish” and hence the name of the town - devilish. H is 
evident that after the conversion to Christianity and the appointment of a bishop, originally Greek, 
here, there was embarassment with the title of this prelate - bishop of a devilish town. This led to the 
employment of a metaphor and the substitution of Δεάβολεος with Θεοβουλείας meaning ^a city 
wanted by God’ (see Mopaanos, M. Fleuar na nppaus erickori na Jenson or ΙΧ Bex? - Tpvooae na 
kameópume no ucmopus u óoeocaoaue. LLY. 2, 1998, 56-60). 

The hypothesis of P. Georgiev took a different course. He agreed that the toponym Θεοβουλείας 
referred to a land wanted by God, a land - Θεοβουλείας (yn). This land or country wanted by God, 
according to this author, is the newly converted Bulgarian state. As regards the person of bishop 
Nicholas, P. Georgiev suggests that he is. in fact, the metropolitan of Cherakleia of Thrace who was 
headed the Bulgarian church which underwent reorganization after 870 (see l'eopruen, Π. [Topasisr 
Owirapckn apxuermickor.- Z7pecaaecka kiuioicoena wrona, 3, 1998, 129-139). 

It is necessary to point out that both hypotheses contain many conventions and vagueness. The 
easiest solution would be to accept that Θεοβουλείας is really an epithet of the noun bishop, in the 
sense of "bishop wanted by God'. Similar cases are known when the respective bishop or metropolitan 
is called ἀνάξιος. ἐλάχιστος, εὐτελῆς. Θεοφιλεστάτος etc. But in these cases the epithet precedes 
the noun. Yet another thing - the Byzantine seals of bishops or metropolitans dated after the ΥΠ 
century, known to me, always disclose the chair of the respective prelate. 








33. Θεοδωρούπολις 


This catepanate was established by John I Tzimiskes (969-976) after the end of the military 
campaign of July-August 971. It existed for a short period from 971 to the time of the Escurial Tactic, 
975. The seals below are the only sources about its existence. It is quite natural that its location is 
mainly discussed. In the preceding publication we considered this name to be a satellite of the Bulgar- 
ian capital, Preslavitza. Nevertheless, we have to remember that in the chronicle of Skylitzes this 
name is noted in connection with the capturing of Silistra. Therefore, the probable answer could be 
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found in the dilemma of Dristra-Mundraga. According to N. Oikonomides, this name was used for 
Dristra after his capture by John I Tzimiskes in July/August 971, but when the emperor returned to 
Constantinople, he changed his mind and took back his old name of Dristra -- Dorostolon (see Oikono- 
mides, Premiere occupation Bulgarie, 586-587). 

Bibliography: Vopaauon, M. Koit Oparapexn rpaa e 653 Hapeyen Τεοποροποπ)- Bexose, 1983. 1, 58-63: Di- 
aconu, P. Ou se trouve Theodoroupolis, nom consigne sur certains sceaux du Grand Preslav? - Bniopu ueoicóviiapooen 
konuepec no 6vieapucmuka. AoKaadu, 6. C., 1987, 437-448. 


33.1 Σισίνιος f πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ Κατεπάνω Θεοδωρουπόλεως (971-?) 
The four specimens are struck with the same die. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /7pecaae, Ne 228-231. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. A rosace made out of cross with equal arms that end in fleurons filling the quarters. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

+CICI | NIOR’A’C | ITAO’SKAT | ΕΠΑΘΕΟ | ASPOIT 

*Xiwivio βἴπρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίω) (Καὶ) Κατεπά(νω) Θεοδουροπ(όλεως) 


33. Θεσσαλονίκης 


This was the second important city of the empire. It was a strategic, administrative, military, 
economic and cultural centre during its entire existence. From the first quarter of the IX" century it 
was a capital of the theme having the same name. The administrative and military reforms implemented 
during the second half of the IX" century meant that Thessalonica was protected by the heavy cavalry 
of the tagma residing there, which was commanded by a catepanos or duke. The officers of the various 
civil departments (fiscal, legal, etc.) resided there. 

The sphragistic remains bearing the toponym Θεσσαλονίκης found in Bulgaria are too scanty and 
it is not necessary to provide a detailed introduction. 

Bibliography: Oikonomides, Listes, p. 352; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 50-51. 


33.1 Κατακαλὼν B'xpotoonzad&ptioc kai στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης (mid. X^ c.) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 95. Found during archaeological excavations in the medieval settle- 
ment near the village of Popina, district of Silistra. D. 23-24 mm. Badly preserved specimen. The obverse is 
almost entirely erased. Holed in two places and it was probably used as a fishing weight. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Two specimens struck with a different die are preserved in the archive of the main Athonian church of the 
Protaton. One of them is still originally attached to a document dated to August 2, 943 (see Protaton, no. 6) and 
the other one is affixed to a document from May, 942 (see Protaton, no. 4) but later on it was attached to another, 
rather later document, which was not related to the first one (Protaton, p. 189). See Dólger. Schatzkammern, 
nos. 120.1-120.2; Oikonomides, Dated, no. 65. 


Obv. Effaced. Scarcely visible outlines of griffin on 1. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


idus | .KATA | .AQR’A’. | .O'K€CTP | ..O€CA | ..NIKIC 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήϑ(ει)] Κατα[κα]λῶ(ν) B'(xpoo)o[no]9(apto) ke στρ(α)[τηγ(ῷ)] 
Ocoal[rA@]vikic 


In the Zacos collection (Zacos, Seals, IT, no. 931), a third specimen different from the latter two 
is preserved. We cannot be sure whether it was struck with the same die but nevertheless they are quite 
similar. The third specimen is likewise badly preserved. Zacos has dated the specimen published by 
him to the mid-X" century without commenting on its information. 

Oikonomides has identified the owner of the seal as the holder from this archive and dated the 
specimens to 942-943. According to his opinion, Κατακαλῶν πρωτοσπαϑάριος occupied the of- 
fice of στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλλονίκης until 945. Then he was murdered during one of the Magyar 
invasions. 
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There are not any reasons to reject this determination. However, it is more significant for us to 


define the purpose of the i erbe of this specimen in the medieval settlement near the village of 


Popina which is situated 20 km to the city of Silistra. 

What was the reason which induced Κοτακαλῶν p πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς 
Og σσαλλονίκης to send his correspondence to an anonymous recipient in this unknown medieval 
settlement of the Bulgarian state? 

The reuse of the specimen as a fishing weight testifies that it has probably not been found in situ 
and the correspondence affixed by it had not been received there, But it is certain that the correspond- 
ence of Kata koX ov B' πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Oc σσαλλονίκης was sent to the region 
of the lower Danube, most probably near Dristra. 

We do not know the concrete reasons behind this but concerning his deed he probably wrote to 
some representative of the Bulgarian authorities or of the Byzantine navy stationed somewhere there 
regarding the coordination of mutual actions against the invader. Perhaps they had in mind to stop the 
invaders along the river Danube. 

In any case, the seal of Κατακαλῶν β πρωτοσπαὺ Ἰάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλλον ίκης, 
found somewhere in the region of the medieval settlement near Popina or in the city of Dristra, is a 
source for this time and these dramatic events. 





34.2 Aavid N., β πρωτοσπαδάρ γος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης 
(X^-XI" centuries) 


Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 28079, Found in the southwestern corner of the inner city of Preslav during 
archaeological exavations in 1991, A fragment (about half of an originally good imprint). D. 17-27 (of the seal 
over 25) mm, 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. L1). In the quarters: .00-C() IL. AQ. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
AA..... | CHAO'SC.. i TH'O€C.. | T8... (eee 
+ K(opuie βοήϑει job Go AT. Aa(vi)8 [βπρωτο)]σπαϑ(αρίω) (kai) ) σ[τρ(α)]τηγ(ῷ) 
Θεσ[αλ(ονικης) tov ... 





According to the preserved part of the inscription, the owner of the seal was a strategos of Thes- 
salonica unknown to us and his name written in the first line is David. Damianos or Demetrios. The 
last two lines probably include his patronym which remains hidden. 








34.3 N., βπρωτοσπαδάριος kai στρατηγὸς Oe σσαλονίκης 


National Museum of History. Bucharest, Found in Silistra. A half. D. 12 mm. 
Ed. Barnea, Durostorum, no. 7. 
No parallels known. 
It is possible to attribute it to Thessalonica. [ts inscription is incomplete and the preserved part could be read in 
various Ways: 
Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a Gospel book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
|| K-0-^ 
Rev. ΠΠ of five lines: 
+K... ΤΑ. POHASS:pTEA.. ICA... 
var. à; -FKCR'O'|CTAVPAK'R'A' | CIIAOAP'SC | TPATT'OE | CAAONIK 
var. b: ΚΩΝ | |CTANTR'A'| CIIA@AP’SC | ΤΡΑΤΤ ΘΕ | CAAON 


34.4 Ἰωάννης σπαϑαροΚανδιδᾶτ ος. ἀσηκρῆτης Καὶ κριτῆς Βολεροῦ. Στρυμόνος 
Καὶ Θεσσαλονίκης (XI" century) 
In a private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-30 nun; field 24.5 mini thickness 4 mm. Good 


imprint but some of the letters are not visible, Excellently preserved specimen. 
Unpublished. 


90 


ο ο. ο 








Parallels: Two specimens struck with a different die are preserved in the collection of DO 47.2.168 and 58.06.3568 
(see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 18.24). 


Obv. Inscription of five lines followed by decoration: 
OK€R'O'| TWCWA8’| ΙΘΑΝΝ. | ΟΠΑΘΑΡ. | KANA. | - + - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by decoration: 
- - | ACHKPH | .KPITH | ..€CP'CTPY | MONSOE | CAAONIK' | - e- 
Θ(εοτό)κε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Ἰωάνν[ῃ] σπαϑαρ[ο]κανδ()[δάτῳ)] ἀσηκρή(τη)[(καὺ)] 
κριτῇ [Βολ]ερ(οῦ) Etpvudv(oc) (kai) Θεσσαλονίκ(ης) 
In the publication cited above the authors present some documents of the Athonite monasteries 
signed by persons having the same name and similar positions. The document from Ivirion, which 


dates to June 1024 and is signed by Ἰωάννης σπαϑαροΚανδιδατος, ἀσηκρῆτης kai Κριτῆς 
Βολεροῦ, Στρυμόνος kai Θεσσαλονίκης, is rather coincidental to our data (see Iviron, I, no. 27). 


34.5 Εὐϑύμιος γενηκὸς λογαδεσίου ἄρκλας...... (X"-XI^ centuries) 

Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17007. Found in the strategeia of Preslav. Imprint is doubled, especially on the 
obverse. Badly preserved specimen. This made the reading of the inscription difficult suggested the assigning of 
the seal to the group of seals not deciphered at the time of its initial publication. Surely, the reading proposed 
here is just a hypothesis prompted by Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 1.4; 71.2 with the names of officials 


who held the same position. 
Ed. ΚΊορπαποβ, /7pecu6, Ne 463. No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
+KERO | ΗΘΕΙΤΩ | CO)A8A. |. VOVM. | o 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ENHK | ..A0€C | .AAO. | .KH , 
+K(ópı)e βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλ[ω] Εὐϑυμ[ί]ο [γ]ενηκ(ῷ) [ἄρκ]λ(ας) Θεσ[σα]λλο[νί]κη[ς] 
r [γ]ενηκ(οῦ) [ἄρκ]λ(ας) [λο]γαϑεσ(ίου) [τ(ῆς) Θρά]κη[ς] 


34.6 Τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια Θεσσαλονίκης (801-802) 

Museum of Archaeology, Nessebur, πο. 1275. Found in the medieval stronghold near the village of Stit, district of 
Svilengrad (Skoutarion). D. 26-31 mm; field over 26 mm; thickness 4 mm. Struck off-centre. Some portions of 
the representation and the inscription are out of the blank. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of Empress Eirene wearing a crown with a cross and two triangular projections, divitision 
and chlamys, and holding scepter on the I. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

TONPB'| KOMEP. | G€CAA. | NIKIC 
Τῶν β(ασιλικῶν) κομερ[κ(ίων)] Θεσαλ[ο]νίκις 


34.7 Αγαλλιανὸς σπαθάριος Καὶ ἔπαρχος Θεσσαλονίκης (mid-X" century) 


In a private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Findspot: uncertain. D. 29-29 (28) 3.5-4.5 mm. W. 19.96 g. It was 
a good imprint in the past but it is now strongly effaced. Traces of letters and a monogram are visible. The 
reconstruction of the text is made after the copies already published. 


Unpublished. 
Parallels. Two other specimens struck with the same bulloterion are kept in the collections of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 


55.1.666), see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 1691; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 18.18 and Orghidan, see: Laurent, 
Orghidan, no. 238. 

Obv. Traces of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.3). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


+ATA | .AIANQ | ..SCIIA |....... DO. "M 
[Θεοτόκε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Αγα[λ]λιανῷ [σπα(θαρίῳ)] (καὶ) ἐπά[ρχῳ 
Θεσσαλονί(κης)] 
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35. Θράκης 


Thrace was the first European theme established as a base for counteraction against the Bulgarians 
in 679-680. It covered a large territory between the Aegean Sea, the Black Sea and the Haemus Moun- 
tain. During the following decades some other themes on the territory of Thrace were established to 
oppose the Bulgarian and Slav invasions: Macedonia, Hellas etc. All the time of its existence Thrace 
was a defending zone for the capital Constantinople. The main city was Arcadioupolis. A new com- 
merciaria of Thrace was also established as a part of the trading activity with the new neighbours 
which was concentrated in Messembria. 

The sphragistic data attested these themes for almost all the time of its existence as à neighbour of 
Bulgaria because it often included contestable lands between the two countries. 

During the X"-XI^ centuries when some Bulgarian territories were also included in Θράκης, it 
underwent many reorganisations which are reflected by the seals of the holders. 

The military-administrative reform of the second half of the X" century put Thrace within the limits 
of the Adrianoupolis dukedom. Owing to this reason, the seals belonged to civil rulers of the Thrace 
theme often connected with the judiciary and fiscal authorities which had dominated during the XI" 
century. 

Bibliography: Craéasanosyy, Bus. oocyoapenmo, 224-225: Pertusi, De Them., 156-160; Oikonomides, Listes, 349, 
355; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, p. 155. 


35.1 Ἰωάννης νοτάριος καὶ βικάριος ΘράΚης (VI^ century) 
Α. 


a. National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 30431. Formerly: in private collection (D. Dimitrov from Pernik). Found in 
the locality "Kalyata" near to the town of Shivachevo. district of Sliven. D. 23-25 mm. Good imprint and well- 
preserved specimen, 

b. In private collection (B. Sergov). Found in Akhtopol. D. 21-23 mm: field 20 mm: thickness ? mm. W. 9.20 g. Good 
imprint and well-preserved specimen. 

c. In private collection. Findspot: uncertain. D. 21-24 mm. Good imprint and well-preserved specimen. 

The three specimens are struck by the same boulloterion. 

Unpublished. Parallels: Zacos. Seals, L no. 2802 b, struck by the same boulloterion. 

Obv. Monogram with Greek letters (pl. 1. 7) consisting of the name Ἰωάννου and the office νοτάριου. 

Rev. Inscription of three lines in Latin: 

HICA | RIUTh. | aCIS 
+ Ἰωάννου νοτάριου [(kai)] vicariu Th[r]acis 


B. 
Historical Museum, Nova Zagora. Found in the locality "Kalyata" near the town of Shivachevo, district of Sliven in 
1997 by treasure-hunters, D. 20-22 (17) 5.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. The surface of the seal is corroded. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 2802 a, struck by the same boulloterion. 
Obv. Monogram, as last (pl. 1. 7). 
Rev. Inscription of three lines in Latin: 
ETU. | CARIH. | RA C. 
+ Ἰωάννου νοτάριου et v[i]cariu [Th]rac[is] 





The above specimens belonged to John, notarios and vicarios of Thrace, i.e. the Civil Official of 
the diocese Thrace. He acted under the civil activities in the diocese and headed the administration, 
fiscal, justice and police. He was also the responsible person for collecting taxes. Twice a year he 
worked out detailed report to the prefect of the pretoria about the situation within the province ruled 
by him. He settled in large residence building situated in the main city of the province (see Palanque, 
I. R. Essai sur la Prefectoire du Pretoire du Bas-Empire, Paris, 1933). 

The discovery of the seals in Akhtopol and mostly in the locality "Kalyata" near the town of 
Shivachevo, district of Sliven testify to the regular connection of the local administration with the 
vicarious of the diocese of Thrace. 
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35.2 Βαρδάνιος πατρίκιος, B’xpwtoonadapios Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 
(second half of the IX" century) 


Archaeological Institute and Museum, Sofia. Findspot: uncertain. D. 28-28 mm; field 25 mm; thickness 2 mm. Good 
imprint and well-preserved specimen. 

Ed. ΜΥΙΗΜΟΒ. Teuaru, No 27. 

Parallels: In the collection of Zacos another specimen with the same inscription and representation is preserved but it 

is struck by a different die (see Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 1750 A). 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.1). In the quarters: T(0-C(0]| A8-A() 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

.RAPA | .. ΠΑΤΕ” A°CITSCTP’| ..OPAK" 

-Θ(εοτό)κε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βαρδ[αν(ίῳ)] πατ(ρικίῳ) B' (πρωτο)σπ(αϑαρίῳ) (kai) 

στρ(α)[τ(η)γῷ Θρῴκ(ης) 

Before commenting on the person of owner of this seal, we could outline our uncertainty con- 
cerning the reading of the omonym. The first three letters of second line at the end of the omonym are 
vague or effaced, but they are 2 or 3 and more for the name RAPA[A]. Thus a possible reading is 
RAPA[AN(H)], RAPA[AA(H)] etc. We assumed the name Bardanes as the correct reading because 
there are known as seals other written sources reporting the name of person (or persons) occupying 
the same positions during the second half of the IX" century. 

The dating of the seal is to the second half of the IX" century according the underlined letter R. 

Usually the name Bardanes is related to Armenian names. Some officials and often military offic- 


ers with such a name are known from the second half of the IX" century (see Kaxaan, Apmane, Ne 37). 


35.3 Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος, β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης 
(IX"- X^ centuries) i 
Historical Museum, Shoumen, no. 14700. Findspot: Develt. D. 22.5-24.5 mm; field 22.3 mm; thickness 4.5 mm; 6.8 g. 


A well centered and uniform but incomplete imprint. Holed twice in its upper part. 
Unpublished. No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Circular inscription between two borders of dots: 


-K€ROH...... VAO 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
«ΦΑΝ. [.ΑΤΡΙΚ’ R’. | CHAGAP'SC | ΤΡΑΤΗΓΩ. | GNOPAKIC 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοή[θει τῷ σῷ δο]ύλῳ [I]o&v[g π]ατρικ(ίῳ) βΊ(πρωτο)] σπαθ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) 
στρατηγῷ [τ]ῶν Θράκις or τῶν Θρᾳκησίων 


35.4 Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος, β᾿πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης 
(IX" century) 

Historical Museum, Shoumen, no. 14695. Findspot: Develt. D. 26-28 mm; field 23 mm; thickness 4.5 mm. W. 9.7 g. 
The imprint is incomplete because it is struck on the lower part of the blank. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Portion of cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.1). 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
ITI... | "ACITAOG'. | .TPAT’THC | .PAKHC 
«Κ(ύρι)ε Bonde τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Ἰω(άννῃ) π[ατρ(ικίῳ) βἸ(πρωτο)σπαθίαρίφ) [(Kai) 
σ]τρατ(ηγῷ) τῆς [Θ]ράκης 


35.5 Λέων β᾿πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς Opakne (205-405 of the IX® century) 


Archaeological base, Debelt, no. 191. Found during archaeological excavations of the commerciaria in sector A-II, sq. 91. 
D. 26-29 mm; field 27 mm; thickness 4 mm. Good imprint but blank was too small for die and some portions are 
out of it. Well-preserved specimen 

Ed. Mopaanos, escam, Ne 55. No parallels known. 
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Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.1). In the quarters: TQ)-C(@|!A8-A 0) 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+AEQ. | THR'A'CIIA. | SCTPATHFE. | THCOPA. 
+ O(cotd)ke βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Λέω[ν]τῃ β (πρωτο)σπα[ῦ(αρίφ)] (kai) στρατηγ[ῶ] 
τῆς Opatk(ng)] 


35.6 Σισίνιος πατρίκιος. β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης 
(IX" century) 


Historical Museum, Shoumen, no. 14696. Findspot: Develt. D. 27-28 mm: field 26 mm; thickness 3 mm. W. 13.8 e. 


The imprint is incomplete. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
Obv, Portion of cruciform invocative monogram £pl. 1.1). 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
CICIN | HOITATP'| ,"ACITAO' |.CTPAT' | TOPAK 
+ O(eotd)ke βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Σισινήῳ πατρ(ικίῳ) [B I(xpoto)ozaO(opto) [(καὶ)| 
στρατ(ηγῷ) τ(ῆς) Θράκίης) 


35.7 Γρηγορᾶς 3 β)σπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης (first half of the IX" century) 


Historical Museum, Yambol, no. IH 5464. Found in the stronghold near the village of Melnitza, district of Yambol. 


D. 23-23.5 mm: field over 23 mm: thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint and badly preserved specimen. The 
reading of the title is uncertain. 
Unpublished. No parallels known. 
Obv. Scarcely visible contours of cruciform invocative monogram. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
wee | PARC | TIAO'SCTP | .ITOPA | KHC 
[-Γρηγο]ρᾶ B'ozo(opio) (koi) στρ[οτ]ιγ(ῷ) Θρόκης 


35.8 N., νῷ Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θρόκης (the 20s-40s of the IX" century) 


Archaeological Base, Debelt. no. 217. Found during archaeological excavations of the commerciaria in sector A-F sq. 77. 
D. 13,5-26 mm; field over 26 mm: thickness 3 mm. Fragment smaller than a half of the originally incomplete 
imprint. This makes the reading problematic. 

Ed. Mop/tanosB, eseun, No 61. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. The only preserved part of cruciform invocative monogram is I. arm. Visible of inscription in the 
quarters is: TW -.. || A8 - .. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

20. | IT | T. |] AKH 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ [σῷ] δού[λῳ Λέ]ω[ν] ....... [στρα]τ(η)|γῷ Θρ]ῴκη(ς) 


35.9 Ἰσαάκιος β᾿προτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς Θράκης (X"-XI" centuries) 

a-c. The three specimens are struck by the same die. Findspot: strategeia of Preslav. 

Ed. Mopaanos, pecias, No 234-235. 

No parallels known. 

Oby. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription along border 
of dots: -KKEROIOCIT(O0COAOVA() 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
eee | HCAKIC | R'A'CIIAO' | SCTPATI | ΓΩΟΘΡΑΙ KIC 
Ἠσάκις B'(xpoco)ona(Gpioc) (Καὶ) στρατιγὼς ΘράΚις 
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35.10 Βασίλειος ᾽Αργυρός πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 
(the 205-405 of the XI" century) 


a-b. Findspot: strategeia of Preslav. 
c. Historical Museum, Shoumen. Findspot: Silistra. D. 14-26 mm; field 25 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. Incomplete im- 


print. A half of the specimen is missing. 
The three specimens are struck by the same die. 
Ed. a-b: Mopaganos, /7pecaae, Ne 232-233; ο: Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons rising from base. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

- 4 - |- RACIA | ΠΑΤΡΙΚ. | CTPATHT | OPAKHCO) | APTVPO 

Βασίλειος) πατρίκ(ιος) [(kai)] στρατηγ(ὸς) Θράκης ὦ ᾿Αργυρό(ς) 

The information obtained from different narrative sources and attendant analysis could be sup- 
plemented by the opinion of Al. Kazhdan. He has expressed some doubt about identification of Basil 
Argyrus, strategos of Samos dispatched to Italy in 1011 as Basil Messardonites, katepano of Italy after 
1010. The author also has assumed that there were more than one person bearing the name Basil 
Argyrus and every case must be considered separately (Kazhdan, Some notes, 69-70, no. 4). 

Naturally, these scrupulous attempts for identification one or another persons are in order, all the 
more so when seals are concerned. But the inscription of the seal is indisputable and it points the name 
of Βασίλειος πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Θράκης ὁ ᾽Αργυρός. This information is unknown from 
other sources. This specimen dates generally to the 20s-40s of the XI" century. 


35.11 Χασάνης ἀνδύπατος, πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 
(the mid XI" century) 


Archaeological Institute and Museum, Sofia, no. 124. Found by Russian archeological expedition in 1899-1900. D. 

25-27 mm; field over 25 mm; thickness 3 mm. Good imprint but visibly the blank was too small for the die. 
Ed. Hanuenko, HPAMHK, X, 294-295, Ta6n. LVIII.2 a-6; Hopaanos, /7aucxa, Ne 32. 

No parallels known. 
Obv. St. George standing, holding a spear (r. hand), |. hand set on shield resting on the ground. 

Vertical inscription: .-€-@-P || P-I-O 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

-KC€R'O'| XACANH | TIPIIANOVIT’ | TWSCTPA | ΤΙΓΘΡΑ |-KHC- 

+K(dpve β(οή)ϑ(ει) Χασάνῃ π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) ἀνϑυπ(ά)τῳ (Καὶ) στρατιγ(ῷ) ΘρῴΚης 

The original publication dated the seal to the time of Basil II (976-1025) or a short time later. In 
our publication the proposed dating is to the 505-605 of the XI" century. 

The name Chassan or Hassan is from Arabian-Turkish origin. In current case it is a personal 
name but not patronym. Various collections in the world preserve seals of the Byzantine dignitaries 
bearing the same name: 

1. In the collection of Zacos a specimen is preserved of Χασσάν βπρωτοσπαδάριος kai ἐπὶ τοῦ 
μανγλαβίου, which is dated by its publisher to IX'"-X'^ centuries (see Zacos, Seals, II, nos. 107 a-b). 

2. G. Schlumberger has published a seal of his collection found in Trebizond, which belonged to 
Χασάνις στράτωρ τοῦ λογοϑέσιου. The author dated the seal to IX"-X" centuries (see Schlum- 
berger, MA, 260-261, no. 114). The same seal was republished by V. Laurent, who has determined 
that Hassan was a strator epi tou logothetes of the Genikon and dated the seal to the X" century (see 
Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 407). It is difficult to discuss this opinion because illustrations of the seal are 
absent except the facsimile from the original publication. The dating generally to the IX"-X" centu- 
ries is acceptable. 

3. In the collection of the Athens Numismatic Museum a specimen is preserved belonging to 
Χασάνης πρωτοσπαϑάριος (see Konstantopoulos, no. 518p), which could be generally dated to 
XI" century. 

Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and shield (1. hand). 
Rev. «*KCR'O'|TOCQOMA'|XACANQ)|A'CHAOG'P'. 
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4. [n the collections of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 58.106.1106) and Zacos, III, no. 1298, two unpub- 
lished specimens are preserved of Χασάνης ὕπατος. which could be generally dated to XI" century. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ in l. arm. 
Rev. *K€R'O'|TO COMA'XACAN τωινπατω 


5. Among the seals of unpublished collection Shaw no. 967 (1149) there is one belonging to 
Χασάνης στρατηγὸς with following inscription: 
Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion. 
Rev. ..... [N€......]PONT..|XACAN..|CK€TIIOIC 

Its metrical text and the office strategos refer the dating of the seal not later than the third quarter 
of the XI" century (because later on this position developed in katepano and doux. See Cheynet, Du 
stratege au duc, 181-183). 

6. An unpublished specimen is preserved in the collection of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 58.106.4455) 


of one ᾿Αβιδέλας ἄνδρωπος τοῦ προέδρου Χασάνη, which could be dated to the third quarter of 
the XI" century. 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and shield (1. hand). 
Rev. *KER'O'JKAR'ACAA|TOANODIPIT8XA..|NH 


It is obscure whether this one was the owner of the seal from Pliska or he was some other Hassan. 


6. Some of the letters of the Michael Pselos are addressed to the judge of Macedonia, vestarches 
Hassan (see Pselos, MB, V, 38, 39, 172). The letters are not definitely dated but their contents suggest 
that this one Hassan was a disciple of Pselos and occupied the position of judge of Macedonia during 
the 70s of the XI" century (see JIo6apekuii, Muxaua Tcen, 102-103, 109, 111). Another question 
arises: if the title in the address τῷ βεστάρχῃ kai Κριτῇ Μακεδονίας τῷ Χασάνη (see Pselos, MB, 
V, 444-172) and also πρὸς τὴν βεστάρχην Καὶ Κριτὴν Μακεδονίας τὸν Χασάνην (see Pselos, 
MB, V, 272-40) is the omonym or patronym of the judge. We can assume that it concerns a personal 
name and hence this Hassan was actually an ancestor of the patronym, which legalized his heirs, for 
instance David Hassanopoulos, etc. 

However, it is possible that the title of the letters of Pselos pointed only to the patronym of the 
recipient, who could be the owner of the seal from Pliska too. Therefore we have to present the 
dignitaries bearing the patronym Χασάνης during ΧΙ" century: 

1. Βασίλειος ὁ τοῦ Φιλοσόφως ὁ Χασάνης, μάγιστρος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου καὶ πρωτονοτάριος 
known by two unpublished specimens from the collection of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 58.106.4091 and 
DO 55.6.38 2407), which are dated to the third quarter of the XI" century. 

a) Obv. St. Basil standing frontally half-length facing to 1. toward Manus dei in I. upper field. 

Rev. -+-|..CIA€..;MATICTPO|KPIT’T8RHA8/A’NOTAPIWTO|TS ΦΙΛΟς |®WTWX 
|ACANH 

b) Obv. St. Basil, as last. 

Rev. RAC....]|MATICTPOKP|THTOVRIAOV|TOXACANII|TONTSIAOCOd() 

It is unclear what the connection was between this Basil and our Hassan, but surely he was in 

connection with the recipient of Michael Pselos. 


2.Θεόδωρος Χασάνης - without title and position. He is presented by his seal from the collec- 
tion of the Athens Numismatic Museum (see Konstantopoulos, no. 699), which is dated to the third 
quarter of the XI" century. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin orans with medallion. 

Rev. OKER'O'||OCOAQP'|TONXA|ACNHN 


3. Νικήτας 6 τοῦ Χασάνης πρωτοσπαδάριος, who is represented by his unpublished seal 
from the collection of Dumbarton Oaks dated to the second half of the XI" century (DO 58. 106.2327). 

Obv. St. Niketas standing holding spear (τ. hand), 1. hand resting on shield set on the ground. 

Rev. +KER’O'|TMCWAS INIKHTAA'|CITAOAP'()|TOT8SXA|CAN 

4. In the Corpus of V. Laurent presenting the seal of Hassan, strator epi tou logothetes of the 
Genikon, the names Bardas and Leo Hassan are reported according to the data of their seals from the 
collection of Dumbarton Oaks. The two last mentioned, though, are related to the family Kazan. 
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What were the relations between these persons known by various data? 

The first two persons (seals no. | and no. 2) have to be ignored. They are from the period IX"- xX" 
centuries. The owner of the third seal could be related to the seal from Pliska. Besides chronological 
continuity of the title, the iconography subject of these two seals is equal as well as the name. It 
reflects an earlier period in the career of Hassan. The same holds for no. 3. It is uncertain also if the 
seal no. 5 with metrical text belonged to the same dignitary. This seal is chronologically later than one 
from Pliska and the saint is different. The seal no. 6 also could be related to the owner of the seal from 
Pliska, of the Abidela anthropos epi tou proedros Hassan, not only because he was anthropos of 
Hassan but also because the iconography subject of his seal is the same as this one of Hassan. This 
seal indirectly reflects a later stage of the career of Hassan, when he was proedros. 

We could not define the recipient of the correspondence of Michael Pselos. The adduced data 
show that this Hassan was well-known to society. His nephew holding quite high dignity and having 
two seals did not miss to legalize himself by this relative of his, who also held the title or appellation 
philosopher. 

Undoubtedly the seal of Pliska caused too much discussion. For instance, why did Hassan intro- 
duce himself only with personal name? After occupying an office in the Empire, he was converted and 


a Christian name was given to him. 


35.11a Κατακαλὼν σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος kai τουρμάρχης Θράκης (XI" century) 


Archaeological Museum, Preslav, no. 22194. D. 23-25 (20) 2.5 mm. W. 7.40 g. Incomplete imprint. 

Ed. Wopaanos, pecias, Ne 227. No parallels known. 

Obv. Cruciform monogram (pl. I.15) consisting invocation: OKER). In each quarter, small sphere. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


KATAK | .[IIAO'KAN | .STPOM. | ΗΘΡΑ. | HC 

+ Θ(εοτό)Κε βω(ήϑει) Κατακ(αλὼν) [σ]παϑ(αρ)οκαν[δ(ιδάτῳ)] (kai) τροµ(ά)[ρχ]η 

Θρά[κ]ης 

In both publications, original and present, the reading is problematic. The current proposal seems 
to be more acceptable for the time being, not only because of the sudden idea in the reading but also 
due to the new information. À seal has testified to the existing of a turmarches of Thrace even though 
concerning an earlier period (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 71.39). In the strategeia of Preslav 
a seal has been found belonging perhaps to the same Katakalon, spatarocandidatos and turmarches of 
Arkadioupolis, the main city of the thema Thrace. Probably these positions were held by one and the 
same official and they prompt the number of the turmas of the thema Thrace. The fact that Arkadioup- 
olis was the main city of the thema Thrace shows the possible connection with the founding of the 
large number of specimens coming from this city to Preslav and some allude to the thema and others - to 
its main city. It should be recalled that Preslav belonged to the thema Thrace during several periods. 


35.12 Σισίνιος χαρτουλάριος τῆς Θράκης (VIII"-IX" centuries) 


Plaster cast from the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov. Uncertain place of storage of the original. A notice on the 
reverse reports that the original was in possession of D-r Zlatanov. D. 26 mm; field over 26 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. The peripheral letters of the monogram are not imprinted or they are effaced later on. In the reading of 
the text a certain problem is the omonym and the indiction. Only contours are preserved from its marks. They 
could be A, A or A. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). In the quarters: T(0-CO) || A8-AQ) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+.IC | . NNHOX | .PTOVAA | TONOPA | KIC : A : 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ [Σ]ισ[ι]ννήω χ[α]ρτουλα(ρίῳ) τῶν Opakic 

(Ἰνδικτιὼν) A’ 

This concerns χαρτουλάριος τῶν ϑεμάτων, a military office for maintaining the registers and entering 
the names of the soldiers from the correspondent thema. This official also inspected their commissariat and 

property. He was directly subordinated to the logothetes of the Stratiotikon (Oikonomides, Listes, 341, 364). 
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35.13 Βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια τῆς Θράκης (808-809 and 810-811) 


a, Archaeological Base. Debel. Found during archaeological excavations in ihe ancient city on the so-called “Ancient 
theatre" in 1989, D, 26-26 mm; field ? mm: thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Portions of the representation 
and inscription are out of the blank. 

b. In private collection (a plaster cast was given to us by D. Draganoy from Historical Museum in Yambol). It helps 
define the circumstances concerning the finding of the seal. Phe surface is oxidized. 

c. In private collection (St, Bilik from Sofia). Findspot: uncertain. D. 23-25 mm: field over 25 mm: thickness 3-4 mm. 
W. 14.758 ο, The imprint is incomplete because it is struck on the lower part of the blank. 

The three specimens are struck by different boulloteria. 

Ed. a: ban6oc108a-Hpanona M. /lenent Προς VIH-X g.a- Bexose, 0-2, 1991, c. 55, 161 ο, 55: b-c: Unpublished. 

No direct parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of Nikephoros I, bearded on l. and Staurakios beardless on r., facing; both wear crown with 
cross, divitision and chlamys. In field above cross. 

Below busts: a-b: + P = (Ivóikztóv 
c: B= CIvétkttay) | 


y 
y 
Κον. Inscription of three lines: 

ΤΩΝΒῚ .OM€PKT |. NTICO 

Tov β(ασιλικῶνγκ]ομέρκι[ω]ν τις Θ(ράΚης) 

The publisher of the first specimen has assumed that it is a seal of emperor Constantine VI and 
his mother Irene, and the commerciaria is Antiocheas. It is difficult to define what the reasons were 
for this assumption. None of the presented personages wears, feminine crown. It is unclear how the 
publisher deciphered the toponym Antiocheas. 

The seals bearing these representations and inscriptions are known in the literature (see Zacos. 
Seals, J, no. 281 a-c) and they could be assigned to the mutual rule of Nikephoros I Genikos and his 
son Staurakios (803-811). 

The seals found in Bulgaria supplemented this information with indictions B'and γ᾽ inscribed on 








them. Hence, these seals were received in Develtos and somewhere in southeastern Bulgaria in 510- 
811. i.e. right before invasion of the emperor Nikephoros | Genikos in Bulgaria. when Develtos was 
yet within the limits of the Byzantine Empire, 














35A. Θράκης kai Μεσοποταμίας 


Military unit established after the conquest of eastern Bulgaria by the Byzantines in 971. The sphra- 
gistic monument presented below is the sole source of evidence for his existence. 

After my publication, in which I assumed that this administrative and military unification was ef- 
fected in July/August 971, including all newly seized eastern Bulgarian lands (see Hopyanos, Haman 
AloSpomup, 97-100), various opinions were advanced regard 
and person of the titular. 


ing the chronology, localization 








According to D. Stoimenov, the dating of that unification is after the staffing of the taktikon of 





Oikonomides, i.e. after 976, in connection with some great external threat to the empire. According to 
him, that danger sprang from the movement of the komitopouloi (see Croumenon, Bpemenna, 53-55). 

L Bozhilov suggests its dating is after 1000, because after the conauest of Great and Little Preslav and 
Pliska, Byzantine power was restored in the lands of the south to the Danube River. and those beyond the 
Danube, which until then had been rulec by a Byzantine (the author of r 











‘the anonym of Chaze), were joined 
to the empire, thus creating a large territorial union encompassing all of eastern Bulgarian lands (Bowu.108, 
M. beiexkiu Bbpxy BN3ZAHTHÄCKATA aAMHHHCTDarUtsi B CeBepousrouna Bwirapus (971-1000).- 
COopnun 6 uecm ua καθ. Xpuemo Xpucmos, C., 1988. 19-27: bosxn.10B-Diosezep, JTemopus, c. 352). 
As far as the time of the existence and envelopment of the duchy of Thrace and Mesopotamia, 
useful is the suggestion advanced by Al. Magearu, but he assumes that the titular Doux of Thrace 
Damianos Dobromiros is identical with the nobleman of Samuel who hand 
of Berroia in 1000 or 
Restoration, 17-18). 


According to N. Oikonomides, Damianos Dobromiros was Slavic. probably Bulgarian, an associate 
of the Byzantines, appointed by the emperor to that important post in 971 or shortly thereafter. Like 








ed the Byzantines the city 
001, and who was of Vlach origin (Magearu, Paradunavon, p. 422; Idem 
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other dukes of that time, he was a commander of a detachment of heavy cavalry from the Byzantine 
tagma deployed to the north, somewhere in the Danube delta, against an adversary threatening the 
empire from the north, and who in no case can be identified with Bulgarians, but rather with Russians. 
There were also soldiers from the thema Thrace under his command (see Oikonomides, Premiere 
occupation, 584-585). 

The last opinion we will note here is that of T. Wasilevski, which constitutes an alternate view to 
those already presented, sketched in several papers generally dealing with the same problematic. 

He assumes that the seals of Damianos Dobromiros, anthypatos. patrikios and doux of Thrace and 
Mesopotamia, have nothing whatever to do with the Byzantine administration of the Balkans and in 
particular the Danubian borderlands. According to him, Damianos Dobromiros was Bulgarian in ori- 
gin, the famous katarchontes of Berroia, married to the cousin of Tzar Samuel, who in 1002 handed 
the city over to Basile II. He was given the rank of anthypatos and appointed doux of Mesopotamia, 
including the territory between the Tigres and Euphrates, where strathiotes from the thema Thrace 
were dispatched for a military operation (see Wasilewski, T. L'administration byzantine dans la valee 
du Bas-Danube au X et ΧΙ siecles, selon la sigillographie.- Dobrudja, 12, 1995, 190-203). 

In this broad array of opinion it is as though the importance of the office of Damianos Dobromiros 
drops from sight. One is inclined to forget what the title of doux, the position of Dobromiros, actually 
meant (see commentary below). à 

During the period under scrutiny (last fourth of the X century) and in connection with changes 
in the Byzantine army, instituted by Emperor Nikephoros II Phoka, a doux is not an administrative 
governeur but the commander of units of a tagma, residing in that respective thema. In crisis situa- 
tions and military conflicts, strategoi in neighboring smaller temes are his subordinates. This is how a 
strategic belt of the empire was created, consisting of doukoi, katepanoi and associated strategoi. This 
is characteristic especially for border regions. 

In concrete terms: in the Balkan peninsula, over against the Bulgarian state, two dukedomes were 
established: Adrianopolis and Thessalonica. According to the author of the Eskurial tactics, detach- 
ments of heavy cavalry were stationed there to confront the Bulgarian threat. 

Consequently, Damianos Dobromiros should not be viewed as a gouverneur of an administrative 
unit of Thrace and Mesopotamia, but as a military commander, commanding sections of a tagma, 
stationed in the newly conquered eastern Bulgarian lands, somewhere in the Danubian delta, to con- 
front some military threat to the empire; and, as Oikonomides emphasizes, soldiers from the thema 
Thrace were also placed under his command. 

Bibliography: Mopnanos, Jamnan Jlo6pomup, 97-100; Oikonomides, Mesopotamie, 57-59; Idem, Listes, 362-363; 
Boansos, Xase, 185-108: Kühn, Armee, 221-222; Croumenos, Bpemenna, 53-55. 


35A.14 Δαμιανός Δοβρομιρός ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος kai δοὺξ Θράκης καὶ 
Μεσοποταμίας (971-2) 


Α. 


Archaeological Museum Preslav, no. 20152. D. 28-28 (27) 4.5 mm. W. 21.45 g. Good and complete inprint but some 
of the letters, especially on the reverse, are erased. 


Ed. Mopaanos, /Ipecaae, Ne 237. No parallels known. 
Obv. Inscription of five lines, preceded by an ornament: 
- e - |-AAMI | ANOAN | ΘΥΠΑΤΩ | ΠΑΤΡΗ | KI 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
KEAS | .HOPA | ..CSM€ | COIIOTA | MHAC 
*Aaptiavà ἀνϑύπάτῳ πατρηΚίῳ kè δου[κ]ὴ Θρά[κη]ς (καὶ) Μεσοποταμήας 


Β. 


Archaeological Museum Preslav, πο. 16915. D. 26-28 (22 9) 2 mm. W. 6.58 g. Incomplete imprint, the final letters are 
_ missing and some were later erased. 
Ed. Mopganos, /7pecaae, Ne 238. No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+AAMH | .N'ANOGV | .T'TIATPI |.KEAOV | KH 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΘΡΑΚΗ. | .CM€COTI. | TAMHACO | AORPOM. |-PO- 


-Δαμη[α]ν(ῷ) ἀνϑυ[πά]τ(ῳ) πατρι[κ(ίῳ)] kè δουκὴ Θράκη[ς XJ Μεσοπ[ο]ταμήας ( TO 
Δοβρομ[]ρο 


35B. Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 


This thema was reported for the first time in the Escurial tactic. It included besides thema Thrace 
the new conquered Bulgarian lands south of the Danube and perhaps this was the boundary line of the 
dukedom Adrianoupolis. The sphragistic data here show the names at least of three strategoi. The 
earliest is that of Leon Sarakenopoulos and the latest is of Nikephoros Xiphias. In the latest 
research so far (see Oikonomides, Premiere occupation,583-584) the conclusion has been drawn that 
it is not a traditional theme and actually the troops of the theme of Thrace were transferred in the 
command of the strategos of Ioanopolis for a longer period of time. 
Bibliography: Oikonomides, Listes, S. 265.9, 261, 355; Tankosa-3anmosa, {ΟΠΗ Alynas, 37-38, bomnaon, 
Vase, 123-125: Hopaanos, Mpecaas, 125-126. 


358.15 Λέων ΣαραΚινόπουλος βπρωτοσπαδάριος kai στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως (?-975) 


A, 
a, Museum of Archaeology, Preslav. no. 17565. D. 23-26 (22) 3 mm. W. 9.77 g. Incomplete but well preserved imprint. 
b. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17214. D. 18-22 (22) 2 mm. W. 3.78 g. Incomplete but well preserved im- 


print. The blank was smaller than the dies. 
The two specimens are struck with the same die 
Ed. Hopaanos, [pecaue, Ne 239-240. No parallels known. 


Oby. Inscription of four lines: 

-9- [ACON LR'A'CHAO' | SCTPATH ΙΓ ΘΡΑΚΗ | - e- 
Κον. Inscription of five lines: 

-e -| SI | ANNBITO | A'OCAPA | KINOTIS | - 


Λέων B'(xpoto)onad(&piog) (kai) ΘΝ n Beatie) (καὶ) Ἰωαννουπόλ(εως) ὁ 
Σαρακινόπουλ(ος) 


B. 

The five specimens (recently we documented two other specimens which removed from Preslav) are struck with the 
same die. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

Ed. Hopaanon. Z7pecaae, No 241-243. No parallels known. 


Oby. Inscription of four lines: 

-e-|- A€O | R'A'CTIAO'| SCTPAT | ΗΓΩ | -e - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

* OPA | KICSIAN | OTIOA'OCA | PAKINO | Π8ΛΟ’ 


* Aéo(v) β (πρωτ οποιον (Καὶ) στρατηγω(ς) Θράκις (καὶ) Ἱανοπόλίεως) ὁ 
ΣαραΚκινόπουλο(ς) 


C. 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17638. D, 24-26 (24) 3 mm. W. 11.3 30 g. Full and well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Vopnanon, /Ipeciae, No 344. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
*A€O|R'A'CITAG' | SCTPAT | ΗΓΩ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
*OPA | KICSIANS | IIOA€OCO | CAPAKIN | ΟΠΕΛ᾽ 
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is 


+A€éo(v) β (πρωτο)σπαῦδ(άριος) (kai) στρατηγὼ(ς) Opakig (καὶ) Ἰανουπόλεος ὁ 

XapakivónzovA(oc) 

In the collection of the Hermitage a tenth specimen is preserved which is struck with a different 
die (see HIauapoBckas, bonrapus, 460-461). 


35B.16 Θεοφάνης βµπμρωτοσπαβδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
ΙἸωαννουπόλεως (705-505 of the X^ c.) 
a-d: The four specimens are struck with the same die. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 
Ed. ΙορπαμοΒ., J7pecaae, Ne 245-248. No parallels known. 
Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+KERO | .O'TO)CO) | .8A(000€O | AN'R'A'C | ΠΑΘΡ᾽ 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


CTPAT | ΓΟΘΡΑ. |.SIQTIIOJACOC | o | 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε βο[ή]ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ [δ]ούλῳ Θεο[φ]άν(ῃ) βἴπρωτο)σπαϑ(ά)ρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) 
στρατ(η)γο Opa[k(n)c] (καὶ) Ἰω(αννου)πόλεος 


35B.17 Σταυράκιος β᾽µμρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως (70s-80s of the X" c.) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 22938. D. 12-21 (over 20) 1.5 mm. Half of a specimen whose surviving portion 
is erased and the image and letters are hardly visible. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Mpecaae, Ne 249. No parallels known. 

Obv. St. Michael standing, holding labarum (r. hand) and orb (1. hand). Incomplete circular inscription 
along border of dots: .APXI. || T.... 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


„TAV | .K'R'A'C | ...SCT | TOA | AN. | .A l η 
[+] ᾿Αρχι[σ]τίράτηγε β(οήϑει) [Σ]ταυ[ρα]κ(ίῳ) βἸπρωτο)σ[πα{δ(αρίφ)] (καὶ) στ[ρα]τ(ηγῷ) 
O[p]&[k(nc) (καὶ) Ἰ(ω)]αν[ουπό]λ{εως) 


35B.18 Νικηφόρος Ξιφίας β᾿πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως (?-986) 


Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 18512. D. 27-28 (22?) 2.1 mm. W. 11.00 g. Maybe the imprint was once com- 
plete but the copy is badly preserved and broken in two with a piece missing in the upper part. The surface is 
covered with thick oxides and eroded in some places. All this makes the reading difficult. 

Ed. Hopaanos, /7peczae, No 250. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Incomplete circular inscription: C... POC ||.. HM I continuing in the quarters between arms 
of patriarchal cross on three steps represented in the middle O..-PQ || KAI - T.. = Σ[ταυ]ρός 
[ε]ημι ο...ρω καὶ τ..... 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 

* NIK. | ΦΟΡ...Α | O'SCTP... | ΘΡΑΚΗ... | ANO.OA€ | OCOZIGC |-Α.- 

* Nik[n]oóp(og) [βἴπρωτο)σπ]αϑ(άριος) (kai) στρ[ατ(η)γ(ὀς)] Op&knIc (καὶ) 

Ἰω]ανοω[π]όλεος ὁ Ξιφέα[ς] 

We would like to add a new observation regarding the positions of Nikephorus Xiphias to the 
publication quoted above. 

The army dispatched by the emperor in 1000 which was led by the patrikios Theodorokanos and 
the protospatharios Nikephorus Xiphias, was actually commanded by the doux of Adrianoupolis, the 
patrikios Theodorokanos and the strategos of Thrace and Ioannoupolis Nikephoros Xiphias, subordi- 
nate to the doux. These two local generals mopped up the invaders in the freed territory beyond the 
Haemus Mountain. 
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35B.19 ᾿Αδράλεστος β πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ £k προσώπου Θρόκης καὶ 
5 f 5 { pt 5 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως (last quarter of the X" century) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17262. D. 15-24 (207) 2 mm. Imprint of bad quality, of which only half has been 
preserved. 

Ed. Hopaanos, //pecias, Ne 290. No parallels known, 

Obv. Inscription of four lines: 
-e- | +AA.. | AEC... | ACT.. | PH. | - 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

Κ.Π ΕΠ δ | AK. Ε...ΑΚ.Γ..ΑΝΟῚ 

Σ΄Αδ[ρά]λεσ[τος] (πρωτο)σπ[αϑά]ρη [ος ο. i) ejk π[ροσώ]που [τῆς Θρ]άκ[ης (Καὶ) 

[ω]ονο(ν)[πό]λ(εως) 

The fragmentary character of the material makes the deciphering of the last three lines on the 
reverse problematic. We gave the following solution in our previous publication: T^ ITAPJAA'R 
APKJAA'IT and the patronym Ὁ CITJANO | [IT8]A . 

In his review Seibt has assumed that Adralestos was £k προσώπου Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 
(Seibt. ΒΖ, 89. 5, 136). This is not the ouly possible version but it seems to be acceptable in the light 
of another seal bearing the name of Adralest who was a πατρίκιος. δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων 
καὶ ᾽Ανοτολῆς (see no. 7.3), The following suggestion based on the above article could be made: 
Adralestos was a ἐκ προσώπου of the strategos of the Thrace and loanopolis themes. Later on he rose 
to a higher title and position and was dispatched to the east wherc he contacted his relatives or col- 
leagues in northeastern Bulgaria. It is also possible that he or they had sojourned especially in Preslav 
(Ioannoupolis). Only in this way can we explain the discovery of the seal of Adralestos δομέστικος 
τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Καὶ ᾿Ανατολῆς in northeastern Bulgaria. 














35C. Θρόκης kai Δρίστρας 


This temporary administrative unit is known only from the next seal. On it, see about it the individ- 
ual chapters about Δρίστρας and ΘρόΚης. Generally the same was written by Leo the Deacon: Tzi- 
misces recaptured Mysia for the Byzantines as he added it to Thrace. 


356.20 Δαυὶδ πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς Θράκης Καὶ Δρίστρας (1000-2) 


a. Institute and Museum of Archaeology. Sofia, no. 105, Found in 1949 among coins from Pliska. D. 27-31 mm: field 
25 mm; thickness 2 mm. Poor and illegible imprint, corroded. 

b. Museum of History, Silistra, no. 46. Found on the bank of the Danube River by AL Boev. Only half is preserved. D. 
12-24 mm: thickness 2.5 mm. 

The two specimens are struck with the same die, E 

Ed. a: Macaes, Ποπατη, 445-450: Hopaanon, Ππποκα, Ne 13: b: Hopaanon, Cu inerpa, H. Ne 5, 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Rather damaged bust of a military saint. probably St. Theodore. Visible are his bearded face and 
a spear and shield in his Παπάς, Badly preserved vertical inscription: 9- ΘΕ-Οῃ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
a) +.AAA’) CIIAOAP' |... ΡΑΤῈ .. A... | APICTP? 
b)... ..]. HA.. . | SCTP. .| OPA... JAPI... 
a+b: *[AJo(vi)8 (πρωτο)σπαδάρ(ιος) (koi) στρατ(ηγὸς) Θρά[κης (ka.1)] Δρίστρίας) 


The main problem with the interpretation of the text of this seal is to define the time when David 
was put at the head of the administrative unit of Thrace and Dristra. 

There are two alternative views on this problem in the literature: the first one is that this happened 
at the time of the invasion of the Pechenegs during the 1020s- 1030s ( T&rikoBa-3auwona. oanu ZLyuaa, 
55-59) and the second one has defined that this ος unit was established perhaps after the re- 
conquering of northeastern Bulgaria in 1000 and David was its first str: ategos (bomusios, Nase, p. 131). 

It is interesting that the title of David was s low to be strategos of such an administrative unit 





during the 1020s-1030s (although this was not an obl igatory requirement). 
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35D. Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 


During the XI" century these two themes were more often united than disunited but this involved in 
the main their civil government. The titularies were mainly judges and their duty was to administer the 
themes. The military defense was in charge of the doux of Adrianoupolis. 


35D.21 Πέτρος πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου, Κριτὴς ἐπὶ tod 
ἱπποδρόμου, Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας (XI" century) 
In a private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: not specified. D. 26-26.5 mm. W. 9.374 g. Incomplete but well 


preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 

MET.. | A'CITAO". | ΠΙΤΧΤ.Ι KAHN. | KPI. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

JUT | HHOAP' | .OPAK' | IMAR |.. 


Πέτ[ρος] (πρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) [ἐ]πὶ ας χρυσοτ[ρ(ι)]κλήν[ου] Κρι[τ(ἡς)] [ἐ]πὶ τ(οῦ) 
ἰποδρ(ό)[μ(ου)] Opak(ng) [κ(α)]ὶ Μακ(ε)[δο]νί(ας) 


The owner is unknown in other sources. The seal dates generally to the early XI" century. 


35D.22 Ἰωάννης Ῥαδηνὸς βεστάρχης, Κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου, Opakne καὶ 
Μακεδονίας (705-805 of the XI century) 

Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, πο. 21579. D. 29.6-30 (23) 3 mm. W. 18.18 g. A complete imprint, very well- 
preserved. Nevertheless, some of the peripheral letters are slightly erased. It has been partially harmed with a 
pickaxe during its discovery by me. 

Ed. lViopaanos, /Tpecaas, Ne 251. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin with a medallion of Christ before her. On either side sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


-OKCR'O'| IORCCTAP | XHKPITHT8 | RHA’OPAKHC | KEMAKEAO | ΝΙΑΤΩΡΑ | 
AHN(QO 

*O(cotó)ke β(οή)ϑ(ει) Ἰω(άννῃ) βεστάρχῃ Κριτῇ τοῦ βήλ(ον), Θράκης kè 
Μακεδονία(ς) τῷ Ραδηνῷ 


355.23 Στέφανος ἀσηκρῆτης καὶ κριτὴς ΘράΚης καὶ Μακεδονίας (XI* century) 
National Museum of History, Sofia. Found in 1995 during archaeological excavations in Silistra. D. 17-25 mm. Half 
of a seal. 
Unpublished. No parallels known. 
Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
+KE.. | TMWCO).. | AWCT... | .CHK.. | T. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-PI |] OPA | .CKAI | .KCA. | .AC 


ἜΚ(ύρι)ε [β(οή)ϑ(ει)] τῷ σῷ [δού]λῳ Στ[εφ(ά)ν(ῳ) ἀ]σηκ[ρή]τ[η] [(καὶ) Κ]ρι[τῇ] Θρῴ[κη]ς 
καὶ [Μα]κεδ[ονί]ας 
This judge of ΘράΚης καὶ Μακεδονίας is unknown in other sources. A seal which belonged to 


Στέφανος ἀσηκρῆτης is found in Silistra (see Barnea, Durostorum, no. 8). It is possible that he was 
the person in question. 


35D.24. Νικόλαος Ζουναρᾶς κριτὴς ΘράΚης καὶ Μακεδονίας 
(last quarter of the XI century) 


In a private collection (V. Panteleev from Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-35 ( 30) ? mm. W. 19.5 g. The depiction 
of the obverse is completely obliterated and cut. The first letters of all lines on the reverse are missing. 
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Unpublished. 
Parallels: Schlumberger. Sig.. p. 162. no. 1. Now in the Hermitage (M-6044), sec HHaiposckas, Cóparierika, 

Ne 703. In the Hermitage collection there are two other molybdobulls of the same type (M-125; M-10647), 

see: Seibt. Bleisiegel, 5. 235, n.3. 

Obv. Completely obliterated surface. 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 

*OKE€R'O'|.JKOAA(Q |.PITHOPA |.ICKAIMA |.CAONIAC | TOZOV |.APA 

*O(co:ó)ke β(οή)ϑ(ει) [N]JucoA 60 [κ]ριτῇ Θρά[κ]ις καὶ Μα[κ]εδονίας τῷ Ζουναρᾶ 

If we accept that the patronym inscribed on the seal is Zonaras, then members of this family 
named Nicholas are attested both in the narrative and sphragistic sources. 

The signature of Νικόλαος Ζωναρᾶς πρωτοβεστάρχης. μέγας χαρτουλάριος τοῦ 
στρατιοτικοοῦ λογοθεσίου. κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου is placed on a document of the monas- 
tery Christodoulos on the Patmos peninsular, dated to May. 1088 (see: Patmos, I, 49.323). 

The name perhaps of another Nicholas Zonaras in his capacity as πρωτοασκριτῆς is attested in 
1157 and 1176 (see Grumel, Regestes, no. 1041; Patmos, 1. 221 and 224). 

The following groups of monuments with the name of Nicholas Zonaras are known, where he is: 

Ὁ μάγιστρος καὶ κριτῆς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας (see Schlumberger, Sig., p. 162, no. 2). 

2) δρουγγάριος τῆς βίγλης (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 893). 

3) κουροπαλάτης (see Konstantopoulos, no. 346; Stavrakos. no. 87). 

4) As a private person, according to an unpublished bulla in the collection of Fogg A. M., no. 
1481 (see Stavrakos, p. 158, n. 279). 

They all are dated from the last quarter of the XI" c. to the beginning of the XI c., and thus could 
be related to the person of Nicholas Zonaras of 1088. They reflect earlier and later periods of his life. 


36. Θρακήσιοι 

This theme was situated in Asia Minor but its name was connected with the troops from Thrace 
whose garrison camped there. Their main city was Ephesus. A turmarches of this theme was reported 
for the first time in 711 and a strategos in 741. 


Bibliography: Pertusi, De Them., p. 124: Oikonomides, Listes, p. 348; Kühn, Armee, 47, 165, 169, 256. 


36.1 Ἰωάννης βεστάρχης. μέγας χαρτουλάριος, Κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου καὶ τῶν 


Θρακησίων (70s of the XI century) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology. Sofia, no. 21. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 31-32 mm. Well centered and imprinted 
seal but some portions of the inscription are damaged or badly imprinted. 

Ed. Myton, /Teuanu. No 43. 

Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same bulloterion has been offered for sale at an auction in Zurich (see 
Zurich. Auction 26, 7-8 November 1994. no. 651). 


*OKE€ROH...(OR€CTAP...CTAAQXAPTOV. 
Rev. Inscription continues between two borders of dots: 
T*KPITHTOVRHAOVKAIT(ONO.A..CIOON 


In the middle, bust of St. George holding spear (r. hand) and shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: ©-T-€ i| (Q-P-I^ 


+O(cotd)ke βοή[δει Ἠω(άννη) βεστάρ[χη μ]εγάλῳ χαρτου(λαρίῳ) Κριτῇ τοῦ βήλου καὶ 
τῶν Θ[ρ]α[κη]σίων 


37. Insulae (Νῆσοι) 


This province included islands currently called Dodekanesoi. Its civil and administrative 
ruler was Praefectus Insularum (see Hierocles, p. 31). 
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37.1 Theodorus Praefectus Insularum (V"-VI" centuries) 


In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-24 mm. Good imprint. 
Unpublished. 
Parallels: Rostovtsew-Prou, no. 825; Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 2928 but they are struck with a different bulloterion. 


Obv. Inscription of three lines: 
Th | ΕΟδΟ | ROs 

Rev. Inscription of three lines: 
PRE | FECTI | INSH 


Theodoros Prefecti Insu(larum) 


38. Ἰωαννουπόλεως 


This city was captured by the Byzantines on Easter 971 but it was renamed most probably in late 
July or August of the same year after signing the peace treaty with the Russians and finishing the 
military campaign. The city was named Ἰωαννουπόλεως until the end of the Byzantine domination 
in the X" century. 

According to the sphragistic information, the city was initially a centre of an independent strategeia and 
after that it was added to Dorostolon. Later on, at the time of the Escurial Tactic, Ἰωαννουπόλεως was 
merged with the Thrace theme. Leon Sarakenopoulos was strategos of the latter two administrative units. 
Bibliography: Oikonomides, Listes, 269: Boxuaos, JIeou Capakunortyj, 98-106; Mopaanos, Hosu zaunu, 104- 
114; Jordanov, La strategie, 89-97; Mopaanos. J7pecaae, 134-136. 


38.1 Κατακαλὼν β'᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως (971-2) 
Α. 


a-c. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

d. In a private collection. Probably it has been brought out of Preslav. D. 29-31 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

The four specimens are struck with the same bulloterion. 

Ed. a-c: Mopganos, /7pecaa6, No 252-254; d. Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. In the middle, ©; eight rays focus on it; the lower extremities of four rays are engraved with 
small spheres and the other four rays with arrows upwards. The higher extremities are engraved 
with letters consisting of the invocation: +KEROTWCWA’. 

Rey. Inscription of five lines: 
+KATA | KAAOR'A'| CITAO’SC | TPATIHA | NS8IIOA' 

ΣΘ(εοτό)Κε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ούλῳ) Κατακαλὸ(ν) B'(xpoto)onad(apto) (koi) 
στρατι(γῷ) Ἠ(ω)ανουπόλ(εος) 


Β. 


The three specimens are struck with the same low dies as the preceding four specimens. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

a-b: Ed. ΚΊορπαποβ. /7pecaue, Ne 255-256. 

No parallels known. 

c: in private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). D: 28-29 mm. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Pentagram; in the middle, small sphere; at the top of every ray, similar sphere; in each field 
between the rays, other five spheres. 

Rev. Inscription as last, struck with the same die: 


+KATA | KAAOR’A’| CITAO'SC | TPATIHA | NSIIOA? 


The main problem with the reading of the text was to decipher the toponym inscribed with the 
following letters: ΗΑΝΘΠΟΛ᾽. The first three letters are illegible and the reading HAH 8ΠΟΛ᾽ is 
also possible. Thus the toponym could be read as Ἠ(ωλαν(ν)ουπόλ(εος) or Ἠληουπόλ(εος). We 
assumed the first version in our previous publications. 
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The name Ἠανής = Ἰωάννης noted in a proto-Bulgarian legend provides a certain parallel 
with the etymology of the toponym HANSTIOA’= Ἰωαννουπόλεως (see bemenanen. I»peoówva- 
eapcku, Ne 47.18-19). 

The coincidence already noted between the names of the turmarches of Arkadioupolis and Thra- 
ce and also of the strategos of Ioanopolis raises the question whether the official who have consecu- 
tively occupied the mentioned positions was one and same person. 


38.2 Πέτρος B'npotoozo06piog Καὶ στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως (970s) 


a-b. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

c. In a private collection. Probably it has been taken out of Preslav, D. 23-26.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

The three specimens are struck with the same bulloterion. 

Ed. a-b: Mopaanon, /7pecaae, No 257-258: c: Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. Circular inscription along bor- 
der of dots: -KCEROHOCITOC(OAOVA' 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
IICTP | OR'A'CHA | G8'SCTPA | TIP@IA. |. 8TIOA 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Πέτρο B'(xpozo)ona (apto) (Καὶ) στρατιγῷ 
Ἰοα[νν]ουπόλ(εως) 


38A. Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου 


384.3 Λέων ΣαραΚινόπουλος β πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου (?- 975) 


The thirteen specimens are struck with the same die. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /7pec.iae, Ne 259-271. 
No parallels known. 





Obv. Inscription of five lines: 

ee [ἜΛΕΟΝ | R'A'CHAO'S ΟΤΡΑΤΙΓῚ IQANSIT | OA’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

eee |+SAOP | OCTOAO | OCAPAK | INOTIVA 


+ Λέον βἴπρωτο)σπαϑί(άριος) (kai) στρατιγ(ὸς) Ἰωανουπόλί(εως) (καὶ) Δοροστόλο(υ ) ὁ 
ΣαραΚκινόπυλ(ος) 


Β. 

The six specimens are struck with the same die. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

Ed. Hopaanos, [pecaae, No 272-277. No parallels known. 

Obv. The letters are arranged in the same way as in the last thirteen but they are imprinted with a 
different die. Perhaps the last thirteen are copied or vice versa. 

Rey. Inscription of four lines: 
eee|+SAOP | OCTOAO | OCAPAKI | NOIIVA 


38.4 Στέφανος μητροπολίτης Ἰωαννουπόλεως (the 70s of the X” century) 


à. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no.17252. Find-spot: strategia of Preslav. D. 20.5-23 (21) 2.1 mm. W. 5.70 g. 
Good imprint on a thin blank which is still incomplete. Some letters are missing. 

b. Muscum of History, Shoumen, no. 1212. Found in Pliska. D. 12-23 (21) 2 MM. Half of a previously good 
imprint. 

Ed. a: Hopaanos, Mpecaas, Ne 389; b: Mopaanos, ITiucka, No 30. No parallels known. 

Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. In the field between the arms a 
cross is engraved. Circular inscription along border of dots: «ΚΕΚΟΗΘΕΙΤΩΟΩΔΟ.. 
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Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

+CTE | DAN’OEO® | AECT’T’MH | TPOIPA'IO | ANSIIOA | .(0C 

-K(ópuie βοήδει τῷ σῷ So[bA(w)] Στεφάν(ῳ) θεοφ(ι)λεστ(ά)τ(ῳ) μητροπ(ο)λ(ίτη) 

Ἰωανουπόλ[ε]ως 

The text of the seal presented beneath is the only proof for the existence of the Joannoupolis 
metropolitanate. It illustrates the temporary ecclesiastical structure after the conquest of northeastern 
Bulgaria. Since its evidence is not supported by any other sources, the suggestions made below form 
a working hypothesis: 

a) it probably refers to Preslav after its renaming in 971; 

b) probably the metropolitan of Ioannoupolis was directly subordinate to the Constantinople 
chair; 

C) his diocese may have included not only the dioceses around Preslav but all eastern Bulgarian 


lands conquered by the Byzantines; 
d) thus the symbolically independent Bulgarian church returned to the fold of the Constantinople 


patriarchate. 

As far as Dristra is concerned, another suggestion could be that as an old Christian centre it was 
proclaimed to be an autocephalous archbishopric which included the city and its vicinity like dozens 
of other autocephalous archbishoprics in Anchialo, Messembria, Bryseos etc. 


39. Καπαδοκίας 


This theme was situated in central Asia Minor. Its first strategos was reported in 830. Previously it 
was a gorge. The sources from the XI" century present this theme as a μεγάλαϊκα ϑέματα. 
Bibliography: Ckana6anognu, Bus. eocyOapcmaeo, c. 208; Pertusi. De Them., 120-122: Ahrweiler, Recherches, p. 
50: Oikonomides. Listes, p. 348. 


39.1 Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Koxaóoktag (XI" century) 


a-b: The two specimens are struck with the same die. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 
Ed. Hopaanos, pecias, Ne 278a-6. No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. Circular inscription along bor- 
der of dots: .ROHOCITOCOAOVA' 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+KONC | .IIA'KC. | .AIIAA. | KIAC 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε] βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Κονστ(α)[ν(τίνφ)] πατ(ρικίῳ) k(é) στ[ρ(ατηγῷ) 
Κ]απαδ[ο]κίας 
The incomplete imprint and unusual abbreviations make it impossible to determine whether the 
patronym Καπαδοκίας is included and not the toponym. 


40. Κερασοῦντος 


Modern Giresum, a port on the Black Sea coast, was an economic centre and it was also the end of 
the road leading to Koloneia (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 4, p. 101). 


40.1 Κοσμᾶς ἀπο ὑπάτων koi γενικὸς Κομμερκιάριος Κερασοῦντος (689-690) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 20. D. 27-33. Incomplete imprint not only because the blank was too 
small for the die. Some of the letters were effaced later. 

Ed. ΜΥΠΙΜΟΒ., /Teuamu, No 24. 

Parallels: HTanuenko, Καταπος, Ne 403. 

Obv. The emperor (Justinian II) standing frontally, beardless, wearing a crown and chlamys and 
holding a globus cruciger (τ. hand) and a sceptre cross (1. hand). Portion of letter Γ᾽, on τ. 
= [(νδικτιὼν)] γ᾽. Circular inscription above head of the emperor on 1.: «ΚΟς............... ΝΙΚ8 
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Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

.M | MEPKIA | PI8ATTO |..KHCK |.P.C. | .... 

+ Κοσ[μᾶ ἀπο ὑπάτων Καὶ γε]νικοῦ [κο]μμερκιαρίου ἀπο[ϑή]κης Κ[ε]ρ[α]σ[οῦντος] 

The dating and attribution of the toponym was a problem for publishers concerned with the 
reading of the text. B. Panchenko read the toponym as ᾽Αγκύρας and suggested that the seal could be 
generally dated to the VII century. N. Mushmov sought some likeness between the emperor presented 
and Constance II (641-668). G. Zacos (Seals, I, p. 147, n. 2), seems to have proposed the most accept- 
able dating and toponym considering the known seals of Kosmas and his mandates in various com- 
merciarias, including Mesembria (see here no. 47). 


41. Κιβεριώτων 

This was the earliest maritime theme. Its name comes from the ancient city of Kibyrra. For the first 
time its strategos was reported in 732. This theme covered the Aegean littoral near to island of Cyprus. 
Its main city was Atalia. During certain periods the Mardaities settled there. 
Bibliography: Cka6amnanonua, Bus. eocyOupemao, c. 208; De Them., 149-152; Ahrwiler, Le Mer. p. 31, 81-83; 
Oikonomides, Listes, p. 35; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOC, 3, p. 151. 


41.1 Νικηφόρος B'ona96piogc Καὶ στρατηγὸς τῶν Κιβεριοτῶν (IX" century) 

National Museum of History, Sofia. Submitted to the museum by the police. D. 24.5-28.5 mm. Incomplete imprint and 
badly preserved specimen. 

Unpublished, 

No parallels known, 


Oby. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. Γ.Γ). In the quarters: ..-.. {| A8-AQ). 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

| POPO. | ΠΑΟ SC. | TH TO. | KIBVP 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήδει [τῷ σῷ] δούλῳ Νικηφόρο [β'σ]παδ(αρίφ) (kai) σ[τρ(α)]τηγ(ῷ) zov] 
Κιβυρ(ιοτῶν) 





42. Κουτζιάόγρων 


A bishopric subordinate to the metropolitan of Euchaita. Its name appeared for the first time in the 
notitia no. 7 (901-902). Some time before that Euchaita was elevated to the rank of a metropolitanate 
by patriarch Photius as a sign of gratitude of the patriarch to his supporter Theodore Santabarenos 
who occupied the local seat. As emphazised by Darouzes, the question of the genesis of the new 
bishoprics remains open (see Darrouzes, Notitiae. 77-78.51). 


42.1 Στυλιανός ἐπίσκοπος Κουτζιάγρων (early X" century) 


In a private collection. Unknown origin. D. 24-24 mm. Complete and well-preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. St. Michael represented as a soldier en face. Circular inscription along border of dots : +MIX .... 
EL... TOCWA8AMW 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+CTV | AIANWE | IHICKoIT| KOVTZI | ATPOV 
+Miylanar τα]ζι[ζάρχα| τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Στυλιανῷ ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) Κουτζιάγρον 
The discovery of the molybdobull of the bishop of Κουτζιάγρων in Bulgaria raises a number of 
intriguing questions. It was affixed to the correspondence of Stylianos which means that it arrived 
here after the recognition of the Bulgarian autocephalous archbishopric. There is no doubt that the 
Bulgarian archbishop was a supporter of Photius probably like Stylianos. 
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43. Κυρικῶν 


43.1 Λέων μαΐστωρ τῆς σχολῆς τῶν Κυρικῶν (XI" century) 


a. Museum of History, Pernik. Found in the stronghold near the present-day town of Pernik. D. 21-21 (19) 3 mm. A 
well centered copy although parts of the die are missing. 

Ed. IOpykona, IIepnux, II, 128-129; Laurent, Corpus, l1, no. 1182. 

No parallels known. 

b. Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 14662. Found by a treasure-hunter with a metal detector in the stronghold near 
Dobri dol. D. 17-17 (13) 3 mm. Weak imprint, poorly preserved, broken in two parts and glued together by its 
finder. 

Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 13. No parallels known. 

Two lead seals are struck with a different boulloterion or with a different pair of dies. 


a) Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

+| A€QNMI | TOPTHC | CXOAH| C 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 

ΤΩΝ |KVPV | KON 

Λέων μίτωρ τῆς σχολῆς τῶν Κυρικῶν 
b) Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

ΛΕΩ. | MA. | TOP | THC | 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 


+| CXOAHC | T8KVPI | ΚΩΝ 

Λέω[ν] µα[ἴ]τωρ τῆς σχολῆς τοῦ Κυρικῶν 

The text of this seal informs us about the existence of a hitherto unknown seminary for clerics. 
Initially, P. Lemerle (Cinq etudes, p. 245) assumed, with some caution, and later V. Laurent (Corpus, 
H, 662-662), with greater certainty, that this unknown seminary was probably connected with the 
church of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul in Constantinople. 

Interesting is the question: with whom in the stronghold near Pernik and Dobri dol did Leon, a 
teacher in that ecclesiastical school, correspond? 


44. Κωνστάντειας 


The name of Constantia is mentioned for the first time in the "Chronographia" of Theophanes the 
Confessor who tells us that the fortress of Constantia was destroyed by Attila in 458 (see translation in 
PHBH, 3, c. 285; commentary in ΓΙΟΔΕΠΘΒ, B. CpenHosexosnata 6bsrapcKa κρεποοτ Koncran- 
uus.- ZHHM, 3, 1981, c. 9, Gen. 8, where it is specified that this happened in 441-442). This fact 
suggests that it was founded during an earlier period and it seems logical to connect its name with 
that of emperor Constantine I Great (307-337). Since the V^- VI^ century Constantia was a city in the 
Thrace province and later in the newly established theme bearing the same name (Aaagxos, J]. 
CuHMeoHOBrpa/I B ΠΡΕΒΗΟΟΤΤ8 H ΕΡΕΠΗΟΒΕΚΟΒΜΕΤΟ. - Koncmanyua, XackoBo, 1985, 15-16). 

It is not exactly known when a bishopric was set up in the city but according to the diocese lists 
(notitia no. 7) from 901-907; (notitae 9-10) from the ΧΙ" ΧΙ century and (notitia no. 13) from the XII* 
century, the bishop of Constantia was subordinate to the metropolitan of Philippoupolis in the Thrace 
diocese (Darrouzes, Notitae, VI.592; IX.463; X.556; 13.600). 

In 812 Constantia was conquered by the Bulgarians and the peace treaty of 815 arranged its legal 
entry into the Bulgarian state. During the X"-XI" century it shared the fate of the other settlements in 
this part of the country. According to Idrisi, in 1153 Constantia was a large and densely populated city. 
Its name was mentioned many times in connection with the Third crusade of 1189-1190. Emperor 
Friedrich I Barbarosa and other distinguished participants in the crusade resided there. For the last 
time the name of Constantia appeared in 1202 when it was conquered and destroyed by Tsar Kaloyan 
(see D'io3eneB, Koncrauuus, 11-15). 

The seal presented beneath is the only one connected with the church organization of the city and 
one of the few direct pieces of evidence which have survived until now. 
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44.1 N.. πρόεδρος Κωνστάντειας (XI^-XII^ centuries) 


National Museum of History, Sofía. no. 30442. Before that it was owned by D. Dimitrov from Pernik. It was found in 
the Asara area near the town of Simeonovgrad where the ancient Constantia is localized. D. 19.19 (15) 2.5 mm. 
Good imprint and well-preserved specimen. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ in her l. arm. Sigla: M || ©. 

Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines: 

K(QNTA | TEIACTIP. | CAPONITAP | OENEDPS | PET 

Κωνστα(ν)τείας πρ[ο]έδρον Παρθένε φρουρεῖ 

Limited is the information which can be extracted from this essentially anonymous seal which 
affixed the correspondence of the bishop of Constantia. One may pose the question about the meaning 

of the title πρόεδρος Κωνστάντειας: is he a bishop or metropolitan? In most cases it refers to a 

bishop which would be normal for Constantia. It is included as a bishopric in the diocese notitiae until 

the XII^ century. 

The seal can be generally dated to the late XI? or the early XII" century. This is proven not only 
by the ligature C+T= but by its entire external appearence and form. 

The information of the seal is consonant with what is known about the church hierarchy in Constantia. 


45. Λογγοβαρδίας 


This theme was established after the conquest of Bari by the Byzantines in 876. This city was the 
main centre of the theme. Its strategos was mentioned for the first time in 911. It is quite natural that 
there was also a commerciarios. Λογγοβαρδίας kept its significance for this strategic region until 
1071 when the Byzantine domination in Italy was eliminated. 


Bibliography: Falkenhausen, Süditalien, 27-34, 74-78; Oikonomides, Listes, 75-76, 351-352. 


45.1 Στέφανος Σερβλίας β᾿πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Λογγοβαρδίας 
(XI* century) 

National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 30074. Found by Yanko Todorov from Shoumen near the village of Dobri dol. 
district of Plovdiv. D. 28-28 mm; field 27 mm; thickness 3.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. Some fragments are 
broken. The illegible imprint and unusual filling make the reading of the text difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Dobri dol, no. 23. No direct parallels. 

Obv, St. George standing, holding a long spear (r. hand), l. hand set on a shield resting on the ground 
and a sword on chest over back. Vertical inscription in two columns: .-T-€-Q)-P || F-I-O-C 

Rev. Inscription of six line: 

-+ -| KOVMMEP |KIAP'ATTII..PA'R'A'CHA | OAP’CTE®A |.OCEPRA JAC 

-Κουμμερκιάρ(ιος) Α[ο]γγβα]ρδ(ίίας) β (πρωτο)σπαδάρ(ιος) Στέφα([ν(ος)] ὁ Σερβλ(ί)ας 

1. The Dancoisne collection contains an analogus lead seal: 

Obv. St. George standing, as last. 

Rev. «OA'CIIAG']|CTEDANOCIK8ME€PK'APIAOTTIRAPAJCCEPRAHJ|AC 
+ Ὁ (πρωτο)σπαϑά(ριος) Στέφανος ΚουμμερΚ(ι)άρ(ιος) Λογγιβαρδ(ίας) (ὁ) Σερβλήας 
(see Schlumberger, Sig., p. 218, no. 3). 

2. At the auction Münz Zentrum, 76, November 1993, a group of more than 115 seals was pre- 
sented for sale which may have originated in Bulgaria. Among these is a seal struck in the same 
boulloterion as the preceding. 

It is evident that this is another seal belonging to the same dignitary. Its word order, in contrast 
with the other traditional seals, appears to be unusual. 

In the quoted publication of Schlumberger a seal which belonged to another commerciarios of Lom- 
bardy, a certain Theodore from the X" century, is reported, too (see Schlumberger, Sig., p. 218, nos. 1-2). 

Various questions arise in connection with this find in the stronghold near Dobri dol. 

First, to whom did that kommerkiarios of Longobardias write in this area? With what rank and function? 
This is the first instance of seals having been discovered of this kommerkiarios within the territory of Bulgaria. 
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;Υνν6ν mee Τα 


Who was Στέφανος Σερβλήας7 This name is not known from the narrative sources. 

The family of Σερβλήας is related to the noun servus, ethnonym σέρβοι or toponym Σερβίας. 
The following representatives of this family are known from various narrative sources: 

1. Βασίλειος Σερβλήας, an iconographer and probable creator of the icon mentioned in connection 
with the person of Ἰωάννης Σερβλήας, no. 3. 

2. Γεώργιος Σερβλήας πραίτωρ Θράκης Καὶ Μακεδονίας from the late XI^ century according 
to his unpublished seal from the collection of Zacos, III, no. 1468: 


Obv. St. Nicholas standing, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). 
Rev. ..ΦΡΑ...Ι...ΠΡΑ.....Ι.ΡΑΚΗΟΣ.ΙΚΕΔΟΝΙΑΟΓΕΟΦΙΡΓΙΟΥΤΟΝΟΕΙΡΕΛΙΟΝΥ 


Perhaps the same person was formerly Κριτῆς Καὶ Κουράτωρ Ταρσοῦ kai Σελευκίας according 
to another unpublished seal from the collection of Zacos, III, no. 1518, which is badly preserved. 


Obv. St. Nicholas standing, as last. 
Rev. ........ |..KPIT'KA.|KOVPAT...|TAPC8SC.|.A€VK'OC€ |.PRAIAC 


3. Θεόδωρος Σερβλήας, β᾽νοτάριος tod σεκρέτου τῶν οἰκειακῶν who affixed it to a docu- 
ment of the monastery on the island Patmos dating to 1088 (see Patmos, no. 494.269). 

4, Ἰωάννης Σερβλήας who corresponded with Theophylact of Ochrid in 1093-1094 (see Theo- 
phylacte d'Achrida, Lertres, no. 49, 117-118). The reason of sending this letter was probably the 
position of the last mentioned person. His seal was affixed to documents dated to 1109 in his capacity 
of νοτάριος τοῦ σεκρέτου τοῦ γενικοῦ. The name of the same person is inscribed on an icon of St. 
Theodore and he was probably the owner of this icon (see Markianos 524, 172-173, no. 317). Another 
group of seals is related to the same person (see Laurent, Bulles metriques, no. 645). We recently had 
the possibility to survey two other groups of seals bearing this name as well: 

The first group (an unpublished specimen from the collection of Zacos, HI, no. 1518) presents 
the owner as a £k προσωπουντι ἐφόρω: 

Obv. + OKCjROHO TO)COASBA Q]IOANNH 
Rev. .. EK TIPOCOM8N | TIEPOPWM|TWMCEPIRAIA 


- and the second group (an unpublished specimen from the collection of Fogg A. M., no. 698) 
shows him as a private person from the second half of the XI" century. 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ on 1. 
Rev. ΞΘΚΕΙΚΟΗΘΕΙΠΙΦΑΝΝΗΙΤΩςΕΡΙΕΛΙΑ 


[t seems that the first group corresponds more to the position of Ἰωάννης Σερβλήας. 

5. Δέων Σερβλήας held a position in the financial office. He was probably an anagrapheus 
during the 1050s (Skylitzes, 476.52). In this capacity he was dispatched to the east in Iberia as an 
special proxy of the emperor Constantine IX Monomachus. He imposed some new taxes on the local 
inhabitants there and therefore they were lost as allies of the empire (See JIwraspun, Kekaeuen, c. 153, 
376, 3aM. 256). His activity is often confused with that of John (see Dólger, BZ, 37, 1937, S. 534). 

6. Μαρία Σερβλήας reported by Theodore Balsamon (PG, 104, coll. 1188A). 

7. Νικηφόρος Σερβλήας, a mystic, who corresponded with John Tzetzes (see Tzetzes, Epistu- 
lae, no. 18). The same person has been identified as the owner of a group of seals dating to the XII" 
century when he was a judge (see Laurent, Bulles metriques, no. 255; Idem, Orghidan, no. 314). 
Another group of seals identifies him as a private person according to a specimen from Chersones 
(see Coxonosa, Xepconec, radon. VI, M-5573). 

8. Νικόλαος Σερβλήας Κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου Καὶ τοῦ βήλου according to his metrical 
seal dating to the second half of the XI" century (see Laurent, Corpus, II, no. 842). 

9. Πέτρος Σερβλήας μάγιστρος, βέστης Καὶ Κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου Πελοποννήσου Καὶ Ἑλλάδος 
according to his seal dated to the third quarter of the XI" century (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 2, 
no. 8.36). Another seal of the collection of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 55.65.14-2680) presents him as 
μάγιστρος, βέστης Καὶ Κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου kai tod Ὀψίκιου (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, 
no. 39.16). 

10. N., Σερβλήας reported in the Alexiade only with his patronym as belonging to the circle of 
the philosopher John Italus (see Alexiade, II, 37.21). An attempt to identify this person as Ἰωάννης 
Σερβλήας has been made but this is mere guesswork (see Skoulatos, Personnages, no. 183). 
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It is difficult to define any direct relationship between Στέφανος Σερβλήας who wrote his 
letters to an anonymous addressee in the medieval settlement near to the present village of Dobri dol, 
district of Plovdiv, and the aforementioned representatives of the Σερβλήας family. The members of 
this family occupied different positions but quite often they were related to the civil administration in the 
capital city. Probably some of them had formerly worked in the countryside, too. In such a case one 
should explain the receipt there of the correspondence of Στέφανος Σερβλήας βπρωτοσπαδάριος 
Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Λογγοβαρδίας. It is difficult to assume that he wrote them there while discharg- 
ing his duties. 


46. Μακεδονίας 


This theme was established in the period between 789-802. The earliest report about its strategos 
is from 813. Initially it was part of the Thrace theme as another barrier in front of Constantinople 
against the newly founded Bulgarian state. Μακεδονίας was situated on the territory of present-day 
Greek Thrace and Western Turkish Thrace and its main city was Adrianoupolis. 

The name of this theme is mentioned in all tactics excluding the Escurial one which features the 
dukedom of Adrianoupolis instead. It is Known that it existed at least until 962 and it was reestab- 
lished after 1006-1007 (see Oikonomides, Listes, p. 355). 

The seals presented below belonged to the strategoi of Macedonia during the IX" century. They 
are found in the cities bordering on the Bulgarian state and confirm the measures undertaken by the 
empire for defending its territory. 

Bibliography: Lemerle. Philippes, p. 122: Pertusi, De tem., 162-166: Kosegapos, Makeoonus, 55-68; Oikono- 
mides, Listes, 349, 355; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, 110-111. 


46.1 N., P σπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (IX" century) 


a. Museum of History. Haskovo. Found near the village of Izvorovo. district of Haskovo, in the Kaleto area. D. 21-21 mm; 
field (?): thickness 4 mm. Incomplete imprint especially on the obverse. 

b. Museum of History. Yambol. Found in the stronghold near to the village of Melnitza. district of Elchovo. D. 22-23 mm: 
field ( 22 7) mm: thickness 4.5 mm. Incomplete imprint, as above. 

c. In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, probably near to the latter, D. 21-23 mm. Incomplete imprint, as above. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv, Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). In the quarters: 


.- MIAO 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
3) αι... | OR'CIT.. | SCTP.. ΙΓΜΑΚ.. | ONIA 
By. άν | OR'CIIA.| SCTPAT | ΓΜΑΚΕ. | ONI. 
C) > ss. | . . CITAO | .CTPAT| . MAKEA | ON.. 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήϑ(ει) [τῷ σ]ῷ [δού]λῳ........ o β᾽σπα[ϑ(αρίῳ)] (kai) στρατ(η)γ(ῷ) 
Μακεδονία(ςο) 


The lack of a homonym makes it impossible to conduct any inquiry in the narrative sources. It is 
surprising that the title of the owner of the seals is so low. The strategos of Macedonia in the tactic of 
Uspenski (842-843) is a πατρίκιος (Oikonomides, Listes, U 49.9). There was some extraordinary 
situation or it concerns some earlier seals when this title was of a high-rank. 


46.2 Θεόκτιστος B'npoxoona06pioc Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (mid. IX" century) 

In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 27-29 mm. Incomplete imprint with missing letters. Very well-pre- 
served specimen. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). In the quarters: 


.-CQJI..- AQ 
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Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


ἜΘΕΟ. | .HCTOQB'.. | SCTPAT'M. | KCAONIA 

+O(cotd)ke βοήϑ(ει) [τῷ] σῷ [δού]λῳ Θεο[κτ]ήστῳ f'[(xpoto)ena(9opíco)] (kai) 

στρατ(ηγῷ) Μ[α]κεδονία(ς) 

The dating of the seal in accordance with the type of the letter B and the style of abbreviation is 
closer to the mid-IX" century than to its last quarter. 

A person bearing this name is known from this time. He was protospatharios Theoktistos nick- 
named Bryenios, who, according to Constantine Porphyrogenitus, was forwarded to the Peloponnesos 
theme in the beginning of the reign of emperor Michael (842-865) against the revolting Slavs ahead of 
numerous troops “from Thrace, Macedonia and other western themes". In this case Theoktistos ap- 
peared as commander-of-chief similar to the domestikos of the schools who had been entrusted with 
the command of concrete military campaigns. The last mentioned activity was not implemented by 
Theoktistos (because Porphyrogenitus should not have missed it), so it could be assumed that he was 
a strategos of Macedonia. Perhaps he was put in charge of this military campaign because he was 
older and trustworthy in the eyes of the emperor. After its successful end, he imposed taxes on the 
Slavs as a strategos of Peloponnesos and forced them to respect the empire (see Nesbitt-Oikono- 
mides, DOS, 2, 22.38 about his seals from this time). 


46.3 N., πατρίκιος. βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (IX" century) 


In a private collection (N. Nikolov, Razgrad). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 24-29.5 (28?) 4 mm. W. 18.35 g. Incomplete 
imprint. The blank was larger than the diameter of the die. A deep scar done by corrosion on the reverse. 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.1). In the quarters: .@-.. || A8.. 


Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
is | TIATPI | ..A'CIIAO | CTPATH | MAKE | .ONI. 
T G(zoxó)ke βοήϑ(ει) [τ]ῷ [oo] 609 [A0 ......... πατρι[Κκ(φ) B] (πρωτο) σπα(ϑαρίῳ) [(kat)] 
στρατη(γῷ) Μακε[δ]ονί[α(ς)] 


46.4 Λέων β πρωτοσπαδάριος kai στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (IX"-X" century) 


Archaeological base, Develt, no. 90. Found during archaeological excavations in the commerciaria from its 
second period in sector Γ-ΠΤ, sq. 77. D. 19-20 mm: field 19 mm; thickness 3 mm. Blank too small for die. 
_ Incomplete imprint, perhaps due to weak pressing. 
Ed. Mopzianos, /[eeeam. Ne 56. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Between two borders of dots circular inscription: 
σος. OCHWA... 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+AEON | T'R'A'CIIA | QSCTPA | T.T'T'MAK | AONT 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήϑει τ]ῷ σῷ δ[ούλῳ] Λέωντ(ι) βἴπρωτο)σπαϑ(α)[ρ(ίῳ) (kai) στρατ[η]γ(ῷ) 
τ(ῆς) Μακ[ε]δωνί(ας) 
Several strategoi of Macedonia bearing this name and title are known from various narrative 
sources. Identification is pointless. Probably there was an administrative connection between the com- 
merciaria of Develtos and the strategos of Macedonia. 


46.5 Κωνσταντῖνος fnpotoonzad&pioc Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X^ century) 


In a private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-26 (26) 4 mm. W. 15.5 g. Incomplete imprint. 
Badly preserved. Holed and torn at the hole bored. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. A monogram (Pl. L6) containing the invocation Κύριε which is continued between the two 
dotted circles: ROHOEITOC.... 
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Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


-HK..CTIANT.'A'CII | AG'S.TPAT | ΗΓΦ.ΑΚΕΙ... Ας . 
«Κύριε βοήϑει τῷ o[ δούλῳ] Κ[ων]σταντ(ίνῳ) [β(πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ) (καὶ) [σ]τρατηγ(ῷ) 
[Μ]ακε[δονί]ας) 


46.6 Σωτήριχος πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X" century) 


a. In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-26 mm. Incomplete imprint with missing letters. Very well 
preserved specimen. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

b. In a private collection (V. Panteleev, Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-24 mm. W. 11.30 g. Three quarters of a 
copy with a badly preserved surface. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Unfortunately, I do not have an illustration of the first specimen in order to find out whether they belong to an identical 
die. The first two lines evidently coincide. 

Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram. In the quarters: 
TW-CO || δδ-λω 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
a) -COT . | PIXON. | TP'SCT. | MAKE.. | .AC 
b) +CW.H | PIXOH. .. | C..K€.. | N.. 
tK(ópu)e βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Σωτ(η)ρίχῳ π[α]τρ(ικίῳ) (Καὶ) στ[ρ(ατηγῷ) 
Μακε[δονί]ας 


46.7 Γουδέλιος ? βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X"-XI" centuries) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 11. Found during archaeological excavations in the Selishte Locality near Preslav, 
so called Grazhdanski complex, sq. G^. depth 0.30 m, on May 5*. 1974. D. 19-24 mm; field about 22.5 mm; 
thickness 2 mm. Incomplete imprint. Struck off-center probably because of slackened bulloterion. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Fragment of a patriarchal cross with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription: along border 
Of AOS? ντο AOVA’ 

Rey. Inscription of five lines: 

TOV. | .AIOCR’. | CHAG'SCT | .ATIT’MA | .€AON. |.. 

[-]Γου[δέ]λιος βΊ(πρωτο)]σπαϑ(άριος) (Καὶ) στ[ρ]ατηγ(ὸς) Μα[κ]εδον[ίας] 

The information is insufficient for identifying the person from the narrative sources but never- 
theless some suggestions could be done. Skylitzes reported that in 1028 Romanos Kourkouas, Bogdan, 
Glavas and Goudelios who were accused of conspiracy were blinded (Γουδέλιος, see Skylitzes, 
372.89). They had been reported to be together with Bulgarian Prince Prusian and this was the reason 
to accept that they were Bulgarian boyars (see translation in ΓΗΡΗ, 6, c. 298). But the name 
Γουδέλιος is too unusual to be Bulgarian. Skylitzes also wrote about a group of generals who took 
part in an expedition against the Saracens in 1032 and among them were Nikephoros Karantinos, 
George Maniakes and 6 Γουδελίου τοῦ Μανιάκη vióc (Skylitzes, 387.87). Although such an as- 
sumption seems far-fetched, it is known that the Glavas family was connected with Adrianoupolis and 
some of its representatives escaped to Bulgaria. Perhaps this Goudelios was formerly a strategos of 
Macedonia. 


46.8 Θεοφύλακτος πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Makedoviag (X"-XI"^ century) 
In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain, probably Preslav. D. 25-30 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. No parallels known. 
Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+KER’. | ΘΕΟΦ. | AAKTOTI. | .SCTPA. | TQ).QN | MAK 
+K(bpve β(οή)[ϑ(εὐ] Θεοφ[υ]λάκτο π[ατ(ρικίῳ)] (kai) στρα[τη]γῷ [τ]ῶν Μακ(εδονίας) 
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The coincidence of the names and the continuity of the titles and positions suggest that the owner 
of the seals was perhaps the same above mentioned Theophilaktos who was later appointed as duke of 
Adrianoupolis (see here no. 3.3). 


46.9 Ἰσαάκιος πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (XI^ century) 
Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17094. D, 23-25 (22) 2 mm. W. 9.10 g. Incomplete imprint, the peripheral letters 
are missing. The surface is well preserved. 
Ed. VYiopianon, Hpecaas, Ne 279. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons rising from base. Circular inscription along border 
of dots: ccs. WCWA’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+HCA.! HATP.. | SCTPA. |.ΓΜΑΚ. | AO. 
[*K(opue βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δ(ούλω) Ἠσα[κ(ίφ)] πατρ[ικ(ίω)] (kai) στρα[τη]γ(ῷ) 
Μακ[ε]δο[ν(ίας) 
The person of Isaac could be connected with several groups of seals which form the following 
cursus honorum: 
a) B πρωτοσπαδάριος kai στρατηγὸς Δρουγουβιτείας (see here no. 24.5) 
b) β πρωτοσπαδάριος kai στρατηγὸς Θράκης (see here no. 35.9) 
ο) πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 
4) ἀνθύπατος. πατρίκιος Καὶ κόμης τοῦ σταύλου (see Mopaanos, /7peciae, No 192). 


46.10 Ῥωμανὸς πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X" century) 

Museum of History. Silistra, not inventoried. Found during archaeological excavations in the same city in 1998. D. 
29-29 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. St. Theodore ? standing, holding a long spear (r. hand), |. hand on shield resting on the ground. 
Inscription on |. and on r., almost effaced: ... | E- €... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
i+PQUMA | NOTIATP | TKICISC | T PTT'M | ΚΕΔ 
+ Pouovo πατρικίῳ (καὶ) στρ(α)τ(η)γ(ῷ) Μ[α]Κκε(δονίας) 


46.11 Ῥωμανὸς ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X" century) 

a. In a private collection (N. Nikolov. Razgrad). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 25-26 (24) 2.5 mm. Wonderfully preserved 
although incoinplete imprint. 

b. In a private collection (N. Nikolov. Razgrad). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 24.5-24.5 (7) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

c. In a private collection (N. Nikolov. Razgrad). Find-spot: Preslav. D. 23-25 (7) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Badly 
preserved. 

d. In a private collection (V. Panteleev. Varna). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 28-29 mm. Incomplete imprint. Badly preserved. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Ob. St. Theodore standing, holding a long spear (r. hand), |. hand on a shield resting on the 
ground. Inscription in two columns: O-A-F-1 || O-€-O-A-.. Traces of the invocation around 
the image: +KEROHOI-TOCO).... 

Rey. Inscription of five lines: 

a)l.. OM. | .CANOV |. ΤΠΑΤΡΙΚ᾽5 | CTPATIT’M | AKEAON | 
b). POM. |... ANOV |.. . ATPIK . |... ΑΤΙΓΜ!Ι . KEAON | 
C)Il..... L... NOV |.. HATPIK'. |. ΤΡΑΤΙΓΜ! .. ΕΔΟΝ | 
d)].. OMA| ... ANOV |.. HATPIK'S| CTPATII'M| . KEAON | 


[:-]Ρ]ωμα[νὸ]ς ἀνθύ[π(ά)[τ(ος) πατρίκ(ιος) (kai) στρατιγ(ὸς) Μακεδονίας) 


One can suggest that the owner of this seal and the person above are identical. He already had the 
rank of an anthypatos in the second group. 
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46.12 N., β πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (X*-XI^ centuries) 


In a private collection (St. Bilik from Sofia). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-26 mm. Incomplete imprint. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). Vertical inscription in two 
columns: Θ-Ν I ||K-O-A' Circular inscription along border of dots: ΓΑΓΝΙΚ ἜΟΗ ......... 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


AA.. | ICR'A'CIIA | O’SCTPATH |.MAKEAQ | HAC 
+ "Ay(1£) Νικ(όλαε) βοή[ϑει τῷ σῷ δούλφ[..αλ..ις B'(1po10)ona (apto) (καὶ) στρατηγ(ῷ) 
Μακεδω[ν]ήας 


46.13 Δοβρυνος or Δοβρυλος N., στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας (XI" century) 


Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 14616. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-25 (20?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. The relief 
of the letters is half erased which makes them unclear and makes the reading of the text entirely problematic. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of an unidentified saintly bishop with a nimbus and beard. On the r. can be seen the ending 
of his name: I-Q). Traces, probably of the invocative inscription, are present around the image. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


AORPV. | CTPATI. |. AK€A...|. AAPA.. 

Aofpvv [.] στρατη[γ(ῷ) Μ]ακεδ[ον(ίας) τῷ] Aópao .... 

The main problem of this seal is its deciphering. One cannot be sure about the first or the last 
line. The homonym was written in the first line and it is Δοβρυνος or AoBpvAoc, or some third 
variant but its Slavonic provenance is certain. In the last line another toponym is written but when the 
first one, i.e. Macedonia, is taken into account, the second one should be Adrianoupolis mistakenly 
written. The other possibility is that the patronym of the seal owner has been written there. The possi- 
bilities for filling in the space are numerous. For information's sake I can point out that in the XI^ 
century, which is the general dating of the seal, there was someone called Δοβρωνᾶς ἄρχων Καὶ 
τοπάρχης τῆς Δαλματίας (see KekagMen, 300.24-25; 302.10). 


46.14 Ἰωάννης β᾽σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος Καὶ £k προσώπου Μακεδονίας 
(last quarter of the ΙΧ” century) 


Archaeological base, Develt, no. 156. Found during archaeological excavations of the commerciaria from its 
second period, sector I-III, sq. 41, depth 0.75 m. D. 11-21 mm; field 20? mm; thickness 2 mm. Originally 
good imprint but some portions of it are out of the blank. At the present moment only half of it is preserved. 
Broken along the line of the channel. 

Ed. lTiopnanos, Aleseam, No 57. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Between two borders of dots, frag- 
ment of invocation: - OK€........ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ANN Των ΘΑ ΠΑΤΕ | ..OCOIHO | .AKEA’ 

+O(c0td)ke [βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλφΊἸωά]νν[η β'σπα]δ(αρο)Κκα[νδιδ]άτ(ῳ) (καὶ) ἐ[κ 

πρ]οσόπο[υ Μ]αΚκεδ(ονίας) 

The deciphering of the homonym seems unproblematic although we have only half of it. The 
identification of the owner of the seal is impossible using the narrative sources. The title of John is 
lower than the one of the titular (see above no. 46.1-5). It can be assumed that he was a real &k 
προσώπου epi to the strategos of the Macedonia theme who did not have the chance to fulfill his 
functions or he was an acting strategos of Macedonia. 


46.15 Θεόφιλος νοτάριος Μακεδονίας (mid. 1X" century) 


Museum of History, Kurdzali. Discovered during excavations in the Perperek fortress. 
Unpublished. No parallels known. 
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LALLA ο ο ο... 





Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.3). In the quarters: .(0- ο || A8-AQ. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

ΘΕΟΦΙ | AW.NO. | APMAK. | AONHA 

Θεοτόκε Ponder [τ]ῷ σῷ δούλῳ Θεοφίλῳ [B']vo[z]ap(ie) Μακ[ε]δονήα 


46A. Μακεδονίας Καὶ Αδριανουπόλεως 


464.16 Στέφανος πατρίκιος, πραιπόσιτος, Καὶ πραίτωρ Μακεδονίας Καὶ 
᾿Αδριανουπόλεως (third quarter of the XI" century) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Shoumen. Found during archaeological excavations in the monastery of Patley- 
na near Preslav in the summer of 1990. D. 15-20 mm; field (?); thickness 3 mm. A fragment, about a quarter. 
Originally good imprint and the surface is well-preserved as well. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Mordtmann, Εὐρώπης. c. 86. Struck with the same boulloterion. This specimen makes possible the deci- 
phering of the seal from Preslav. 


Obv. Inscription of six lines: 

πον | TOC... | TOC... |.ΤΕΦ... | MPI... | πῶς... 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

Lo [ees] SS KEAO 1. SAAPI | ..TIOAE | -.C- 

[-Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σ[ῷ 8090.0) Σ]τεφ[άνῳ] π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) π[ραι]πωσ[ίτῳ βέστῃ (kai) 

πραίτωρι Μα]κεδο[νίας] (Καὶ) ᾿Αδρι[ανου]πόλε[ω]ς 

The seal generally dates to the third quarter of the XI^ century according to the inscribed titles 
and position. If it was really found in the monastery of Patleyna (we have some grounds to doubt this 
claim), then one may ask who was the person or which was the institution exchanging letters with the 
addressee in question. 


47. Μεσημβρίας 


This city was situated on the picturesque peninsula of the Bulgarian Black Sea shore near the 
present city of Nessebur. It was an important administrative, ecclesiastical and cultural centre 
during the Middle Ages. 

Its significance increased especially after the establishment of Bulgarian state in 681. It became 
an outpost of Byzantium which helped realize its policy of expansion against Bulgaria. 

The city of Meonupptag was captured for the first time by the Bulgarians in 812. Byzantine 
domination was restored during the reign of emperor Basil I (867-886). But it was finally 
annexed to the Bulgarian state as a result of the wars of Bulgarian Tzar Symeon 1 (893-927). 
There is no clear evidence when this exactly happened. It is known that the domestikos Leo fled 
to Messembria after the dismal defeat near Achelo in 917. Hence, the city was still under Byzan- 
tine domination. It shared the destiny of the other Eastern Bulgarian centers in 971 but nothing 
is known about its administrative structure until the mid-XI" century. The city was beyond the 
line of military operations and thus it failed to attract the interest of the chroniclers. 

During the second half of the XI" century the situation changed. As a result of mass inva- 
sions of the new nomadic tribes, the Byzantine domination in the present Northern and in some 
regions of southern Bulgaria was overthrown. The significance of the Bulgarian Black Sea cities 
and strongholds again increased. The situation from the VII^-TX'^ centuries recurred when the 
city was a centre of civil and military administration. 

Bibliography: M. Constantinides, ‘H Μεσημβρία τοῦ Εὐξείνου, 1, Athenes, 1945; l'iosenen, Auxuano-HeceOnp. 
- BCFK, 1, 325-355: Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, p. 173; Hopaanos, ITpecaae, p. 139. 
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The military and civil institutions of the city are presented mostly by sphragistic material. We 

hereby document all seals bearing the toponym Μεσημβρίας in view of its significance for the 
Bulgarian state. 
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During various periods the following dignitaries resided in the city: 
681-812: 


a) ἄρχων Μεσημβρίας 

Αδριανός β’στράτωρ Καὶ ἄρχων Μεσημβρίας (VIII century). Represented by a single 
specimen found in Constantinople (Zacos, Seals, I, no. 1981A). 

2. Αλέξανδρος ὕπατος, β᾽σπαϑάριος kai ἄρχων Μεσημβρίας (VIII? century). Represented 
by a single specimen found in Constantinople (Zacos, Seals, I, no. 1694; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS, 1, no. 77.1). 

3. Θεόδωρος ὕπατος kai ἄρχων Μεσημβρίας (VIII century). Represented by two speci- 
mens found in Constantinople (see Ebersolt, Constantinople, p. 223, no. 300; Zacos, Seals, I, 
no. 2432). 

4. N., β’᾽σπαδάριος Καὶ ἄρχων Μεσημβρίας (VIII century). Represented by a single speci- 
men found in Constantinople (Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2368; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 77.3). 

5. N., B’ Κανδιδᾶτος Καὶ ἄρχων Μεσημβρίας (VIII?-IX' centuries). Represented by a single spec- 
imen found in Constantinople (Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2577; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 77.2). 

b) Κομμερκιάριος Μεσημβρίας 

This was the first and, during certain periods, the only Byzantine commerciaria which served 
Bulgarian-Byzantine relations. Therefore we would like to comment briefly on the establish- 
ment of this commerciaria and its subdivision in Messembria (we have used the monograph of 
Bibicou-Antoniadis, H. Recherches sur les douanes a Byzance, Paris, 1963, and the review of 
Oikonomides, Kommerkiarioi, 33-53). 


Seals of the commerciaria of Messembria: 

681-728-729: γενικὸς Κομμερκιάριος ἀποϑήκης Μεσημβρίας : 

1. Κοσμᾶς ἀπο ὑπάτων καὶ γενικὸς Κομμερκιάριος ἀποϑήκης Μεσημβρίας (690-691). Rep- 
resented by a single specimen found in Constantinople (see Mordtmann, Grece, p. 292, no. 4; 
Zacos, Seals, I, p. 182, pl. 30, n. 1). 

2.᾿Αποϑήκης τῶν βασιλικῶν koupepktov τῆς Μεσημβρίας (695-696). Represented by a single spec- 
imen found in Constantinople (see Regling, Bleisiegel, III, p. 96; Zacos, Seals, I, p. 182, pl. 30, n. 2). 

3.Θεο.......καὶ γενικὸς Κομμερκιάριος ἀποδήκης Μεσημβρίας (698-699)/(713-14). Represented 
by a single specimen found in Constantinople (see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 200a; Nesbitt-Oikono- 
mides, DOS, 1, no. 77.9). 

4. Κωνσταντῖνος ἀπὸ ἐπάρχων καὶ γενικὸς Κομμερκιάριος ἀποϑήκης Μεσημβρίας (700 
and 702). Represented by a single specimen found in Constantinople (see JInxaues, Moausdoey.01, 
ταδη. LXXIII.7; Zacos, Seals, I, p. 155, pl. 10, n.2). 

5. Σύνετος Καὶ Νικήτας ἀπὸ ἐπάρχων καὶ γενικὸς Κομμερκιάριος ἀποϑήκης Μεσημβρίας 
(713-714). Represented by four specimens struck by different die or bulloterion (see Zacos, Seals, 
I, no. 217 a-c; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 77.10 a-c). 

6. Θωμᾶς πατρίκιος γενικὸς λογοϑέτης Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος ἀποδήκης Μεσημβρίας (722- 
723). Represented by a single specimen found in Constantinople (see Zacos, Seals, I, πο. 232a; 
Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 77.11). 

730-812: τὰ βασιλικὰ koppépkia Μεσημβρίας: 

7. τὰ βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια Μεσημβρίας (731-732). Represented by a single specimen found 
in Constantinople (see Zacos, Seals, 1, no. 244; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 77.5). 

8. τὰ βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια Μεσημβρίας (732-733): Represented by a single one only specimen 
found in Constantinople (see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 247; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 71.6). 

9. τὰ βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια Μεσημβρίας (735-736). Represented by a single specimen found 
in Constantinople (see JIuxaues, Monuedoeyaw, Tab. LXXV.11). 

10. τὰ βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια Μεσημβρίας (736-737). Represented by two specimens found in 
Constantinople that are preserved in the Hermitage M-7297 (JIuxayes, Moaueooeyawi, Taba, 
LXXV.1) and DO. 55. 1. 4398 (Zacos, Seals, I, no. 247; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no.77.6). 

11. τὰ βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια Μεσημβρίας (736/737 or 738/739). Represented by a single spec- 
imen found in Sicilia (see Kislinger, E.- Seibt, W. Sigilli byzantini di Sicilia, Archivio storico 
Messinese, 75, Messina, 1998, 13-14. 
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12. τὰ βασιλικὰ koupépkia Μεσημβρίας (747-748). Represented by four specimens found in 
Constantinople which are preserved in: Fogg A. M. 1739; DO 47.2.107, 47.2.108 and 47.2.193 
(see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 256 a-c; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 77.8 a-d). 

13. τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια Μεσημβρίας (741-750). Represented by six specimens found in 
Constantinople. They are struck with a different bulloterion or die and preserved in different 
collections: Hermitage M-7970, 7991 (see JIuxayes, MoaueOoeyatbi, ra6n. LXXV, 3,6); G. Zacos 
(see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 259 a,d); DO 47.2.109 and DO 55.1.4400 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, 
DOS, 1, nos. 71.17-18) . 

14. τὰ βασιλικὰ koupépkia Μεσημβρίας (751-775). Represented by a single specimen found 
in Constantinople (see Ebersolt, Constantinople, no. 334; Zacos, Seals, I, 182-183, pl. 30). 

Thus a commerciaria was established in Messembria right after the setting up of the Bulgarian 
state. Its earliest known seals are dated to 690-691. The further development of this commerciaria 
is also known from its seals. Conforming to the general rules of the Empire, they determined the 
place of the commerciaria as one of the most important centres of Byzantium in this region. 

On the 4" of November, 812 the Bulgarians seized Messembria and in 815-816 a peace treaty 
was signed. This treaty fixed the border line between Bulgaria and Byzantium near Develtos 
and in this way Messembria remained within the Bulgarian borders. The commerciaria was 
moved to Develtos in order to facilitate the contacts between the two countries. This choice was 
successful because Develtos was connected with the empire by sea and land and it was situated 
on the main land road between the Bulgarian capital and Constantinople. Therefore, the last 
seals of the commerciaria are from 751-775. We do not have any information from later seals and 
the reasons for this were probably connected with the relations between Bulgaria and Byzantium. 

For too long (at least until 832-833) the commerciaria kept a seal which had fallen into disuse bearing 
an impersonal inscription: + τῶν βασιλικῶν κομμερκίων. It was probably aimed to emphasize the con- 
tinuity between τὰ βασιλικὰ Κομμέρκια Δεβελτοῦ and τὰ βασιλικὰ κομμέρκια Μεσημβρίας. 

c) κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (864 to 913-917) 

The seals presented below are the only documentary sources testifying to the existence of this 
institution in the city. 

The klesourarches was administrative and military governor of a mountain province, a small- 
er theme consisting of mountain chains and mostly of gorges which were fortified to beat back 
the enemy. He was an officer subordinate the strategos of the respective neighbourly theme but 
he was appointed directly by the emperor and was subordinate directly to him. The klesourar- 
ches also enjoyed administrative rights in his region. Quite often the kleisourarches developed 
into themes (see Ahrweiler, Recherches, 81-82; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 342). 


Seals which belonged to the kleisourarches of Messembria: 


47.1 ᾿Αλέξιος β᾽σπαδαροκανδιδᾶτος kai κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (X' century) 


Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 22131. D. 20-26 (20?) 3 mm. W. 7.50 g. The imprint is not complete and is 
broken in two with a fragment missing. 
Ed. Mopaanos, /7peca2ae, Ne 280. No parallels known. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Along border of dots circular inscription: 
-KCROHOEIT(O...OVA() 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ἜΑΛΕΞ.. | RIIAO'K. | NA’SKAIC8 | PAP.MECH | M.IAC 
ἜΚ(ύρι)ε βοήδει τῷ [σῷ δ]ούλῳ ᾽Αλεξ[ίῳ] β]σ]παδ(αρο)Κκ[α]νδ(ιδάτῳ) (καὶ) 
κλισουράρ[χ(ῃ)] Μεσημ[βρ]ίας 


47.2 Βασίλεος ? β σπαδαροΚκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 
(IX*-X* centuries) 


In a private collection (E. Kosev from Shoumen; offered for purchase by the Museum of History, Shoumen). 
Find-spot: uncertain, probably Preslav. D. 15-23 mm. Half of an originally good imprint. 
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Unpublished. No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps. Between two borders of dots, inscription: 


aei WCWAOVA. 
Rey. Inscription of five lines: 


CL. | CA | ..OKANA | ..IC8PX | ..CEMP | 

[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήϑει τ]ῷ σῷ δούλ[ῳ Βα]σι[λείῳ βἸσ]πα[ϑαρ]οκανδ(ιδάτῳ) [(καὶ) 

κλι]σουρ(άρχῃ [Με]σεμ(β)ρ(ίας) 

This specimen stands close to the following one but it is impossible to be certain that they 
refer to the same person. 


47.3 Γεώργιος β᾽σπαδάριος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (IX^-X'^ centuries) 


Archaeological base, Debelt, no. 148. Found during geodetic works in the commerciaria, sector D-II, sq. 18/18; 
23/28 or 33/38. D. 23-25 (20) 3 mm.W. 8.75 g. Very good imprint, well preserved. 
Ed. Mopzanos, /Jeaezm, No 58. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Along border of dots circu- 
lar inscription: + KEROHOITWCWA8 A’ 


Rey. Inscription of five lines: 


ΓΕΩΡΓ | IOR'CIIAOG' | K’KAHCOVP | HAPX.MEC | EMRP. 
*K(opue βοήϑ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Γεωργίῳ β᾽σπαϑ(αρίῳ) κ(αὶ) κλησουρηάρχ[η] 
Μεσεμβρ[ί(ας) 


47.4 Παγκράτιος βπρωτοσπαδάριος ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας καὶ 
κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας (X" century) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 664. Found in the area of the southern Gate of the inner city of Preslav. 
_D. 20-20.5 (18) 2.2 mm. W. 5.50 g. Well preserved but incomplete imprint. The end letters are missing. 
Ed. Mopzanos, /7peczae, Ne 281. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with decoration stars in each upper quarter; fleurons rising 
from base. Along border of dots circular inscription: .... HO€CITWCW AOVA(Q) 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


+TIAKP | AT'R'A'CIIAO | MIT MEPE. | .P'SKAH.. | IAPXM..| ..RPIA. 

[-Κ(ύρι)ε βο]ήϑ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Πακρατ(ίῳ) B'(xpwto)onaW(apiw) [ἐ]πὶ τ(ῆς) 

μεγ(άλης) ἐ[τε]ρ(είας) (καὶ) κλει[σουρ]ιάρχ(ῃ) Μ[εσημ]βρία[ς] 

When we published the seals of the si: ‘cgeia of Preslav, we assumed a priori that these 
two specimens belonged to Alexios and Pans:atios, klesourarcheses of Messembria and dated 
to the time after 971 because they are found in Preslav. This was also confirmed by other evi- 
dence of the concrete historical milieu. 

The discovery of a seal which belonged to Γεώργιος β᾽σπαδάριος καὶ κλεισουράρχης 
Μεσημβρίας in the closed archaeological complex dating to 913-917 at the latest raises a ques- 
tion in the present publication: when exactly was the kleisoura of Messembria founded? 

There are three possibilities: it existed during the period between 864 and 913-917; it was 
reestablished after 971 or shortly before this time; and the kleisoura of Messembria existed only 
during the XI" century. 

A definite answer could be provided only by an exact dating of the seals which belonged to 
the kleisourarcheses of Messembria but unfortunately this is impossible. Nevertheless we can 
approach the problem concretely: 

The seal ο Βασίλειος} οτ᾿Αλέξιος) β'σπαδαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 
dates to the last quarter of the IX" century according to its iconographical subject. The seal of 
Γεώργιος β’σπαδάριος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας found in the closed archaeological com- 
plex dates to 913-917 at the latest. Its iconographical subject and paleography point to the late 
IX" century or the early X^ century as well. The evidence is not sufficient to exclude the dating of 
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the other two seals (of ᾿Αλέξιος βσπαδαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας and 
Παγκράτιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας καὶ κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας) 
to the time before 971 and, more exactly, to the first decades of the X" century. 

A conclusion based on the above written sources could be made that the kleisoura of 
Messembria existed during the period between 864-913 and 917. The discovery of two speci- 
mens which belonged to the kleisourarcheses of Messembria in the Bulgarian capital city of 
Preslav could be explained by the role of Messembria as a negotiator in the settling of border 
disputes between the two countries. 

As the above-mentioned information reveals, the seals presented here illustrate the increasing 
role of this administrative and military unit considering the rank of the titularies. The last men- 
tioned titulary had the highest position and it is possible that he executed the effective office of 
ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας, i.e. the guards or part of them were forwarded to Messembria in 
connection with some concrete military operation and its commander was entrusted with the 
management of the klesourarchea of Messembria. Such moments were undoubtedly possible 
considering the Bulgarian-Byzantine war in 917 and the defeat near Anchialos. 

d) £k προσώπου τῆς Μεσημβρίας (971-1092): 

In this case the seals presented below are the only evidence for the existence of such a unit 
in Messembria. 

Who held the title of £k mpoownov? There are two possible answers: the emperor himself 
or the strategos of the neighbouring theme, most probably Thrace. 

In the first case Messembria could be considered to be a theme of lower rank than others 
and its titulary was £k προσώπου directly responsible to the emperor. 

In the second case ἐκ προσώπου τῆς Μεσημβρίας was probably a proxy of the strategos or 
the judge of the Thrace theme in the city of Messembria and its vicinity. 


Seals of ἐκ προσώπου τῆς Μεσημβρίας: 

1. Αντρόνικος διοικητής Καὶ ἐκ προσώπου ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως Καὶ Μεσημβρίας (see no. 10.3). 

2. Θεόδωρος πρωτοσπαϑάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μεσημβρίας (XI c.). 

Represented by a single specimen in the Fogg A. M. collection, no. 1891 (seeNesbitt-Oikono- 
mides, DOS, 1, no. 77.4). 

3.Τωάννης σπαδαροΚανδιδᾶτος, β)νοτάριος τοῦ εἰδικου λόγου καὶ ἐκ προσώπου 
Μεσημβρίας (XI c.). 

Represented by a single specimen of the Henri Seyrig collection (see Seyrig, no. 185). 

4. Κυριακός σπαδαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τοῦ μαγλαβίου καὶ £k προσώπου Μεσημβρίας (ΧΙ! c.). 

Represented by a single specimen (see Auction Münz Zentrum, 98, 5-7.05.1998, no. 648). 
Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding the Child Christ in l. arm. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 

OK €R'O'|KVPIAK.|CIIAO'KAA|..IT'MAT |SCA'COITM€CH| ΜΕΡΕΙ | 

5. Μεϑόδιος Σολομών πρωτοσπαϑάριος, β᾽νοτάριος καὶ £k προσώπου Μεσημβρίας. 
Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

M€OOA | A'CIIAO'R'N.. | APSEKIIP | COITM€CIM | RPIACTO | COAOM" 

Μεδοδ(ίφ) (πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ) β᾽ν[οτ]αρ(ίῳ) (καὶ) ἐκ πρ(ο)σώπ(ου) Μεσιμβρίας τῷ 

Σωλομ(ῶντι) 

Presented by a single specimen in the MK Wien collection, no. 53. Unpublished, but its 
evidence has been used several times (see Seibt, B/eisiegel, S. 299; Seyrig, p. 133), and the homo- 
nym has been wrongly read as 'Iuépiog. Therefore we hereby document it. 

The above presented seals of ἐκ προσώπου τῆς Μεσημβρίας and mostly no. 1 corroborate 
the statement that at a certain point the judge or the strategos of the Thrace theme dispatched 
his proxy to the main cities of the theme Arkadioupolis and Messembria. Later the combination 
of his duties in these two cities proved hard and therefore the next £k προσώπου were authorized 
only for Messembria. The titles and especialy the offices of the titularies confirm the fiscal and 
administrative functions of these £k προσώπου instead of the military ones. 
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e) Κατεπάνω Μεσημβρίας 

It is difficult to define exactly when Messembria had been put ahead of a catepanate 
because in this case the seals are again the only available sources. 

According to their and supplementary information known about the city and its vicinity, 
the situation is as follows: 

The strategic role of the city and its direct connection by sea with Constantinople were 
generally restored during the third quarter of the XI^ century. Then the navy which defended 
the Black Sea shore and the debouchment of the Danube River was transferred there. This fact 
suggested that initially Messembria was annexed to the former catepanate of Adrianoupolis 
(see here no. 3.9). Later, during the 1060s-1070s, when Adrianoupolis was threatened, Messem- 
bria developed into an independent catepanate. At this time the navy resided there and the city 
had the opportunity to maintain permanent contacts with the other regions of the empire. 


47.5 Βλαδτζερτης / Βαλατζέρτης μάγιστρος Καὶ Κατεπάνω Μεσημβρίας 


(605-705 of the XI" century) 
Museum of History, Sliven, no. 216. Found during excavations of the stronghold near the village of Zlati voivo- 

da, district of Sliven, on the embankment of the citadel on August 20'^, 1993; sq. 69/3; depth 0. 20 m. D. 27- 

27 mm; field 23 mm; thickness 4 mm. Very well imprinted and excellently preserved specimen. 
Unpublished. 

Parallels: Zacos, Seals, 11, no. 1059. Struck with the same die. 
Obv. Inscription of five lines: 

*KC€R'O'| TOCWAS | AWRAAA | TZEPT |- H - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

MATIC | TPOSKA | ΤΕΠΑΝΩ | MECHMRPI | AC 

+K(opve β(οήγϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βλαδτζέρτῃ/ Βαλατζέρτῃ μαγίστρῳ (koi) Κατεπάνω 

Μεσημβρίας 

In the publication quoted above the Slavonic origin of the name Βλαδτζερτης is asserted. 

The separation of Messembria as an independent unit in the context of the administrative 
changes related to it can be dated to the 1060s-1070s. The territorial scope of this catepanate is 
unknown but surely it did not cover only the territory of this city. 

The discovery of this specimen in the stronghold near the village of Zlati voyvoda raises 
questions: Whom did the katepano of Messembria write letters to? What was the reason for that? 

It is not very likely that the stronghold and its garrison were directly subject to the catepanos 
of Messembria. More probably, they were related to the catepanate of Adrianoupolis but, as it 
was stressed above, during certain periods these two military-administrative units were bound 
together. Thus, there was always a necessity for coordination and mutual operations between 
the catepanos of Messembria and the local military or administrative governor. 

It has to be remembered that this was the time of mass invasions of the Guzes and of an 
unsuccessful attempt of the magistroi Basil Apokapes and Nikephorus Botaniates to stop their 
entering into the country. Probably this was the reason for fortifying the next defense line of the 
Empire situated on the Balkan range and sub-Balkan range. 

The appointment of a katepano who was not Byzantine but close by birth to the invaders 
was probably motivated by the mentioned reasons too. 

Who was this katepano of Messembria? 

The reading of the homonym proposed by Zacos could be correct. Then the name 
Βαλτξερτης could be related to the Slavonic name Vladchert, i.e. a person who prevails over the 
sinister forces. Although we have to emphasize that the last letter of the third line is uncertain 
and could be A but A as well and the name could be Βαλατζερτης. 

Thus some other possibilities for analysis are open. John Skylitzes mentioned two Pecheneg 
leaders named Βαλτζάρ, father and son of the patrikios Kegen, who came over to the side of the 
Empire (Skylitzes, 455.42; 465.43). Concerning his son Βαλτζάρ, we are of the opinion that 
after the attempt on the life of his father in 1050, he kept his office in the Empire and was 
nominated with the corresponding title. Probably this title was initially equal to that of his 





122 











father, i.e. patrikios, and later on, about the 1060s he was promoted to the rank of magistros. It 
is possible that this person was appointed as katepano of Messembria during the 1060s-1070s 
because he was by birth related to the nomadic tribes and he knew their tactics and strategy. 

Another possibility is suggested by the text of an inscription found near to the village of 
Urumcik in Turkey where the ancient city of Traianoupolis was located from 1069 (Asdracha, 
C., Ch. Bakirtzis, Inscriptions byzantines de Thrace (VIIIe-XVe siecles).- Archeologiko deltio, 
35, 1980, Athenes, 1986, p. 257, no. 15). 

Naturally, the cases mentioned above are just opportunities for analysis. In any case, this 
Byzantine general being a head of a strategically important port of the empire was connected 
with the nomadic invaders and this was a tradition of the empire in its campaigns against simi- 
lar invasions. 

f) ἀναγραφεὺς Μεσημβρίας 
47.6 N., σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς 

Μεσημβρίας ὁ ἂνθροπος τοῦ βασιλέος (XI* century). 

In a private collection (Ivan Yotov from Yambol). Find-spot: the village of Melnitza, district of Elhovo. D. 28-29 mm. 

Weakly imprinted, cracked and holed in the centre due to corrosion. All this makes its text difficult to read. 

Ed. Jordanov, Melnitza, no. 56. No parallels known. 
Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding medallion of Christ before her. 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 

et | .P'AA'CTII. |. CKA'SAN. | TPA®.. ECH | ..PIA'O |. NOCT. | RACI 

[.....σπαϑα]ρ(οκαν)δ(ι)δ(ᾶτος) ἐπὶ [τ(οῦ) Χρ(υσοτρι)]γκλ(ίνου) (καὶ) ἀν[α]γραφ[ε(ὺς) 

Μ]εση[μβ]ρία(ς) ὁ [ἀ]νθίροπος) τ[οῦ] βασι(λέος) 

g) ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσηµβρίας 

Messembria is an old Christian centre. In the beginning it was a bishopric subordinate to 
the metropolitan of Adrianoupolis. It was an autocephalous archbishopric from 640 and was 
included in all notitiae until the time of Alexius I Komnenos. The metropolitan of Messembria 
attended a synodal session in 1140 which gives us reasons to suggest that the chair was elevated 
earlier to this rank (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 666; Asdracha, Thrace, 243-244). 

The names of the following bishops of the city from the VII?-XII^ century are known (see 
the lists in Σταμούλης, Θρακικά, 137-138; Asdracha, Thrace, 290-292): 

1. Πέτρος - attended the VI^ ecumenical council in 680; 

2. Μάμαλος or Μάρκελος - mentioned in 692; 

3. Λέων - participated in synodal sessions in 783, 787 u 789; 

4. Δαυὶδ - mentioned as bishop in 850 (the same person has a seal where he is called arch- 
bishop, see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 857); 

5. Τιμόθεος - participated in the church council in 879; 

6. Κωνσταντῖνος - participated in synodal sessions in 1030; 

7. Γρηγόριος - participated in a session which renounced the papal anathema in 1054; 

8. Ἰλλαρίων - his name was mentioned in a session of the Synod in 1092; 

9. Λουκᾶς - it is suggested that he was the first metropolitan of the city who was promoted 
in the first quarter of the XII" century; 

10. Ἰωάννης - mentioned in an act of the emperor in 1147; 

11. Θεόδωρος - participated in a synodal session in May 1157; 

12. Βασίλεος - participated in a synodal session in 1170, 1171 u 1173. 


47.7 Ἰλλαρίων ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας (XI? century) 


His name is inscribed on five seals imprinted with the same boulloterion which originate from the strategeia of 
Preslav. The last one is unpublished and is privately owned. 

Ed. Mopaanos, I7pecaae, Νο 390-393. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. 1.3). In the quarter: TO)-CO) || A8-AQ@ 
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Rev. Inseription of five lines: 

IAAPI | ONAPX | CHICKITI MECHR | PIA 

ἙΘεοτόκε βοήθει τῷ σῷ δούλο Ἰλλαρίων ἀρχεπισκ(ό)π(ῳ) Μεση(μ)βρία(ς) 

Phe name of Hilarion, Archbishop of Messembria. was mentioned in a speech of Nicetas of 
Ancyra delivered during a session of the Synod in 1092 when the right of the prelates to resign 
was discussed. Phe name of this archbishop was quoted as a negative example of a prelate who 
delivered his resignation after leaving his post (sce Darrozes, J. Documents inedits d'Ecclesiologie 
byzantine.- Archives de l'Orient chretien, no. 10. Paris, 1966, L.18-21, 9-11). Therefore. Hilarion 
was archbishop of Messembria before 1092. 

As regards the identification of this prelate with the owner of the seals discussed, W. Seibt 
expresses his reservations (BZ, 89, S. 137) and suggests dating them to the X-XI century. 








47.8 Μιχαήλ ἀρχιεπίσκοπος MeonuBptac (second half of the ΧΙ" century) 

Museum of Archaeology, Pomorie. Orginates from the same city, D. 18-21 (over 20) 3 mm. Good imprint but 
the periphery of the molybdobull seems to have been cut or the blank was formed in advance but it is 
evident that the entire dies did not cover it. Reading the text is most difficult in the third line. The name or 
the beginning of the name of the titular and his office should be written there. The suggestion which | 
made: . Ez [Μ]ιχ(αὴλ} seems acceptable. 

Ed. Hopaanos, Auxiao, Ne 17, No parallels known, 

Oby. Bust of the Virgin with a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP l| OV. 

Rev. Inseription of six lines: 

ΣΘΚΕΚ ΟΙ TOCQASBA' | TAPENI] CROTIOME€ | CHMRPI i. Cl 

*O(cotó)ke B(on)O(ei) τῷ σῷ ovko) [Μ]ιχίαὴλ) ἀρ(χυεπισκόπο Μεσηιβρί[α!ς 

If the reading is correct, the owner of the seal is the archbishop of Messembria Michael. Π 
is generally dated to the second half of the XI century. 

Michael could have occupied the chair of Messembria after Gregory and before Hilarion 
in the list of prelates from the second half of the XI century. 


48. Μεσοποταμίας 


It was situated along the lower course of the Euphrates River and was not related to ancient 
Mesopotamia at all. The Arabs recaptured this territory and turned it into a theme. This 
happened during the period between 899 and 911 or later in 911. Four Mesopotamias are re- 
ported in the Escurial Tactic. The catepanate of Mesopotamia and the strategeia of Western 
Mesopotamia are assumed to have included some territories of the newly captured Bulgarian 
ands and they were located in the region of the lower Danube (see the commentary at 35A). 
The dukedom and strategeia of Mesopotamia are to be located in the region mentioned above. 





During the XI? century Mesopotamia was only a single unit, c tepanate or dukedom according 
ο the evolution of this position. | 











ej ; à . : 
Bibliography: Honigman, Ostgrence, 69-70: Pertusi, De tem. 139-140: Oikonomides, Listes, 349. 354. 363 Chev- 
net, Du strateg au duc, 189; Kühn, ρου p. 182. 


48.1 No... kot στρατηγὸς Μεσοποταμίας (LX?-X' century) 


Museum of History. Haskovo. Found in the stronghold near the village of Izvorovo, district of Haskovo. 
D. 17.7-17,8 mm: field 17 mm: thickness 5.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. More than half of the blank is out of 
_the die, Well preserved specimen. 
Ed. Hopaanos, Mapiua-IHsrok, Ne. 5. 
No parallels known, 


Oby. Portion of invocative cruciform monogram (pl. LI). In the quarters:..-..1.8-AC() 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

NN Los | SCTP. | ΕΟΟΠΟ. | MHA 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήϑει [τῷ σῷ δ]ούλῳ ........ (kai) στρ(α)[τ(ηγῷ) Μ]εσοπο[τα]μία(ς) 
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The dating of the specimen according to the paleography of some of the letters and its 
whole appearance is not later than the IX'^ century. The seal probably belonged to one of the 
first strategoi of Mesopotamia. It is interesting that the correspondence from the strategos of 
Macedonia was also received in the same stronghold at the same time (see no. 46.1a). 


48.2 Μιχαὴλ. βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω Μεσοποταμίας (1060s-1070s) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 24644. D. 23-25 (20) 3 mm. W. 12.40 g. Although the imprint is complete, 
it has been made on the lower part of the blank. 

Ed. Ytopnanon, I7pecnae, Ne 282. 

Parallels: Two specimens are known to have been struck with the same die: Schlumberger, Inedits, V, no. 213; 


Nesbitt-McGeer-Oikonomides, DOS, 4, no. 55.9. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
*K€RO | HOEITO |COAOVM | RECTAP | XOV 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
- o - | KEKATE | ΠΑΝΟΜΕ | ΠΑΝΟΜΕ | COIIOT | MIAC 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήδει to co δούλ(ῳ) Μιχ(αὴλ) βεστάρχου kè Κατεπάνο Meconos(a)uta 


48.3 N., βσπαδάριος Καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μεσοποταμίας (IX?-X'^ centuries) 


a. Museum of History, Haskovo, no. 1228. Found during archaeological excavations in the summer of 1977 in 
the Assaria area near the town of Simeonovgrad on the northern slope of the stronghold of Constantia. 
D. 23.5-25 mm; field (?); thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Big portions are out of the blank. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Mapuua-M3rok, Ne 7. 

b. In a private collection (N. Nikolov, Razgrad). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-28 mm; field (273): thickness 3 mm. 
W. 8.58 g. Incomplete imprint. Big portions are out of the blank. 


Unpublished. 


Obv. Portion of invocative cruciform monogram. In the quarters: T@-C. || .8-A@ 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


a) .....| .. QR... | APIO.. |.ΠΡΟΟΟ. | M€CO. | .... 

b) .....| ORCH .. | PI... | POC.... |. M€... 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε βοήδει τῷ σ[ῷ δ]ούλῳ ...... o β᾽σπ[αδ]αρίῳ [(kai) £k] προσό[που] 
Μεσο[ποταμίας] 


It is impossible to decipher the homonym because of the incomplete imprint. The reading 
of the toponym is unreliable to a certain extent. According to the features of the specimen, the 
specimen is to be dated to the late IX* or early X" century. The owner of the seal was ἐκ 
προσώπου of Mesopotamia but what was his position? Either he substituted the titular strate- 
gos, or the seal reflected an earlier period when Mesopotamia was not a theme and ἐκ προσώπου 
was actually a strategos of the smaller theme according to the opinion of Oikonomides (Oikono- 
mides, Listes, p. 342). 

After the second half of the IX" century Constantia was within the borders of the Bulgarian 
state. This fact raises a question: what was the reason for the presence of this seal there? Probably 
the troops of the Mesopotamia theme sojourned in this region of the empire and thus the corre- 
spondence from its two titularies was received in two neighbourly strongholds of this countryside. 


48.4 Λέων β᾽σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος kai τουρμάρχης Μεσοποταμίας (X" century) 


a. Museum of History, Shoumen, no. 1234/4. Found in Silistra and bought here. D. 25-25 mm; field 29 mm; 
thickness 0.9 mm. Very clear imprint. All details of the image and text can be seen. The blank is too thin 
and we do not see a channel for the string. The periphery of the imprint made was cut with scissors. A 
fragment is broken, about a third of the imprint. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

b. Privately owned. A plaster cost is preserved in the collection of Prof. T. Gerassimov. A note on the reverse 
informs that the original was in the collection of Dr. V. Haralanov from Shoumen. D. 18.5-20 mm; field 20 
mm; thickness ? mm. The imprint is complete but weak and a little effaced. Moreover, it is struck off- 
center and shaped later. Probably comes from Silistra like the specimens of Dr. V. Haralanov. 
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Unpublished. No parallels known, 


‘| he (wo specimens are struck with the same dic. 


Ody. ist of st, Michael in imperial vestments holding a scepter (r. hand) and globus cruciver 


. handy, Along border of dots circular inscriptions... TOCA’ 
Rey, Icon of five lines: 
a) FAC! (ONT RCL ΘΟ ΚΑΝΑΔΑ TSPMAPX) : ΜΕ 


b) tA TORN τ Π | O KANAA | TSPMAPXN NE€CTI 
[+ Koes Bondi B 


] = Go δολ) Λέωνίτι) 
τουρμάρχίη) Μεσοποταμίας) 





(αρο)κανδ(ι)δ(ώάτο [tkoi)] 
The dating of the specimens is generally to the N^ century and it raises the question: what 

was the charaeter of the correspondence received in the Bulgarian city of Dristra? 

49, Μιτυλήνης 


The main city of the island of Lesbos. In the ἘΝ” century the island of Mytelene constituted a 


separate fiscal entity with a separate dioiketes. By the middle of the same century it seems to 





have become the seat ofa strategos, The existence of a imperial domain constituting a curatoria 
can he deduced trom seals of the N?-XP* century; In the XI? century the curator was at a cer- 
tain point entrusted with the administration and the defense of u 

mides, DOS. 2. p. 51). 


10 pland (sec Nesbitt-Oikono- 








49.1 Ἰωάννης N.. κριτῆς kat μέγας κουράτωρ Μιτυλήνης (XI century) 

In a private collection (van Yotow from Yamboli bind-spet: the stronghold near the village of Melnitza. D. 17- 
i9 mni. Weak and iliegible imprint l sits read it. 

Ud. Jordanov, Molnitza. no; 32. No parallels km 

Ohr, Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla : ..]|] OV. 

Κον. Inscription of six lines: 
OKE. d1OQUKPTE ]RATMGEA. 1 TOP. | MITVAHN. | T.KAI 
[+] Ofeotdjwe [Bon iter) Hotivv oa Ms np ket ue ps Loj] Miu MitzuXAv[nis .....] 


50. MoyXtvov 


por Was an important strategic and political centre of the medieval Bulgarian state. The 
later Bulgarian p ch and kavkhan πα there. Tt was seized by the Byzantines and emperor 
m i (976-1025) himself took part in the attack. After the takeover the stronghold was 
destroyed ΠΗ n events see 3aarapeku, Homopus, 1.2. 708-709). 

Concerning the place of MoyAgvov in the Byzantine administrative structure, we do not know 
anything after its conquest but it became a centre of events again during the last quarter of the 
XI? century, 

According to what was written by Anna Komnena in 1083, Bohemund of Tarentum settled 
there and recovered the stronghold. He encamped there a garrison led by one count Saracenus 








Three months later the great domestikos Gregory Pakourianus besieged Moglena and αι. 
it. He Killed Saracenus and razed the stronghold to the ground (see edvekceuada, e. 47). 
Accordi HA o the information of chrysobulls of Alexius I Komnenos dated to May 1086 and 
October 1089 and related to the monastery Lavra, Moglena was a centre of the eponymous 
os, 48-49), 


According to the chronicle of John Zonaras and other sources confirming it, after the battle 


theme (sec AUR I, 








at Levunium in 1091 emperor Alexius I Komnenos "chose a lot of young anc strong men and 
moved them together with their wives and children to the Moglena theme. Then he organized a 
special military detachment consisting of these men. They are still called “Pec icnegs of Mogle- 
a^ by the place of their settlement" (see 3onapa, 204-205), 

The name of the Moglena theme was also reported in August 1181 in a praktikon of the 
mperor Alexius H Komnenos (1180-1182), in which he commanded Andronikos Batatzes in 
is quality of zov Κομανικῶν προνοιών £v τῷ θεματι MoyXcvov (see Lavra, 1. no. 65). 
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In the light of the information provided above the existence of a tourma of Moglena during 
the second half of the XI" century seems quite reasonable. Perhaps it was a subdivision of the 
Moglena theme or more probably it was the special military detachment set up by Alexius I. 
The establishment of the theme of Moglena reported earliest in 1086 could be referred to the 
1080s when numerous other Bulgarian medieval cities were put ahead of independent adminis- 
trative units with subdivisions of tourmas and bands. 


50.1 Ἰωσὴφ Μανιάκης τουρμάρχης τῶν Μογλενῶν (ΧΙ century) 


Museum of History, Stara Zagora, no. 10C3-1. D. 26-29 mm; field 25 mm; thickness 4 mm. Good imprint but 
on the reverse slightly doubled because of the slipping of the blank. 

Ed. lfopnanos, bepoe, Ne 6. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book of the Gospels ( l. hand). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: 9-NI-KO || A-AO-C 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 


- o - |4IWCH® | ΤΒΡΜΑΡ | X’TWNMO | ΓΛΕΝΩΝ | TOMANI | AKH 
t'Icono τουρμάρχ(η) τῶν Μογλενῶν το Μανιάκηῃ 


In the narrative sources a person bearing this name is not reported. This seal is the only 
sphragistic source with the toponym of Moglena. The toponym Μογλενῶν and the patronym 
ΜανιάΚης are the starting points for our investigation. 

The toponym Μογλενῶν was mentioned above. 

Ἰωσὴφ ὁ Maviékng τουρμάρχης τῶν Μογλενῶν probably was born in the famous family 
ΜανιάΚης wich was of significant importance for the development of the empire during the 
XI"-XIII" century. But we can not exclude another possibility. Anna Komnena wrote that be- 
fore the battle at Levunium in 1091 a big army of Cumans joined the emperor together with its 
tribal leaders and one of them was called Maviax (see Azexcuada, c. 87). 

It is possible that this Maviax went on to work in the Byzantine army and he was convert- 
ed and given a Christian name Ἰωσὴφ. The heathen name became a patronym as was the usual 
practice (see Cheynet, Patronym, 57-67). It is also possible that Μανιακ was put ahead of the 
special military detachment which resided in the theme of Moglena. 

What was the reason for the tourmarches of Moglena, Joseph Maniakes, to send his letter 
there? That is difficult to answer. It is also difficult to identify the person to whom the letter was 
addressed. But in view of the fact that in 1094 the city of Beroe was a centre of important 
military operations against the invading nomads, these questions could perhaps be answered. 
The chief of the special military detachment possibly wrote to the generals stationed there: George 
Palaeologos, John Taronites, Nikephorus Melissinos, etc. 


51. Μοσυνόπολις 


This ancient and medieval city was located in the hinterland of the present city of Dimotika 
in Greece. During later Antiquity and the early Middle Ages it was named Maximianopolis. It 
was a bishopric subordinate to the metropolitan of Traianoupolis. 

At the time of the war of Basil II against Bulgaria, this city was transformed into a military 
camp and strategic base. A lot of military expeditions started and finished there. This strategic 
importance was also maintained during the time of the Bulgarian rebellion led by Peter Delyan. 
The city was also a strategic post during the reign of emperor Alexius I Komnenos and the 
whole Middle Ages until its conquest by the Turks. 

According to the Typikon of Gregory Pakourianus, Μοσυνόπολις had the status of banda. 

The seal presented below is the first sphragistic source bearing this toponym. 

Bibliography: TIB, 6, 369-370. 


51.1 Εὐστάϑιος πρωτοσπαϑάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς Μοσυνόπολεως (XI* c.) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 122. Found in Pliska. D. 30-30 mm. Badly preserved specimen 
with missing fields which makes the reading very difficult. 
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Unpublished. No parallels known. 
Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands open before her. Sigla: MP |] OV. 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 

-KE€R'O'| TOOCOAS'| €VCTAG'A'| .A.STO | . TH... TI MOC... [ΠΟΛ 

*K(ópue β(οή)δ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Εὐσταϑ(ίῳ) (πρωτο)[σπ]α[ϑ(αρίῳ) 

(Καὶ) το[πο]τη[ρη]τ(ῃ] Μοσ[υνό]πολ(εως). 

If the filling in of the missing letters is correct, then Eustathios was a topoterites of 
Μοσυνόπολις. The commentary of Skylitzes and Kekaumenos presented the city as a starting 
point for military operations of the Byzantine emperor against southwestern Bulgaria. It is logical 
to assume that a tagma resided there which took part in the military expeditions. We do not 
know the name of this military unit but probably it was named after the city where it was sta- 
tioned. Moreover, it was an imperial military residence. The owner of the seal presented above 
was a topoterites of this military unit. 

The seal is dated generally to the XI" century. The unearthing of the specimen in Pliska is 
quite natural and logical because it was probably related to the military expeditions of the 
Byzantine army into this countryside. 








52. Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως 


The name of this administrative unit is unknown from the sources with the exception of the 
sphragistic ones. Only during the XII? century and more exactly in 1198 Μώρρας was reported 
in a chryssobull of Alexius IH Angelos as an independent theme (Tafel-Thomas, Urkunden, 1. 
269, 279. n. 85). 

The following £k προσώπου of Morra and Philippoupolis are known by their seals: 

l. Νικόλαος £k προσώπου Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως presented by a single specimen 
(Schlumberger, Sig., p. 115, no. 2: Seibt, Bulgarische Geschichte. no. 4). 

2. N. N.. £k προσώπου Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως presented by a single specimen (Lau- 
rent, Orghidan, no. 240). Tt is badly preserved and the reading of the homonym and patronym is 
problematic. Seibt (Bulgarische Geschichte, no. 3) is inclined to assume that it refers to Nice- 
phorus Protevonos. 

3. Ῥοῦσος σπαϑάριος καὶ £k προσώπου Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως. 

One may ask: what was the period of existence for this administrative unit? If we assume that 
ἐκ προσώπου was governor (strategos) of a smaller theme, then it is to be dated before the 
establishment of the catepanate of Philippoupolis. But if the office of £k προσώπου means an 
imperial proxy in the fiscal office for a particular theme or some cities, then this unit could be 
assumed as contemporary to the catepanate of Philippoupolis. 








52.1 Ῥοῦσος σπαϑάριος καὶ ἐκ προσώπου Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως 
(XI century) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 28698. Found in the region of Plovdiv. D. 26-29 mm; field 22 mm: 
thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. Struck off-center. The edge of the specimen is broken and bent. All 
this makes the reading of the text difficult. 

Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, no. 37. No parallels known. 

Obv. Patriarchal eross on three steps with fleurons arising from base. Along border of dots 
circular inscription: Ko... 2.00000, VA 

Κον. Inscription of six lines: 

.8CO | .AOA. |.ΕΚΠ.. | MOPAC. | ΦΙΛΙΠΙ TOA’ 

[+K(opve Bonet τῷ σῷ δο]ύλ(ῳ) [Ῥ]ούσο [σπ]αϑα[ρ(ίῳ) (kai)] £k π[ρ(οσό)π(ου)] 
Μόρας [(καὶ)] Φιλιπ(που)πόλ(εως) 

It is obvious that this official was not Greek by birth. Probably he was hired by the empire. 

The name Ῥοῦσος is often related to Russia (see the commentary about the name Ρουσόπουλος 

of Seibt, Bleisiegel, I, no. 124). We would like to add the information of the seal of Θεόδωρος 

Ῥοῦσος πριµικήριος (see Koltzida-Makre, no. 231). 
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53. Νέος Στρυμὼν 


This strategeia is known from a single source, the Escurial Tactic, which noted two strategeias: 
ὁ Στρυμόνος ἤτοι Χρυσάβας and ὁ τοῦ Νέος Στρυμόνος (Oikonomides, Listes, 265.33, 269.4). 

These two strategeias were established on the territory of the former theme of Strymon and 
they were part of the strategic circle maintained by the empire against the restored western 
Bulgarian state. Probably they belonged to the dukedom of Thessalonica. Because of the scanty 
information, there are different versions in the literature concerning the location and territorial 
scope of the strategeia of New Strymon. According to Oikonomides, it could be situated in the 
region east of the Mesta River and south of the Rhodope Mountains or north of Krushevo 
along the Upper Mesta. It was established after the conquest of these lands by Tzimisces in 971. 
It is assumed that the former theme of Strymon was recovered after the death of the aforemen- 
tioned emperor. The name of New Strymon is not reported later in the written sources. 
The specimens presented below are the only material evidence for its existence, 


Bibliography: Oikonomides, Listes, p. 357; Croumenos, Bpemenua, 52-53. 


53.1 Στέφανος B'npotoonza6pioc καὶ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Νέος Στρυμόνος (971-976) 


a-f. All six specimens are struck with the same die. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 

Ed. Mopgzanos, J7pecnae, Ne 283-288. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Panteleimon holding a martyr's cross before chest (r. hand) and an uncertain 
object, perhaps a medicine box (I. hand). Vertical inscription in two columns: Θ-Π-Α-Ν||Τ- 
€-A-€’, Along border of dots circular inscription: ΓΑΓΠΑΝΤΕΛ...ΒΤΔ᾽ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ἜΟΤΕΩ | DANOR'A'| CIIAO’SCTP’| THT WT8N’| CTPVMQ) l 

t'Av() Παντελ[εήμ(ων)] β(οήϑει) τ(ῷ σῷ) δ(ούλφ) Στεφάνῳ B'(xpoto)onxad(apio) 

(καὶ) στρ(α)τηγῷ τοῦ Ν(έος) Στρυµώ(νος) 

In 1995, during archaeological excavations near the palace in Pliska, a seal was found be- 
longing to the same person, but only with the rank of strategos, without a title or toponym (see 
JInuurpoz, A. HoBoorkpur ΒΜΒΒΗΤΜΗ͂ΟΚΗ ΜΟΠΜΒΠΟΒΥΠ or IInucka.- Tpyóoee na kameópume no 
ucmopua u 602ocnoeue Kom IHY, 1, 1997, 102-107). Probably this seal reflects a later or earlier 
stage in the career of Stephanos strategos of New Strymon. 


53a. Νέων Πατρῶν 


Today Hypate in Greece. On the location and history see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 581; Nesbitt- 
Oikonomides, DOS, 2, no. 18. 


53a.1 Κοσμᾶς μητροπολίτης Νέων Πατρῶν (XI century) 


In a private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Find-spot: the region of the medieval fortress near the town of 
Provadia. D. 19-19 (17) 4 mm. A well-centered and well-preserved imprint. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Another specimen struck in the same boulloterion is preserved in the Athens Numismatic Museum, no. 67. 
See Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 759. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding the medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


+KOC | MACMPO | ΠΟΛΗΝΕ | IIPWN 

+Koopas µ(ητ)ροπολή(της) Né(ov) Π(ατ)ρῶν 

It will be interesting to determine to whom in the fortress near the modern Provadia the metro- 
politan of Neai Patrai wrote. Perhaps to his spiritual brother — the local prelate. 
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54. Νικοπόλεως 


It is an old Christian community since the time of the apostle Paul and capital of Epyrus since 
the reign of Diocletian. The city received a special boost at the time of Justinian I (527-565) who 
restored it after its demolition by the Goths. About 733 the chair of Nikopolis was ceded by the 
Roman church, together with the whole of Illyric, to the Constantinople patriarchate. It is men- 
tioned in various sources until the X" century when the seat was moved to Naupaktos. This is 
best illustrated by the notitiae VI and VII (see Darrouzes, Notitiae, nos. VI.46 et VII.575). 
Bibliography: Laurent, Corpus. V.1, p. 504 and Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 2, 9-10, where the possibility is 
discussed of localizing the Nikopolis chair in other cities of Thrace, i.e. Nikopolis ad Nestum and not ad Istrum 
as was wrongly suggested in the first edition. 


54.1 Λέων ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Νικοπόλεως (IX century) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology. Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 30-30 (23) 2.5 mm. Good but unclear 
imprint. 

Ed, ΝΤΥΙΗΜΟΒ. leuaru, No 31; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 670. 

Parallels: Other specimens imprinted with the same couple of dies are kept in: DO 47.2.118; Dalleggio (Athens): 
Diamanti (Vienna) and the National Museum of Hungary (about them see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 670; 
Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 2, no. 2.12). 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). In the quarters: T@)-C@ || A8-AQ). 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

ACONT | APXICTIIIC | K'NIKOIIOA |. NAMHN 
Ἔθ(εοτό)κε βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Λέοντ(ι) ἀρχιεπισκ(όπῳ) Νικοπόλ[ε(ω)]ν ἀμήν 
Probably because of its poor preservation and illegibility, the first publisher of the speci- 
men, could not decipher the homonym and toponym. He suggested the folllowing reading: Aoovt 
«ἀρχιεπισκ(όπῳ) Νικοπόλως. These mistakes were somewhat corrected by Délger, BZ, 36, 

1936, 268-269; Banescu, Recueil, p. 726 and JIuxaues, Moausdveyavi, Ta61. LXI.4. The Corpus 

of Laurent suggests a reading of the toponym Νικοπόλ(ολ)εως, i.e. doubling of the last two 

letters. A total correction of the text and dating is available in the last publication of Nesbitt- 

Oikonomides, DOS, 2, no 2.12. 


55. Νίσος 


It was situated on the right bank of the Nišava River which is the present territory of the town 
of Niš in Serbia. Νίσος was a strategic city in antiquity. Its importance increased significantly 
during the time of emperor Constantine I the Great (306-337) who was born there. At this time 
the city was turned into a state residence and Christian centre (see Hukoaos, Γ. Mosutruxo- 
8/MMHHHCTpATHBHO H UbPKOBHO pasBHTHe Hà rpaa Ham (IV-VI 8.).- l'CV-HIICBII “Hean 
Alytiuee”, 1, 1987, 181-191). 

Next to nothing is known about Nisos from the time of the First Bulgarian Kingdom, except 
that it was a bishopric and was captured by the Byzantines in the early XI century. Νίσος 
focused the attention of the chroniclers when it became a centre of important events in and out 
of the empire. In 1071 the city was seized and sacked by the Magyars. The hand of St. Prokopios 
from his relics preserved there was also stolen (see Kalič, Niš, 5-11). 

In the autumn of 1072 a rebellion of the Bulgarians errupted. Constantine Bodin was ap- 
pointed tzar and the new dynastic name of Peter was given to him. Right after that his army was 
divided into two and part of it led by Bodin-Peter set off for Nisos. Soon after that the city was 
captured and turned into a residence of the new ruler (3zarapcku, Zcmopua, II, 143-146). 

The importance of Nisos increased greatly at the time of the Crusades when it was one of the 
most important fortresses on the road of the crusaders. The quite detailed information of the 
Western chroniclers about the passage through the Bulgarian lands of the members of the cru- 
sade in 1096 proves the importance of the city of Nisos for this countryside (see An6epT AKBeHCKH. 
Hcropus na EpycaanuMckus kpecronocen noxog.- JIMBH, 3, C., 1965, 146-150). The name of 
the then doux of the city, Nicetas, is known from this information as well. 
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A propos, when was the theme of Nisos established? 

The Alexiad discloses that in 1114-1115 the theme of Nisos already existed (τὸ ϑέμα tod 
Νίσου; see Alexiade, III, p. 178.1). 

Some sphragistic evidence and indirect information obtained by the chronicles give us reasons 
to suggest that such an administrative unit existed earlier. 

At the time of the above mentioned rebellion of Bulgarians, the first detachment was 
forwarded to Nisos and the second one to Kastoria. The strategos of Achrida Marianus and the 
patrikios and antypathos of Devol Theognostos Bourtzes, as well as the strategos of Kastoria, 
fortified their position there (Skylitzes, Continue, p. 164, 12-14). The enumerating of these strate- 
gol, heads of small military-administrative units consisting of the respective city and its sur- 
roundings, shows (even though indirectly) that there was such a strategos in Nisos too. 

This logical analysis is also grounded on the evidence obtained by some sphragistic remains: 

l. A seal belonged to Νικηφόρος Λαλάκων πρωτοσπαϑάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Νίσου 
which is attested by his molybdobull dated to the second half of the XI" century (see Nesbitt- 
Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 32.1). 

Νίσος was an old Christian centre as early as the III*-IV'^ centuries. It contained holy relics 
and a significant number of martyrs for the Christian faith. 

The local bishopric dated before 325, and until the setting up of Justiniana Prima (novella IX 
from the 14^ May 535) it was under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan of Thessalonika, but 
after that it was subordinate to the head of Justiniana Prima. 

In 613-616 the city was destroyed by the Avars and further information about it is lacking 
until its inclusion within the borders of the Bulgarian state (see Huxonos, Hum (IV-VI sex), 
181-197). 

There is no direct evidence about the place of the city in the church structure of the First 
Bulgarian Kingdom after the conversion but it was probably a bishopric again. The bishop of 
Nisos was mentioned by the first charter of Basil II from 1018 and it is a known fact that it 
confirmed the existing state of affairs (see ΓΗΡΗ, 6, 43-44: “...the present most holy archbishop 
is to govern all Bulgarian bishoprics which were ruled by tzar Peter and Samuel and were held 
by the then archbishops”). 

After the restoration of the Bulgarian church and state Nisos is once again a bishopric. The 
name of the Nisos bishop Kyriak is disclosed in a letter of the Bulgarian bishops to Pope Inno- 
cent III written in 1203 (see J/H BH, 3, c. 337). 

The cathedral church of the city was named after “the blessed and most famous great martyr 
Procopius" (see J/H BH, 3, c. 337). His relics were kept in the city probably in the eponymous 
church. When the Magyars attacked Nisos in 1072, they stole the hand of the martyr and brought 
it to the church of St. Demetrios in Sirmium. Almost 100 years later it was returned to Nisos 
and placed in the church by emperor Manuel I Komnenos (see Kinam, c. 251). 

In addition to the seal of the bishop of Nisos Symeon presented below, a seal of Constantine, 
proedros of Nisos in the XII" century, has also been published (see Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 
1510). Both seals feature on their reverses the image of the city's patron St. Procopius. 


55.1 Νικηφόρος Δεκανός Κουροπαλάτης Καὶ ἀναγραφεύς Νίσος (XI^-XII" cent.) 


a. Preserved in the collection of National Museum of History, Sofia, πο. 27705. Find-spot: Sozopol. D. 17-17.5 
mm; field (?) mm; thickness 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint because the blank was smaller than the diameter 
of the die or equal to it. A badly preserved specimen. Corroded. All this makes the complete reading of the 
text difficult. 

b. In a private collection (Vurban Vurbanov from Elhovo). Delivered to the National Museum of History, 
Sofia, by the police. The principal group of seals from this collection come from the stronghold near the 
village of Melnitza, district of Elhovo. D. 18-20 mm. Incomplete imprint but well preserved. 

The two specimens are struck with the same boulloterion. 

Ed. a: lVopnanos, H. HoBoorkpuT ΜΟΠΗΒΑΟΒΥΠ Hà Huxudop Mekan - kyporianar, gyk n anarpad na Hunt or 
ΚΟΠΕΚΗΜΠΤΑ Ha HAM-Coous.- PHAM, 9, 1994, 75-79; b: Jordanov, Melnitza, no. 45. 

Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same die is preserved in the collection of Dumbarton Oaks (DO 
58.106.2577). It was published for the first time in 1991 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, no. 32.1) even if 
the obtained information has been used many times (see for instance Gautier, L'Obituaire, p. 257, n. 60). 
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Obv. Inscription of four lines: 


a) -.€R'O'| ΝΙΚΗΦΟΡῚ K8POTIA | AATI 
b)..€R'G']. .. HDOP'| . 8POIIA | AATI 


Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


a) ABK... | ANATPA . | NHC8T. | ACKAN 

b) ABKIS | ΑΝΑΓΡΑΦ | NHC8T.| AE. 

*[K(6p0]e β(οήγϑ(ει) Νικηφόρ(ῳ) Κουροπαλάτι δουκὶ (kai) ἀναγραφίεῖ) Νήσου τ[ῷ] 

Δεκαν(ῷ) 

The owner of the seal which had affixed his correspondence to the capital city of Constan- 
tinople and Sozopol, as well as the stronghold near the village of Mclnitza, was one Nicephorus 
Dekanos titled kouropalates and anagrapheus of the Nisos theme. 

This seal raises many questions but the following ones should be answered: 

a) Who was Nicephorus Dekanos? 

b) What was the administrative unit of the Nisos theme like? 

c) Who was the intended recipient of his correspondence to Sozopol? 

The combination of the title of kouropalates and the office of doux and anagrapheus ena- 
bles the seal to be dated to the late XI" century or the early XII century and thus an attempt to 
identify the owner of the seal as a person known from the narrative sources is possible. 

The Byzantine princess and writer Anna Komnena noted that her father, the emperor Alexius I, 
left the capital city of Constantinople in November 1107 in order to prepare military operations 
against Bohemond of Tarentum and before that "after sitting the affairs of palace and capital in 
good order and after and appointing as governors, the Great Drungarios of the Fleet, the eunuch 
Eustathius Kymeneianus, and Nicephorus, the son of Dekanos, he left...” (see Alexiade, ΠΗ, 
87.11, translated in CHEAH, 8, c. 122). 

The report of Anna Komnena does not define the title and office of Nicephorus Dekanos. 
Nevertheless, the coincidence between the names and the period, as well as the discovery in 
Sozopol of a seal which belonged to another representative of the Dekanos family, George as 
kouropalates (unpublished from the collection of National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 27787), 
who is also reported in the A/exiade, give us reasons to suggest that the owner of the seal pre- 
sented here was Nicephorus Dekanos mentioned in the Alexiade. 

What positions did Nicephorus Dekanos occupy and what was the administrative unit 
inscribed on the seals? 

The positions of doux (developed from military chief to administrative governor) and ana- 
grapheus (fiscal official), combined on the seal of an identical person, illustrate the trends of the 
Byzantine administrative structure during the second half of the XI" century. At that time every 
provincial governor enjoyed full power over the military, administrative, fiscal and juridical 
authorities, i.e. he became in fact the real proxy of the emperor in a particular region. 

We dwelled above on the administrative unit and the time of its establishment. Considering 
the dating of the seal and the persons who wrote to Sozopol (and in the first place this was the 
brother of Nicephorus Dekanos, George), as well as their common recipient, we can generally 
refer the receiving of the correspondence from Nicephorus Dekanos to 1090s. Thus. Nicephorus 
Dekanos should be a predecessor or successor of the aforementioned doux of Nisos Nicetas. 

There is no information about the question in what capacity Nikephorus Dekanos ruled 
the capital city in November 1107 (perhaps he was an eparchos) but surely he had higher rank in 
the hierarchy than that inscribed on his seal from Sozopol. Having in mind the high position of 
his colleague Eustathius Kymeneianus, we can conclude that Nicephorus Dekanos had the rank 
of nobelissimos or protonobelissimos (see Seibt, B/eisiegel, no. 100). 


55.2 Συμεὼν ἐπίσκοπος Νίσος (XI century) 


Museum of History, Vidin, no. 1526. Find-spot: Vidin. D. 15-16.5 (15) 2.9 mm. Incomplete imprint. All letters 
are not present on the blank. The molybdobul is also partly damaged. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 
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Obv. Bust of St. Prokopios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
.-IIP-O || .-IT’. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


.K.R’. | CVMEON | €IIICKO) | IPNIC 

[+] K(ópo)[s] β(οή)[ϑ(ει)] Συμεὸν ἐπισκώπ(ῳ) Νίσ(ου) 

The name of this bishop of Nisos is unknown from other sources. The molybdobul is 
generally dated to the XI" century. The depiction of St. Procopius on the reverse hints that at 
that time the cathedral church named after this martyr already existed. I stress this detail 
because the historians of Nisos ask when the cathedral church was built (see Kalié, Nis, 5-40). 

The discovery of the molybdobull in Vidin is a proof that the correspondence of the Nisos 
bishop Symeon was received there. It was probably addressed to the local bishop and was per- 
haps provoked by the common interests of the two neighbouring dioceses. 


56. Ὀφίκιον 


The name and the origin of this theme are related to the army corps of the same name camped 
at Bythynia which was a unit defending Constantinople from the East. The main city was Nicaea. 
The theme was established at the time of the emperor Constantine IV (668-685) and more exactly 
in 680. By tradition its governor was a κόμης, as well as a στρατηγὸς. This theme existed until 
the XII" century. 

Bibliography: Pertusi, De tem., 127-130; Oikonomides, Listes, 264, 348; Gregoriou-Ioanidou, 42.26, 96.305; Nes- 
bitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, p. 55. 


56.1 N., .. kai κόμης τοῦ δεοφυλάκτου β᾽ Ὀφικίου (mid. IX" century) 


National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 30448. Formerly in the collection of D. Dimitrov from Pernik. Found 
near the village of Kalugerovo, district of Haskovo. D. 16-26 mm. A fragment, about a quarter of the 
original seal. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Portion of a cruciform invocative monogram. In the quarters only letters: ..-..|]|A8- are 
preserved. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

TP | MITI.. | €Q®V.. | Bp IK 

ἙΘ(εοτόκ)ε Ponder [τῷ σῷ] δού[λῳ...(Καὶ) κο]μίτι [τοῦ ϑ]εωφυ[λ(ά)κ(του)] P^ Opik lov] 

The only certain information is that the owner of the seal who wrote to a recipient, un- 
known to us, in the stronghold near the present village of Kalugerovo was a κόµης τοῦ 
ϑεοφυλάκτου P’ Ὀφικίου. 

The invocative cruciform monogram, as well as the paleography of several letters and mostly 
of the closed B, refer the seal to the mid. IX" century. 


56.2 Λέων Περινός τοποτηρητὴς τοῦ Ὀφικίου (X"-XI" centuries) 


In a private collection. Delivered to the National Museum of History, Sofia, where we have documented it. 
EE uncertain (but surely on the territory of Bulgaria). D. 18-18 mm. Good imprint but struck a bit 
off-centre. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 
i || K-O- A’ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

ΛΕΟΝ | TOIIOTI. | ΤΤδΟΨ.| K'TOII. | PEN’| 
Λεονί(τι) τοποτι[ρ(ι)]τῇ τοῦ ᾿Οφ[ι]κ(ίου) to Π[ε]ρεν(ῷ) 
N If the filling in of the text is correct, the owner of the seal was Λέων Περινός τοποτηρητὴς 
τοῦ Οφικίου. The seal bearing the name of the same person is known as μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ 
πασης Δύσεως (see here no. 26.5). 
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If they are one and the same person, then his career developed logically. He was earlier a 
topoteretes of the tagma in the theme of Opsikion and later he was put in general command of 
the Byzantine army in the Balkans. 


56.3 Νικήτας πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου καὶ Κριτῆς ἐπὶ τοῦ 
ἱπποδρόμου, τοῦ βήλου καὶ αναγραφεὺς τοῦ Ὀφικίου (ΧΙ century) 
Museum of History, Silistra, no. 1984. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 24-25 (7) 3 mm. 
Ed. Mopaanos, Cunucrpa, IT, No 11. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Inscription of six lines: 
IN |. TO... | NIKHTA | ΟΠΑΘΈΠ.. | KAI. | 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
TO | TITS... | .P'TSRH.. | ANAT... | ΤδΟΨΙ. | 8 
[+K(dpve β(οή)ϑ(ει)] τῷ [σῷ δ(ούλῳ) [Νικήτᾳ [(πρωτο)σ]παθ(αρίῳ) £n[i τ(οῦ) 
χρίυσοτρι)]κλί[νου] [καὶ κριτ(ῇ) ἐ]πὶ τοῦ [Πππ(ο)δ]ρ(όμου) τοῦ βή[λου (καἰ)] 
ἀναγ[ραφ(εῖ)] τοῦ Ὀφικ(ή]ου 


57. ᾿Οπτιμάτων 


Although the Latin etymology of the word “optimates” means elite corps, in fact it refers to 
the corps of the muleteers or, in the last resort, the squires (orderlies) of cavalrymen. The mulet- 
eers in Byzantium were recruited from a certain region of Bythinia which was adjacent to the 
Opsikion theme and it was called “the theme of the optimates". This unit was intermediate 
between theme and subdivision of the tagma. The optimates were headed by domestikos and his 
assistants - topoteretes, chartularios, etc. It did not have subdivisions, as common themes would 
have - turmas, bandas, etc. 

But during the XI" century the titularies related to it were κριτὴς τῶν Ὀπτιμάτων and it 
could be already considered as a common theme. 


Bibliography: Bury, System, 66-67; Pertusi, De tem.. 130-133; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 339; Gregoriou-loanidou, 42.29. 


57.1 Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης Καὶ κριτὴς τῶν Ὀπτιμάτων 
(third quarter of the XI" century) 

Museum of History, Kyustendil, no. 1240. Found during archaeological excavations on the fortress of Kyus- 
tendil in 1966 north of the fortifications. Depth: 1.50 m. D. 31-32 mm. Originally good imprint but at 
present the surface is scratched with a sharp edge. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (τ. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-AH-MH || T-PI-OC 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
*KCR'O'| KONR€C | TAPXHS | KPIT'TON | OIITIMA |-TO- 
+K(bpve β(ο)ήδ(ει) Κων(σταντίνῳ) βεστάρχη καὶ Κριτ(ῇ) τὸν Οπτιμάτω(ν) 


5δ. Παραδουνάβου 


In 1018 Byzantium finally conquered Bulgaria and included it in its military-administrative 
system. The katepanate of Παραδουνάβου was part of it. 

Several generations of medievalists have been discussing the problems of when this katepana- 
te was established, what were its boundaries and until when it existed. 

The information of Byzantine sphragistics, compared with that of the written sources, can 


promote this discussion. 
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List of the dignitaries known from the narrative sources whose career 
was connected with the government of Paristrion 


1. Κατακαλὼν Κεκαυμένος βέστης καὶ ἄρχων ὧν τῶν περὶ τὸν Ἴστρον πόλεων καὶ χωρίων 
who routed the Russian troops in 1043 on their return from Constantinople near Varna (see 
Skylitzes, 433.27-28). 

2. Μιχαὴλ. πατρίκιος καὶ ἄρχοντα τῶν παριστρίων πόλεων in 1048 (see Skylitzes, 457.31-32). 

3. Ῥωμανὸς Διογένης ἄρχων τῶν περὶ τὸν Ἴστρον πόλεων before 1067 (see Attaleiates, 97- 
98; Skylitzes, Contenuatus, 121-122; KekanBMen, c. 266.7-8). 

4. Βασίλειος ᾿Αποκάπης καὶ ἐπαρχοντος τῶν κατὰ τὸν Ἴστρον πόλεων before 1064-1065 
(see Attaleiates, p. 83; Skylitzes, Continuatus, 113-114). 

5. Νέστωρ βεστάρχης kai κατεπάνω τῆς Δρίστρας or δοὺξ Παριστρίων (1071-1072) (see 
Skylitzes, Continuatus, 166,16-17; Attaleiates, 205 and 207). 

6. Λέων Νικερίτης [κουροπάλατης] Καὶ δοὺξ Παραδουνάβου in 1091 (see Alexiade, II, 155.7-10). 

To sum up, what is common between the Byzantine dignitaries under review who are speci- 
fied by the narrative sources as governors of the cities on Istrum (ἄρχων àv τῶν περὶ τὸν 
Ἴστρον πόλεων καὶ χωρίων) is that they have not been attested by their seals in that capacity. 
Certain seals could be associated with them most frequently in their capacity as commanders of 
tagmas (katepano or doux), sent there for concrete military operations, and as such they took 
command over all Byzantine troops present there. 


Seals of Byzantine dignitaries whose posts were connected with the katepano of Παραδουνάβου 


1. Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος Kai κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (1050s), 
see below; 

2. Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος, ἀνδύπατος, βέστης καὶ Κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβιτον 
(1050s-1060s), see below; 

3. Συμεὼν βέστης Kai κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (1050s-1060s), see below; 

4. Μιχαὴλ. βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (1060s), according to his lead seal (see 
Zacos, Seals, II, no. 602). 

5. Βασίλειος ἐκ προσώπου Παραδουνάβου (1050s-1060s), according to his lead seal (see 
Zacos, Seals, II, no. 956). 

6. Ἰωάννης τουρμάρχης Παραδουνάβου (1060s), according to his lead seal (see Zacos, Seals, 
II, no. 530). 

The analysis of the seals with the Paradounavon toponym that have come down to us leads to 
an assertion contrary to the aforesaid. None of the titularies holding posts in the katepanate 
known to us from sphragistic monuments has been evidenced in the written sources. 

The toponym Παραδουνάβου and Παραδουνάβιτον inscribed on them is the Slavic transla- 
tion of Podunavie (along the Danube) and it must have been the official name of the katepanate. 
Παριστρίων, which is exclusively found in the chronicles, is in all probability a literary term. 

Finally, let us try to answer the question raised in the beginning: when was the katepanate of 
Paradounavon established? 

In the literature there are two opinions about this: 

a) the theme of Paristrion was set up after the conquest of the Bulgarian lands by the Byzan- 
tines in 1018 (There is a version of this opinion belonging to the Romanian researchers that the 
theme of Paristrion already existed in 971); 

b) Paristrion became an independent administrative unit after 1059 in connection with the 
invasion of the Pechenegs. 

According to the aforementioned documented sphragistic monuments, the katepanate of Para- 
dunavon came into being after the 1050s at the earliest. Objections could be made that no seals 
from this earlier period have ever been found but such are the circumstances. 

These facts could be supported by some secondary evidence. 

If we accept the hypothesis that in 1018 all conquered Bulgarian lands were included in one 
military-administrative unit, the theme of Bulgaria, then some coincidences arise: 

l. In the theme of Bulgaria there is evidence of a number of smaller military-administrative 
units - in northern Bulgaria the strategoi of Preslav, Preslavitsa, Dristra and others; 
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2. All conquered Bulgarian lands, including the Dristra diocese, are unified in one ecclesias- 
tical-administrative unit - the archbishopric of Bulgaria; 

3. After the 1050s the appearance of a metropolitan of Dristra subordinate is recorded not to 
the Bulgarian archbishop but directly to the patriarch of Constantinople; 

4. After the 1050s we also ascertain the appearance of seals with the name of the katepanate 
of Paradunavon on sphragistic monuments; 

5. A well-known fact is that in the Byzantine administrative system these two things - the 
territorial extent and the capital city of the civil and ecclesiastical administrative structures - 
usually coincided; 

6. After the 1050s no strategoi are known from the seals of the aforementioned cities which 
should have been smaller divisions of the katepanate of Paradunavon. Only its tourmarchos and 
ek prosopou are known. 

The direct and indirect evidence mentioned leads to the conclusion that the katepanate of 
Paradunavon was established after the 1050s in connection with the nomads’ invasions, mostly 
the Pechenegs, against whom military expeditions were difficult to organise from the theme of 
Bulgaria and its capital city Skopia. 

On the other hand, we have to take into consideration the fact that the lands along the lower 
Danube were always organised in some kind of military-administrative unit, which most fre- 
quently bore the name of the largest city there, Dristra. 

Until when did the katepanate of Paradounavon exist? According to the sphragistic monu- 
ments, from the 1050s to the 1070s. 

The review of the provincial administration in the late XI and early XII" century reveals the 

practice that the names of the particular military-administrative units, most frequently duxdoms, 
used to bear the name of a given city. For instance, Dyrachion with doux George Palaeologos and 
Alexias and John Komnenoi; Philippoupolis with doux Argyros Karatzas, Gregory Kourkouas 
and George Mesopotamites; Triaditza with doux Nicephorus Melissinos; Nisos with doux Nice- 
phorus Dekonos; Skopia with doux John Komnenos and others. 
Bibliography: Hpeuek, K. {απορια 60aeap, Onecca, 1878, c. 264; Venenckuii, ©. O6pasosauue Bmopoeo 6022apckoeo 
uapemea, Onecca, 1879, 17-18, 57; 3aarapeku, Hemopua, I, 111-114; Cka6aaauonuu, Bus. eocyóapemeo, 225-229; 
IIanuenko, HPAHK, X, c. 296; Myradues, Jlpscrep, 158-159; Banescu, Duches, 45-98; Magearu, A. The Military 
Organization of Paradounavon, Byzantinoslavica, 60, 1999, 2, 421-446; Jordanov, I. The katepano of Paradounavon 
- according to the Sphragistic Date, XX" International Byzantine Congress, 19-25.08.2001, Paris (in print). 


58.1 Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν ἀνθύπατοςπατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου 
(50s of the XI" century) 


a. It is preserved somewhere in Romania. Found in Silistra. D. 23-24 mm; field 20 mm. Originally good imprint 
but at present badly preserved specimen with a broken upper fragment. 

Ed. Banescu, Katakalon, 405-408. 

b. National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 13131. Found in Silistra on the bank of the Danube. D. 21.5-24 mm; field 
20 mm; thickness 3 mm. Originally good imprint but struck a bit off-centre. Perfectly preserved specimen. 

Ed. Mopganos, Cunucrpa, I, Ne 8. 

The two specimens are struck with the same die. 

Parallels: Other three specimens are known which are struck with the same bulloterion: Banescu, N. Sceau de Deme- 
trios Katakalon katepano de Paradounavon.- EO, 39, 1940, 157-160; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 67.1. 


Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: 9-AH-M' || T-PI-O' 
Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 
+K€R’HO’| AHMHTP. | ANOVITT'IIPIl | ΞΚΑΤΕΠΑΝΕ | TSTIAPAA’R’| TONKAT’K’ |-A- 
*K(ópue β(ογήϑ(ει) Δημητρ[ί(ῳ)] ἀνϑυπ(ά)τ(ῳ) π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) (καὶ) Κατεπάνου τοῦ 
Παραδ(ουνά)β(ον) tov Κατ(α)κ(α)λ(ὼν) 
Demetrios Katakalon has been attested only by his seals. They outline his cursus honorum 
which I have submitted. 
a) σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος καὶ τουρμάρχης (1030s-1040s), according to an unpublished lead 
seal from Dumbarton Oaks (DO 55.1.3091). 
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Obv. Bust of St. Demetrios holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 
Rev. «Ε.Κ ΘΊΔΗΜΗΤΡΊ.ΠΑΘΑΡΈΚΑΝΙ AA’STPOMAP|X’TOKATA|KAAO 


b) πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς (1050s), according to two lead seals found in the North-Eastern 
Bulgaria (see Jatrus-Krivina, 1, no. 508; Jordanov, Sceaux, 92-93 and an unpublished one found 
at Silistra); 

c) ἀνθύπατος πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (10505): 

- d) βέστης ανθύπατος πατρίκιος καὶ κατεπάνω (10605), according to a lead seals found at 
Silistra (see Mopzianob, Cuancrpa, III, Ne 3). 

e) πρόεδρος (1070s), according to the inscription of the church of St. Nicholas in Thessaly 
(see Avramea-Feissel, Inscriptions, no. 14, p. 370-71). 

f) πρωτοπρόεδρος kai δοὺξ (1070s-1080s), according to his lead seals found at Istanbul 
(see Avramea-Feissel, Inscriptions, no. 14, p. 371). 

l Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν᾽5 career was ordinary. He climbed almost all rungs of the hierar- 
chical ladder of ranks from σπαθαροκανδιδᾶτος to πρωτοπρόεδρος and of positions from 
τουρμάρχης to δοὺξ. 

His official career involved being in command of the army in the provinces. Judging by the 
fact that almost all of his lead seals are found in Dristra and other localities in northeastern 
Bulgaria and that for some time he was also katepano of Paradounavon, it could be suggested 
that for quite a long period of time (perhaps over 20 years) his life was connected with the 
Bulgarian lands. 


58.2 Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος, ἀνϑύπατος, βέστης καὶ Κατεπάνω 
Παραδουνάβιτον (1050s-1060s) 


In a private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Found near to village Izvorovo, district of Silistra. D. 30-30 
(27) 4 mm. W. 15.16 g. A complete and comparatively well preserved imprint. 
Unpublished. 


No parallels known. 
Obv. Inscription of six lines: 

+KER’O’| TOCOAS'| ΘΕΟΔΩΡΟ | MPI ’ANOV | IIAT'R€C | TH 
Rev. Inscription of six lines, preceded by an ornament: 


KAIKA | ΤΕΠΑΝΩ | TONIIAPA | ASNARIT'| TO?HTO |-NIT'- 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(ο)ήϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Θεοδώρο π(ατ)ρι(κίῳ) ἀνϑυπάτ(ῳ) βέστῃ καὶ 
Κατεπάνω τῶν Παραδουνάβιτ(ων) τῷ Πηγονίτ(η) 

Theodore Pegonites is unknown from the sources. He is a representative of the famous 
family of the Pegonites. Three groups of his seals are known. They describe his cursus honorum 
as follows: 

a) πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς (1040s), according to his unpublished lead seal kept in Vienna. 


Obv. | +KERO|HOEITW|CWAS8A’|OEOAW|-PW- 
Rev. ΙΠΑΤΡΙΚΙΩΚΕΙΟΤΡΑΤΗΙΓΤΟΠΗΙΓΟΝΗΤΙ 


b) πατρίκιος, ἀνδύπατος, βέστης καὶ Κατεπάνω τὸν Παραδουνάβιτον (1050s-1060s). 

C) μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ Εδεσης before 1066, according to lead seal from Dumbarton Oaks 
(DO 58.106.4919), see Nesbitt, McGeer and Oikonomides, DOS, 4, no. 73.2). 

Theodore Pegonites was katepano of Paradounaviton after Demetrios Katakalon and be- 
fore Symeon vestes. | 


58.3 Συμεὼν βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (1060s) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 2382. Found in the palace and related to the activities of the strategeia of 
Preslav. 

Ed. ΙΊορπαμοβ, Πρεςπαε, Ne 289. 

Parallels: Two specimens struck with the same die have been found in Istanbul (Mordtmann, Μολυβδοβουλλα, 
c. 144, no. 1) and Dinogetia (Barnea, Dinogetia, I, 332-335). 
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Obv. St. Nicholas standing, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription: 

O-A-T-1-O-C || ....... 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

TK€R'O'| .VMEQN | ...... KA | ....(9T8 | ..PAA8 |.AROV | - ο - 

ἜΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) [Σ]υμεὼν [βέστῃ (kai)] Κα[τεπάνο]υ tod [Πα]ραδου[ν]άβου 

Symeon has been evidenced only by sphragistic monuments which illustrate his career in 
two distinct periods: 

a) βέστης καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου (1050s-1060s); 

b) βεστάρχης καὶ κατεπάνω ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως καὶ Μεσημβρίας (1060s), according to 
two lead seals found at Preslav (see here no. 3.9). 


59. Πατζινακίας 


This territory was not located within the limits of medieval Bulgaria. Pechenegs were settled 
there as federates of the Empire. The following sphragistic material is the only source for this 
archondom. 


59.1 Ἰωάννης Κεγένης μάγιστρος Καὶ ἄρχων Πατζινακίας (1050-1051) 


Museum of History, Silistra, no. 4. Found in Silistra by D. Cholakov. D. 28-30 mm; field 20 mm; thickness 2-5 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. The blank was slipped from the boulloterion. 

Ed. Jordanov, I. Sceau d'archonte de Patzinakia du ΧΙ: siecle.- Etudes Balkaniques, 2, 1992, 79-83; Vtopnanos, H. 
Πειατη ua Hoan Keren, ΜΑΓΗΟΤΕΡ H ΔΡΧΟΗΤ Ha Ieuenerus.- Hymu3mamuxa u cdpaeucmuxa, 1, 1998, 96-101. 

Parallels: Seibt-Zarnitz, Künstwerk, no. 3.2.9. Struck with the same boulloterion. Because of its importance, we 
presented above the transcript of the text of this specimen. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Baptist bearded, facing; wears a chymation; blessing with r. hand, a 


long cross in l. hand. Inscription in two columns: ©-1@||o-IlI-AP-M. 
Rey. Inscription of seven lines: 

+KER’. | IQMAT.. | TP'SAPX. | T'IIAT.. | KIAT.. | -... 

+KM@pve β(οή)[ϑ(εὐ] Ἰω(άνντ) μαγ[ίσ]τρ(ῳ) (kai) ἄρχ(ο)[ν]τ(ι) Πατζ(ι)[να]κία(ς) τ[ῷ 

Κ(ε)γέν(ῃ)] 

Perhaps this is the first sphragistic source directly related to the administration of the ethnic 
society of the Pechenegs after their settling in the Bulgarian lands. The main problem with the 
interpretation of this exceptional source was the incompleteness of the imprint because the pat- 
ronym of the owner consisting of original name of this chieftain of Pechenegs (but not of Chris- 
tian one given to him after Christian converting) could not be deciphered. 

Several proposals were made about filling in of the patronym but they were just guess- 
work, even though one of them assumed that this person could be Kegenes. We just hoped for 
the appearance of a new molybdobull with a more complete imprint. It seems that fortune is 
favourable because we already have such a complete imprint with a patronym inscribed on it. 
Recently the Byzantine seals from a private collection in Germany have been published. The 
seal of our interest was among them as it was struck with the same bulloterion, whose transcript 
we presented above. 

After coping with the problem of the patronym, we can conclude that a Pecheneg person is 
concerned who was converted and a Christian name John was given to him. Before these events 
he had the pagan name Kegenes. Therefore we have to present here all the information about 
this name. 

It is limited. The name Kegenes is mentioned in the A Synopsis of Histories of John Skylitzes 
retold concisely by John Zonaras, as well as in a letter of Michael Pselos which was sent to the 
emperor Constantine IX Monomachus (1042-1056). 

The following evidence about the person of Kegenes is excerpted from the most detailed 
source, the English translation of John Skylitzes, (Skylitzes-Wortley, 242-243): “Tyrach [Τυραχ], 
son of Kilter [Κιλτερ], highly distinguished by birth but otherwise unremarkable, a man who 
preferred to live in peace. But there was another person in that people [the Pechenegs] whose 
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name was Kegenes [Κεγένης], son of Baltzar [Βαλτζαρ]. a nobody by birth and practically name- 
less but extremely effective in battle and in the waging of war." 

The chronicler goes on: “Therefore he [Tyrach] dispatched a company with orders to seize 
and destroy him. But Kegenes got wind of the plan and fled to the marshes of the Borystenon, 
escaping death. From his hiding-place there he sent secret messages to his relations and tribe, 
whereby he was able to divert the affections of his tribe (Belemarnes) away from the king and 
also the affections of another tribe, the Pagourmanes. He raised an army, with two tribes, con- 
fronted Tyrach who had eleven.... [Κεγένης] wandering in the marshes he realised that the only 
way to safety for him and those with him was to take refuge in the Empire of the Romans. So he 
came to Dorostolon and installed himself with his followers (who numbered about twenty thou- 
sand) on a little island in the river to avoid being taken by surprise. Then he reported to the 
governor of the region, Michael, son of Anastasius, letting him know who he was, what adven- 
tures had befallen him before arriving there and that he wished to transfer his allegiance to the 
Emperor... Michael passed this message on to the Emperor and was hasitly ordered to accept 
the man and his followers, to provide these with necessary provisions and to send him to Byzan- 
tium with every mark of respect. The governor did as he was commanded: Kegenes came to the 
capital where he was generously received in audience by the Emperor. Kegenes promising to 
accept baptism himself and to persuade his followers to do likewise, he was raised to the dignity 
of patrician; he received three of the fortresses standing on the banks of the river of Ister and 
many acres of land. Finally he was inscribed among the friends and allies of the Romans. Then 
Euthymios, a devout monk, was sent to administer the sacred bath by the Ister river, giving 
them all holy baptism." 

Some information about the baptismal ceremony concerning Kegenes can be found in the 
letter mentioned above written by Michael Pselos on behalf of the emperor Monomachus to the 
already converted Kegenes (see ΓΗΡΗ, 6, 122-123): “...When I read your letter, my heart re- 
joiced about the inexpressible beauty and sharp wit, as well as of the various rhetorical skills. 
The Sunday after the celebration of the first Apostles was designated a day for the ceremony..." 
We can only guess how this probably illiterate barbarian managed to impress Michael Pselos 
with his letter (‘with sharp wit and various rhetorical skills"), an intellectual and complete aes- 
thete. We also know from this letter that the holiday of St. Peter and Paul was defined as a day 
for the baptismal ceremony (June 29" 1048). This ceremony ought to be performed by the Patri- 
arch end the emperor himself was chosen to be godfather. 

...Once he [Kegenes] was safe and secured against unexpected attacks he turned his atten- 
tion to warding off the enemy. He would cross the Danube now with a thousand, now with two 
thousand men, sometimes more, sometimes less and spring surprise attacks, inflicting serious 
damage on the Pechenegs who were with Tyrach. Tyrach... sent a delegation to the Emperor 
insisting that a great emperor who had treaties with the Pechenegs people should not in the least 
receive one their rebels; and if he did receive one, he should certainly prevent him from crossing 
the river to despoil his allies. 

The emperor sent out letters to Michael, the governor of the cities along the river of Ister, 
and to Kegenes in person [ordering] a strict guard on the banks of the river. Should any power- 
ful force arrive, they were to advise him by letter so that some of the western regular troops 
could be sent to join with them in preventing the Pechenegs from crossing the river. He also sent 
a hundred triers with orders to cruise the river and intercept any Pechenegs attempting to traverse 
the Ister... The autumn was drawing to a close and winter about to begin [of 1048], the sun being 
in Capricorn, when a very strong wind blew from the north and the river froze to a depth of 
fifteen cubits. All guard-duties were relaxed and Tyrach seized the opportunity for which he 
prayed: he crossed the river Ister with all the Pechenegs, eighty hundred thousand in number 
they say. A letter was sent to the Emperor asking for aid as quickly as posible; before he had 
ready the whole letter, he wrote to the duke of Adrianoupolis, the magistros Constantine Arianites, 
to take his forces, and also to the governor of Bulgaria, Basil Monachos, to take the Bulgar 
regiment, to came and join Michael and Kegenes and with them to fight against the Pechenegs. 
They did as the imperial directive required, bringing all their forces together. Kegenes took 
[command of] the Roman legions, set up camp in open country and day by day made sudden 
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sorties which greatly harmed the Pechenegs. They were taken ill with stomach trouble because 
of their insatiable greed as well and they were degraded because the winter exhausted them. As 
a result of attacks by surprise, Tyrach surrendered together with all his people (Skylitzes-Wort- 
ley, p. 243). 

"...And so Kegenes advised and testified that they ought to kill all grown men and told 
them a proverb which barbarian though it be, has something in it: One should kill the snake 
while it is still winter and it cannot move its tail; This advice did not commend itself to the 
leaders of the Romans; they though it was barbaric and impious act, unworthy of Roman 
benevolence. They meant it could be more useful if the Pechenegs were to be settled down in 
different places and to impose them with taxes. And if the emperor needed troops against the 
Turks or other foreign tribes, he had to prepare them for war against the enemy. Many words 
were said but finally the opinion of the Byzantines prevailed. Then Kegenes killed all enemies 
captured by him, except those he sold, and then he returned to his country. Basil Monachos, the 
governor of Bulgaria took the tens of thousands of Pechenegs and settled them on the plains of 
Serdica, Nisos and Eutzapolis [Ovche pole]. They were all well spread out and completely stripped 
of weapons to guard against uprisings. As for Tyrach and his hundred and forty followers, these 
were brought to the Emperor who received them benevolently, had them baptised, awarded 
them highest honours and entertained them in luxury" (Skylitzes- Wortley, p. 244). 

Following the narrative of Skylitzes, we knew the next events concerning Kegenes: The 
sultan of the Seljuks prepared for war against the Byzantines. *...Forewarned of this, Monoma- 
chos exerted himself to present a warlike resistance with his own forces: he also armed fifteen 
thousand of the Pechenegs in Constantinople to command them: Soutzoun, Selte, Karaman 
and Kataleim. These he then showered with gifts, provided them with firstrate weapons and 
exellent horses then shipped them over to Chrysopolis. He gave them the patrician Constantine 
Hadrobalanos as a guide to lead them to Iberia. They crossed over [the Bosphorus], mounted 
their horses and took the road to the east. When they had advanced a few miles they came near 
to a place Damatrui where they came to a halt and, standing there in the road, held a conference 
which in their tongue they call a komenton”. After stormy discussions they came back and crossed 
over the sea one way or another and returned to their relatives in Triaditza. They sent messages 
to the Pechenegs who lived in other places and joined them after they armed themselves with 
available weapons. Soon after that they arrived in Philippoupolis and via Haemus they reached 
the plain of the Danube and camped there along the river called Osmon. Selte alone rested in 
Lobitzos (Lovech). Meanwhile Arianites straightway organized the Macedonian army and went 
after them (Skylitzes-Wortley, 244-245) 

This chronicle and other ones have reported that the Pechenegs settled in the so-called 
Hundred Mountains (Stohulmie) north of the Balkan Mountains and they became a constant 
threat for the Empire. 

We return to the narrative of John Skylitzes and find out that the Emperor called up 
Kegenes for a council in the capital city. He recalled immediately and together with his army 
camped out in the field of Maita. But before meeting the Emperor, he became a victim of a plot 
organised by three Pechenegs who attacked him at night and wounded him by swords though 
not fatally. The body-guards who detected them immediately; they made some feeble resistance 
and ran off but they were captured when several men together with Baltzar, son of Kegenes, 
came running at the cries for help. In the morning Baltzar placed his father in a four-wheeled 
carriage, dragging the conspirators behind the carriage in chains. He dare not do any more than 
that to them as they were appealing to the Emperor. Then with the whole army on horseback 
except him and his brother Goulinos on foot, following the carriage drawn by two horses, he 
came to the Emperor. When they arrived at the Hippodrome they stopped the carriage there 
while Baltzar went to the Emperor. When he was introduced to the presence, the Emperor asked 
him why he did not punished his father's murders right away. “Because they were invoking your 
name" the other replied, at which the Emperor began to have some very dark suspicions. Quick 
as a flash he had the prisioners brought before them and put the question to them: Why had 
they undertaken to kill the Patrician? "Because he was evilly disposed towards your reign and 
to the city; he was intending to enter the city at dawn, to slaughter everybody in it, pillage the 


140 





city and return to the Pechenegs." He ought to have examined these statements to find out the 
truth but that is not what he did; he put his faith in some irresponsible and inconsistent accusa- 
tions. Under pretence of getting Kegenes healed and restored he brought him into the capital 
and confined him in the Elephantiné [prison], locating his sons each in a different place some 
distance from him. The rest of the Pechenegs he entertained with food and drink under pretence 
of being well disposed towards them but in fact doing everything in his power to deprive them 
of weapons and horses and to hold them in fortresses (Skylitzes-Wortley, 244-245). 

The Pechenegs people became aware of these actions... when night fell and nobody was sus- 
pecting anything, they left the camp and travelled all without stopping. On the third day they crossed 
the Haemus and were united with the main body of Pechenegs (Skylitzes-Wortley, 244-245). 

John Skylitzes and other chroniclers from this time reported the unsuccessful attempts of 
the empire to deal with the Pechenegs. After being defeated near Yambol and soon after that 
again near the Hundred Hills, the emperor signed a thirty-year peace treaty with the Pechenegs. 
Together with his people Tyrach returned to their tribe from Constantinople where he was a 
hostage. However, the peace was not durable. In 1050 the Byzantines were again defeated under 
the walls of Adrianoupolis. It was necessary that urgent measures had to be taken on behalf of 
the empire. 

“Searching to stiffen his resistance to the Pechenegs, the Emperor brought Kegenes out of 
prison and sent him to them and winning their support for the Emperor... Kegenes set out and 
despatched a delegation to the Pechenegs who promised him oaths to do whatever he wanted. 
Trusting their oaths, he went to them and was promptly murdered and cut up into small pieces" 
(Skylitzes-Wortley, 250-251). 

Thus this chieftain of Pechenegs ended his life. 

The main question provoked by the quoted information and the presence of a seal of John 
Kegenes, a magistros and archon of Patzinakias, is: can we judge the two persons, one from the 
chronicle and the second from the seal, as identical? 

The text and image of the seal make this possibility very acceptable. On the obverse St. 
John the Baptist is presented. The Christian and pagan names of this newly converted nomad, 
archon of Patzinakias, are inscribed on the reverse. All this completely coincides with the evi- 
dence concerning Kegenes. 

It is necessary to emphasize that the text quoted above from the chronicle shows that 
Kegenes rather often sent and received messages from the emperor and other dignitaries. The 
only fact which does not coincide with the information of the chroniclers and the text of the seal 
is that Kegenes was a patrikios during the period between 1048, when he had been accepted as a 
friend and ally of the Byzantines, and 1049, the year of his imprisonment. John Kegenes from 
the seal was a magistros. If Kegenes from the seal and Kegenes from the chronicles were one 
and the same person, then probably in this rank he was appointed in 1050, when he was the only 
opportunity the Byzantines to oppose the Pechenegs by their fellow-countrymen. We also know 
from the seal that he was not only nominated magistros but he was appointed archon of Patzi- 
nakias as well, i.e. independent ruler of all Pechenegs settled on the territory of the empire as 
"friends and allies of the Byzantines". Probably this was the reason for his atrocious murder. As 
it was written above, after signing the thirty-year peace treaty between the Pechenegs and the 
empire, Tyrach returned to his people in the capacity of supreme chieftain called by the Byzan- 
tines “tzar” (basilleus). But by the promotion of Kegenes to the rank of archon of Patzinakias, 
Tyrach was practically dethroned and the empire directly interfered the internal affairs of the 
Pechenegs. This was another reason for the brutal murder of Kegenes. 

As was outlined above, the first molybdobull was found in Silistra and hence it affixed the 
correspondence of John Kegenes, magistros and archon of Patzinakias, to an unknown addressee 
in Dristra during the period of 1050-1051. Who was this addressee? We do not possess concrete 
information about the situation in Dristra. Either the city was still in the possession of the 
Byzantines, or the chieftains of the Pechenegs known from a later period sojourned there. 
Considering the fact that some seals which belonged to katepanoi of Paradunavon (for instance 
Demetrios Katakalon, Theodore Pegonites etc.) from this time and a little later are known, it 
could be assumed that Dristra was a Byzantine fort post. Probably Kegenes wrote to the governor 
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of Dristra and it is possible that the latter was still the patrikios Michael, son of the logotetes 
Anastasios, whom Kegenes contacted for the first time in 1047. Now, with his letters from 1050- 
1051 John Kegenes probably coordinated his further actions for neutralizing the enemy. But 
fortune had predestined him for a different fate, as was written above. 

Naturally, at the end of our analysis, we have to assume another possibility that John Ke- 
genes, magistros and archon of Patzinakias, could be one of the sons or grandchildren of Kegenes 
employed by the Byzantines. It is known that one of the sons of Kegenes was Baltzar (named as 
his grandfather) and the other one was Goulinos. It is possible that there was a third son or some 
other descendant of theirs. In Byzantium there was a practice that when employed, a foreigner 
founded a new clan and his name, usually the pagan one, became a patronym of his descendants. 


60. Παφλαγονίας 


According to some researchers, this theme was established on November 11^, 826 but 
according to others, this happened in 842. It was situated in Asia Minor on the coast of Black 
Sea and this was the reason for the simultaneous existence of a navy and a land army. Its neighbours 
were Armeniakon, Charsianon and Bucellarion. 

Bibliography: Pertusi, De tem., 136-137; Ahrweiler, Le Mer, 110-111; Oikonomides, Listes, p. 349; Gregoriou- 
Ioanidou, 42.28. 


60.1 Ῥωμανός πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Παφλαγονίας (XI^ century) 

Museum of History. Dobrich, no. I 1279. Bought in Silistra. D. 25-27 mm: field 22 mm; thickness 2 mm. Incom- 
plete imprint. This concerns especially the reverse, on which whole fields are not imprinted. A fragment is 
cut or broken. Perhaps the blank was damaged. But all this did not impede the reading. 

Ed. lHfopnanos, Cunucrpa, IV, Ne 19. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding medallion of the Child Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. Along 
border of dots circular inscription: ΘΚΕ........ 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
ΡΩΜΑ |. ACCHAO'| .CTPAT'| .HAOAA | TON.. 
+O(cotd)ke [βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ] Ῥωμα[ν(ῷ)] (πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ) [(kai)] 
στρατ(η)[γ(ῷ)] Παφλαγον[ία(ς)] 


61. Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος 


61.1 Λέων Νικερίτης πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ ἀναγρφεὺς Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος 
(last quarter of the ΧΙ century) 

In a private collection, offered for sale to the National Museum of History, Sofia. Found in the region of Burgas. 
D. 22-24 mm. Incomplete imprint. 


Unpublished. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 
ΛΕΟΝΤΙ. | ΠΡΟΕΔΡ. | KAIAN. | TPA®.. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
HEAO | TIONNH.. |. CAAA | TONIK€ | PITH 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οήγϑ(ει)] Λέοντι [(πρωτο)]προέδρ[ῳ] Καὶ ἀν[α]γραφ[εῖ] 
Πελοποννή[σου (καὶ)] Ἑλλάδ(ος) τῷ Νικερίτῃ 
The owner of the seal was Leo Nikerites. From the narrative sources and sphragistic mon- 
uments that have reached us, Seibt (Bleisiegel, no. 99) suggests the following cursus honorum: 
a) βεστάρχης (10709): 
b) πρόεδρος (1070s-1080s); 
C) πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Πελοποννήσου (1080s); 
d) in 1087 he was at the emperor's disposal during the negotiations with the Pechenegs; 
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e) [κουροπαλάτης] καὶ δοὺξ Παραδουνάβου (1091); 

f) πρστονοβελλίσιµος (1103); 

g) πρστονοβελλίσιµος καὶ μέγας δοὺξ καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Κύπρος (after 1103); 

h) πρστονοβελλίσιµος (1103); 

i) commander of the garrison in Dever during the war against the Normans in 1108; 

j) commander of an advanced guard during the war against the Seljuks in 1116. 

Since he was an eunuch, he was not honoured with the rank of sebastos and probably 
completed his career as protonobelissimos. 

In spite of the abundant information about this person, his position of πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ 
ἀναγρφεὺς Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος is unknown. It is too close to that presented by the seals of 
πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ ἀναγρφεὺς Πελοπονήσου. This position could be assumed as just one referred 
to by the author of the Life of St. Meletios: Λέων Νικερίτης πραίτωρ Ἑλλάδος καὶ Πελοπονήσου. 

It is interesting that in the region of Burgas where he had stayed according to the informa- 
tion of the narrative sources, even though during a later period, at least two molybdobulls fea- 
turing Leo Nikerites in different periods of his career have been found as βεστάρχης (unpub- 
lished seals from the Museum of History in Shoumen and here as πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ ἀναγρφεὺς 
Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος. 


62. Πλίσκοβα 


The former first Bulgarian capital. The city preserved its importance as a large administrative 
and military centre after the transfer of the capital to Preslav, as well as in the years of Byzan- 
tine domination. On the territory of Pliska more than 70 Byzantine seals have been discovered, 
most of which date to the time of Byzantine domination. One is impressed by the fact that many 
of them were owned by catepanoi, strategoi, kleisourarchoi and taxiarchoi, 1.6. by rulers of 
larger or smaller provincial military-administrative units or of military units which were sta- 
tioned in the provenances. It is quite natural that they wrote to their local colleague. The seal 
presented below helps us identify one of these rulers of Pliska. 


Bibliography: Viopnauon, Ππµοκα, 281-302; Mopaanos, Monerure u rieuaruTe oT Manca, 135-167. 


62.1 Φιλόθεος Φραγκοπούλος πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτρικλίνου Καὶ 
στρατηγὸς Πλίσκοβα (XI'* century) 

Museum of History, Shoumen. Found by a treasure hunter with a metal detector on the territory of medieval 
Pliska. D. 26-27 (25) 4 mm. W. 10.50 g. Well centered but incomplete imprint. The end letters are erased. 
The surface of the molybdobul is perfectly preserved. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Michael facing, wears imperial vestments; holds a scepter (r. hand) and a globus 
cruciger (|. hand). Inscription in two columns: ..|| X-A-A. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


-K€R'G' | DHA’@EO | A’CITO@APIE | IITSXTK | A'N"SCTP |TT ΠΛΚΑ | T'PP'K' 
ἘΚ(ύρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) Φηλ(ο)θέο (πρωτο)σπ(α)ϑαρί(ῳ) £x(i) τοῦ Χρ(υσοτρι)γκλ(ί)ν(ου) 
(Καὶ) στρ(α)τ(η)γ(ῷ)] Πλ(ίσ)κ(οβ)α τ(ῷ) Φρ(αγ)κ(οπούλῳ) 

All letters of seal text are well preserved. The problem is how to decipher the abbreviations 
which are evidently more than usual. The engraver probably found it hard to contain this large 
text on the comparatively small space of the seal and he was forced to make frequent abbrevia- 
tions. It is difficult to read the toponym composed by four letters: ΠΛΚΑ. I have decided that 
this toponym hides the name of Πλ(σ)κα or Πλ(ίσ)κ(οβ)α, as it is in the Byzantine sources. The 
only Bulgarian source which mentioned the name of the old capital (the Chatalar column) writes 
TACKA (on its etymology and orthography see ΡΕΙΙΕΒΠΗΘΒ, ]Topeoó6vaneapcku uaónucu, c. 217). 

In another group of seals, the toponym ΠΕΡΔΟΕΑ = Περδσ(λά)βα(ς) is written in a simi- 
lar way (see no. 63.6). 

No details are known about the person of this strategos of Pliska. The Francopouloi family 
betrays Western provenance. 
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63. Πρεσϑλάβας - Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 
A . Πρεσϑλάβας 


This medieval city was situated south of the present city which has the same name. The infor- 
mation about its establishment are legendary and, naturally, they are inconsistent. According 
to Pseudo-Kodin, Preslav, similarly to Dristra and Constantia, was founded by Emperor Con- 
stantine the Great (306-337). Anna Comnena asserted that Preslav was a Hellenic city named 
Megaloupolis and its name was changed after it was seized by the Bulgarian Khan Krum (803- 
814). In the Bulgarian apocrypha the origin of Πρεσϑλάβας is related to the time and affairs of 
Tzar Symeon I (893-927). 

The importance and role of Preslav in medieval Bulgaria is attested by the narrative sources 
of its contemporary writers, as well as by the finds unearthed during archaeological excavations. 

The medieval settlement of Preslav was established during the VIII^-IX'^ century. Before being 
nominated as capital city of Bulgaria, it was a strategic stronghold where the ichergou-boil, one 
of the first assistants of the ruler, had resided. There were warehouses for heavy armaments 
(chain-armours and cuirasses) in the city enough for about one third of the Bulgarian army and 
a large garrison was stationed there. 

The city was proclaimed as capital in 893. The Russians captured it in 969. In the spring of 
971 (21* April) it was seized by the Byzantines. During the period of 971-986 the city was named 
Ioanoupolis, as it was a centre of a strategeia so called and was often united with its neighbours 
Dorostorum and Thrace (see here nos. 34.15-19; 38.3-4). 

In 986 the city was liberated by the Bulgarians but in 1000 it was recaptured from the Byzan- 
tines and its former name was restored. At the time of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom Preslav 
was an important economic and administrative centre. It was conquered by the Turks in 1388. 

Some information about this city can be found in the narratives of the following authors from the 
XI" century which is the time of dating of the seals bearing the toponym Πρεσϑλάβας - Πρεσϑλαβίτζας: 

John Skilitzes, Historiarum compendium (after 1057) 

The name of Preslav is reported in connection with the following events: 

1000: The Byzantine army took the Great and the Little Preslav [τῆν μεγάλην Περσϑλάβαν 
Καὶ τὴν μὶκραν] (see Scylitzae, 343.85-344.86; PHBH, 6, c. 280). 

1053: "The Pechenegs built a rampart around the Great Preslav (τῆν μεγάλην Περσϑλάβαν 
[Πρεσϑλάβαν in a manuscript ABV and Πρεασϑλάβαν in UJ), See Scylitzae, 475.22; PHBH, 6, c. 324. 

Michael Ataliat, Historia (after 1079) 

1053: [concerning Michael Akolutes] “he spent all day near the Great Preslav (τὴν μεγάλην 
Πραισϑλάβαν)”. See Muxaua Araanar, Zcmopus- ΓΗΡΗ, 6, c. 170. 

Anna Comnena, A /exiade (after 1138) 

1087: during the campaign of the Byzantine emperor against the Pechenegs in Dristra, she 
reported several times the name of Preslav: Before starting a crucial battle, Palaelogus and Mau- 
rokatakalon advised the emperor: “we have to set off for the Great Pristlava (τὴν μεγάλην 
Πρισϑλάβαν)... and we could have the best fortified stronghold of Great Pristlava (τὴν μεγάλη 
Πρισϑλάβα). This glorious city has not been named before with a barbarian name but it has 
been named with the Greek name Megalipolis. When the Bulgarian basileus Mokros and his 
descendants... started to attack the West, the city was given a compound name consisting of a 
Greek word for “great” (μεγάλη) and the Slavonic Pristlava. Thus it started to be named in all 
sources Megalis (the Great) Pristlava μεγάλην Πρισϑλάβα.” (see Anexcuada, 62-63). 

John Zonaras, Historia (XII^ century) 

In 1000: "With the help of his commanders he took the Great and the Little Preslav (τὴν 
μεγάλην Περσϑλάβαν Καὶ τὴν μίκραν)᾽ (see 3onapa, 181-182). 

Niketas Choniates, Historia (after 1206) 

1185: It concerns the brothers Assen and Peter after their rebellion: "... They set off for Preslav 
(Πρισϑλάβα) [this was a very old city built of baked bricks and most of it was surrounded by 
the Haemus mountain]” (see Hukura Xonnar, Ucmopus.- PHBH, 9, ο. 27). 

Idrissi, Geography (XII century) 

"And among the cities of Romania (Barasklafissa, Megali Barasklafa)..." 
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*Between Batarni (Petrin) and Burfantu a river is located running from Barasklafa (Sklafa)". 

“It takes a day's trip from Burfantu (Provadia) to the city of Megali Barasklafa (Great Preslav). 
The last mentioned is a middling city densely populated. There is a river of average size near to 
the city which flows from Barasklafa." 

“It takes a day from Megali Barasklafa to the city of Varbysius (Vurbitza)" (see ΗΕΠκΟΒ, 
Hopucu, c. 69). 

The Byzantine chronicles from the second half of the ΧΙ century added the epithet μέγας 
meaning “Great” to the name instead to the noun “city”. Therefore the name of the city was the 
Great Preslav. 

For the first time this name was used by John Skylitzes about events in 971 but this happened 
a hundred years later: *... And he camped out near to the city of Great Preslav (τῆς πόλεως τῆς 
μεγάλης Περσϑλάβα)᾽”. In this case “Great” is not typical of the noun “city” but it is part of the 
name of the city and thus some reiteration appeared between the two components of the name - 
a great and glorious city. 

How we can explain this fact? The mentioned epithet was not always obligatory even in the 
narrative of Skilitzes but as a whole it was adopted by the other chroniclers of the XI" century. 
We found it also inscribed on seals of the strategos of the city, protospatharios Andronicus 
Ducas. The reiteration obviously perplexed Anna Komnena, an erudite, who knew very well the 
meaning of “Glorious” or “Great”, so as to explain (out of place) the name of the city and the 
reasons for adding the epithet *megali" (μέγας). 

What was the reason for adding the epithet “μέγας7} After studying the development of 
titles and positions in Byzantium during the XI" century, we can ascertain that almost all of 
them have added the epithet μέγας: μέγας δομέστἰκος; μέγας δρουγγάριος; μέγας κουράτωρ; 
μέγας λογοϑέτης; μέγας πριμικήρίος; μέγας σακελλάριος, etc. and this concerns also the 
church hierarchy. The usual indication for the big cities and especially for the capital was 
μεγαλόπολις (see Tivcev, P. Sur les cites byzantines aux XI-XII siecles.- Byzantinobulgarica, 
I, 1962, p. 149). 

Probably in this sense the name of the city of Preslav (a big city, the former capital of the 
Bulgarians) had been augmented with the epithet μέγας. It is obvious that µεγαλόπολις, used 
by Anna Komnena when she reported some events in the capital or other big city, is connected 
with µεγάλη πόλις, the Hellenic name of Preslav according to the same author. 

Megali Barasklava equivalent to μεγάλης Περσϑλάβα was mentioned in the Arabian sources 
(of them only the Geography of al-Idrissi is available) which probably had used Byzantine sources. 


B. Περσὺλαβίτζας 


Retracing the documentary sources with the name of Preslav during the centuries, we remem- 
bered subconsciously or openly the name of another medieval Bulgarian city known in the literature 
as Preslavetz, the Little Preslav or Preslavitza. Over the last hundred years the location of this 
city has been discussed (not so much the time of its existence) but quite often the names and the 
location of the two cities were confounded. In these discussions two problems could be out- 
lined: its location and existence. To solve these two problems we have to return to the original 
sources. 

The name of Preslavetz, the Little Preslav or Preslavitza is reported in the following sources: 

The Russian Primary Chronicle, ΧΙ c. “Iloeecme ΕΡΟΜΘΗΗΝΙΧ nem" have mentioned the name 
Pereyaslavetz, Pereyaslav, etc. but it is often stressed that it is a synonym of Preslav. 

About 6508, indict 13, John Skylitzes wrote: “the Emperor sent a large and powerful force 
against the Bulgarian encampments beyond the Haemus range, under the command of the pa- 
trician Theodorokanos and protospatharious Nikephoros Xiphias. Great and the Little Preslav 
(τὴν μεγάλην Περσϑλάβαν Καὶ τῆην μικραν) were taken; Pliska too; then the Roman army 
returned, triumphant and intact. In the following year the Emperor set out against Bulgaria, 
this time through Thessalonica. Dobromir, governor of Berroea (who was married to a niece of 
Samuel) joined the Emperor's ranks and surrendered his town, for which he was honoured with 
the title of anthypatos." (L'HBH, 6, 280-281; Skylitzes-Wortley, 184-185) 
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In the Epitome historiarum of John Zonaras this passage is shortened, as it is expected: “He 
captured the Great and the Little Preslav with the help of generals, as well as Pliska. Berroea 
was handed over to the emperor by Dobromir who deserted to the Byzantines." (PHBH, 7, c. 187) 

In the Old Bulgarian translation of John Zonaras the passage concerning Preslav is omitted 
and only the following is reported: "Then he captured the big and glorious Iberia and the small 
one. Their governor Dobromir himself surrendered to the tzar." (CBJI, 3, c. 230) 

It is difficult to explain this confusion. Perhaps it is due to some technical mistake in the 
original or to the inadequate qualifications of the translator. Another possible reason is also 
that this settlement with these varieties of its name was already unknown. 

An annalist's note annexed to the Old Bulgarian translation of the chronicle of Constantine Ma- 
nasses concerning the years between 1000 and 1018 indicated: "Then Tzar Basil routed Samuel, the 
Tzar of the Bulgarians... and seized Budin and Pliska, as well as the Great and the Little Preslav". 

We do not know what concrete sources Skylitzes used for this period but we have the infor- 
mation of Leo the Deacon, a participant in the campaign of 971 when this region was con- 
quered. Nowhere did he report a city with such a name. 

John Skylitzes himself described these events in a similar manner. He did not report either a 
city or a settlement named Little Preslav during all military campaigns in northeastern Bulgar- 
ia. And immediately, in 1000 “he seized the Great and the Little Preslav with the help of gener- 
als, as well as Pliska." The passage, quoted above, from the history of Skylitzes was a subject of 
discussions related mainly to the scope of the Byzantine conquest in 1000. The omission of the 
name Dristra gave some researchers grounds to assume that the offensive stopped at Preslav 
and its surroundings, and Dristra was not seized by the Bulgarians. 

On the basis of his analysis of the names “the Great and the Little Preslav”, P. Diaconu 
accepts that the Little Preslav (Preslavetz) was situated near to the Great Preslav but not along 
the Danube River. He also suggests that it could be located in the medieval stronghold near to 
the present village of Khan Krum (see Diaconu, Autour, 44-49). 

Simultaneously, we have to remember that John Skylitzes was a well informed writer and if 
he reported the conquest of the Great and of the Little Preslav in 1000, then this information 
can not be ignored. But it is difficult to determine what exactly this means. Since other sources 
did not make a similar distinction and did not note this toponym, the following hypotheses 
could be proposed: 

The toponym of "Little Preslav" is related to the citadel of Preslav which towered above all 
the city, and it was called by Leo the Deacon "the palace of the Tzar" and by Skylitzes “a 
fortress within the palaces”. It accommodated seven or eight thousand "Scythes". The toponym 
of Great Preslav refers to the outside of the city which covered a territory of over three thou- 
sand and five hundred decares. 

The situation with the stronghold Mundraga and the city of Dristra was similar (about their 
location see bemen;men, /Jopeoó6vacapcku, 198-200). 

The Geography of al-Idrissi also provided some information about such a city. "Via the steppe 
it takes four days [of trip] from Dristra to the city of Barasklafisa in the East [Barasklafisa, 
Barasklafsa or Br(1)sklaf(1)sa) according to the latest reading of Prof. Irfan Shahid, see Oikono- 
mides, Presthlavitza, p. 6, n. 23-24.] This city is situated along a river near Havuza... It takes 
four days from Barasklafisa to the city of Dissina [Machin] in the East” (see Heukos, Hopucu, c. 
79). In the quoted review the city of Barasklafisa is identified as Preslavetz or the Little Preslav 
(see Heakob, Hdpucu, 134-135). 

The latest commentary of these maps and attempts for locating the mentioned settlements con- 
tain a hypothesis that probably Megali Barasklafisa and Barasklafisa were one and the same city, 
and that it was wrongly plotted on the maps of al-Idrissi twice in two different sections. Similar 
mistakes were made with the presentation of Constantinople and Adrianopolis (see Kenneposa, C., 
b. ΡΕΙΠΕΒΙΜΟΒ. Paakanckuam noayocmpoa, usoópasen 6 kapmume na an-Hopucu, C., 1990, c. 76). 

A third kind of sources are various maps from the XV"-X VI" centuries (see the bibliographical 
review of KyaeB, 3a uvenara, c. 62): 

a) Some sea charts (from the XV"-X VI" centuries) put the name of Proslavica or Proslaviza 
at the delta of the Danube but in others, especially these from the XIV" century, this name is 
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missing. According to the opinion of Al. Kuzev, this settlement probably was not commercially 
important and interesting for the Italian sailors in the Black Sea, all the more so since that the 
settlement was situated far from the sea. l 

b) The name of Proslauiza is noted on a number of maps from the XVI"-XVII'^ centuries. For 
instance, the maps of Merkator (within a map edited in Duissburg on 13^ March 1589), as well as 
the maps of Jakoppo Castaldo from 1584 and these of Hulsius Levinius from 1630, presented 
Proslauiza as a big, well fortified city similar to Drestor, Kilia, Kilia Nouva, Bialigrod and Varna. 

Although the locating of the settlement is not possible in every case, as well as its dating to a 
great extent is impossible (what raises suspicions whether this settlement was the one consid- 
ered or it was the former capital city of Preslav), a settlement named Proslaviza is located at the 
delta of Danube during the XVI^-XVII* century. However, it is difficult to identify this settle- 
ment with our Preslavetz or the Little Preslav from the ΧΙ century. According to P. Diakonu, 
this settlement could be related to the settling of the Russian Old Believers in the early 17^ 
century (Diaconu, Autour, p. 39). 

Seals bearing the toponym Πραισϑλάβας or Πραισϑλάβίτζας: 

A. στρατηγὸς : 

1. ᾿Αέτιος πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσϑλαβίτζας [IIEPOAARITZAC; 
ΠΕΡΟΘΛΕ ], see here no. 63.1. 

2. ᾿Ανδρόνικος Δούκας πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς μεγάλης Πραισϑλάβας or 
Πραισϑλαβίτζας [THC M ΠΡΑΙΟΘΛΑΒΕ, see here no. 63.2. 

3. Ἰωάννης β᾿πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς Περσκλάβας [ΠΕΡΟΚΛΑΒΑ, see here no. 63.3. 

4. Ἰωάννης Μαλέας πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς Περσϑλαβίτζας [IIEPCOA'RT, see 
here no. 63.4. 

5. Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας [[TPECOAARITZAC], see 
here no. 63.5. 

6. Κωνσταντῖνος Καραντηνὸς πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ tod χρυσοτρικλίνου kai στρατηγὸς 
Περδσλάβας [ΠΕΡΔΟΚΑ], see here no. 63.6. 

7. Λέων Πηγονίτης πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸος Πρεσὺλαβίτζας [ΠΡΕΟΘΕΙΤΕ], see 
here no. 63.7 

8. Μαλέσιος β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας [ΠΡΕΟΘΛΑΕΙΤΕΓΊ, pre- 
sented by a specimen of the Hermitage collection (M-6096). See Vopnanos, IIpecnasuua, Ne 7. 

9. Μελίας πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς HpeoOAapitGoac[IIPECOA'R'], see here no. 63.9. 

10. Μάλις πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσκλαβίτζας [IIPECKAARITZAC], see here 
no. 63.8. 

B. Κομμερκιάριος: 

11. Εὐστράτιος ῬωμανιάΚκης σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος kai Κομμερκιάριος Περσϑλαβίτζας 
[TIE PCOAARTAC], presented by two specimens from the collections of DO 47.2.2128 and Fogg 
A. M., no. 1750. See Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 78.1. 

12.Ἰωάννης Κομμερκιάριος Περσϑλαβίτζας [ITEPCOA'R'THC], presented by a single speci- 
men from the collection of DO. 47.2.137. See Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 78.2. 

13. Σέργιος χαρτουλάριος Καὶ Κομμερκιάριος Πρεσϑλαβίτζας [MPECOA’.TAC], presented 
by two specimens from the collections of Fogg A.M., no. 860, and Zacos, II. See Zacos, Seals, 
IT, no. 1043; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 78.3. 

While in the documentary sources (historical writings, chronicles, annals) which have 
survived in different translations we have ascertained some confusions and even in many cases 
Preslav is confounded with and replaced by Preslavitza, the seals are reliable evidence because 
they were official means of administration. 

The following versions of the toponym are present on the thirteen groups of seals, nos: 
1, ΠΕΡΘΛΑΕΙΤΖΑΟ, IIEPCOA'R'; 2. THC M IIPAICOAAR’; 3. IEPCKAARA’; 4. TIEPCOA’R’; 
5. IIPECOAARITZAC; 6. ΠΕΡΔΟΒΑ: 7. ΠΡΕΟΘΕΙΤΟ; 8. ΠΡΕΟΘΛΑΕΙΤΟ: 9. IIPECOA'R'; 10. 
IIPCECKAARITZAC; 11. IIGPCOAARTAC,; 12. IIEPCOA'R'THC; 13. IIPECOA'.TAC. 

Comparing them, we can draw some conclusions about the toponym. It could be surely 
defined that the toponym TIPECOAAR is inscribed only in two cases - no. 3 and no. 6 
[ΠΕΡΟΚΛΑΚΑ’ ΠΕΡΔς ΚΑ]. It could be assumed that the same toponym is briefly inscribed in 
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nos. Ib, 2, 4 and 9 [TIEPCOA’R’; THC M IIPAICOAAR'; TIEPCOA’R’: MPECOA’R’]. But in 
these cases it is also possible that the inscribed toponym is IIPCECOAABITZAC. 

The toponym ΠΡΕΟΘΛΑΒΙΤΖΑΟ is certainly inscribed in eight cases: nos. la, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11-13. 

The balance sheet is in IIPECOA ABITZAC' s favour. The seals of the commerciarias are related 
to this toponym too. If the documents issued by the strategos's chancellery had been signed 
with the toponym IIPCECOAABITZAC, then it really existed. 

What was this administrative centre? Undoubtedly it was connected with the toponym 
IIPÉCOAARAC. In preceding publications (including ours) of the seals bearing the toponym 
MPECOAABITZAC and belonging to Byzantine provincial officials, the suffix ITZAC was 
assumed as a diminutive form of the toponym ΠΡΕΟΘΛΑΚΑΟ - ΠΡΕΟΘΛΑΒΙΤΖΑΟ and hence 
it referred to another settlement equivalent to Preslavetz or the Little Preslav. 

Now, in the light of the conclusions drawn above, that there is reliable information for attesting 
the existence of another medieval Bulgarian settlement named Preslavetz or the Little Preslav, 
we could suggest that, much as it is illogical, that the toponyms ΠΡΕΟΘΛΑΒΑΟ and IIPECOAABITZAC 
were an identical settlement, the former Bulgarian capital. What was the reason for this change? 

P. Diaconu has assumed that the suffix ITZAC in Greek means feminine gender of Slavonic 
toponyms which is reasonable because in Bulgarian the gender of Preslav is masculine but in 
Greek it is feminine (see P. Diaconu. De nouveau a propos de Presthlavitza.- Südost Forschun- 
gen, 46, 1987, 290-291). 

But then à question arises: why in other cases, those of Byzantine authors and several seals, is 
the name of Preslav transcribed as IPECOAABAC? This question can not be satisfactorily and 
positively answered. 

As a last hypothesis we can propose that the chronicles followed an established model without 
entering into the grammatical sense of the name of the city, while the engraver of the seals (or 
the owner) was hampered when he came across the name of the city because he was supposed to 
transcribe and translate it into Greek. Concerning the first two groups of seals, which are chrono- 
logically earlier (these of John and Constantine Karantinos), the name of Preslav is transcribed 
by the following letters and abbreviations: ΠΕΡΟΚΛΑΒΑ” = Περσκλάβας: H€PACRA = 
Περδσλάβας and finally IPECOAABITZAC, inscribed whole or abbreviated. 

We can also confirm the existence of the two toponyms which we mentioned above. If we 
accept that the two toponyms related to one and the same settlement, the second Bulgarian 
capital, then some discrepancies crop up about the preceding interpretation of the seals. The list 
enclosed above consisting of the seals of strategoi of Preslav and Preslavitza creates the impression 
that the seals which belonged to strategoi of Preslavitza found in Preslav are more numerous than 
those of Preslav and the situation presented in the literature is similar. And, secondly, some 
persons were simultaneously strategoi of Preslav and of Preslavitza, as Aetios was one of them. 
Since they were strategoi of Preslav, others (for instance, Leo Pegonites) had sojourned in the 
strategeia of Preslav and there is some evidence for this. All this evidence tips the scales in 
favour of the identity of Preslav and Preslavitza. 

In this situation we have to correct and complete the list of known officials in Preslav from 
the X^-XI" centuries, i.e. all titularies presented by the sphragistic material considered here. 
Therefore the seals bearing these toponyms found in Bulgaria are unified and presented below 
by alphabetical order of their homonyms. 


63.1 ᾿Αέτιος πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσϑλαβίτζας 
(first quarter of the ΧΙ century) 
A. 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 19220. D. 23-24 (22?) 2.5 mm. W. 5.95 g. Good imprint but with later 
damage. 

b. Museum of History, Dobrich. Found in the area of the medieval settlement near the village of Kladentzi, 
district of Dobrich (according to the latest information of our colleague G. Atanasov from Silistra, the 
seal was found in Silistra and legalised in Kladentzi). D. 20-22 mm; field 21.5 mm; thickness 3 mm. Weak 
imprint and badly preserved specimen. 

The two specimens are struck with the same die. 
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Ed. a: Hopnauos, /7pecaae, Ne 304; b: Mopazanos, ΠρεοπαβµΠα, Ne 3-4. 

No parallels known. 

Oby. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield in |. hand (too close to the next 
representation of St. Theodore and the arrangement of the letters of his name is the same). 
Vertical inscription in two columns: 9-O€-O || A-Q-PO-C 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 

-4 - | FAE€TH | O'A'CIIAO'| SCTAPTIT"| ΠΕΡΘΛΑ | RITZA | C | -- 
+ "Aétno(c) (πρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) (Καὶ) στρατιγ(ὸς) Περ(σ)ϑλαβίτζας 


B. 
a. Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Shoumen, no. 17208. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 
b. In a private collection. Find-spot: the Sliven region. D. 23-23 mm: field 23 mm; thickness 3 mm. Well centered 


imprint but too light. Well preserved molybdobul. l 
c. In a private collection (Emil Kossev from Shoumen). We documented it on March 4*, 1997 before it was sold. 
Probably found in Preslav. D. 25-25 mm; field 23 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. Well centered imprint but too 


light. Well-preserved molybdobull. 
The three specimens are struck with the same die. 
Ed. a: Hopaauos, /7pec1a6, Ne 305; b: Mopaanos, IIpecnaguua, Ne 1-2; c: Unpublished. 
Parallels: in the Fogg A. M. collection, no. 2284, another specimen is preserved which is struck with the same die 
(see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 69.1). 
Obv. Bust of St. Theodore as above, but struck with a different die. Vertical inscription in two 
columns: ©-Q€-O || A-@-PO-C 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
- 4 - |JRA€TIO | A'CIAG' SC | TPATTI€ | PCOA'R | - + - 
-᾿᾽Αέτιο(ς) (πρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) (kai) στρατ(ηγὸς) Περσϑλ(α)β(ίτζας) 
The publishers of the specimen from the Fogg A. M. collection have assumed that the 
toponym IIEPCOA'R' means Πρεσϑλάβας. l μη l 
The next two specimens are badly imprinted and preserved which makes difficult their 


reading and identification with the two groups presented above. 


C. 
Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 26851. D. 28-28 (22) 4 mm. W. 15.20 g. The blank is rather thick. 


Ed. Mopaanos, /7pecaae, Ne 306. 
No parallels known. 


Obv. Scarcely visible bust of St. Theodore, as above. Vertical inscription: ..... [[A-G@)-PO - 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

-+- |A.T. |. A'CHAO!| ....... | MPEC... | Β.... 

Α[έ]τ[ηοί(ς)] (πρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) [(Καὶ) στρατηγ(ὸς)] Πρεσ[δλα]βίίτζαί ς)] 
D. 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 26851. Deformed molybdobul bent in two. 

Ed. Hopaanos, /7pecaae, Ne 307. 

No paralells known. 

Obv. Visible is half of the bust of St. Theodore, as above. Vertical inscription in two columns: 
ΜΠ [Δ-.-ΡΟ-. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
* A.T. | .A'CII.. | SCTPA... | ON... |. AA. 
+’Afe]t[no(¢)] (πρωτο)σπ[αϑ(άριος)] (καὶ) στρα[τηγ(ὸς) τ]ὸν [Πρε(σ)δ]λα[β(Ώτίζας)] 
The attribution of these two seals to the governors of Preslavitza is conditional and this 

especially concerns the last specimen. Nevertheless they are too close to the first two groups. 


63.2 ᾿Ανδρόνικος Δούκας πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς µεγαλης 
Πραισϑλάβας or Πραισϑλάβιτζας (1030s-1040s) 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 22909. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 22-23 (22) 3 mm. W. 9.90 g. 
Incomplete and weak imprint. A small portion of the blank is broken. 
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b. Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 88. Found in Pliska during archaeological excavations in 
1930 under the supervision of K. Myatev. D. 25-25 mm; field 22 mm; thickness 2.8 mm. Incomplete im- 
print. The initial letters of almost all lines of the text on the reverse are out of the blank. Well-preserved 


molybdobul. 
c. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 28079. Found in the warehouse of the archaeological excavations in the 
southwestern corner of the inner city of Preslav in May 1991. A fragment (about a quarter of an originally 


good imprint). D. 14-20 (of the seal itself over 20) mm. 

d. Private collection (N. Nikolov. Razgrad). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 22-25 mm; field 22 mm; thickness 3 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. The initial letters of almost all lines of the text on the reverse are out of the blank. 
Well-preserved molybdobul. 

All four specimens are struck with the same die. 

Ed. a: Hopnanos, /7pecaue, Ne 303; b: Vopaauos, Mancka, Ne |; c-d: Unpublished, 

No parallels known. 

Oby. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns: @©-@E-. || A - ... 

Rev. Inseription of six lines: 


a)|.NAPON|. ΟΠΑΘ | CTPATIT'| .. CMIIP . l.. AARO | . 8K’ 


b) | .NAPON | A’CITA@’S | ΟΤΡΑΤΙΓΊ T. CMTIPE | COAAR’ . | ASK? 

μ.ο. ως ἀπ ρω THOSE se ee ΠΕΕ ΡΕ sa 2 

d) |.NAPO . | A'CIAG". | CTPAT..| THCMII..|. ΘΛΑΒ᾽. | A8 

a-d: [Α]νδρόν(ικος) (πρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) (kai) στρατιγ(ὸς) τῆς µ(ε)γ(άλης) 

Πρεσϑλάβ(ας) o Aovk(ac) 

In our preceding publication we presented an analysis of the person of this dignitary and 
the son of the caesar John Ducas, Andronicus, was preferred among the known representatives 
of the Ducas from the XI" century during an earlier period of his career. 

Now, in the light of new evidence about Preslav and Preslavitza, an earlier dating is possi- 
ble and it could be related to Andronicus Ducas, the father of the future emperor Constantine X 
(see Polemis, Doukai, no. 11). The common patron, St. Theodore, depicted on the seals of the 
titularies of Preslavitza, to be has also rethought (see here no. 63.1,2,5,7,9). One of the generals 
who took part in the campaign of Roman HI Argyros in Syria during 1020, named ibn Ducas, is 
reported by the eastern chroniclers (see Felix, Zs/am, S. 86, A. 132). 


63.3 Ἰωάννης β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσκλάβας (X^-XI^ centuries) 
a-g. Find-spot: Preslav. 
h. National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 11137. Found in 1997 on the river bank of the Danube near Silistra. 
Ed. a-g: ΚΊορπαποβ, /Tpecaas, Ne 291-297; h: Hopaanos, Cunuctpa, lH, No 6. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons arising from base. Along border of dots circular 
inscription: +KEROHOITWCWAS8A’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
+ IOR'A'| CIITAO'K€ | CTPATH | TOIIEPC | KAAR 
+ Κ(ύρι)ε βοήϑ(ε)ι τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) Ἰω(άννῃ) B(xpozo)ona9(apio) kè στρατηγο 
Περσκλάβα(ς) 
ΑΙ eight specimens are struck with the same die. One is overstruck (no. 17559). Diameter 
of the newly struck field is 15 mm. Its description is the following: 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons arising from base. Along border of dots circular 
inscription: +KEROO’TWC’ ASA’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
eee [-RACH | A'AOMC€C | T..T8A | ....A 
*K(ópue βο(ή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σ(ῷ) δούλ(ῳ) Βασηλ(είῳ) δομεστ[ίκ(ῳ)] τοῦ Δ......δ 
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63.4 Ἰωάννης Μαλέας πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Περσϑλάβας 
or Περσϑλαβίτζας (first half of the XI century) 


a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 21552. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 24-25 (22) 3 mm. W. 8.80 g. 
Well-preserved molybdobul. 

b. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 28625. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 25-26 (22) 3 mm. Well- 
preserved molybdobul. 

The two specimens are struck with the same die. 

Ed. lVopaanos, /7pecaae, Ne 308-3082. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (I. hand). Vertical inscription in 
two columns : 9-NI-KO || AA-OC 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines: 


*KE€R'Oe'|TOCOAS'|IQ A'CIIAG'S | ΟΤΡΑΤΙΓΊ ΠΕΡΟΘΛΚἸ T.MAAE |-A- 

*K(ópue β(οή)δ(ει) τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Ἰω(άννη) (πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ) (kai) στρατηγ(ῷ) 

Περσϑλ(ά)βί(ας) τ[ῷ] Μαλέᾳ 

The problems of the preceding publication were related to the patronym. We have sup- 
posed that the available letters mean a wrongly written patronym Μαλέσης. Now, in the light 
of the new finds, when we have a titulary named Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης bearing a different title, 
and the subject of iconography is different, as well as some supplementary data, we have to 
reconsider the problems once again. 

There are two problems: the toponym and the patronym. In the light of the new configura- 
tion between Preslav and Preslavitza, i.e. their identification, the toponym could be as Περσϑλάβας 
or Περσϑλαβίτζας. The available letters ΜΑΛΕΙΑ could be read as patronym Μαλέα but 
Μαλέα(νω) which is also possible. 

In the unpublished collection of Zacos, consisting of family names, a seal is preserved (Za- 
cos, I, no. 1496) which presents the following: 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin. 
Rev. ΙΕΙΦΑΙΟΠΑΘΊΦΙΜΑΛΕΙΑΟ 

In the collection of Dumbarton Oaks two specimens are preserved (DO 58.106.1198 and 
DO 58.106.4973) struck with the same die. Their description is as following: 
Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas. 
Κεν. *K€R'G'|IOTIPOT|QIIPOCAPJOTOMAAH|ANO 

Probably they reflect an earlier or later stage in the career of the strategos of Preslav or 
Preslavitza. 


63.5 Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Πρεσὺλαβίτζας (1030s-1040s) 


Museum of History, Silistra, no. 87. Found on the bank of the Danube near Silistra by ΑΙ. Boev. D. 20-30 mm; 
field 24 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. A half from originally excellent imprint. 

Ed. Mopaauon, Cuiucmpa, IV, Ne 5. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Busts of two military saints facing. St. Theodore (on 1.) holding a spear (τ. hand) and a 
shield (l. hand). Inscription above head: ΘΕΟΔΟΡ. Visible on τ. is a portion of the nimbus, 
short curly hair and spear of another military saint, probably St. George, because his name 
is inscribed: 9| | €].... 

Rey. Inscription of five lines: 

“ΠΑ | .....CTPA | ....€COAA | ...ZACO | ..€CI 

[+ Ἰω(άννης)] πα[τρίκ(ιος) (kai)] στρα[τ(η)γ(ὸς) Πρ]εσϑλα[βίτ]ζας ὁ [Μα]λέσι(ς) 

In the literature some other seals which belonged to this dignitary are known. Another 
specimen is found in the strategeia of Preslav having the same description as the one presented 
here but without a toponym which also specifies the career of this dignitary (see l'lopnanos, 
Ilpecnae, Ne 359). He was a strategos of Preslavitza during the 1030s-1040s. 
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63.6 Κωνσταντῖνος Καραντηνός πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ TOD χρυσοτρικλίνου Καὶ 
στρατηγὸς Περδσλάβας (first quarter of the XI' century) 

a-e. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav 

f. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav. Found in the autumn of 1989 by Em. Kossev with a metal detector. An 
attempt for its legalization was done in Markele, near to Karnobat. D. 23.5-23.5 mm: field 23 mm: thick- 
ness 3.5 mm. Good imprint and well-preserved specimen. 

g. Private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 24-25 mm. W. 11.00 g. Good 
imprint but damaged by a strike when found. 

All seven specimens are struck with the same die. 

Ed. a-e: Hopaanos, /7pecaae, No 298-302; f-g: Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: MP || OV. Circular 
inscription along border of dots: tOKEROHOEITWCWAS8A’ 

Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
KON | A'CIIAG € | HIT8X SC | TPATITO | ΠΕΡΔΟΠΑ | TOKAP'A' 
+O(cotd)Ke βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλ(φ) Κωνσταντίνῳ (xpoto)oxod(apio) ἐπὶ τοῦ 
χρίυσοτρικλίνου) (koi) στρατηγο Περδσ(λά)βα(ς) τῷ Καρ(αν)δ(ηνῷ) 


63.7 Λέων Πηγονίτης πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 
(mid. XI" century) 


a-b. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. 


c. Preserved in Romania [MIRSR 48/15]. Prior to that it was in the former collection of Pericle Papahadji. Find- 
spot: Silistra, D. 25-27 mm; field 20 mm; thickness 3 mm. Incomplete imprint because of striking off- 
center as well as slipping of the blank in the boulloterion. Well-preserved molybdobul. 


d. Historical Museum, Shoumen. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 25-26 mm. Well-preserved molybdobul. 

e. National Historical Museum, Sofia, no. 13132. Found in Silistra. D. 17.9-20.5 mm; field 19? mm; thickness 3 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. Blank too small for die, and the imprint itself is off-centered. 

The four specimens are struck with the same die. The reverse of the fifth specimen is different, and we are not 
sure about the obverse, even though there are some different details. These differences could be due to 
some later damages or repairs of the boulloterion. 

Ed. a-b: Mopaanos, /Tpecsae, No 309-310; c: Banescu-Papahagi, Silistrie, no. 2: d: Unpublished: e: Mopganos, 
Custuctrpa, I, Ne 10. 

Parallels: In the collections of the Hermitage (M-12178, see Ulanaposckas, bonrapus, 461-462, puc. 8) and 
Fogg A. M., no. 860 (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 78.4). two other specimens are preserved 
struck with the same die as our a-d. 

Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

a-d: - X -| -K€R'O'| TOOCOA'| A’AE ONT | A'CHAO'|- x - 

e: - X-[-K€R'. | TOOCOA'| A^A€CONT | A'CIIAG?|- x - 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

a-d: - x -| SCTPA| TTIPECO’ | RIT’TOM |TONIT?] x - 

Gn cS ες... |... €COAA| RIT’TWMH| ΓΟΝΙΤῚ- x - 

+ Κ(ύρυε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δ(ού)λ(ῳ) Λέοντ(ι) (πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ)) (kai) στρατ(ηγῷ) 

Πρεσϑλαβίτζ(ας) τῷ Πηγονίτ(ῃ) 

Λέων Πηγονίτης is unknown from the narrative sources. But some other seals bearing the 
name of this person are known. 

1. In the strategeia of Preslav his other molybdobulls have been found in his capacity as 
πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς (see Mopnanos, IHIpecaae, Ne 369-371). He resided in Preslav 
during the 1050s-1060s. 

2. In the collections of Athens Museum of Numismatics (Konstantopoulos, no. 684; Stavra- 
kos, no. 210); DO 58.106.3079 and Zacos, III, no. 1554, three molybdobulls are preserved. Their 
description is as follows: 


1. τει HOE]. WCWA8|AW - ΛΕΟΝΙΤΑΤΩΠΙΙ ΟΝΗΙΤΗ 
2. ΕΚΕΙΚΟΗΘΊΤΦΟΘΙΔΕΛ’- ΛΕΟΝΙΤΑΤΟΝΙΠΙΓΟΝΙΤ᾽ 
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3. ΕΚΕΚΟΙΗΘΕΙΤΩΙΟΦΔΟΝΙΑ - ACON|TITMNITONI|T’ 

= + K(bpue βοήδει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Λεοντι τῷ Inyovitn 

They are dated generally to the second half of the XI^ century. 

3. In the collection of the Berlin Numismatic Cabinet, a molybdobull is preserved (see Sch- 
lumberger, Sig., p. 692; Laurent, Bulles metriques, no. 498, 498a). Its description is as follows: 
Obv. Bust of St. Theodore Thyron and accompanying vertical inscription: 


ΘΙΘΕΙΟΔΙΟ- ΘΙΤΗΙΡΟΙΝ᾽ 
Rev. ἘΙΤΗΡΟΝΙΟΚΕΠΟΙΟΙΛΕΟΝΤΑΙΤΟΝΠΗΓΑΙΝΙΤΗΉΝ 

= ΓΤήρον, σκέποις Λέοντα τὸν Πηγανίτην 

It is dated to the last quarter of the XI" century. 

4. In the collection of Shaw, no. 1247, a specimen is preserved with an inscription on the 
obverse and reverse: IPPADA'|COPATI|Z(O-ITHTO| NIT8A€| ΟΝΤΟΣ. This specimen is dated 
to the last quarter of the XI' century as well. It is quite possible that these five groups of seals 
belonged to one and the same person who was a strategos of Preslavitza and sojourned in Preslav. 

Who was Λέων Πηγονίτης7 This name is unknown from the narrative sources. The other 
representatives of this family, of whom something is known, are few in number likewise. 
Famous is Niketas Pegonites who took part in the military campaigns of the empire against 
Bulgaria during the first quarter of the XI" century. In the period of 1065-1066, a certain Pego- 
nites was governor of Edessa but his personal name was not reported (see ΑΡΥΤΙΟΗΟΒ8-ΦΗΛΆΗΒΗ, 
Apmane, 140-141). 

We know the following persons from their seals: 

1. Ειρήνη Πηγονιτίσση µαγίστρισσα, βεστάρχισσα καὶ δούκαινα, the third quarter of 
the ΧΙ century according to an unpublished seal from the collection of Zacos, III, no. 1606: 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin Orans without a medallion before her chest. 
Rev. CHA8|..PHNHM|.ICTPICC.|. CCTAPXIJ.HSABKAINHTHIIH|.ITICH 

2. Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης: πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς (1040s): πατρίκιος, ἀνϑύπατος, βέστης 
καὶ Κατεπάνω τὸν Παραδουνάβιτον (1050s-1060s); μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ Εδεσης before 1066 
(see here no. 58.2). 

3. Ἰωάννης Πηγονίτης στρατηγὸς Νικοπόλεως, second half of the XI^ century according 
to an unpublished seal from the collection of Zacos, III, no. 1728. 


Obv. Bust of St. John the Theologian. 


Rev. IQCTPA[THTOCNI|KATIOAON|..HTONI..THC 

4. Καλοκυρὸς Πηγονίτης σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος Καὶ ἐκ προσώπου (see Jordanov, Dobri 
dol, no. 11). 

5. Μιχαὴλ. Πηγονίτης, a private person from the second half of the XI" century, according 
to an unpublished seal from the Istanbul Museum collection, no.11693. 


Obv. Bust of a military saint. 
Rev. CTPA|.F€EROH.|MIXAHAJIIHTI:AN|-THN- 


6. Νικήτας Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δυρραχίου, about 1018 (see no. 25.1). 


What the relation was between all these representatives of the Pegonites is impossible to 
answer categorically but suggestions are possible and they are welcome. 

According to Bunescu, Leon Pegonites was a son of Niketas. Niketas and Theodore were 
contemporaries and they could be brothers because Leon was a son of one of them. 

We have to determine whose wife Irene Pegonitissa was. Perhaps her husband was the 
unknown governor of Edessa from 1065-1066 but another possibility is open. It is well-known 
that the Pegonites were related to the Dukai. Irene Pegonitissa married John Ducas, the future 
caesar John Ducas (?-1088). Before that (in 1059) he was catepano of Edessa. His wife was 
Irene, the daughter of Niketas Pegonites, i.e. the sister of Leon Pegonites. It is possible that she 
was the very woman who is known from the seal of magistrissa, vestarchissa and doukaina 
presented above. It is well-known that in Byzantium when a wife belonged to a famous family, 
she was entitled to keep her maiden name after marriage. 
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63.8 Μάλις πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Πρεσκλαβίτζας (XI century) 
Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 21529. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 21-23.5 (21) 2 mm. W. 7.80 g. 
Not very successful but well-preserved imprint. 
Ed. Mopnanos, //pec1ae, Ne 312. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons arising from base. Along border of dots circu- 
lar inscription: .. EROHOITWCOA.. 
Rey. Inscription of five lines: 
* OMA | AICA'CTIA | O'SCTPAT' | IL€CK.. | .ITZ.. 
*'O Μόλις (πρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) (koi) στρατ(ηγὸς) Π[ρ]εσκ[λαβ]ίτζ[ας] 
or * Οµάλις (πρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) (kai) στρατ(ηγὸς) Π[ρ]εσκ[λαβ]ίτζ[ας] 


63.9 Μελίας πρωτοσπαϑάριος kai στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας (XI^ century) 

Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17046. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 25-26 (20) 4 mm. W. 16.00 g. 
Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 

Ed. Hopnanos, lIpecnas, Ne 311. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of St. Theodore holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). Vertical inscription 
in two columns .-€-O || A-.-PO-. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
-+ - |+MEAT | .A’CHAO’. |. TPATIT | PECOA'| R’ 
+ Μελί[α(ς)} (πρωτο)σπαϑ(άριος) [(kai) σ]τρατιγ(ὸς) [Π]ρεσϑλ(ά)β(ας) or 
[Π]ρεσϑλ(ά)βί(ίτζας) 


64. Πυλῶν 


Pylai is identical with the modern Ciflikóy close to lalova (Pythia). As the head of one of the 
main routes into Asia Minor, it was used for imperial campaigns and it had its own hostel with 
well-defined landed properties and a xenodochos (see Oikonomides, Listes, 123, 11-19; SBS, 2, 
1990, 173-174; Zakos. Seals, Il, p. 163; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no.68). 


64.1 Δαμιανός ββεστίτωρ Καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν Πυλῶν (last quarter of the IX" c.) 


a. Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia. Found in Pliska during excavations in 1931-1937 in room B of 


a chain building north of the so-called Boyar's dwelling. D. 29-30 (?) 2.5 mm. The molybdobul is badly 
preserved, its surface is heavily damaged by corrosion and the letters are hardly visible. There is a missing 
fragment as well. 

b. Museum of History, Shoumen. It has been offered for purchase by N. Nikolov from Razgrad. The informa- 
tion is that it was discovered in Preslav (?). D. 25.5-26 (24) 3.1 mm. W. 15.4 g. Remarkably well preserved 
imprint struck slightly off-centre. 

Both specimens are imprinted with an identical boulloterion. Their comparison resulted in the reading below. 

Ed. a: ΜΟΡΠαΜΟΒ, Ππµοκα, No 15; b: unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). In the quarters: TW-CW || A8-AQ) 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

a) ---- | -*AAMIAN | R’RECTIT. .| SEENOAO. | ON.. AO .|---- 

b) - + -| -AAMIAN | R'R€CTITOP | SEENOAOX | .ONIIVAON |- <+- 

+ Θ(εοτό)κε Ponder τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Δαμιαν(ῷ) βεστιτόρ(ι) (kai) ξενοδόχ(ῳ) [τ]ὸν 

Πυλὸν 

Who is Damianos β᾿βεστίτωρ Καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν Πυλῶν" If the dating of his seal (generally 
to the last quarter of the IX" century) and the discovery of the molybdobull in Pliska are taken 
into account, some connection might be sought with one of the correspondents of Patriarch 
Photius Δαμιανός ξενοδόχος. Three letters of the patriarch to Damianos dated to 859-867 have 
survived (see Photius, Epistle, nos. 109, 113, 195). 
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ο. ο. 


ο 


It is not possible to say to whom in Pliska Damianos B’Beotitwp Καὶ ξενοδόχος τῶν Πυλῶν 
wrote but he could be one of the leaders of the newly built Bulgarian church, for instance the 
archbishop of Bulgaria George contacted about some matter of common interest. 


65. Ῥαιδεστός 


Raidestos (the present-day town of Tekirdach) was a port on the Marmara Sea in Turkey. As 
an important centre for corn export, it was known in the early XI" century but earlier it was 
also an administrative and ecclesiastical centre. 

The name of this city is inscribed on an triumphal column in Pliska (see Bemes.anes, 
ITepeoówaeapcku, Ne 22). Raidestos was captured by the Bulgarians in 813. During the X" century 
it had an own archon and during the IX"-X" centuries a dioketes and persons levying the trade 
taxes resided there (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 59.1-3). The city was also a bishopric 
of the diocese of Herakleia in Europe (see Asdracha, Thrace, 248, n. 133-134; 292-293). 


65.1 Δαυὶδ βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ βασιλικὸς (?) Ῥαιδεστός (X" century) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 27922. Found during archaeological excavations of the Palace Basilica in 
the inner city of Preslav, sq. 156, depth 0.60 m, on July 29", 1989. D. 21-26 mm; field 18 mm; thickness 2.5 mm. 
Incomplete imprint. The dies are imprinted only above the swelling of the cord channel. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Zacos, Seals, I1, no. 134 bis. Struck with the same boulloterion as our specimen and the same defect of 


imprinting. 
Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Along border of dots circu- 

lar inscription:......O.IT()....... [-Κ(ύρι)ε βοή]ϑ[ε]ι τῷ [σῷ δούλφ] 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

|.AAA | .A'CIAO | ..R'T8P. | AECT. 

[-]Δα(υὺ)δ [βἼ(πρωτο)σπαϑ(αρίῳ) [(kai)] β(ασιλικῷ) τοῦ Ῥ[ε]δεστ[οῦ] 

In spite of the existence of two specimens, the reading is problematic. In the publication 
quoted above the following solution is suggested: 

* AAA|R'A'CIAO..|..STSP..|ACCTS8 

—-Aa(vi)6 β (πρωτο)σπαῦ[αρίῳ] (kai) τουρί[μάρχη) Ῥα]ιδεστοῦ. 

Werner Seibt who had the opportunity to examine the Preslav specimen concluded that it 
referred to the basilikos of Raidestou (Seibt, Geographische Bulgariens, no. 5) which seems likely. 


66. Ῥυνδάκος 


There were a river and a city by this name. According to the Byzantine sources, they were 
situated between Phrygia and Hellespont (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 69). 


66.1 Θεοφάνης ..... kai διοικιτῆς τοῦ Ῥυνδάκου Καὶ τῶν ᾽Ανατολικῶν (XI c.) 


a. National Museum of History, Sofia, πο. 13135. Bought in Silistra. Found by Al. Boev on the riverbank of the 
Danube. D. 20-20 mm. The specimen is too corroded. 

b. In a private collection. Find-spot: uncertain but probably the same as above. D. 18-20 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
c. Of unknown provenance. An illustration of it is kept in the photoarchive of the Institute and Museum of 
Archaeology, Sofia. Incomplete imprint, mostly on the reverse, where whole segments are missing. 

The three specimens were struck with the same boulloterion. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Another specimen struck with the same boulloterion is preserved in the Warsaw National Museum 
collection (see Szemioth-Wasilewski, Varsovie, no. 45). 


Obv. Bust of the Virgin with both hands raised before her. Along border of dots circular inscrip- 
HOM? s ΘΕΟΦΑΝ. 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 


a)-+-{SA..| KIT ...V.|TAK..O./A.... 
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b) --- | SAIS | KITTSPVN | .AKSTON| .. TOA | - ?- 
C)--|.... | KITT... . | TAKSTO. | ANT.. 
[+ O(cotd)ke β(οή)ϑ(ει) Θεοφάν[ῃ] (kai) διουκιτ(ῇ) τοῦ Ῥυντάκ(ου) (kai) τὸν ᾿Αν(αγτολ(ικῶν) 


67. Σάμος 


This was a maritime theme mentioned for the first time in 899. Besides the island with the 
same name, it included the Asia Minor littoral with the cities of Hadramatia, Smirna and Ephesos 
which later joined the Thrakesion theme. Initially the rulers of Σάμος were drungarioi and 
during the ΧΑΝ. ΧΙ centuries they were strategoi. 

Bibliography: ΟκαθαΠΔΗΟΒΗΠ, Bus. eocyaapcrBo, c. 206; Ahrweiler, Le Mer, 79-81, 99, 120-122, 132-134; Oikono- 
mides, Listes, 352. 


67.1 Θεοφυλακτος ᾽Αγιοζαχαρίτης πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Σάμος (10308-10405) 

a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17550. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 22-27 (24) 4.5 mm. W. 22.256. 
Incomplete but well-preserved imprint. 

b. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 17552. Find-spot: strategela of Preslav. D. 26-26 (24) 4 mm. W. 19.50 g. 
Weak imprint and badly preserved specimen. 

The two specimens were struck with the same die. 

Ed. Mopaanos, Προύιάς, Ne 313-314. 

Parallels: In the Dumbarton Oaks collection another specimen is preserved (DO 55.1.3050) struck with the same 
die (see Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 2. no. 44.13). 

Obv. Bust of St. Zacharias bearded, wearing a luxurious chlamys and a curious oriental head- 
piece and holding (l. hand) a round decorated box, with a crosslet on top of its cover. 
Vertical inscription: O-A-TT-O || Z-AX-AP '-A 

Rev. Inscription of five lines, preceded and followed by an ornament: 

- 4 -| 9€OOVA'| ITATPIKT'S | CTPATIT’CA | .8OATIO | ZAXAP’ - «-- 

Θεοφύλ(ακτος) πατρίκι(ος) (kai) oxpatny(óg) Σά[μ]ου ὁ ᾽Αγιοζαχαρ(ίτης) 

In an auction at the Münz Zentrum, Kóln, 100, 8-10 Sept. 1999, a group of seals was pre- 
sented illustrated only on one side. Under no. 101 (?) is a seal belonging to Teophylaktos Hagioza- 
charites, patrikios. Evidently this involves the same person, but due to incomplete documenta- 
tion we cannot ascertain whether he had the same office or was only a patrikios. 


67.2 Χριστόδουλος β πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Σάμος (X'- XI" c.) 

a. Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 22181. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 15-27 (23 ?) 2 mm. Badly 
preserved specimen. Half creased. 

b. Museum of History. Silistra, no. 30. Find-spot: somewhere in the city. D. 14-26 mm: field (?); thickness 3 mm. 
A half from originally good imprint. 

The two specimens were struck with the same boulloterion. 

Ed. a: Mopaanos, /7pecaae, Ne 320; b: Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Elaborate cross, with a linear outline, standing on a straight bar; at its four ends, one big 
and two small pellets. On either side fleurons arise from the base. Along the border of dots: 
-TKCROHOCIT(OCOAOVA(Q 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


a) XOA.. RACH .|.CTPA.. |.@T...|M.. 
b). . ABA] . .ΟΠΑΘῚ.. TPATH|.. TICAJ. . . 
+ Κ(ύρυε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Χ(ριστ)ωδούλ(ῳ) B'(xpoto)onad(apto) [(kai)] 


στρατη[γ]ῷ τῖ(ς) Σάμ[ος] 


68. Σελευκείας 


At present this is the town of Selifke in Turkey near Antioch. This was a kleisoura established 
during the first half of the IX" century. It was turned into a theme from Roman I Lakapenes in 
934 and kept this role during the XI" century (see Oikonomides, Listes, 350, n. 354). 
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68.1 Ἰωάννης ἀσηκρῆτις Καὶ Κρητὴς Σελευκείας (X*-XI^ centuries) 


In a private collection (N. Nikolov from Razgrad). The specimen has been given to me before being offered for 
sale. Uncertain find-spot. D. 22.5-25 mm; field 22 mm; thickness 4 mm. 
Unpublished. No parallels known. 


Oby. Bust of St. Michael half turned to 1., seems to hold Christ; scepter over τ. shoulder and an 
uncertain inscription: M-I-X-A or N-I-K-A. on his l. side. Remains from circular (7) in- 
scription. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

{10 | .CHKPI | .ICSKPH | .HC€AEV | KEIAC 
+’Iw(avvn) [ἀ]σηκρι[τ]ις (kai) kpn[1]i] Σελευκείας 


69. Σεβαστείας 


This church seat was situated in what is today Gavraz some 3 kms east of Sivas. Metropoli- 
tanate of Armenia Prima. It was represented at the first ecumenical council in Nicaea in 325. 
The number of its bishoprics reached five. Its importance was reduced in the XI" century due to 
the conquests of the Seldjuks. The Metropolitanate disappeared as a chair in the late XIII" 
century but the title was passed on to Moldova and was reduced to the rank of bishopric. It 
existed there between 1327 and 1439 (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, 300-301). 


69.1 Θεόδοτος μητροπολίτης Σεβαστείας (XI century) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 23-24 (22) 3 mm. 
Incomplete and unclear imprint. 
Ed. ΜΥΙΜΟΒ, IIeuaru, Ne 33; Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 412. 
No parallels known. 
Obv. Bust of the Virgin holding Christ in her left arm. Sigla: MP || .. 
Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
+ OKER | TOOCQOAS8'| ΘΕΟΔΟΤ᾽ | MPOTIOA’ | CERAC | TIAC 
+ Θ(εοτό)κε β(οήϑει) τῷ σῷ δού(λφ) Θεοδότ(ῳ) μ(ητ)ροπολ(ίτῃ) Σεβαστ(ε)ίας 
Theodotos is unknown among the metropolitans of Σεβαστείας from the X^-XI" century. 
The seal is dated to the second half of the XI" century. 


70. Σεβάστις 


Today ruins between Selcükler and Sivasli (which preserves the name), it was a suffragan 
bishopric of Laodikeia of Phrygia, mentioned in all notitae from the VII until XIII" century 
(Darroutzes, Notitae, 1.322, 2.385, 3.405, 4.341, 7.391,9.273, 10.326, 13.322). Its first known bishop 
attended the fourth ecumenical council of Chalcedon in 451 (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, p. 49). 


70.1 Λέοντι Σεβάστις (XI century) 


Private collection. I have examined it in the Museum of History in Bourgas thanks to the courtesy of my colleague 
I. Karayotov. Find-spot: the stronghold near the village of Melnitza. D. 16-17 (14) mm. A full and well 
preserved specimen. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 


Obv. St. Demetrios standing, holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand), both resting on the 
ground. Vertical inscription: 9-A-H ||.-H-T-P’ 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 
+KER’O’| ACONTI | THCERA | CTHC 
+K(dprje β(οή)ϑ(ει) Λέοντι τῆ(ς) Σεβάστης 
The collection of Dumbarton Oaks keeps a copy of the seal, on whose both sides is written: 


Obv. +|TPA®. | COPAT . | ZW 
Rev. ΛΕΟΝ | T’THCCE | RACTI |C 
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It is evident that these are seals of one and the same person. While commenting on the text 
of the seal, its publishers (Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 3, no. 33.1) hesitated between two possi- 
bilities: whether Leon is τοῦ [ἀνθρώπου] τῆς σεβαστῆς or he is a prelate (bishop) of Σεβάστης. 
At the end of the day, they chose the second possibility, which at this stage I accept too. 

Still, one may ask: who was the addressee of the bishop of Σεβάστης, who lived or resided 
in the fortress near the village of Melnitza, region of Elchovo. 


71. Σεβεριάδος 


Today's Sibora situated east of Tersili Hamam in Turkey. It should probably be identified 
with Sibori in the Charsianon theme. The name of this bishopric first appears in the diocese lists 
after the X" century and disappeared with the demise of the Komnenoi dynasty in the late XII" 
century. According to Fr. Laurent, Σεβεριάδος was a bishopric of the Caesarea metropolitanate 
in Cappadocia (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 176). 


71.1 Γρηγόριος ἐπίσκοπος Σεβεριάδος (X"-XI" centuries) 


a. Museum of History, Silistra, no. 38. Originates from the same city. D. 24-24.5 (19) 3.5 mm. Incomplete 
imprint. The form of the blank was triangular. The molybdobull itself has a badly preserved surface and is 
cut with a sharp object. 

b. Museum of Archaeology. Preslav, no. 18967. D. 30-30 (202) 4 mm. 

c. Privately owned (collection of Prof. T. Gerasimov. plaster imprint). It is written on the back that the original 
is from the collection of Dr. V. Haralanov from Shoumen and that he bought it in Silistra. D. 27-28 (202) mm. 

The three specimens were struck with the same boulloterion. 

Ed. a: Hopzanos, Ciuticrpa, I, Ne 4; b: Mopaanos, Hpecaas, Ne 394; c: Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 

Oby. Bust of St. Gregory dressed as a bishop, blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (l. hand). 
Along border of dots circular inscription: ΕΑΓΙΕ....ΡΙΕΚΟΗ... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

*FPHT | OP'ETHCK | OITCEVE P | IAAOC 

+ Άγιε [Γρηγό]ριε βοή[ϑει] Γρηγορ(ίῳ) ἐπισκόπ(ῳ) Σεβεριάδος 

Only one other seal of this bishopric of Βασίλειος ἐπίσκοπος Σεβεριάδος has been pub- 
lished, dated to the ΧΙ ΧΙ century (see Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 252). 

The discovery in Preslav and Dristra of three molybdobulls which were affixed in the past 
to the correspondence of the bishop of Severiados Gregory to anonymous addressees confirms 
his contacts with these lands. He may have written to his relatives who were in government 
service in these cities or to local prelates. 


72. Σέρραι 

It is located along the bank of the Strymon River at the present city of Serres, main city of the 
Strymon theme. In the beginning it was a bishopric subordinated to the metropolitan of Thessa- 
lonica, later it became an archbishopric and in the late X" century it was already a metropolitanate. 
Bibliography: Laurent, Corpus, V.1, p. 595; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, p. 109. 


72.1 Κωνσταντῖνος μητροπολίτης Σερρῶν (X" century) 


Museum of History, Radnevo. It was unearthed in the *Lozyata" area north of the “Gradishteto” fortress near 
the village of Polski Gradetz, region of Nova Zagora. D. 18-24 mm. About half of a previously good 
imprint. This makes the reading difficult. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of a military saint, holding a spear (r. hand). Remains of a vertical inscription: 
Θ-ΘΕ-Ο |] ..... 

Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

.NMH |..OTIOA |... CC€|* . ΩΝ * 
[Κω]ν(σταντῖνος) μη[τρ]οπολ[ίτης] Σε[ρ]ῶν 
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73. Στρυμῶνος 


The earliest mention of a strategos of the Strymon occurs in the Kletorologion of Philotheos 
(899; see Oikonomides, Listes, 101.25), but it appears he existed at an earlier date, since we 
know of seals of strategy of Strymon stemming already from the middle of the IX" century, 
according to which it is likely that the thema Strymon was set up in the fourth decade of the XI" 
century. See De Them., 166-167, Nesbitt-Oijkonomides, DOS, 1, p. 104. 


73.1 Λύκαστος β πρωτοσπαθάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Στρυμῶνος (X" century) 


In a private collection. Findspot: uncertain. D. 131-26 mm. Half of an excellent seal. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Laurent, Sceaux inedits, 350-351, no. 12. Struck with the same boulloterion as our specimen. 

Obv. Portion of the patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Along bor- 
der of dots circular inscription: ........ CWAOVA 

Rey. Inscription of five lines: 
+A... | CTO... |ITAG'S..|] ATHI"C.. | VMOON 
[-Κ(ύρηε Bonder τῷ] σῷ δούλ(φ) Λ[υκά]στῳ [βϊπρωτο)σ]παϑ(αρίῳ) (kai)] 
σ[τρ]ατηγ(ῷ) Σ[τρ]υμῶνί(ος) 


74. Σωζοπόλεος 


Sozopolis (ancient Apollonia, modern Sozopol in Bulgaria) is a port on the Black Sea. The 
name of the city was already mentioned in Cheriocle and plays an important part in the Bulgar- 
ian- Byzantine relations. Its importance grew especially during the IX" century when it became 
a border city and various Byzantine military-administrative offices resided in it which are only 
evidenced by sphragistic monuments: 

a) tourmarchos of Sozopolis (8205-8405) 

The city of Sozopolis and its adjacent territory belonged to the Thrace theme founded in 
679-680 as a barrier against the Bulgarians on their way toward the capital Constantinople. 
After the Bulgarian expansion southward in 811-813 and the Bulgarian-Byzantine peace treaty 
in 815-816 some changes took place in the administration and defense of the Byzantine territories. 

When the Bulgarian-Byzantine border was moved to the south, the hitherto functioning 
Byzantine military-administrative and fiscal offices remained on Bulgarian territory. It became 
necessary to create new offices or transfer the old ones to Byzantine territory. After the takeover 
of Messembria, Anchialos and Develt where garrisons were stationed, there was no other Byzantine 
outpost as far as Adrianoupolis which was a main city of another key Byzantine theme, Mace- 
donia. So, in this part of the empire the only city of the Thrace theme was Sozopolis. There are 
real grounds to assume that after the events described above Sozopolis was named as a residence 
of the Byzantine tourmarchos with all consequences which his presence here brought. This is 
proven by the seal of the tourmarchos of Sozopolis kept in the collection of Dumbarton Oaks 
(DO 55.1.1305, see Zacos, Seals, I, no. 2643; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 79.1). 

&) kleisourarches of Sozopolis (840s-850s). 

What has predetermined the establishment of the kleisourarches of Sozopolis? The reasons 
which were valid for the setting up of the Sozopolis tourma applies in this case and the kleisour- 
arches should be considered as an elevation in the rank of military-administrative office which 
was located in the city. This was probably due to the new Bulgarian expansion in the 840s. In 
order to withstand this danger, the Byzantine authorities founded the kleisoura of Sozopolis. 

Aside from these inferences, what makes us think that a kleisourarches resided in Sozopo- 
lis in the 840s? It is a fact which has been known for a long time (as early as the late IX" century) 
but it has never been linked to Sozopolis on the Black Sea. The Uspenski Taktikon dated to 
842-843 mentions in 113 place 0 κλεισουράρχης Σωζοπόλεως. In the original manuscript 
Codex Hierosolymitanus Sancti Sepulcri, πο. 39, f. 194r-195t, dated to the XII"-XIII^ centuries, 
the name is written as Σωζωπο, filled out by Beneshevich-Uspenski as Σωζοπόλεως (see Oikono- 
mides, Listes, U 55.6, p. 54, n. 35). 
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The name of this kleisoura has so far been interpreted in different ways. According to 
Ferluga, its existence was rather problematic because no other source confirms it (see Ferluga, 
Nize jedinice, p. 81). Beneshevich thought that it referred to Sozopolis in Pisidia (see Benesevic, 
Ranglisten, S. 156). Honigmann suggested a correction in the reading Σωζόπετρα. The latter is 
a new Kleisourarches which appeared at that time (Honigmann, Die Ostgrenze, S. 52). Oikono- 
mides offers that last interpretation for the time being. He rejects the view of Beneshevich as 
regards Sozopolis in Pisidia because it was then too far away from the border to be a kleisoura 
and he preferred the reading Σελεύκειας. According to him, the latter was known to be a klei- 
soura in the early IX" century and it was not represented in the Taktikon of Uspenski (see 
Oikonomides, Listes, U 55.6, p. 54, n. 35). 

The objection of Oikonomides that Sozopolis in Pisidia near Antioch is well within the 
interior of the empire to be a kleisoura is justified. But it does not entitle one to correct a reality. 
It is written in the document and should be read as Σοζοπόλεος. Some other possibility should 
be sought and the fact that a kleisourarches of Sozopolis existed in a Taktikon of 842-843 should be 
coupled with a settlement which meets the requirements for such a military-administrative unit. 

A brilliant proof of this reasoning is the seal of a kleisourarches of Sozopolis published 
recently (see below). 

c) protokentarchos of Sozopolis (IX"- X^ centuries) 

It was already mentioned that Sozopolis is a port. It was home of part of the Byzantine 
fleet. This is proven by the unpublished seal of Leon, protokentarchos of Sozopolis, kept in the 
collection of IFEB, 551 (5/1 32f). 


Obv. Unclear bust of a nimbed saint. 


Rev. AE.. | A'KENTA | PX'CoZo | .oA€O 
Λέ[ων] (πρωτο)κένταρχ(ος) Σοζο[π]όλεο(ς) 


Bibliography: Ytopnanos, M. Busauruiicku BOCHHO-AZMMHHCTDpaTHBHHM yupexueHus B Cosonon προ! IX s.- 
IOó6uaeen cóopuuk 6 «ecm na Προφ. J. Osuapoe, Benuko TppHoso, 2002, 77-83. 


74.1 Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽σπαθάριος kai κλεισουριάρχης Σωξοπόλεως 
(second quarter of the IX" century) 


In a private collection (Dr. D. Theodoridis from Münich). It probably originates from the commerciaria of 
Develtos. D. 27-27 (26) mm. A complete and brilliantly preserved imprint. Still, the ends of some letters 
are cut or they have remained outside the blank. 

Ed. Wassiliou-Kyriaki, Neue Siegel, Abb. 2. No parallels known. 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). In the quarters: T@-C@ || A8-AQ) 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

*KONC | TANT'B'CIT | OA’K’KAICOV | PIA'COZO | ΠΩΛΕ’ 

Θεοτόκε βοήϑει τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Κωνταντ(ίνῳ) β᾽σπ(α)θα(ρίῳ) k(ai) κλ(ε)ισουριά(ρχη) 

Σοξοπώλε(ως) 

The kleisourarches of Sozopolis existed until 852 when the so-called "deep peace" was 
signed and some cities and fortresses were returned to Byzantium, including Messembria and 
Anchialos. The residence of the kleisourarches was transferred precisely to Messembria (see 
about this at no. 47.1-4). In other words, Byzantium extended out its frontier post from Sozop- 
olis to Messembria which offered tactical and strategic advances. It was a general practice in 
Byzantine tactics and strategy along the Black Sea coast to move residences of various military- 
administrative units from one city to the other depending on the political situation, for instance 
from Messembria to Anchialos and vice versa. 


74.2 N., ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Σ......ολιτων (ΙΧ century) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 137. Find-spot: uncertain. Incomplete and badly preserved 
imprint. 

Unpublished. No parallels known. 

Obv. Bust of an unidentified saint. 
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Rev. Inscription of six lines: 
ae | TOCGQA| OVA'AT.AC|..APX.|.KOTIQC. | „AITON Ἢ 
[-Κ(ύρι)ε β(οήγϑ(ει)] τῷ σῷ δούλ(ῳ) ᾿Αγ(ε)[λ]ασ[ίῳ] ἀρχ(ιε)[πίσ]κόπῳ Σ[ωζοπ]ολιτων 


75. Τραπεζοῦντος 

Trebizond on the Asia Minor coast of the Black Sea (modern Trabzon). Originally it was a 
bishopric and later was elevated to the rank of a metropolitanate. The exact date of this event is 
still disputed. Some consider the year to be 787 while others insist that it took place during the 
reign of Basil I (867-886). The metropolitanate of Trebizond continues to exist today (see Lau- 
rent, Corpus, V.1, 495-495). 


75.1 Φωτεινός ἐπίσκοπος Τραπεζοῦντος ( IX" century) 


Institute and Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 135. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 26-28 (?) 3 mm. Incomplete imprint. 
Unpublished. No parallells known. 
Obv. Crucuform invocative monogram (pl. I.1). 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

* |. OTINQ| .ΠΙΟΚΟΠΩ | TPAII€ | ZOV 

+ Θεοτόκε βοήϑει [Φ]ωτ(ε)ινῷ [ἐ]πισκόπῳ Τραπεζοῦ(ντος) 

The dating of the seal hardly exceeds the mid-IX" century which means that the promotion 
into a metropolitanate was done during the rule of Basil I. 


76. Τριαδίτζης 


Modern Sofia, ancient Serdica (Σαρδική) was a bishopric, first attested in 1020, which was 
subordinate to the archbishopric of Bulgaria (see Laurent, Corpus V.2, 331-332 and Darrouzes, 


Notitiae, no. 13, line 837. 


76.1 Νικήτας ἐπίσκοπος Τριαδίτζης (XI"-XII" centuries) 


Museum of History, Shoumen. Find-spot: uncertain. Large blank with a diameter of 41.5-41.5 mm and a ο. 
swelling of the channel for the cord. There is a blocked or welded iron wire in the channel. About one thirc 
of the blank is broken or cut. Using the same boulloterion, four imprints have been struck on the blank. 
Two of them feature on half of it and two others are on the other half of the blank but in different direc- 
tions. The imprints are incomplete and overlap. The text published below is compiled from comparisons of 


the four. The diameter of every single imprint is 18 mm. 


Unpublished. . l 
Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V.2, no. 1504; Zacos, Seals, II, no. 661; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, nos. 70.2a-b. 


Imprint from different boulloteria. The three specimens originate from Constantinople and one is from 

Jerusalem. 
Obv. St. George standing, holding a spear (r. hand), l. hand resting on a shield put on ground. 

Inscription in two columns: .-ΓΕ-()-.. || ..... l 
Rev. Metrical inscription of five lines above the decoration: 

ITONTPIA |AHTZHCNI | KHTANMAP | TVCCKE | HOIC 

Tov Τριαδίτζης Νικήταν Μάρτυς σκέποις 

Niketas is unknown from the narrative sources. The only evidence about him comes from 
his seals. According to their iconography and the paleography of the text, they should be dated 
to the late ΧΙ’ or the early XII" century. l 

He was engaged in a very active correspondence because his molybdobulls are found in 
Constantinople, Jerusalem and now uncertain places in Bulgaria. of course, the greatest mystery 
is the reimprinting of this large blank. Taking it size into account, it could be connected with the 
patriarchal office, i.e. Nicetas, bishop of Triaditza, struck four imprints on a blank of the patriar- 
chal office (two by two in contrary directions) as far as his boulloterion could reach. Why he did 


so is not known. 
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TT. Φιλιππουπόλεως 


There is no direct information when exactly the strategeia of Philippoupolis was established, 
as well as when the Byzantines conquered the city, before their invasion in northeastern Bulgaria 
or afterwards. But it is known that John I Tzimisces resettled Paulicians there to defend the 
border in the war against the Bulgarians. At the same time the name Φιλιππουπόλεως is lacking 
in the Escurial Tactic (?-975) which raises various suggestions about its status. 

Probably the city of Philippoupolis was a centre of a small military and administrative unit 
with the same name, subordinate to the strategos of Macedonia and respectively to the duke of 
Adrianoupolis. 

The name of the city was again reported in the chronicles in connection with the campaign of 
Basil H against Serdica in 986. The magistros Leon Melissinos stayed there to protect the rear 
of the Byzantine army. Like him, the patrikios Theodorokanos sojourned in this fort post of the 
empire against Bulgaria after 1000 but, as we know from other sphragistic materials, in his 
capacity as duke of Adrianoupolis. He was replaced in 1003 by the patrikios Nikephoros Xi- 
phya, former and perhaps present strategos of Thrace and Ioanupoleos. 

In general, during the whole of the empire against Bulgaria (971-1018) Philippoupolis was a 
starting point of the Byzantines for their offensive and defence. After the conquest of Bulgaria 
in 1018, the importance of this city decreased because the vulnerable points of the empire were 
elsewhere. 

It became again an outpost of the empire at the time of the invasions of various nomadic tribes 
and the Crusades. From the time of Alexius I Komnenos (1081-1118) it was a centre of the same 
named theme, katepanate and dukedom. The city maintained its role as a big administrative and 
military centre during the XII^-XIHI^ century when its role was important, considering the rela- 
tions of Bulgaria with Byzantium and the Latin Empire. 

In 1090-1091 the protoproedros Gregory Kourkous was doux of Philippoupolis (see here no. 77.2). 

According to Anna Komnena (A/exiade, 11, 155.5) in 1091 George Mesopotamites was doux 
of Philippoupolis. 

The rulers of Philippopupolis which follow below are known from sphragistic sources: 

1. Λέων ὀρρειάριος Φιλιππουπόλεως (IXU-X' century, sec Zacos, Seals, II, πο. 206). 

2. Κωνσταντῖνος Πέτρος β πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως (X"-XI" cen- 
turies), see below. 

3. N., Κριτῆς Φιλιππουπόλεως (second half of the XI" century, see Laurent, Orghidan, no. 239). 

4. ᾽Αργυρὸς Καρατζᾶς πρωτοκουροπαλάτης Καὶ δοὺξ Φιλιππουπόλεως see below. 

5-7. N., ἐκ προσώπου Μώρας Καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως (sce here no. 52.1). 

Plovdiv is an old Christian centre and a metrpolitanate as early as the 1V" century. It has 

existed during the whole Middle Ages and up to now. Patron of the city is St. Philip the Deacon. 
Depending on who took over the city, Byzantium or Bulgaria, a Byzantine or Bulgarian metro- 
politanate resided in it. 
Bibliography: Αποστολίδου, K. M.'H τῆς Φιλιππουπόλεως ἱστορία ἀπό τῶν ἀρχαιότατων μεχρί τῶν kað 
ήμας χρόνος. Αθηνάς, 1959; Βλάχος. ©. Ἡ ἱστορία τῆς Φιλιππουπόλεως κατὰ τὴν βυζαντινὴν περίοδον, 
Θεσσαλονίκη, 1972; Γρηγορίου-Ιωανίδου, 66.90, 68; Laurent, Corpus, I, 518-519; Jordanov, Plovdiv, 111-135; 
Bacuzena-/Iausena, A. ΠΠΟΒΠΗΒ npes cpeiuoBekonnero (IV-XIV B.), C., 2001 (asropedepar). 


77.1 Κωνσταντῖνος Πέτρος β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως 
(X"-XI^ century) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 2395. Found during archaeological excavations in the palace of Preslav in 


1927 but it is related to the strategeia of Preslav. D. 21-25 (19) 3 mm. W. 8.00 g. Incomplete but well- 
preserved imprint. 


Ed. Hopaanos, Ilpecaae, Ne 321. 
Parallels: Schlumberger, Sig., p. 115, no. 1. Struck with the same boulloterion. 


Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons arising from the base. Along border of dots, 
the remains of a circular inscription: ....QA8A...CTA’ 
Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
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R'A'CIIA | .SCTPA |.II’®HA. | HOITO).. | TPOC 
[+ Κ(ύρι)ε β(οή)ϑ(ει) τῷ σ]ῷ δού(λῳ) [Κων]στα(ντίνῳ) B'(xpoto)ona[9(&ptoc)] (kai) 
στρα[τ]ιγ(ὸς) Φηλ[η]ποπ(όλεως) ὦ [Πέ]τρος 


77.2 Apyvpóc Καρατζᾶς πρωτοκουροπαλάτης Καὶ δοὺξ Φιλιππουπόλεως 
(1092-1095) 


a. Museum of History, Pazardjik, no. 505. There is no exact information where the specimen was found. In 1959 
Prof. T. Gerassimov made a plaster cast, on which he wrote that the find-spot was Pazardjik. Nowadays 
the seal is preserved in the exposition of the National Museum of History, Sofia. D. 24-25 mm; field 23 
mm; thickness 3 mm. Whole imprint but badly preserved molybdobul with broken fragment. The surface is 
covered with lead oxide. 

b. Museum of History, Stara Zagora, no. 4839. Found in the land of the village of Dobri dol, district of Plovdiv. D. 
18-20 mm; field 23 ? mm; thickness 3 mm. Blank too small for die. Some of the letters are badly preserved. 

The two specimens are struck with the same boulloterion. 

Ed. Jordanov, Plovdiv, nos 6-7. 

Parallels: Laurent, V. Argyros Karatzas protocuropalat si duc de Philipopolis, Revista istorica, 29, 1934, 203-210. 


Obv. Inscription of five lines: 


a) +| ΚΕΒΟΗΘῚ TOCOABA'| APTIPON |. 8ΡΟΠΑΙ ΛΑΤ 
b) | KEROH. | TOCQAS . | APTIPO. | ΚΒΡΟΠ | . .. 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 


a) SABKA. | IAITISTIO | ACOCTON |KAPA . A | -N- 

bs ss |. AITISIT. | . COCTON |. APATA | -N- 

+ K(pue βοήϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλ(ω) ᾽Αργιρὸν (πρωτο)κουροπαλάτ(ην) (kai) δούκα 

[Φ]ιλιπουπόλεος τὸν Καρατζάν 

A dignitary with the same name is reported several times in the 4/exiad (see Skoulatos, 
Personnages, no. 17). l 

His name was mentioned for the first time in the summer of 1087. Before the battle against 
the Pechenegs near Dristra, Emperor Alexius I Komnenos put some Ouzas and Karatzes in 
command of τῶν ἐθνικῶ [Οὐζᾶς kai Καραδζᾶς] (see Alexiade, II, p. 97.15). l 

In 1092 he was entrusted with a delicate mission (Anna Komnena continues with her narrative): 
"...On his [the emperor] arrival soon after at Philippoupolis, he received a written message from 
the then archbishop of Bulgaria who gave him advice about his nephew John, the sebastocrator 
Isaac's son, doux of Dyrrachion... The emperor undertook emergent measures: he sent for the 
officer who was great heteriarch at the time, Argyrus Karatzes, a Scyth by birth [μέγαν 
ἑταιρειάρχην ᾿Αργυρὸν τὸν Καραδζάν, ΣΚύδην] but a men of wisdom, a lover of virtue and 
truth, and to him he etrusted two letters. One addressed to John, read follows: Having learnt of 
the hostile movement of barbarians through the passes, I, your emperor, have left the city of 
Constantinople to ensure the frontiers of the Roman Empire. You are required to come in per- 
son to render account of province under your governement. The second, to be delivered to the 
magistrates of the city of Dyrrachion, ran thus: "Since we have learnt that Bolkan is again 
plotting against us, ...we deemed it necessary to summon your favourite duke, the beloved nephew 
of your emperor. We have therefore sent this envoy who will deliver to you this letter and have 
promoted him to the rank of duke. You should receive him and in every way obey his com- 
mands". And, by word of mouth, the emperor ordered to Karatzes to set off for Dyrrachion and 
to hand over the first letter to John. If he should obey of his free will, he should be sent away 
with peace and then Karatzes could assume the defence of the region until he could return back. 
If not, Karadga should call the leaders of Dyrrachion and they should help him to catch John." 
(see Alexiade, II, 148; Anekcuana, PHBH, 8, 94-95) 

Further on, Anna Komnena wrote that the sevastocrator Isaac arrived in Philippoupolis 
and their family council reviewed the work of John Komnenos. Since he was not accused of 
disloyalty, he returned back to Dyrrachion (see Anexcuaga, L'HBH, 8, 95-97). 

The very fact that Argyrus Karatzas was sent to Dyrrachion and his interference in the 
affairs of the Komnenoi attests to the confidence of the emperor in him. This is proven not only 
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by the delicacy of his mission but also by the fact that Alexius I Komnenos used to appoint only 
representatives of the imperial family as rulers of Dyrrachion such as George Palaeologus, John 
Ducas, John Komnenos, etc. 

The name of Argyrus Karatzas was reported for the last time in 1095. Then the threat of 
the Cumans was the topic of the day. The emperor launched an attack against them coming 
from Adrianoupolis to Skoutarion and Agathonike. The Cumans camped out near Avrilevo. 
Before the battle the emperor sent for the allied leaders Ouzas (a Sarmatian), Karatzes (a Scyth) 
[καὶ Καραδζάν τὸν Xkó9nv] and a mongrel called Monastras (see Alexiade, I1, 204.8; Anekcuaza, 
PHBH, 8, c. 112). 

Most researchers are inclined to assume that Argirus Karatzes was a Pecheneg by birth (see 
Gautier, Blachernes, p. 259; Moravcik, Byzantinoturcica, M, p. 153), although the only source of 
information, Anna Komnena, was uncertain about this subject (first, she called him a Sarma- 
tian together with Ouzas, second, a Scyth, and third, she disassociated him from the Sarmatian 
Ouzas and asserted his Scythian birth which does not help us). 

Surely the aim of our inquiry is not the birth of Argyrus Karatzes but how to square the 
information obtained from the molybdobulls presented here with what is known about his person. 

Our difficulties are caused not only by the scanty information but also by the uncertain 
dating of the events, for which Anna Komnena is the main source. This provokes some dis- 
crepancies in different studies. According to Gautier, Blachernes, p. 259, the sending of Argyrus 
Karatzes to Dyrrachion and the events in Philippoupolis all happened in 1094. 

The publisher of the first seal assumed that Argyrus Karatzes had been appointed doux of 
Philippoupolis after the above-mentioned events. In order to answer this question, we have to 
study the following: the chronology of the events, in which Argyrus Karatzas took part; the 
positions, which he occupied, and to compare all this with the information about the other 
titularies of Philippoupolis. 

We know neither the title nor the position of Argyrus Karatzes in 1087. Probably he was an 
allied chieftain. In 1092 he was already μέγας ἑταιρειάρχης, ie. chief of the Imperial Guards. 
In 1092 the emperor came in Philippoupolis, probably together with his Guards. The Great 
heteriarches was sent to Dyrrachion undoubtedly as duke. For how long the investigation and 
the stay of Argyrus Karatzes in Dyrrachion continued we do not know but probably only sever- 
al days. After the investigation ended favourably, John Komnenos returned to Dyrrachion and 
took up his position anew and, respectively, Argyrus Karatzes returned back to the emperor, 
but in what capacity? 

From different sources we know that in March 1092 the protoproedros Bardas Xeros 
and in late 1094 the kouropalates Constantine Antioches (Gautier, Blachernes, no. 24) were 
great heteriarchoi (see Grumel, Regestes, no. 961; Dólger, Regesten, no. 1168; PG, col. 104, 
1177A; 119, 761C). Therefore, until the end of 1094 Argyrus Karatzes did not regain his former 
position. 

Who are the other known titularies of Philippoupolis? The protoproedros Gregory Kourkouas 
is known from an inscription from the church in the village of Batkun dated to 1090-1091 and 
according to Anna Komnena in 1091 George Mesopotamites was doux of Philippoupolis. 

Therefore, if the inscription of Gregory Kourkouas was related to his departure from 
Philippoupolis, then George Mesopotamites has to be assumed as his lineal successor replaced 
respectively by Argyrus Karatzes. His stay in Philippoupolis could be dated to the period of 
1092-1095. 

The discovery of two molybdobulls of 'Apyupóc Καρατζᾶς πρωτοκουροπαλάτης Καὶ δοὺξ 
Φιλιππουπόλεως in the region of Pazardzik and the present village of Dobri dol confirms that 
his orders were received there in the discharge of his duties. Moreover, these settlements were 
within the limits of the Philippoupolis theme. 

One-third molybdobull of the same Argyros Karatzes as kouropalates, without any official 
positions, was found near Philippoupolis in the fortress near the village of Dobri Dol, see Jor- 
danov, Dobri dol, no. 5. His seal probably reflects an earlier stage in his career. This is evidence 
that Argyros Karatzes maintained contact with persons resident in the region of Philippoupolis 
for an extended period during his career. 
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77.3 Βασίλειος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (XI"^ century) 


Museum of History, Yambol, no. II 4571. Discovered on the lands of Izvorovo, region of Harmanli. Well- 
preserved imprint. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Laurent, Corpus, V.1, no. 687 (from the museum of Antioch, no. 438); Zacos, Seals, 1l, no. 381; Seyrig, no. 
263; Nesbitt-Oikonomides, DOS, 1, no. 68.1. the latter is imprinted with the same boulloterion as our copy. 

Obv. Between two borders of dots circular inscription begining at 12 o'clock: 


+KEROHO’TWCWASAMRACIAEIO 


In the centre bust of St. Michael holding a scepter ornamented with three balls (r. hand) 
and an orb (l. hand). Traces of: M || I. 

Rev. Between two borders of dots circular inscription begining at 12 o'clock: 

*MPOIIOAITHOIAITIIIOVIIOA€()C 

ἘΚ(ύρι)ε βοήϑ(ει) τῷ σῷ δούλῳ Βασιλείῳ μ(η)τροπολίτῃ Φιλιππουπόλεως 

In the centre bust of St. John the Theologian holding a book (l. hand). Inscription in two 
columns: @|IM/|O - ΘΙΕ-ΟΛ-Γ 

The seal is generally dated to the second half of the XI" century. There is evidence about 
a prelate of Philippoupolis with the same name at that time. It refers to the metropolitan of 
Philippoupolis Basil who during a session of the Synod on 15" May 1092 put a canonical ques- 
tion about marriages between relatives (see Grumel, Regestes, nos. 963 u 965). 

The metropolitan of Philippoupolis Basil sent his correspondence to an anonymous 
addressee in the land of today's village of Izvorovo, Antioch and Constantinople. His cor- 
respondents probably were local prelates while his letters to the capital were addressed to 
various people and were of a different nature. 


77.4 Θεόγνωστος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (X"-XI^ centuries) 


In a private collection (Valentin Dimitrov from Haskovo). Find-spot: the fortress near the village of Klokotnitza, 
region of Haskovo. D. 21-24 (18-20) 2.5 mm. Incomplete imprint. Parts of the dies are not imprinted, 
especially on the obverse. The molybdobul itself is damaged and broken along the line of the channel. All 
this makes difficult the reading of the text. 

Ed. ΠηΜΗΤΡΟΒ. B. ΜΟΠΜΒΗΠΟΒΥΠ Ha ΤΕΟΓΗΟΟΤ. ΜΗΤΡΟΠΟΠΗΤ Ha ΦΗΠΜΠΟΠΟΠ or X-XI B., ΗΒΜΕΡΕΗ B 3ΕΜΠΜΠΙΕΤΟ 
ua c Knoxotuuua, Χβοκοβοκο.- Hymusmamuxa u cpaeucmuxka, 2, 1998, 90-93, 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Patriarchal cross on three steps with fleurons rising from base. Along the border circular 
insription: ..... TO). (AOV... 


Rev. Inscription of five lines: 

.6€0 | FNOC.. | MHTP.. | AIN. | .TIOA 

[-Κ(ύρι)ε βοήϑ(ευ)] τῷ [σ]ῷ δού[λῳ] Θεογόσ[τῳ] μητρ[οπ(ολίτῃ)] [Φι]λιπ[που]πόλ(εως) 

If the missing letters are properly filled in, the seal used to belong to a metroplitan of » 
Phillippoupolis who is unknown from other sources. 


77.5 Κωνσταντῖνος μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως (XI century) 


In a private collection (Al. Peikov from V. Turnovo). According to the former owner, it was found somewhere in 


northwestern Bulgaria (in the Vidin area?). D. 25-26 mm. Incomplete and partly badly preserved specimen. 
Unpublished. 


No parallels known. According to the owner of the specimen in Plovdiv, he saw another specimen, struck in the 
same boulloterion, and in superb condition. 

Obv. Two frontal busts: St. Peter at |. holding a cross potent on a long shaft (l. hand) and St. 
Paul at r. holding a book (1. hand). 

Rev. Inscription in five lines: 


+KER. | TWCWA8 | KON MON |AIT'OIA,| ΠΟΛΕΩ. | - o- 
ἘΚ(ύρηε β(οή) [θ(ει)] τῷ σῷ δού(λῳ) Κων(σταντίνῳ) μ(ητ)ροπ(ο)λίτ(η) 
Φιλι[π(που)]πόλεω[ς] 
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Among the metropolitans of Philippoupolis in the XII century, we know of two titulars 
with this name. The first took up his post between 1140 and 1142/43 (see Αποστολίδου, 
Φιλιππουπόλεως, o. 203; Βλάχος, Φιλιππουπόλεως, o. 133). The second is the poet Constan- 
tine Pantechnes metropolitan of Philippoupolis between 1179 and 1193. If there is no third 
person earlier than these two, it is highly probable that the owner of the seal presented is iden- 
tical with Constantine, attested as metropolitan of Philippoupolis in 1140. 

It is likely that the cathedral of Philippoupolis bears the name of the apostles Peter and Paul. In 
addition to their image on the seal here, support for this also comes from the text of the seal of 
Michael Italikos. 

The find of the molybdobul in northwestern Bulgaria, most probably the Vidin area, could 

connect the correspondence of this metropolitan of Philippoupolis with the bishop of Vidin. 


78. Χερσώνος 


This city continued the development of the ancient Cherson. Χερσώνος was a strategic military 
and economic centre of the empire in this region. During the early Byzantine period until the X'^ 
century inclusive, autonomous coinage was organized. Until the IX" century the rulers of the city 
were archonts. The city was turned into a theme ruled by strategoi by Emperor Theophilus in 833. 
The names of twenty odd titularies holding this position from the IX'^ until the XI century are 
known mainly from sphragistic sources. 

As an outpost of the empire for economic and political relations in this province, a comerciaria 
was established here known mainly from sphragistic material as well. This material is dated to 
the period of the IX"-X" century. 

Some indirect information about the role and significance of this city could be obtained from 
over 260 molybdobulls found there. 

Bibliography: Cokononsa, ITeuamu Xepcona, 66-107; Cokoaona, BBp., 52, 1991, 200-213; Sokolova, Cherson, 


SBS, 3, 1993, 99-113; Anekceenko, H. Crparuru Xepcona no Z4AHHBIM HOBBIX ΠΑΜΗΤΗΗΚΟΒ cparHerHkM.- 
MAHET, 6, 1998, 737-742. 


78.1 Λέον (?) βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Χερσώνος (X'*-XI" centuries) 


Museum of Archaeology, Preslav, no. 22175. Find-spot: strategeia of Preslav. D. 24-25 (17?) 2.5 mm. Badly 
preserved specimen. A crack runs through the whole imprint which violates the text and the image. 

Ed. HYopnanos, /7pecaae, Ne 322. 

No parallels known. 

Obv. Vague representation of bust of the Virgin or a saint in high relief. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines: 
.€N|R'A'TIA | .SCTPA [.L.X€ | ON 


[Λ]έ[ω]ν B'(Gxpoto)[o]na[8(&pioc)] (Καὶ) στρα[τ]ι[γ(ὸς)] Χε[ρσ]ώνίος) 


78.2 Ἰωάννης (2) Κουμμερκιάριος Χερσώνος (IX"-X" centuries) 


National Museum of History, Bucharest. Found in the area of Silistra-Kalarash. D. 26-27 mm; field (2): thick- 
ness 2.5-3 mm. Probably originally good imprint but now it is badly preserved with a broken fragment and 
damaged surface. 

Ed. Barnea, Noi sigilii, no. 6. 

Parallels: as far as it could be compared with the photos which are not of high quality and are unnaturally large, 
a specimen similar to ours was published by Cokonosga, Xepcon, Ne 17. 

Obv. Cruciform invocative monogram (pl. I.3). In the quarters: Τ()-.. || A8-A@ 

Rev. Inscription of four lines : 


..N | .K8M€P | .APIOXE€P | CONOC 
+ Θεοτόκε βοήϑει τῷ [σῷ] δούλῳ ['Io&]v[vn] Κουμερ[κι]αρίῳ Χερσώνος 
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79. Χρυσοκεφάλος 


This name probably applied to the monastery ο[Θεοτόκος ὁ τῆς Παναγίας τῆς Χρυσοκεφαλου 
situated in Trebizond, whose establishment is connected with the dynasty of the Komnenoi 
ruling Trebizond in the XIII^-XIV"'^ centuries (about it see: Les monasteres et les eglises de 
Trebizonde.- BCH, 19, 1985, p. 425; La Panagia Chrysocephale de Trebizonde.- Byzantion, 4, 


1927-1928, 382-384, 387-388). 


79.1 Μονῆς τῆς Θεοτόκος τῆς Χρυσοκεφαλου (XI century) " 
a. National Museum of History, Sofia, no. 15037. Find-spot: Silistra. D. 20-21 (17) 3 mm. A good imprint but 


with a fragment broken. 
b. Museum of Archaeology, Sofia, no. 92. Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-19 (17) 3 mm. The imprint was once good 


but now it is badly preserved. 

c. Ina private collection (Al. Peikov from Veliko Turnovo). Find-spot: uncertain. D. 18-19 mm. A full and well- 
preserved imprint. 

The three specimens were printed with the same boulloterion. 

Unpublished. 

No parallels known. 


Obv. Bust of St. Nicholas blessing (r. hand) and holding a book (1. hand). Vertical inscription 

of two columns: 9-NI-K || A-A-O' 
Rev. Inscription of three lines: 

a) OXPV |. QK€0 | AA .. 

b) OXP . | COKE® | AAOC 

c) OXPV | CWKE® | AAOC 

Ὁ Χρυσοκεφαλος 

The dating of the molybdobull according to their paleography and discovery in Dristra 
does not extend beyond the XI“ century. It could be suggested that this monastery existed in the 
earlier period as well or the seal refers to some other monastery is still unknown. 


80. Χρυσοπόλεως 


This is a city that could not be precisely located because there were different settlements by 
the same name. In most cases it is Chrysopolis, renamed as Skoutari after the XII" century, the 
present city of Kadikoy, a suburb of Istanbul on the coast of Asia Minor. Because of its strategic 
situation on the road from Europe to Asia, its name was often mentioned on different occasions 


and mostly with regard to its crossing by troops of usurpers and invaders. 


Bibliography: Janin, R. La banlieue asiatique de Constantinople.- EO, 21, 1922, 337-351. 


80.1 Ἰωάννης χαρτουλάριος, γεννηματικὸς Χρυσοπόλεως καὶ τῶν πόρος (X" c.) 


Museum of History, Silistra, πο. 19. Found in the city. D. 18-18 (16) 2 mm. Incomplete imprint but a well 
preserved specimen. 

Unpublished. 

Parallels: Gray Birch, Catalogue, no. 17589; IIauuenko, Karanor, Ne 368; Sokolova, Cherson, 109-111, pl. X. 
When I visited Chersones in 1997, I documented five more specimens found there. All they are struck with 


the same boulloterion. 
Obv. Inscription of four lines: 

| IÓXAP | TSAAP’| STENI | MAT'| 
Rev. Inscription of four lines: 

| .COTIO | .COIIO |.€OCS | TONIIO | PON | 

Ἰω(άννης) χαρτουλάρ(ιος) (καὶ) γενιματ(ικὸς) [Χρ(υ)]σοπό[λ]εως (καὶ) τῶν πόρον 

The latest publisher has corrected some imprecise interpretations in the reading of the first 
two specimens. 
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For the first time on this seal we find inscribed the office of γεννηματικὸς, which was 
probably related to the fisc and, more exactly, to the control of cereal production. The duties of 
the owner of the seal John Chartularios were to control this production in the city of Chrysop- 
olis and its surroundings. Another study suggests that this official wrote to his addressees in 
Cherson and Dristra. Who were they? It is most unlikely that his correspondence was connected 
with his duties. Probably it was affixed to private correspondence intended for his relatives or 
friends who served there and possibly to his colleagues with similar obligations in this region. 

In the unpublished collection of Zacos, III. no. 1600, a molybdobul is preserved bearing an 
office similar to the one presented here: 


Obv. Bust of St. George holding a spear (r. hand) and a shield (1. hand). 
Rev. +KER’O | HOe'TOCO) | 'A€ONT'| ΓΕΝΙΜΑ | T 
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INDEX 


The index contains names, dignities and functions inscribed on the seals included in the book: 


I. PROPER NAMES 


᾿Αγαλλιανὸς 
᾿Αδράλεστος 
᾿Αδράλεστος 
᾿Αδριανός Κομνηνὸς 
᾿Αέτιος 

᾽Αλέξιος 

᾿Ανδρόνικος 
᾿Ανδρόνικος 
᾿᾽Ανδρόνικος 
᾿᾽Ανδρόνικος 
᾿Ανδρόνικος Δούκας 
"AVTPOVLKOG 

᾿Αρκάδιος 

᾿Αργυρός Καρατζᾶς 
Ἄσωτης 

Βαλατζέρτης 
Βαρδάνιος 

Βάρδας 

Βαλαντιος 

Βασίλεος 

Βασίλεος ? 

Βασίλειος ? 

Βασίλειος 

Βασίλειος 

Βασίλειος ᾽Αποκάπης 
Βασίλειος ᾿Αργυρός 
Βασίλειος Τζιρίδων 
Βασιλιανή/ Βασιλάκης ? 
Βρυένιος Βατάτζης 
Γεώργιος 

Γεώργιος 

Γουδέλιος ? 

Γρηγορᾶς ? 
Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωᾶννὴς 
Γρηγόριος 

Γρηγόριος 

Γρηγόριος or Πανθεριος 
Δαμιανός 

Δαμιανός Δοβρομιρός 
Δαυὶδ 

Δαυὶδ 

Δαυὶδ Ν., 

Δαυὶδ 

Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν 
Διογένης 

Διονύσιος 

Δοβρυνος or Δοβρυλος N., 


ἔπαρχος Θεσσαλονίκης 34.7 

ἐκ προσώπου Θράκης καὶ Ἰωανουπόλεως 358.19 
δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Καὶ ᾿Ανατολῆς 7.3 
μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Δύσεως 26.6 
στρατηγὸς Περσϑλαβίτζας 63.1 
κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.2 

᾿Αἶνιος 5.1 

Κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας 18.6 

στρατηγὸς Βερόης 18.1 

τουρμάρχης Δυρραχίου (7) 25.3 

στρατηγὸς τῆς µεγαλης Πραισϑλάβας 63.2 
ἐκ προσώπου ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως Καὶ Μεσημβρίας 10.3 
στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου 23.2 

δοὺξ Φιλιππουπόλεως 77.2 

στρατηγὸς Βαρνας 15.1 

μάγιστρος Καὶ Κατεπάνω Μεσημβρίας 47.5 
στρατηγὸς ΘράΚης 35.2 

βΚουράτωρ ᾿Αγχιάλου 2.1 

στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν 8.1 
δομέστικος 63.3 

κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.1 
ΚομμερΚκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.7 
μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως 77.3 
σύγκελλος kai ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας 19.1 
Κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας 14.1 

πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.10 
κριτὴς τοῦ βήηλου Καὶ Δρουγουβιτείας 24.1 
στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας 23.3 

στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως 26.9 
ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας 19.4 
κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.3 
στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.7 

β᾽σπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.7 
κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.2 

ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας 19.7 
ἐπίσκοπος Σεβεριάδος 71.1 

μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.5 
ξενοδόχος τῶν Πυλῶν 64.] 

δοὺξ Θράκης καὶ Μεσοποταμίας 35A.14 
βασιλικὸς (7) Ῥαιδεστός 65.1 
Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.4 

στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίικης 34.2 

στρατηγὸς ΘράΚης kai Δρίστρας 356.20 
κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου 58.1 

στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν 8.2 
κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας 23.7 

στρατηγὸς ΜαΚεδονίας 46.13 
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Δραζιμιρ 


Εὐϑύμιος 

Εὐστάδϑιος 

Εὐστάϑιος 

Εὐστράτιος 

Ἠσαΐας 

Θεόγνωστος 
Θεοδωροκάνος 

Θεόδοτος 

Θεόδοτος 

Θεόδουλος 

Θεόδωρος 

Θεόδωρος 

Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης 
Θεόκτιστος 

Θεοφάνης 

Θεοφάνης 

Θεοφύλακτος 
Θεοφύλακτος 

Θεόφυλος 

Θεόφυλος Αγιοζαχαρίτης 
Ἰλλαρίων 

Ἰσαάκιος 

Ἰσαάκιος 

Ἰσαάκιος 

Ἰωάννης 

Ἰωάννης 

Τωάννης 

Ιωάννης 

Ἰωάννης 

Ἰωάννης 
Ἰωάννης» 
Ἰωάννης 
Ἰωάννης (2) 
Ἰωάννης 
Ἰωάννης 
Ἰωάννης 
Ἰωάννης 
Ἰωάννης 

Ἰωάννης 

Ἰωάννης Κεγένης 
Ἰωάννης Μαλέας 
Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης 
Ἰωάννης Ῥαδηνὸς 
Ἰωσὴφ Μανιάκης 
Ἰωάννης Ν., 
Κατακαλὼν 
Κατακαλὼν 
Κατακαλὼν 
Κατακαλῶν 
Κοσμᾶς 

Κοσμᾶς 
Κωνσταντῖνος 
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ἄνθροπος. τοῦ κουροπαλάτου καὶ δομέστικος τῶν 
σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.7 

γενηκὸς λογαϑεσίου ἄρκλας....... 34.5 
μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.8 

τοποτηρητὴς Μοσυνόπολεως 51.1 

κομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.5. 

ἐπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας 19.3 

μητροπολίτης Φιλιππουπόλεως 77.4 

πατρίκιος Καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.2 
ἀσηκρῆτης Καὶ κριτὴς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.3 
μητροπολίτης Σεβαστείας 69.1 

ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.10 

πριμικήριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας 23.4 
Praefectus Insularum 37.1 

Κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβιτον 58.2 

στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.2 

διοικιτῆς τοῦ Ῥυνδάκου Καὶ Ανατολικῶν 66.1 
στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ Ἰωανουπόλεως 358.16 
δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.3 

στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.8 

νοτάριος Μακεδονίας 46.15 | 
πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Σάμος 67.1 | 
ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας 47.7 | 
στρατηγὸς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.5 

στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.9 

στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.9 

ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας 19.5 

γεννηματικὸς Χρυσοπόλεως 80.1 

δομέστικος πάσης ᾿Ανατολῆς kai Δύσεως 7.1 
δομέστικος πάσης Ανατολῆς 7.2 

ἐκ προσώπου Μακεδονίας 46.14 

ἐπίσκοπος Βελεβουσδίου 16.1 

Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.6 

κομμερΚκιάριος Δρίστρας 23.8 

Κκουμμερκιάριος Χερσώνος 78.2 

κριτὴς Βολεροῦ, Στρυμόνος Καὶ Θεσσαλονίκης 34.4 
Κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου καὶ τῶν Θρακησίων 36.1 l 
Κρητὴς Σελευκείας 68.1 

νοτάριος καὶ βικάριος Θράκης 35.1 
στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης 35.3-4 
στρατηγὸς Περσκλάβας 63.3 
ἄρχων ΠατζιναΚίας 59.1 
στρατηγὸς Περσϑλάβας 63.5 
στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 63.6 | 
κριτὴς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 35D.22 
τουρμάρχης τῶν Μογλενῶν 50.1 

κριτὴς Καὶ μέγας κουράτωρ Μιτυλήνης 49.1 
στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης 34.1 

στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως 38.1 
τουρμάρχης ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως 10.2 
τουρμάρχης Θράκης 35.11 

Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.2 
Κομμερκιάριος Κερασοῦντος 40.1 
ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.6 


Κωνσταντῖνος 
Κωνσταντῖνος 
Κωνσταντῖνος 
Κωνσταντῖνος 
Κωνσταντῖνος 
Κωνσταντῖνος 
Κωνσταντῖνος ᾿Ανεμᾶς 
Κωνσταντῖνος Καραντηνός 
Κωνσταντῖνος Πύτρος 
Κωνσταντῖνος Συροπούυλος 
Λέοντιος 

Λέων 

Λέων 

Λέων 

Λέων 

Λέων 

Λέων 

Λέων (7) 

Λέων 

Λέων Μελισσινός 
Λέων Μελισσηνός 
Λέων Νικερίτης 

Λέων Περηνός 

Λέων Περινός 

Λέων Πηγονίτης 

Λέων ΣαραΚινόπουλος 


Λέων N., 

Λύκαστος 

Μάλις 

Μελίας 

Μιχαὴλ 

Μιχαὴλ. 

Μιχαὴλ 

Μιχαὴλ. Ἰασίτης 
Μιχαὴλ. Δρύμις 
Μιχαὴλ Μαύριξ 
Μιχαήλ. Σκληρός 
Νικήτας 

Νικήτας 

Νικήτας 

Νικήτας Καρίκης 
Νικήτας Πηγονίτης 
Νικηφόρος 
Νικηφόρος 
Νικηφόρος 
Νικηφόρος Δεκανός 
Νικηφόρος Ξιφίας 
Νικόλαος 
Νικόλαος 
Νικόλαος Ζουναρᾶς 
Παγκράτιος 








ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας 19.6 
κλεισουριάρχης Σωξοπόλεως 74.1 
κριτῆς τῶν Ὀπτιμάτων 57.1 
μητροπολίτης Σερρῶν 72.1 

στρατηγὸς Καπαδοκίας 39.1 

στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.5 
ἐπισκεπτίτης ᾿Αρμενιακοῦ 11.1. 
στρατηγὸς Περδσλάβας 63.6 

στρατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως 77.1 
ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.8 
ἐπίσκοπος Δρίστρας 23.9 
ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Νικοπόλεως 54.1 
ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Σεβάστις 70.1 
βασιλικὸς ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως 10.1 
μαΐστωρ τῆς σχολῆς τῶν Κυρικῶν 43.1 
στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.5 

στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.4 

στρατηγὸς Χερσώνος 78.1 

τουρμάρχης Μεσοποταμίας 48.4 
στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾽Ανατολικῶν 8.3 
δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.3 
ἀναγρφεὺς Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος 61.1 
δοὺξ πᾶσης Δύσεως 26.5 : 
τοποτηρητῆς τοῦ Ὀφικίου 56.2 
στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 63.7 
στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου 23.1 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως Καὶ Δοροστόλου 38A.3 
Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 358.15 
δοµέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων καὶ Δύσεως 26.9 
κριτὴς ...ἀΔρουγουβιτείας 24.7 
στρατηγὸς Στρυμῶνος 73.1 

στρατηγὸς Πρεσκλαβίτζας 63.8 
στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 63.9 


ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Μεσημβρίας 47.7 
Κατεπάνω Μεσοποταμίας 48.2 


στρατηγὸς τοῦ Εὐξείνου Πόντου 28.2 

δοὺξ ᾽Αντιοχείας 6.1 

τοποτηρητὴς τῶν ἐλαδικῶν, ἐξκουβίτων 27.1 
Κατεπάνω Δυρραχίου 25.2 

ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.8 
αναγραφεὺς τοῦ Ὀφικίου 56.3 

ἐπίσκοπος Τριαδίτζης 76.1 

τουρμάρχης καὶ παραφύλαξ ᾿Αβύδος 1.1 
δοὺζ Βουλγαρίας 19.2 

στρατηγὸς Δυρραχίου 25.1 

ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾿Αγχιάλου 2.2 
ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βρύσεως 20.1 

στρατηγὸς τῶν Κιβεριοτῶν 41.1 

ἀναγραφεύς Νίσος 55.2 

στρατηγὸς Θρῴκης καὶ Ἰωανουπόλεως 35B.18 
ἐπίεκοπος Θεοβουλεία 32.1 

μητροπολίτης ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.4 

κριτὴς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 357.24 
κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.4 
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Πέτρος 
Πύτρος 
Πέτρος 
Πέτρος 
Ροῦσος 
Ῥωμανὸς 
Ῥωμανός 
Σισίνιος 
Σισίνιος 
Σισίνιος 
Σταυράκιος 
Στέφανος 
Στέφανος 
Στέφανος 
Στέφανος 
Στέφανος 
Στέφανος 
Στέφανος 
Στέφανος 
Στέφανος Σερβλίας 
Στυλιανός 
Συμεών 
Συμεὼν 
Συμεὼν 
Συνέσιος 
Σωτηρήριχος 
Φιλάρετος Βραχάμιος 
Φ΄λιππος 
Φιλόθεως 
Φιλόθεος Φραγκοπούλος 
Φωτεινός 
Χασάνης 
Χριστόδουλος 
Χριστοφόρος 
Χριστοφόρος 
Χριστοφόρος 
Χριστοφόρος 
Χριστοφόρος 
Χριστοφόρος 


II. FAMILY NAMES 


Ἁγιοζαχαρίτης Θεόφυλος 
᾿Ανεμᾶς Κωνσταντῖνος 
᾽Αποκάπης Βασίλειος 
᾿᾽Αργυρός Βασίλειος 
Βατάτζης Βρυένιος 
Βραχάμιος Φιλάρετος 
Δοβρομιρός Δαμιανός 
Δεκανός Νικηφόρος 
Δούκας ᾿Ανδρόνικος 
Δρύμις Μιχαὴλ 


172 





δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.1 

Κριτῆς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 350.21 

στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας 23.5 i 
στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως 38.2 

ἐκ προσώπου Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιπουπόλεως 52.1 
στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.10-11 

στρατηγὸς Παφλαγονίας 60.1 

Κατεπάνω Θεοδωρουπόλεως 33.1 

στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης 35.6 

χαρτουλάριος τῆς Θράκης 35.12 

στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ Ἰωανουπόλεως 35.17 
ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Αγχιάλου 2.3 

ἀρχιεπίσκοπος ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως 12.4 

δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.3 

κριτὴς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 350.23 
μητροπολίτης Ἰωαννουπόλεως 38.4 

μητροπολίτης Φιλιπουπόλεως 76.5 

πραίτωρ Μακεδονίας Καὶ Αδριανουπόλεως 46.16 
στρατηγὸς τοῦ Νέος Στρυμόνος 53.1 
κομμερΚιάριος Λογγοβαρδίας 45.1 

ἐπίσκοπος Κουτζιάγρων 42.1 

ἐπίσκοπος Νίσος 55.1 

κατεπάνω ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως kai Μεσημβρίας 3A.8 
κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου 58.3 

τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.6 
στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.6 

δομέστικος Eoag 31.1 a 
στρατηγὸς τοῦ Αιγαίου πελάγους 4.1 | 
μητροπολίτης Evyaitwv 30.1 

στρατηγὸς Πλίσκοβα 62.1 i 
ἐπίσκοπος Τραπεζοῦντος 75.1 | 
στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.11 | 
στρατηγὸς τῆς Σάμος 67.2 

Κουμμερκιάριος ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.1 

Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.3 

μητροπολίτης Δρίστρας 23.10 

πριμικήριος Καὶ ....... Δρουγουβιτείας 24.9 

χαρτουλάριος τοῦ δρόμου τῆς Δύσεως 26.11 

πρόεδρος Βερόης 18.2 


πατρίκιος kai στρατηγὸς Σάμος 67.1 

ἐπισκεπτίτης ᾿Αρμενιακοῦ 11.1 

βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας 14.1 

πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.10 

στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως 26.9. | 
πρωτοσέβαστος kai δοµέστικος Ἑῴας 31.1 | 
δοὺξ Θράκης καὶ Μεσοποταμίας 35A.14 

Κουροπαλάτης Καὶ ἀναγραφεύς Νίσος 55.2 

στρατηγὸς τῆς µεγαλης Πραισϑλάβας 59.2 

πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ τοποτηρητὴς τῶν ἐλαδικῶν, 

ἐξκουβίτων 27.1 


Ζουναρᾶς Νικόλαος 
Ἰασίτης Μιχαὴλ. 
Καραντηνός Κωνσταντῖνος 
Καρατζᾶς ᾿Αργυρός 
Καρίκης Νικήτας 
Κατακαλὼν Δημήτριος 
Κεγένης Ἰωάννης 
Κομνηνὸς ᾿Αδριανός 
Μαλέας Ἰωάννης 
Μαλέσης Ιωάννης 
Μανιάκης Ἰωσὴφ 
Μαύριξ Μιχαὴλ 
Μελισσινός Λέων 


Μοναχὸς Βασίλειος 
Νικερίτης Λέων 
Περινός Λέων 


Πέτρος Κωνσταντῖνος 
Πηγονίτης Θεόδωρος 
Πηγονίτης Λέων 
Πηγονίτης Νικήτας 
Ξιφίας Νικηφόρος 
Ῥαδηνὸς Ἰωάννης 
Σαρακινόπουλος Λέων 


Σαυλοιωάννης Γρηγορᾶς 
Σερβλίας Στέφανος 
Σκληρός Μιχαὴλ 
Συροπουλος Κωνσταντῖνος 
Τζιρίδων Βασίλειος 
Φραγκοπούλος Φιλόθεος 








κριτὴς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 350.24 
μάγιστρος καὶ δοὺξ ᾽Αντιοχείας 6.1 
στρατηγὸς Περδσλάβας 63.6 

δοὺξ Φιλιππουπόλεως 77.2 

πρωτοπρόεδρος καὶ δοὺζ Βουλγαρίας 19. 2 
κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου 58.1 

μάγιστρος Καὶ ἄρχων Πατζινακίας 59.1 
μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Δύσεως 26.6 
στρατηγὸς Περσϑλάβας 63.4 

στρατηγὸς Περσϑλάβας 63.5 

τουρμάρχης τῶν Μογλενῶν 50.1 

βεστάρχης Καὶ Κατεπάνω Δυρραχίου 25. 2 
στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾽Ανατολικῶν 8.3 
δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.4 
σύγκελλος kai ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας 19.1 
ἀναγρφεὺς Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος 61.1 
τοποτηρητῆς τοῦ Ὀφικίου 56.2 

μάγιστρος Καὶ δοὺξ πάσης Δύσεως 26.5 
στρατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως 77.1 

Κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβιτον 58.2 
στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 63.7 

πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Δυρραχίου 25.1 
στρατηγὸς ΘράΚης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 358.18 
κριτὴς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 350.22 
στρατηγὸς : Δοροστόλου 23.1 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως Καὶ Δοροστόλου 37A.3 
Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 35B.15 
δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων καὶ Δύσεως 26.9 
κριτῆς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.2 

ΚομμερΚιάριος Λογγοβαρδίας 45.1 
ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.8 
Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.8 

κριτῆς τοῦ βήηλου kai Δρουγουβιτείας 24.1 
στρατηγὸς Πλίσκοβα 62.1 


HI. DIGNITIES AND FUNCTIONS 


ἀπο ὑπάτων 


Κοσμᾶς γενικὸς Κομμερκιάριος Κερασοῦντος 40.1 
ἀναγραφεὺς 
Βουλγαρίας - Βασίλειος μοναχὸς, σύγκελλος 19.1 
Δρουγουβιτείας - Κωνσταντῖνος πρωτοσπαϑάριος 24.6 
Δρουγουβιτείας - Μιχαὴλ Σκληρός πρωτοπρόεδρος 24.8 
Δρουγουβιτείας - Θεόδουλος πρωτοσπαϑάριος-ὕπατος 24.10 
Νίσος - Νικηφόρος Δεκανός Κουροπαλάτης Καὶ δοὺξ 55.2 
Ὀφικίου - Νικήτας πρωτοσπαϑάριος, Κριτῆς ἱπποδρόμου 56.3 
Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος -Λέων Νικερίτης πρωτοπρόεδρος 61.1 
ἂνθροπος τοῦ βασιλέος 
N., σπαϑαροΚκανδιδᾶτος καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Μεσημβρίας 47.6 
ἄνθροπος τοῦ κουροπαλάτου καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 
Δραζιμιρ πρωτοσπαθάριος -ὕπατος 26.8 
ἀνϑύπατος 
Άσωτης πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Βαρνας 15.1 
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Βασίλειος Τζιρίδων πατρίκιος, κριτής Δρουγουβιτείας 24.1 
Δαμιανός Δοβρομιρός δοὺξ Θράκης καὶ Μεσοποταμίας 35A.14 
Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν πατρίκιος Καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου 58.1 
Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης βέστης καὶ Κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβιτον 58.2 
Θεοφύλακτος βέστης, πατρίκιος Καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.3 
Λέων Μελισσηνός μάγιστρος, δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.4 
Ρωμανὸς πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.11 
Στέφανος πατρίκιος δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.3 
Χασάνης πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.11 
ἄρκλας 
Θεσσαλονίκης - Εὐϑύμιος γενηκὸς λογαϑεσίου ἄρκλας 34.5 
ἄρχων 
Πατζινακίας - Ἰωάννης Κεγένης μάγιστρος 59.1 
ἀρχιεπίσκοπος 
᾽Αγχιάλου - Νικηφόρος 2.2 
᾽Αγχιάλου - Στέφανος 2.3 
᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως - Στέφανος 10.4 
Βουλγαρίας - Γεώργιος 19.4 
Βουλγαρίας - Ἰωάννης μοναχὸς 19.5 
Βουλγαρίας - Κωνσταντῖνος 19.6 
Βουλγαρίας - Γρηγόριος 19.7 
Βρύσεως - Νικηφόρος 20.1 
Μεσημβρίας - Ἰλλαρίων 47.7 
Μεσημβρίας - Μιχαήλ 47.8 
Νικοπόλεως - Λέων 54.1 
Σ......οὀλιτων - N., 74.2 
ἀσηκρῆτις 
Θεόδοτος κριτὴς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.3 
Ἰωάννης Κριτῆς Βολεροῦ, Στρυμόνος Καὶ Θεσσαλονίκης 34.4 
Ἰωάννης) Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.6 
Ἰωάννης Κρητῆς Σελευκείας 68.1 
Λέων N., κριτὴς ...Δρουγουβιτείας 24.7 
Στέφανος Κριτῆς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 35D.23 
βασιλικὸς 
᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως - Λέων 10.1 
Ῥαιδεστός - Δαυὶδ βπρωτοσπαδάριος 65.1 
βεστάρχης 
Βασίλειος ᾿Αποκάπης Κατεπάνω Βαασπρακανίας 14.1 
Ἰωάννης Κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου καὶ τῶν Θρακησίων 36.1 
Ἰωάννης Ῥαδηνὸς Κριτῆς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 35D.22 
Κωνσταντῖνος κριτῆς τῶν Ὀπτιμάτων 57.1 
Μιχαὴλ Κατεπάνω Μεσοποταμίας 48.2 
Μιχαὴλ Μαύριξ Κατεπάνω Δυρραχίου 25.2 
Συμεὼν Κατεπάνω᾿Αδριανουπόλεως Καὶ Μεσημβρίας 3A.8 
βέστης 
Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος καὶ Κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβιτον 58.2 
Θεοφύλακτος ἀνϑύπατος Καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.3 
Συμεὼν κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου 58.3 
βεστίτωρ 
Δαμιανός ξενοδόχος τῶν Πυλῶν 64.1 
βικάριος 
Θράκης - Ἰωάννης νοτάριος 35.1 
γεννηματικὸς 
Χρυσοπόλεως καὶ τῶν πόρος - Ἰωάννης χαρτουλάριος 80.1 
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| 
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διοικιτῆς 

᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως Καὶ Μεσημβρίας - ᾿Αντρόνικος 10.3 

Ῥυνδάκου Καὶ τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν - Θεοφάνης ..... 64.1 
δομέστικος (μέγας ) 

᾿Ανατολῆς kai Δύσεως - Ἰωάννης σεβαστός 7.1 

᾿Ανατολῆς - Ἰωάννης σεβαστός 7.2 

Δύσεως - Αδριανός Κομνηνὸς πρωτοσεταστός 26.6 
δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Καὶ τῆς ᾿Ανατολῆς 

᾿Αδράλεστος πατρίκιος 7.3 
δομέστικος Ἐῴας 

Φιλάρετος Βραχάμιος πρωτοσέβαστος 31.1 
δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων καὶ Δύσεως 

Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος B’ πρωτοσπαϑάριος 26.10 
δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 

Λέων Μελισσηνός μάγιστρος, ἀνϑύπατος 26.4 

Πέτρος πατρίκιος 26.] 

Στέφανος ἀνϑύπατος,πατρίκιος 26.3 

Ν., πατρίκιος 26.2 
δομέστικος 

Βασίλεος Ν., 63.3 
δοὺξ 

᾿Αδριανουπόλεως - Θεοδωροκάνος πατρίκιος 3.2 

᾿Αδριανουπόλεως - Θεοφύλακτος ἀνϑύπατος, βέστης 3.3 

᾽Αντιοχείας - Μιχαὴλ Ἰασίτης μάγιστρος 6.1 

Βουλγαρίας - Νικήτας Καρίκης πρωτοπρόεδρος 19.2 

Δύσεως - Λέων Περηνός μάγιστρος 26.5 

Θρῴκης καὶ Μεσοποταμίας - Δαμιανός Δοβρομιρός ἀνϑύπατος 35A.14 

Νίσος - Νικηφόρος Δεκανός Κουροπαλάτης Καὶ ἀναγραφεύς 55.2 

Φιλιππουπόλις - ᾽Αργυρός Καρατζᾶς πρωτοκουροπαλάτης 77.2 
ἐκ προσώπου 

᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως kai Μεσημβρίας - ᾽Αντρόνικος 10.3 

ΘρῴΚης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως - ᾿Αδράλεστος β πρωτοσπαδάριος 358.19 

Μακεδονίας - Ἰωάννης β᾽)σπαδαροκανδιδᾶτος 46.14 

Μεσοποταμίας - N., β'σπαδάριος 48.3 

Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως - Ροῦσος σπαϑάριος 52.1 
ἔπαρχος Θεσσαλονίκης 

᾿Αγαλλιανὸς σπαθάριος 34.7 
ἐπισκεπτίτης 

᾽Αρμενιακοῦ - Κωνσταντῖνος Ανεμᾶς 11.1 
ἐπίσκοπος 

᾿Αχριδοῦ - Θεόδωρος 13.1. 

Βελεβουσδίου - Ἰωάννης 16.1 

Βελικίας - Στέφανος 17.2. 

Βουλγαρίας - Ἠσαΐας 19.3 

Δρίστρας - Λέοντιος μοναχός 23.9 

Θεοβουλείας - Νικόλαος 32.1 

Κουτζιάγρων - Στυλιανός 42.1 

Νίσος - Συμεών 55.1 

Σεβεριάδος - Γρηγόριος 71.1 

Τραπεζοῦντος - Φωτεινός 75.1 

Τριαδίτζης - Νικήτας 76.1 
ἐπὶ τῆς μεγάλης ἐταιρείας 

Παγκράτιος β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος ,κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.4 
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Κανδιδᾶτος 


Χριστοφόρος Κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.3 


Κατεπάνω 


᾿Αδριανουπόλεως Καὶ Μεσημβρίας - Συμεὼν βεστάρχης 3A.1 
Βαασπρακανίας - Βασίλειος ᾿Αποκάπης βεστάρχης 14.1 

Δυρραχίου - Μιχαὴλ Μαύριξ βεστάρχης 25.2 

Θεοδωρουπόλεως - Σισίνιος βπρωτοσπαδάριος 33.1 

Μεσημβρίας - Βλαδτζερτης μάγιστρος 47.5 

Μεσοποταμίας - Μιχαὴλ βεστάρχης 48.2 

Παραδουνάβου - Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος 58.1 
Παραδουνάβιτον - Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης ἀνϑύπατος, βέστης 58.2 
Παραδουνάβου - Συμεὼν βέστης 58.3 


κλεισουράρχης 


Μεσημβρίας - ᾽Αλέξιος β᾽σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος 47.1 

Μεσημβρίας - Βασίλεος β᾽σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος 47.2 

Μεσημβρίας - Γεώργιος β᾽σπαϑάριος 47.3 

Μεσημβρίας - Παγκράτιος β᾿'πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τῆς µεγ.ἐἑταιρείας 47.4 
Σωξοπόλεως - Κωνσταντῖνος β᾽σπαθάριος 74.1 


κόμης 


Ὀφικίου - N., .. 56.1 


Κομμέρκια 


᾿Ασίας (694-695) 11.1 

᾿Ασίας (755-756 or 770-771) 11.2 
Δεβελτός (832-833) 22.1 

Εὐξείνου Πόντου (783-784) 28.1 
Θεσσαλονίκης (801-802) 34.6 
Θράκης (808-809 or 810-811) 35.13 


Κουμμερκιάριος 


᾿Αδριανουπόλεως - Χριστοφόρος ὕπατος 3.1 

Δεβελτοῦ - Βασίλειος ? 22.7 

Δεβελτοῦ - Δαυὶδ β᾿σπαϑάριος 22.4 

Δεβελτοῦ - Εὐστράτιος 22.5 

Δεβελτοῦ - Ἰωάννης” ἀσηκρῆτης ? 22.6 

Δεβελτοῦ - Κοσμᾶς 22.2 

Δεβελτοῦ - Κωνσταντῖνος Συροπουλος σπαϑαροΚανδιδᾶτος 22.8 
Δεβελτοῦ - Χριστοφόρος β᾽Κανδιδᾶτος 22.3 

Δρίστρας - ᾿Ανδρόνικος β᾽σπαδάριος ? 23.6 

Δρίστρας - Διονύσιος σπαθαροκανδῖδατος 23.7 

Δρίστρας - Ἰωάννης 23.8 

Κερασοῦντος - Κοσμᾶς ἀπο ὑπάτων 40.1 

Λογγοβαρδίας - Στέφανος Σερβλίας β πρωτοσπαδάριος 45.1 
Χερσώνος - Ἰωάννης (?) 78.2 


Κουράτωρ 


᾽Αγχιάλου - Βάρδας πρωτοπαπίας 2.1 
Μιτυλήνης - Ἰωάννης N., κριτῆς 49.1 


Κουροπαλάτης 


Νικηφόρος Δεκανός ἀναγραφεύς Νίσος 55.2 


κριτῆς 
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Δρουγουβιτείας Βασίλειος Τζιρίδων ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος 24.1 
Δρουγουβιτείας Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωάννης πρωτοσπαϑάριος 24.2 
Δρουγουβιτείας Θεόδοτος ἀσηΚρῆτης 24.3 

Δρουγουβιτείας - N., 24.4 

Δρουγουβιτείας Λέων N., ἀσηκρῆτης 24.6 

Δρουγουβιτείας - Χριστοφόρος πριμικήριος 24.8 


Θεσσαλονίκης - Ἰωάννης Κριτῆς Βολεροῦ, Στρυμόνος 34.4 
Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας - Νικόλαος Ζουναρᾶς 350.24 
Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας - Πέτρος πρωτοσπαϑάριος 35D.21 
Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας - Ἰωάννης Ῥαδηνὸς βεστάρχης 350.22 
Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας - Στέφανος ἀσηκρῆτης 347.23 
Θρακησίων - Ἰωάννης βεστάρχης, κριτὴς τοῦ βήλου 36.1 
Μιτυλήνης - Ἰωάννης N., μέγας κουράτωρ 49.1 
Ὀπτιμάτων - Κωνσταντῖνος βεστάρχης 57.1 
Σελευκείας - Ἰωάννης ἀσηκρῆτις 68.1 
κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου 
Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωάννης πρωτοσπαϑάριος, κριτὴς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.2 
Νικήτας πρωτοσπαϑάριος καὶ αναγραφεὺς τοῦ ᾿Ὀφικίου 56.3 
Πέτρος πρωτοσπαϑάριος Κριτῆς Θράκης καὶ Μακεδονίας 357.21 
κριτὴς τοῦ βήηλου 
Βασίλειος Τζιρίϑων ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος, κριτὴς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.1 
Ἰωάννης βεστάρχης Κριτὴς τῶν Θρακησίων 36.] 
Νικήτας Κριτῆς ἱπποδρόμου καὶ αναγραφεὺς τοῦ Ὀφικίου 56.3 
Θεόδουλος πρωτοσπαϑάριος-ὕπατος kai ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.10 
λαύρας 
τοῦ κῦρ ᾽Αντωνίου 9.1 
τοῦ ἁγίου Εὐθυμίου τοῦ Μεγάλου 29.1 
μάγιστρος 
Βλαδτζερτης Κατεπάνω Μεσημβρίας 47.5 
Ἰωάννης Κεγένης ἄρχων ΠατζιναΚίας 59.1 
Λέων Μελισσηνός δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.4 
Λέων Περηνός δοὺξ πάσης Δύσεως 26.5 
Μιχαὴλ Ἰασίτης δοὺξ ᾿Αντιοχείας 6.1 
μαΐστωρ τῆς σχολῆς 
Λέων μαΐστωρ τῆς σχολῆς τῶν Κυρικῶν 43.1 
μητροπολίτης 
᾿Αδριανουπόλεως - Νικόλαος 3.4 
᾿Αδριανουπόλεως - Γρηγόριος or Πανθεριος 3.5 
᾿Αδριανουπόλεως - Εὐστάϑιος 3.8 
᾿Αδριανουπόλεως - N., 3.6-7 
᾿Αἶνιος - Ανδρόνικος 5.1 
Δρίστρας - Χριστοφόρος πρωτοσύγκελλος 23.10 
Εὐχαΐτων - Φιλόθεως σύγκελλος 30.1 
Ἰωαννουπόλεως - Στέφανος 38.4 
Σεβαστείας - Θεόδοτος 69.1 
Σερρῶν - Κωνσταντῖνος 72.1 
Φιλιππουπόλεως - Βασίλειος 77.3 
Φιλιππουπόλεως - Θεόγνοστος 77.4 
Φιλιππουπόλεως - Στέφανος 77.5 
μοναχὸς 
Βασίλειος σύγκελλος Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας 19.1 
Ἰωάννης ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Βουλγαρίας 19.5 
Λέοντιος ἐπίσκοπος Δρίστρας 23.9 
μονῆς 
Θεοτόκος τῆς Χρυσοκεφαλου -79.1 
Θεοτόκος τὸ Δαφνίν 21.1 
νοτάριος 
Θράκης - Ἰωάννης βικάριος 35.1 
Μακεδονίας - Θεόφυλος 46.15 
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ξενοδόχος 
τῶν Πυλῶν - Δαμιανός ββεστίτωρ 64.1 

πατρίκιος 
᾿Αδράλεστος δομέστικος τῶν ἐξκουβίτων Καὶ τῆς Ανατολῆς 7.3 
Άσωτης ἀντύπατος πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Βαρνας 15.1 
Βαρδάνιος βπρωτοσπαδάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.2 
Βασίλειος ᾽Αργυρός στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.10 


Βασίλειος Τζιρίϑων ἀνϑύπατος, κριτὴς τοῦ βήηλου Δρουγουβιτείας 24.1 
Δαμιανός Δοβρομιρός ἀνϑύπατος, δοὺξ Θράκης καὶ Μεσοποταμίας 35.14 


Δημήτριος Κατακαλὼν ἀνϑύπατος Καὶ κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβου 58.1 
Θεοδωροκάνος δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.2 
Θεόδωρος Πηγονίτης βέστης καὶ Κατεπάνω Παραδουνάβιτον 58.3 
Θεοφύλακτος βέστης, ἀνϑύπατος Καὶ δοὺξ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.3 
Θεοφύλακτος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.8 
Θεόφυλος ᾿Αγιοζαχαρίτης πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Σάμος 67.1 
Ἰσαάκιος στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.9 
Ἰωάννης β πρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.3 
Ἰωάννης βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.4 
Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 63.5 
Κωνσταντῖνος στρατηγὸς Καπαδοκίας 39.1 
Λέων Μελισσινός στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾿Ανατολικῶν 8.3 
Νικήτας Πηγονίτης στρατηγὸς Δυρραχίου 25.1 
Πέτρος δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.1 
Ῥωμανὸς ἀνθύπατος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.10-11 
Σισίνιος βπρωτοσπαθάριος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θράκης 35.6 
Στέφανος δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.3 
Στέφανος πραίτωρ Μακεδονίας kai ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 46A.16 
Σωτιρήριχος πατρίκιος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.6 
Χασάνης ἀνϑύπατος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.11 
Ν., δομέστικος τῶν θεοφυλάκτων σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 76.2 
πατρίκιος-ὕπατος 
Βρυένιος Βατάτζης στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως 26.9 
praefectus insularum 
Theodorus 37.1 


πραιπόσιτος 

Στέφανος πραίτωρ Μακεδονίας Καὶ Αδριανουπόλεως 46A.16 
πραίτωρ 

Μακεδονίας Καὶ ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως - Στέφανος 46A.16 
πριμικήριος 


Θεόδωρος στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας 23.4 

Χριστοφόρος πριμικήριος Καὶ ....... Δρουγουβιτείας 24.8 

Χριστοφόρος χαρτουλάριος τοῦ δρόμου τῆς Δύσεως 26.11 
πρόεδρος 

᾽Αγχιάλου- Νικηφόρος 2.2 

Βερόης - Χριστοφόρος 18.2 

Κωνστάντειας - N., 44.1 

Σεβάστις - Λέοντος 70.1 
πρωτοκουροπαλάτης 

᾿Αργυρός Καρατζᾶς δοὺξ Φιλιππουπόλις 77.2 
πρωτοπαπίας 

Βάρδας β᾽κουράτωρ ᾿Αγχιάλου 2.1 
πρωτοπρόεδρος 

Λέων Νικερίτης ἀναγρφεὺς Πελοπονήσου καὶ Ἑλλάδος 61.1 

Μιχαὴλ Σκληρός ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.8 
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Νικήτας Καρίκης δοὺζ Βουλγαρίας 19.2 
πρωτοσέβαστος 

Αδριανός Κομνηνὸς μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Δύσεως 26.6 

Φιλάρετος Βραχάμιος δομέστικος Ἐῴας 31.1 
πρωτοσπαϑάριος 

᾿Αδράλεστος £k προσώπου ΘρῴΚης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 358.19 

᾿Αέτιος στρατηγὸς Περσϑλαβίτζας 63.1 

᾿Ανδρόνικος στρατηγὸς Βερόης 18.1 

Ανδρόνικος Δούκας στρατηγὸς τῆς µεγαλης Πραισϑλάβας 63.2 

᾿Αρκάδιος στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου 23.2 

Βαλαντιος στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾽Ανατολικῶν 8.1 

Βαρδάνιος β᾽πρωτοσπαϑάριος Καὶ στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.2 

Βασιλάκης ? στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας 23.3 

Γουδέλιος ? στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.7 

Γρηγορᾶς Σαυλοιωάννης κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου Δρουγουβιτείας 24.2 

Δαυὶδ στρατηγὸς ΘρῴΚης Καὶ Δρίστρας 356.20 

Δαυὶδ βασιλικὸς (7) Ῥαιδεστός 65.1 

Δαυιδ N., στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίικης 34.2 

Διογένης στρατηγὸς τῶν ᾽Ανατολικῶν 8.2 

Εὐστάϑιος τοποτηρητῆς Μοσυνόπολεως 51.1 

Θεόκτιστος στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.2 

Θεοφάνης στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 358.16 

ἸσαάΚιος στρατηγὸς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.5 

Ἰσαάκιος στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.9 

Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος, στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.3 

Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Θρῴκης 35.4 

Ἰωάννης στρατηγὸς Περσκλάβας 63.3 

Ἰωάννης Μαλέας στρατηγὸς Περσϑλάβας 63.4 

Κατακαλὼν στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης 34.1 

Κατακαλὼν στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως 38.1 

Κωνσταντῖνος στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.5 

Κωνσταντῖνος Πέτρος στρατηγὸς Φιλιππουπόλεως 77.1 

Λέων στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.5 

Λέων στρατηγὸς ΜαΚεδονίας:46.4 

Λέων (9) στρατηγὸς Χερσώνος 78.1 

Λέων Πηγονίτης στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 63.7 

Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος στρατηγὸς Δοροστόλου 23.1 

Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου 38A.3 

στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 358.15 

δομέστικος τῶν ἱκανάτων καὶ Δύσεως 26.10 

Λύκαστος στρατηγὸς Στρυμῶνος 73.1 

Μάλις στρατηγὸς Πρεσκλαβίτζας 63.8 

Μελίας στρατηγὸς Πρεσϑλαβίτζας 63.9 

Νικηφόρος Ξιφίας στρατηγὸς ΘρῴΚης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 358.18 

Παγκράτιος β πρωτοσπαδάριος .κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.4 

Πέτρος πατρίκιος Καὶ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.1 

Πέτρος στρατηγὸς Δρίστρας 23.5 

Πέτρος στρατηγὸς Ἰωαννουπόλεως 38.2 

Ῥωμανός στρατηγὸς Παφλαγονίας 60.1 

Σισίνιος Κατεπάνω Θεοδωρουπόλεως 33.1 

Σισίνιος πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς τῆς Θρῴκης 35.6 

Σταυράκιος στρατηγὸς Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως 358.17 

Στέφανος στρατηγὸς τοῦ Νέος Στρυμόνος 53.1 

Στέφανος Σερβλίας κομμερκιάριος Λογγοβαρδίας 45.1 
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RA AE SUBARU PISA 


Συνέσιος τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.7 
Φίλιππος στρατηγὸς τοῦ Αἰγαίου πελάγους 4.1 
Χριστόδουλος στρατηγὸς τῆς Σάμος 67.2 

N., στρατηγὸς Βελικίας 17.3 

Ν., στρατηγὸς Θεσσαλονίκης 34.3 

N., πατρίκιος καὶ στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.3 

N., στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.12 


πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ χρυσοτρικλίνου 


Κωνσταντῖνος ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.6 

Κωνσταντῖνος Καραντηνός στρατηγὸς Περδσλάβας 63.6 

Νικήτας Κριτὴς ἱπποδρόμου καὶ αναγραφεὺς τοῦ Ὀφικίου 56.3 
Πέτρος Κριτὴς ἐπὶ τοῦ ἱπποδρόμου, ΘρῴΚης καὶ Μακεδονίας 35D.21 
Φιλόθεος Φραγκοπούλος στρατηγὸς Πλίσκοβα 62.1 


πρωτοσπαθάριος-ὕπατος 


Δραζιμιρ ἄνθροπος τοῦ δομέστικος τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.8 
Μιχαὴλ στρατηγὸς τοῦ Εὐξείνου Πόντου 28.2 
Θεόδουλος κριτῆς τοῦ βήλου kai ἀναγραφεὺς Δρουγουβιτείας 24.10 


πρωτοσύγκελλος 


Χριστοφόρος μητροπολίτης Δρίστρας 23.10 


σεβαστός 


Ἰωάννης μέγας δομέστικος πάσης ᾿Ανατολῆς Καὶ Δύσεως 7.1 
Ἰωάννης μέγας δομέστικος πάσης Ανατολῆς 7.2 


σπαϑάριος 


᾿Αγαλλιανὸς ἔπαρχος Θεσσαλονίκης 34.7 

᾿Ανδρόνικος Κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας 23.6 

Γεώργιος κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.3 

Γρηγορᾶς ? στρατηγὸς Θράκης 35.7 

Δαυὶδ κομμερκιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.4 

Κωνσταντῖνος κλεισουριάρχης Σωδοπόλεως 74.1 
Κωνσταντῖνος ᾿Ανεμᾶς ἐπισκεπτίτης ᾽Αρμενιακοῦ 11.1 
Λέων τουρμάρχης Μεσοποταμίας 48.4 

Νικηφόρος στρατηγὸς τῶν Κιβεριοτῶν 41.1 

Ροῦσος ἐκ προσώπου Μώρρας καὶ Φιλιππουπόλεως 52.1 
N., στρατηγὸς Μακεδονίας 46.1 

Ν., ἐκ προσώπου Μεσοποταμίας 48.3 


σπαϑαροΚκανδιδᾶτος 


᾿Αλέξιος κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.2 

Βασίλεος κλεισουράρχης Μεσημβρίας 47.1 

Διονύσιος κομμερκιάριος Δρίστρας 23.7 

Ἰωάννης ἐκ προσώπου Μακεδονίας 46.14 

Ἰωάννης kpitns Βολεροῦ, Στρυμόνος Καὶ Θεσσαλονίκης 34.4 
Κατακαλὼν τουρμάρχης ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως 9.2 
Κατακαλῶν τουρμάρχης Θρῴκης 35.11 

Κωνσταντῖνος Συροπουλος ΚομμερΚιάριος Δεβελτοῦ 22.8 
Λέων βασιλικὸς ᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως 10.1 

Λέων τουρμάρχης Μεσοποταμίας 48.4 

Συνέσιος τοποτηρητής τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως 26.7 


σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτριγκλίνου 


N., ἀναγραφεὺς Μεσημβρίας ὁ ἃνθροπος τοῦ βασιλέος 47.6 


στρατηγὸς 
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Αἰγαίου πελάγους - Φίλιππος βπρωτοσπαδάριος 4.1 
᾿Ανατολικῶν - Βαλαντιος βπρωτοσπαδάριος 8.1 
᾽Ανατολικῶν - Διογένης πρωτοσπαϑάριος 8.2 
᾽Ανατολικῶν - Λέων Μελισσινός πατρίκιος 8.3 


€ 


Βαρνας - Ασωτης ἀντύπατος.πατρίκιος 15. | 

Βελικίας - N., πρωτοσπαδάριος 17.1 

Βερόης - Ανδρόνικος πρωτοσπαϑάριος 18.2 
Δοροστόλου - ᾿Αρκάδιος β᾿'πρωτοσπαϑάριος 23.2 
Δοροστόλου- Λέων Σαρακινόπουλος β᾽πρωτοσπαϑάριος 23.1 
Δρίστρας - Βασιλάκης ? βπρωτοσπαδάριος 23.3 
Δρίστρας - Θεόδωρος πριµικήριος 23.4 

Δρίστρας - Πέτρος β πρωτοσπαδάριος 23.5 
Δρουγουβιτείας - Ἰσαάκιος β᾽πμρωτοσπαδάριος 24.5 
Δυρραχίου - Νικήτας Πηγονίτης πατρίκιος 25.1 
Εὐξείνου Πόντου - Μιχαὴλ πρωτοσπαϑάριος-ὕπατος 28.2 
Θεσσαλονίκης - Κατακαλὼν β᾿πρωτοσπαϑάριος 34.1 
Θεσσαλονίικης - Δαυιδ N., βπρωτοσπαδάριος 34.2 
Θεσσαλονίκης - N., βπρωτοσπαβάριος 34.3 

Θράκης - Βαρδάνιος πατρίκιος, β πρωτοσπαδάριος 35.2 
Θράκης - Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος 35.3 
Θράκης - Ἰωάννης πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος 35.4 
Θράκης - Λέων β᾽πρωτοσπαδάριος 35.5 

Θράκης - Σισίνιος πατρίκιος, βπρωτοσπαθάριος 35.6 
Θράκης - Γρηγορᾶς ? β'᾽σπαδάριος 35.7 

Θράκης - Ν.,............ Καὶ στρατηγὸς 35.8 

Θράκης - Ἰσαάκιος βπρωτοσπαδάριος 35.9 

Θράκης - Βασίλειος ᾽Αργυρός πατρίκιος 35.10 

Θράκης - Χασάνης ἀνϑύπατος, πατρίκιος 35.11 
Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως - Λέων ΣαραΚινόπουλος 35B.15 
Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως - Θεοφάνης βπρωτοσπαδάριος 35B.16 
Θράκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως - Σταυράκιος βπρωτοσπαδάριος 358.17 
Θρῴκης καὶ Ἰωαννουπόλεως - Νικηφόρος Ξιφίας πρωτοσπαϑάριος 35B.18 
Θράκης Καὶ Δρίστρας - Δαυὶδ πρωτοσπαϑάριος 356.20 

Ἰωαννουπόλεως - Κατακαλὼν β πρωτοσπαδάριος 38.1 

Ἰωαννουπόλεως - Πέτρος βπρωτοσπαδάριος 38.2 

Ἰωαννουπόλεως καὶ Δοροστόλου - Λέων ΣαραΚινόπουλος 38A.3 
Καπαδοκίας - Κωνσταντῖνος πατρίκιος 39.1 

Κιβεριοτῶν - Νικηφόρος β᾽σπαδάριος 41.1 

Μακεδονίας - N., β'σπαδάριος 46.1 

Μακεδονίας - Θεόκτιστος β'πρωτοσπαϑάριος 46.2 

Μακεδονίας - N., πατρίκιος, β᾿πρωτοσπαϑάριος 46.3 

Μακεδονίας - Λέων β'πρωτοσπαϑάριος 46.4 

Μακεδονίας - Κωνσταντῖνος β'πρωτοσπαϑάριος 46 

Μακεδονίας - Σωτιρήριχος πατρίκιος 46.6 

Μακεδονίας - Γουδέλιος } βπρωτοσπαδάριος 46.7 

Μακεδονίας - Θεοφύλακτος πατρίκιος 46.8 

Μακεδονίας - Ἰσαάκιος πατρίκιος 46.9 

Μακεδονίας - Ῥωμανὸς ἀνθύπατος, πατρίκιος 46.11 

Μακεδονίας - Ῥωμανὸς πατρίκιος 46.10 

Μακεδονίας - N., βπρωτοσπαδάριος 46.12 

Μακεδονίας - Δοβρυνος or Δοβρυλος N., 46.13 

Μεσοποταμίας - N., .... 48.1 

Νέος Στρυμόνος - Στέφανος P'tpwtoonavapros 53.1 

Παφλαγονίας - Ῥωμανός πρωτοσπαϑάριος 60.1 

Πλίσκοβα - Φιλόθεος Φραγκοπούλος πρωτοσπαϑάριος ἐπὶ τοῦ Χρυσοτρλ. 62.1 
Περσϑλαβίτζας - ᾿Αέτιος πρωτοσπαϑάριος 63.1 

Πραισϑλάβας (µεγαλης) 'Avópóvikog Δούκας πρωτοσπαϑάριος 63.2 
Περσκλάβας - Ἰωάννης β᾽πρωτοσπαϑάριος 63.3 
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Περσϑλάβας - Ἰωάννης Μαλέας πρωτοσπαϑάριος 63.4 
Πρεσϑλαβίτζας - Ἰωάννης Μαλέσης πατρίκιος 63.5 
Περδσλάβας - Κωνσταντῖνος Καραντηνός πρωτοσπαϑάριος 63.6 
Πρεσϑλαβίτζας - Λέων Πηγονίτης πρωτοσπαϑάριος 63.7 
Πρεσκλαβίτζας - Μάλις πρωτοσπαϑάριος 63.8 
Πρεσϑλαβίτζας - Μελίας πρωτοσπαϑάριος 63.9 
Σάμος - Θεόφυλος ᾿Αγιοζαχαρίτης πατρίκιος 67.1 
Σάμος - Χριστόδουλος β᾿'πρωτοσπαϑάριος 67.2 
Στρυμῶνος - Λύκαστος β᾽πρωτοσπαϑάριος 73.1 
Φιλιππουπόλεως - Κωνσταντῖνος Πέτρος βπρωτοσπαβδάριος 77.1 
Χερσώνος - Λέων (3) β᾿πρωτοσπαϑάριος 78.1 
στρατηλάτης τῆς Δύσεως 
Βρυένιος Βατάτζης πατρίκιος-ὕπατος 26.9 
στράτορ 
Νικήτας τουρμάρχης καὶ παραφύλαξ ᾿Αβύδος 1.1 
σύγκελλος 
Βασίλειος μοναχὸς Καὶ ἀναγραφεὺς Βουλγαρίας 19.1 
Φιλόθεως μητροπολίτης Εὐχαΐτων 30.1 
τοποτηρητῆς 
Μοσυνόπολεως - Εὐστάϑιος πρωτοσπαϑάριος 51.1 
Ὀφικίου - Λέων Περινός 56.2 
τῶν ἐλαδικῶν ἐξκουβίτων - Μιχαήλ Δρύμις 27.1 
τῶν σχολῶν τῆς Δύσεως - Συνέσιος 26.7 
τουρμάρχης . 
᾿Αβύδος - Νικήτας B’ στράτορ καὶ παραφύλαξ ᾿Αβύδος 1.1 
᾿Αρκαδιουπόλεως - Κατακαλὼν σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος 10.2 
Δυρραχίου ? - Ανδρόνικος 25.3 
Θράκης - Κατακαλῶν σπαϑαροκανδιδᾶτος 35.11 
Μεσοποταμίας - Λέων β᾽σπαδαροκανδιδᾶτος 48.4 
Μογλενῶν - Ἰωσὴφ Μανιάκης 50.1 
χαρτουλάριος 
Ἰωάννης γεννηματικὸς Χρυσοπόλεως καὶ τῶν πόρος 80.1 
χαρτουλάριος 
Θράκης - Σισίνιος 35.12 
χαρτουλάριος τοῦ δρόμου τῆς Δύσεως 
Χριστοφόρος 26.11 
ὕπατος 
Χριστοφόρος ΚουμμερΚιάριος ᾿Αδριανουπόλεως 3.1 


IV. INDEX OF ICONOGRAPHY 


Annunciation 19.6; 19.7 
Christ (bust) 3.6; 3.7 
cross, 
patriarchal cross on three steps, 4.1; 25.4; 26.3; 46.4; 47.1-3 
patriarchal cross on two steps with fleurons rising from base, 35.10; 46.9; 63.3; 63.6. 
patriarchal cross on three steps; on either side, fleuron arising from the base, 8.2; 23.5; 
24.5; 35.9; 38.2; 38.4; 39.1; 47.3-4; 52.1; 65.1; 73.1; 77.1; 77.4 
emperors, 
Constantine V, 12.2; 28.1 
Constantine VI, 28.1 
Justinian If, 12.1; 40.1 
Leo III, 12.2, 28.1 
Leo IV, 12.2, 28.1 
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Michael, II 3.1 
Nikephoros, 35.13 
Staurakius, 35.13 
Theophilos, 3.1; 22.1. 
empress, 
Irene, 28.1; 34.6 
griffin, 34.1 
monograms, 35.1; 18.1 


monograms (cruciform invocative), 1.1; 2.1; 19.3; 20.1; 22.2-3; 34.2; 34.7; 35.2-8; 35.11; 35.12; 


41.1; 46.1-3; 46.5; 46.15; 47.7; 48.1; 48.3; 54.1; 56.1; 64.1; 73.1; 77.2 
pentagram, 38.1 
rosace, 33.1 
Saints, 
Basil (standing), 14.1 
Demetrios (bust), 6.1; 7.1; 22.7; 57.1; 58.1 
Demetrios (standing), 70.1 
Euthymios (bust), 29.1 
George (bust), 3.2; 3.3; 25.2; 36.7; 46.8; 63.5 
George (standing), 26.6; 26.8; 35.11; 45.1; 76.1 
Gregory Thamatourgos (bust), 24.2 
Gregory (bust), 71.1 
John the Baptist (bust), 26.7; 59.1 
John the Theologian, 77.3 
Michael (bust), 24.7; 40.1; 47.8; 48.4; 62.1; 68.1; 77.3 
Michael (standing), 2.2; 35B.17 
Nicholas (bust), 3.4; 8.1; 10.1; 10.4; 18.1; 23.3; 23.8; 24.7; 28.2; 32.1; 34.3; 43.12; 
50.1; 56.2; 63.4; 79.1 
Nicholas (standing), 3A.8; 58.3 
Panteleemon (bust), 53.1 
Paul (standing), 3.5; 3.6; 3.7; 3.7; 77.5 
Peter (standing), 3.5; 3.6; 3.7; 3.7; 77.5 
Prokopios (bust), 26.3; 55.1 
Prokopios (standing), 15.1. 
Stephen (bust), 13.1 ss 
Symeon Christophoros (bust), 23.10 
Theodore Thiron (bust), 30.1 
Theodore (bust), 26.1; 35C.20; 63.1-2; 63.5; 63.9; 72.1 
Theodore (standing), 31.1; 46.10-11 
Zacharias (bust), 67.1 
unknown military saint, 23.6; 23.7; 35C.20 
unknown bishop-saint, 46.13; 74.2 
unknown emperor-saint, 7.2 
Theotokos, 
bust with both hands raised before her, 5.1; 9.1: 11.2: 17.2; 51.1 
bust holding medallion of Christ before her, 24.8; 25.1; 26.5; 26.9; 35D.22; 43.14; 47.8; 
49.1; 60.1; 63.6; 66.1 
bust holding Christ before her; to l. and r., a small cross, 19.4 
bust holding Christ in l. arm, 23.9; 44.1; 69.1 
standing, holding Christ in her l. arm, 16.2; 18.2; 19.4; 24.1 
standing on a souppendion, holding a medaillon, 3.5-7; 24.10 
seated on a backless throne, holding medallion before her, 18.2; 23.10; 36.1 
seated on a high-backed throne, holding medallion before her, 19.5. 
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V. METRICAL INSCRIPTIONS: 


᾿Αγχιάλου πρόεδρον à προτόστατα 
σκέποις Μιχαὴλ Νικηφόρον θύτην 


᾿Ανδρονίκῳ, Δέσποινα, τὸν τοῦ Αἴνου σκέποις 


Γραφὰς σφραγίζω τοῦ δουκὸς Βουλγαρίας 
πρωτωπροέδρου Νικήτᾳ τοῦ Καρίκη 


Δομέστικον Ἑῴας ἀθλήτα σκέποις 
πρωτονσεβαστῶν Φιλάρετον Βραχάμην 


Κωνσταντείας προέδρον. Παρθένε, φρουρεῖ 


Σκέποις ισ........... v, Παρθένε, 
Βελεβουσδίου ποιμένα Ἰωάνην 


Σφραγὶς λόγους κλαίουσα Νικολάου 
ἐκ τῆς Αβύδους καὶ πενιχροῦ γραφέως 


Σφραγὶς τοῦ Μεγάλου Εὐθυμίου 


Τὸν Τριαδίτζης Νικήταν, Μάρτυς. σκέποις 


Χριστωφόρον Πάναγνε Βερόης σκέποις 


to 
to 


27.1 
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Glossary 


Blank : Lead roundel with a channel; receives the imprint of boulloterion's dies 

Boulloterion (plural boulloteria) : The plier-shaped instrument with which the Byzantines struck the 
lead blank disks in order to imprint the seal. 

Channel : A hollow channel that went through the lead blank disks; a cord was threaded through it 
before the blank was struck with the boulloterion. 

Medallion : A round or oval frame containing the picture of Christ, represented on the breast of some 
types of the Virgin. 

Sigla : The usual abbreviated form of names of a holy person such as Christ (1C || XC) or the Virgin 
(MP || 6V). 

Title : Term used here to indicate a lifelong honorific title, which the Byzantine called ἀξία διὰ 
βραβείου. 
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